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“This is an unusual year because this is the fi rst time 
there hasn’t been a kind of natural successor in the 

party. Two wide-open primaries with 
no sitting vice president running 

in either primary, so this is — I 
can’t remember a time when it’s 
been this open.”

—President Bush in an 
interview with ‘CBS 

Evening News’ on who 
would be running for 
president in 2008. 
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» Extended forecast on page 2

Read what the edi-
torial board thinks 
about Caucasian 
students identifying 
themselves as eth-
nicities or ‘other’ on 
college applications. 
See Page 4

M O N D A Y

GREEK LIFE

Percentage of 
Americans who think 
Iran is more of a 
threat to the world 
than Iraq was before 
the U.S. took military 
action to remove 
Saddam Hussein.

4747%%
The Men’s Tennis 
team was dominant 
in their weekend 
matches beating in-
state rivals Tennessee 
Tech and UT-Martin 
7-0.
See Page 6
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Th e number of women who did not 
receive bids on sorority bid day this year 
increased. Th e reason for this, explained 
Director of Greek Life Kristin Torrey, is 
that more young women are “single inten-
tion preferencing.” 

Last year, 534 women registered for the 
rush process and 496 completed it, com-
pared with 518 that registered this year 
and only 478 completing the process. 

Th ough women have the option of 
marking three sororities as their top pref-
erences, it is becoming increasingly more 
common for women to mark only one so-

rority as their choice.
 “It’s saying I would like to be in this 

one sorority or no sorority. She has other 
chances but she chooses only one,” Torrey 
said.

Torrey explained that if a student se-
lects three houses aft er preference rounds, 
she will automatically ensure herself a spot 
in a sorority. 

“If they maximize their options, I will 

guarantee that they will have a bid the next 
day,” she said. 

Th is year, twenty-fi ve women did not 
receive bids on bid day as a result of single 
intention preferencing. However, Torrey 
explained that there were more than twen-
ty-fi ve women who did not maximize their 
options. Some of the women who selected 
only one house as an option, however, got 
into their “preferenced” houses. 

During the process Torrey personally 
explains to the women who have not maxi-
mized their options that they risk not re-
ceiving bids on bid day.

 “It’s a choice that she has to make,” Tor-
rey said, “I’m not forcing people to be in 
chapters they’d rather not be a member 
of.” 

Nonetheless, Torrey would not advise 

Fewer girls receive bids during recruitment
More rushees are single intention preferencing. 

H vanderbilthustler.com   

Check ou t our 
new website at

CRIME

Fraudulent solicitor hits 
Vanderbilt Greek row

ADMISSIONS

BY MONIKA BLACKWELL
HUSTLER REPORTER

Please see SORORITY, page 2

STUDENT LIFE

Students 
respond to 
task force 
fi ndings 
Implementation committee 
prepares to review report. 

Aft er more than a week of discussing the new 
security task force recommendations, students 
seem to have mixed opinions about the eff ective-
ness of the proposed changes. 

“Th ey (the task force) are very specifi c about 
some things, like setting up more lights and police 
offi  cers, which is good, but they were very vague 
about other things” said Junior Melinda Cole. “I 
do agree that freshmen should take a course on 
drinking and socializing, because right now they 
only attend one meeting and that doesn’t seem to 
be very eff ective.”

Vice Chancellor of Student Life David Wil-
liams II, co-chair of the task force, said that in 
the recommendations “we asked parents to have 

BY TANYA ALVAREZ
HUSTLER REPORTER

A recent study done by the John Irvine Foundation suggests 
that the ethnic composition of universities like Vanderbilt may 
be distorted due to the increased number of white students 
who are checking the “unknown” or 
“other” race box on their college ap-
plications.  

Th e study, entitled “‘Unknown’ 
Students on College Campuses: An 
Exploratory Analysis,” explains that 
the number of students who check 
“unknown” or “other” has grown 
from 3.2 percent to 5.9 percent in 
the last decade.  

Th e interesting fi nding is that 
the majority of those checking the 
boxes are actually white.

Th e study concludes that uni-
versities nationwide are admitting 
fewer minority students because 
admissions offi  cers wrongly assume 
that those students who check the 
“other” box are minorities. 

However, William Shain, Dean 
of Undergraduate Admissions, says 
that at Vanderbilt whether or not 
the student checks the “other” box 
on their application has no eff ect on the admission process.  

“What they indicate in the space provided may, however 
[have an eff ect].  “Other” without additional specifi cation is 
disregarded and not entered into our data base.  Th us, for a 
Caucasian student to check “other” would have neither a posi-
tive nor a negative eff ect,” explained Shain.  

Shain says that rather than check the “other” box on the 

Race card 
played by 
Caucasians
‘Other’ box growing in popularity.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Peter Tufo / The Vanderbilt Hustler
With security on campus at the forefront of discussion, the recent confi dence scam involving Vanderbilt fraternities and sororities raises new questions about 
the changing environment of education. 

BY NICOLE FLOYD
HUSTLER ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Posing as fund-raiser, suspect 
extracts unknown amount.

Last Monday a solicitor came to Vanderbilt’s 
Greek row trying to get a donation for a supposed 
dance team that he said was traveling to Memphis 
the next day. He went to several Greek houses and 
asked to talk to their treasurer hoping that he 
could convince them to give him money.

According to fraternity sources, when he vis-
ited Phi Kappa Sigma, the visitor claimed that 
every other Greek house on campus had already 
donated to his cause and that Phi Kappa Sigma 

was the only one who had not contributed. 
“Well, none of it really seemed to fi t,” said Phi 

Kappa Sigma treasurer, Andrew Storm.  
“First of all, he had a list of all the houses who 

had paid, and we were on there.  It looked like he 
just wrote down every single house name and put 
an amount by them.  Also, he claimed they needed 
$2,500, but the total of the amount he had written 
was well over $5,000.  I told him we’d have to vote 
on it and got his number, promising to call.” 

Th e man showed up the next day trying to col-

BY TANYA ALVAREZ
HUSTLER REPORTER

If you’re a white 
student, how do 

you make your-
self stand out? 

Separate yourself 
from the rest of 
the pack, which 

is predominantly 
white. 

— Dr. Richard 
Pitt, Sociology 

professor

”

Please see RACE, page 3

IN TOUCH

Board of Trust sits 
down, speaks up

Vanderbilt University, like many schools and most cor-
porations, is run by a board of trust. Behind the 
Chancellor sit a panel of 45 men and women, as 
well as trustees emeriti. Most are graduates of 
Vanderbilt, spread out across the United States. We 
recently sat down with Ibrahim Nasmyth, class of 2002, one of 
the youngest members of the board. 

BY BEN SWEET
HUSTLER NEWS EDITOR

A&Q

Q: Why is it important for Vanderbilt to have a board 
of trust? 

A: I would say it’s really just a matter of accountabil-
ity. We are a private institution so we don’t have a lot of 

Please see Q&A, page 3
Please see SOLICITOR, page 2

Please see SECURITY, page 2

Rites of SpringRites of Spring

BEN FOLDS.COM

Ben Folds 
headlines 
The  Vanderbilt 
Programming Board 
announces a slate of 
performers for Rites. 
Student suggestions 
for bands are still 
being accepted on 
the website, www.
vanderbilt.edu/vpb. 
The current list of 
performers can 
be found on that 
website Tuesday. 

HENRY MANICE / The Vanderbilt Hustler
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THIS DAY IN HISTORY FORECAST
TUESDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 51
Low: 35

WEDNESDAY
Showers
High: 55
Low: 44

THURSDAY
Partly Cloudy

High: 57
Low: 42

1649 England’s King Charles I was beheaded.

1933 Adolf Hitler became chancellor of Germany.

1948 Indian political and spiritual leader Mahatma Gandhi was mur-
dered by a Hindu extremist.

1968 During the Vietnam War, the Tet Off ensive began as Communist 
forces launched surprise attacks against South Vietnamese 
provincial capitals.

1972 Thirteen Roman Catholic civil rights marchers were shot to death 
by British soldiers in Northern Ireland on  “Bloody Sunday.”

1981 An estimated 2 million New Yorkers turned out for a ticker-tape 
parade honoring the freed American hostages from Iran.

TODAY IN THE BUBBLE Compiled by  Lisa Guo

Compiled by staff from various sources. Check out http://calendar.vanderbilt.edu for more events.

Compiled by Lisa Guo

Compiled by the Associated Press

VUPD CRIME LOG
Jan. 25, 1:46 a.m. — A student was arrested at Sportsman’s Grill aft er shoving a 

security person who had asked him to leave for being disorderly. He was charged with 
simple assault and a liquor law violation for underage drinking.

Jan. 25, 2:44 p.m. — An iPod was stolen from a dorm room in Branscomb. Th ere 
are no suspects and the investigation remains open.

Jan. 26, 4:56 p.m. — A side mirror was broken off  a car parked outside the Delta 
Kappa Epsilon house. Th ere are no suspects and the investigation remains open.

For complete listings visit http://police.vanderbilt.edu.

 “Why marriage equality matters to everyone”
Speaker Jack Senterfi tt is a Senior Staff  Attorney in the Southern Regional Offi  ce 
of Lambda Legal, the largest and oldest national legal organization committed to 
achieving full recognition of the civil rights of lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, transgen-
der people and those with HIV. He will speak on the importance to everyone of legal 
marriage for GLBT people.

WORD OF THE DAY

SPOONY

adj.   foolish/silly; excessively sentimental

Source: Webster’s Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language
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•

•

•

In the story titled “Student 
leaders present grievance 
against Th e Slant over top ten 
list,” in Friday’s edition it is 
stated that Kate Morgan, Kyle 
Southern, Jade Dodds and 
Zakiya Smith presented the 
grievance against Th e Slant 
to the Vanderbilt Student 
Communications board. 
Southern, Dodds and Smith 
did not attend the meeting, but 
were co-authors of the griev-
ance along with Morgan. Th e 
story also called the National 
Pan-Hellenic Conference the 
National Pan-Hellenic Council. 
Th e Vanderbilt  Hustler regrets 
the error.

CORRECTION

young women to use single inten-
tion preferencing. 

“It’s not something I would 
recommend,” she said, “It’s very 
simple – you’re putting all of your 
eggs in one basket. It’s this or 
nothing. So I don’t know why so 
many women chose to do that.”

Torrey added that this “tunnel 
vision” can make women miss 
out on great opportunities. 

“You should at least give your 
second or third choice a chance,” 
said junior Corinne Cookson, 
“Recruitment isn’t necessarily 
a long enough period of time to 
decide that’s defi nitely not where 
you want to be. I just think people 

can be too quick to judge.”
Th ough Torrey could not 

identify a specifi c cause of this 
increase in numbers, the per-
centage of women who identifi ed 
themselves as legacies was com-
parable with previous years and 
the number of women who reg-
istered in the process was down 
slightly this year, possibly due to 
a smaller freshman class. 

Torrey advises that in order 
to be successful in the process 
women should remember to keep 
open minds. 

“We have no bad sororities 
here,” Torrey said, “You will fi nd 
your bridesmaids in any of the 
chapters here.” ■

Israeli folk dancing
Join us for evenings of fun, music, great exercise and new friends from 7:30 p.m. - 10 p.m. 
at the Schulman Center! You can stay for all or part of the time, and attend any or all of the 
sessions. No previous dance experience necessary. 7:30-8:30 p.m. warm-up and beginners 
dances; 8:30-10 p.m. intermediate-advanced and request dancing.

Guest artist recital
Katie McLin, violin, and Andrew Campbell, piano, faculty members from Arizona 
State University, will be performing at Turner Hall in Blair from 8-9:30 p.m. Th e 
concert is free and open to the public. 

McGill hours
Trish Tchume, the campus organizer for idealist.org: Action without Borders, will be 
speaking tonight at 6 p.m. in McGill hall television lounge. Th e event is open to the 
entire Vanderbilt community.  

Sorority: Torrey says girls 
should be open-minded
From SORORITY, page 1

lect, but they had decided not to give him any 
money. Aft er leaving, Phi Kappa Sigma presi-
dent Aaron Schwartz reported to Kristen Torrey 
at the offi  ce of Greek Life to complain about the 
solicitor.  

What was originally supposed to be a minor 
solicitation complaint has now turned into a full 
felony-class fraud investigation.

Assistant Chief Marlon Lynch of the Vanderbilt 
Police Department confi rmed that there is an in-
vestigation underway and that VUPD is  “work-
ing with the fraternities,” but will not disclose 
any more information at this time because it may 
compromise the investigation.

SAE president Nathan Yates, who also talked 
to the solicitor, said that even though they did 
not give him any money, “this is not the fi rst 

time this has happened.”
It appears that this man has been visiting 

Greek row for the last few years, but it is still un-
clear for how long because he tends to talk only 
with the treasurers, who then take it upon them-
selves to either write him a check or not. 

Th e solicitor has not yet been caught, and it 
remains unclear which sororities and fraterni-
ties actually gave monies to this man.  ■

From SOLICITOR, page 1

Solicitor: Police investigation currently in-progress

more input not only to the solutions 
but also in the process.” 

However some students think 
that this is still somewhat unclear.  

“I don’t really know what they 
mean when they talk about getting 
the parents more involved” said 
Freshman Danny Neelon. “I think 
that some of these recommenda-
tions are just not very clear, and it 
is hard to imagine how they will be 
actually implemented.”

Junior Justin Off erman said that 
“the whole thing about sexual as-
saults and having girls say either yes 
or no does not make sense” to him 
“because it always comes down to 
‘he said, she said.’ So how are they 
supposed to regulate that?”

Members of the Security Task 
Force, formed in October in re-
sponse to an increase in alcohol and 
safety incidents, said that changing 
the overall mindset of the campus 
became a priority.

“We have to look at the internal 
culture,” Williams said. 

“We don’t want to get to a point 
where we are putting up barrels” 
and these recommendations are “a 
good starting point for University 
dialogue to talk about these issues.” 

Th e task force and the open fo-
rums have “given a larger voice to 
the community, but the Chancellor 
is the one that will have to say how 

this dialogue continues.” 
Senior Student Government  

President and co-chair of the task 
force Kate Morgan said that “stu-
dents were a part of this decision-
making process” and we are trying 
to create regulations that “promote 
a healthier and more positive com-
munity without making it into a pu-
nitive system.”

Accordingly, the recommenda-

tions will now enter the implemen-
tation stage.

“Th e Chancellor has established 
four working groups that will im-
plement the recommendations,”  
Morgan said. “I think that there 
will be struggles along the way, 
but these recommendations were 
off ered to try to improve the com-
munity.” ■

Security: 
Questions 
yet to be 
answered  
From SECURITY, page 1

Singing and dancing the night away

PETER TUFO / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Members of the Jeremiah Generation, a nondenominational Christian campus ministry, headed by junior Jamie Frazier, sing last 
night at the one year anniversary celebration held in Furman 114. 

VH
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the regulations a public institution might 
have in place. It is in the best interests 
of the school to have a board of trust in 
place to make sure the university is head-
ing in the right direction. 

Q: Who are the type of people that 
serve on the Board? 

A: Lately we’ve brought in a fair 
amount of younger folks. It’s always fun 
for me because people whose names you 
see on buildings (at Vandy) like Brans-
comb or Featheringill are sitting next 
to you. We have the former president of 
Notre Dame, a professor at the Kennedy 
school at Harvard, and other big sup-
porters. Basically, people who love the 
university. 

Q: Because the Chancellor appoints 
the members, how much infl uence on 
the Board of Trust does each Chancellor 
have? 

A: Chancellor Gee has a great amount 
of support on the Board. I think we’re all 
very excited about the work he’s doing. 
Th at said, we also have a fair amount of 
input — he’s always asking what we’re 
concerned about, whether we’re aware of 
issues that have to be dealt with. 

Q: How connected to the University 
are you? 

A: I would say the vast majority of the 
Board of Trust really cares about every 
student at Vanderbilt. A lot of them get 
Th e Hustler and read it each week. A lot 
go to forums and listen to what students 
have to say about their campus. 

Q: What should students know about 
their Board of Trust? 

A: I think the number one thing is that 
we’re here at your disposal. A lot of us are 
not hard to reach and we want to hear 
from you. We have open channels — we’re 
not out of touch or unwilling to talk. ■

Q&A: Former 
student speaks 
about Board

Race: Study 
highlights 
new approach 
to process

From Q&A, page 1

application, an increasing number of Vanderbilt appli-
cants are choosing to leave the optional race question 
entirely unanswered.  

Th e number has risen from 6.8 percent of the appli-
cant pool for the class which entered Vanderbilt in 2002 
to 12.9 percent for the class that will enter Vanderbilt in 
the fall of this year.    

“Most but by no means all of these students appear to 
be Caucasian based on other items in their application, 
though that is only my empirical reaction,” Shain said.  
“We certainly have never studied it.”

Sociology professor and a former admissions offi  -
cer, Dr. Richard Pitt, does not fi nd the study’s fi ndings 
surprising.  He feels that the increase in white students 
checking the “other” box may very well be an eff ort on 
their part to make them stand out.

“Vanderbilt’s class of ‘09 had nearly 12,000 students 
competing for a space; Vanderbilt only admitted 35 per-
cent of them,” Pitt said.  

“If you’re a white student, how do you make yourself 
stand out?  Separate yourself from the rest of the pack 
which is predominately white. If the admission offi  ce 
doesn’t know your race (and can’t or shouldn’t assume 
that you’re not multiracial), those applications...will 
likely get an additional look.”

Like Dean Shain, Professor Pitt points out that more 
students are looking at the race checkboxes with am-
bivalence and choosing not to respond to the question 
at all, insisting that they are “human” fi rst.  

Pitt also believes that students applying to elite col-
leges are very aware of the role that race plays in the ad-
missions process and that they along with their college 
counselors are smart enough to know that the admis-
sions process is a game.    

“Not checking the box becomes a social movement . . 
a point of activism almost,” Pitt said.  

“Th ese students recognize the box is there; it’s not 
overlooked or confusing when they see it,” said Pitt.  
“Th ey know exactly what it is asking, and they know ex-
actly why it is asking it. 

“Clearly, some have decided that they’re not partici-
pating in that part of the game.” ■

From RACE, page 1



OPINIONOPINION
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 

of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of grievances.”

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

4

Your voice doesn’t stop here. 
The Vanderbilt Hustler encourages its readers 
to voice their opinions on legislative issues. 
The following  students and legislators 
represent the Vanderbilt community.

President Kate Morgan
Student Government Assoc.
1542 Station B
sga@vanderbilt.edu
Sarratt 359
(615) 322-8742

President Kyle Southern
Interhall
7010 Station B
interhall@vanderbilt.edu
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U.S. Sen. Bill Frist
United State Senate
Washington, DC 20510
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U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-4944
(615) 736-5129

Rep. Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Rep.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4311
(615) 736-5295

Rep. Edith Langster
Tenn. District 54
35 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0154
(615) 741-1997

Sen. Douglas Henry, Jr.
Tenn. District 21
11 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0021
(615) 741-3291

Councilor Ginger Hausser
Metro District 18
521 Chesterfi eld Avenue
Nashville, TN 37212
(615) 783-0106
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LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Academic freedom should be respected
LET TER TO THE EDITOR

Accuracy is our profession. As the 
“Voice of Vanderbilt,” we are com-
mitted to ensuring our work is fair 
and accurate. Errors of substance 
will be corrected. With very rare 
exception, these corrections will 
be listed on Page 2.

Bring corrections to The Hustler 
offi  ce in Sarratt 130 or e-mail us at 
editor@vanderbilthustler.com. You 
may also report them by telephone 
to the news line at 615-322-2424 
or the Editor-in-Chief at 615-322-
3757. 

The Vanderbilt Hustler opinion 
section aims to stimulate discus-
sion in the Vanderbilt community. 
In that spirit, columnists, guest 
columnists and authors of let-
ters to the editor are expected 
to provide logical argument to 
back their views. Unreasonable 
arguments or arguments in vain 
between columnists have no 
place in The Hustler and will not be 
published. The Vanderbilt Hustler 
welcomes reader viewpoints and 
off ers three methods of expres-
sion: letters to the editor, guest 
columns and feedback on our 
website.
Letters must be submitted either 

in person by the author to The 
Hustler offi  ce or via. e-mail to 
editor@vanderbilthustler.com Let-

ters via. e-mail must either come 
from a Vanderbilt e-mail address 
where the identity of the sender 
is clear or be accompanied with a 
phone call to the Editor-in-Chief. 
With rare exception, all letters 
must be received by 1 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Thursday or Sunday. The 
editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for 
length as well as clarity.
Lengthy letters that focus on an 

issue aff ecting students might be 
considered for a guest column at 
the editor’s discretion.
All submissions become the 

property of The Vanderbilt Hustler 
and must conform to the legal 
standards of Vanderbilt Student 
Communications, of which The 
Hustler is a division. 
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OPINION

Before I ever set foot in Professor Hess’s or-
ganic chemistry class last year, I remember dis-
cussing his classroom antics with veteran pre-
med students.  

Th eir descriptions of Chem 220 did not vary 
too greatly from those of other pre-med courses 
— large Stevenson lecture hall and daunting 
workload — though I remember being somewhat 
surprised when I was told that Professor Hess 
makes copies of students’ answer sheets to dis-
courage dishonest requests for exam re-grades.  

As no other professors in the pre-med science 
courses, to my knowledge, employ a similar proce-
dure for answer sheets, Wednesday’s cover article 
that exposed a disproportionate number of honor 
code violations in Hess’s courses did not come as 
too much of a surprise.  While the number of stu-
dents accused of violations for improper requests 
for test re-grades was disconcerting, I was aston-
ished at the newspaper’s attempt to impugn Pro-

fessor Hess’s testing procedures and make light 
of his comments on academic freedom. While 
Hess was characterized as a ‘paranoid professor’ 
who is allegedly engaged in ‘frivolous prosecu-
tions,’ his policy of copying answer sheets seems 
to lead to anything but frivolous accusations.  No 
student is singled out in this system, and in a 
course where grades are determined in compari-
son to the grades of classmates, any incident of 
dishonesty has an impact on every other student.  
Th ere is nothing paranoid about instituting a 
policy that maintains fairness for all students in 
the classroom. Furthermore, Wednesday’s “Our 
View” echoed the particularly disturbing and in-
creasingly common idea that students are paying 
customers who deserve a larger say in academic 
procedures.  Commoditization of the university 
education is incompatible with the purpose of a 
liberal arts education.  Professors are hired be-
cause of their expertise and prominence in their 

fi elds and are, consequently, most capable of eval-
uating students.  Th ere is nothing logical or fair 
about having the administration (or the students) 
impose testing standards in the classroom; this 
would undermine the autonomy of professors, a 
hallmark of our university system.      

While the students enrolled in organic chem-
istry might appreciate more clairvoyance in the 
future on whether or not this policy is continued, 
I fully respect Professor Hess’s decision to main-
tain his current exam procedures.  Any change in 
this policy, even in the face of heightened criti-
cism, would be a signifi cant aff ront to academic 
freedom at Vanderbilt and a defeat for individu-
als who view this university as more than a day 
camp off ering a transcript and a clean disciplin-
ary record.

Christopher Corbett
Junior A&S

Many students may argue that the administration, in the past year, has 
not acted as openly and fairly toward the students as many of us, including 
myself, would hope.  Recent criticism for the duration of the Security Task 
Force deliberations comes to mind as a primary example; dissolution of 
the soccer team is another.  Th e administration is certainly accountable 
for their actions, and should set its standards of communication around 
openness with the students. However, I will point out one good that has 
come from a “lie” on behalf of the administration.  

Th e Security Task Force, formed in light of the shocking events that 
littered the generally easy-going Vanderbilt campus last semester, endured 
for months when it should have lasted a few weeks.  Many criticize its par-
ticipants, as it was made largely of the usual suspects — students leaders 
who, though qualifi ed, spend much of their days pondering needs of stu-
dents and administrators, and therefore perhaps saw the Task Force as just 
another meeting.  Some diversity of participants was certainly in order.  

Contrary to general supposition, I think the duration of the Task Force’s 
meetings have worked for the students, and not against our best interest.  
Task Force members could have very simply reined in all the freedoms we 
currently relish, implementing instead a Draconian and generally not-fun 
Vanderbilt.  Response to the few major issues that sparked the Task Force’s 
creation, such as the shooting, could have resulted in the suggestion of se-
curity guards in the major residents halls every weekend if not throughout 
the week.  Point being, let’s be thankful the recommendations are as pro-
student as they are.  Vanderbilt can still be fun and safe. 

Th e major task now lies with the individual University organizations 
and administrators to implement these programs as they see fi t.  I think 
that in this step, as the Task Force is now complete, a new sense of ac-
countability must be put in place on behalf of the administrators.  Student 
input from a diverse group of interested volunteers (but no more poorly 
attended forums, please) must now be put in place to implement our very 
own sort of checks and balances — a relationship between students and 
administrators that was absent last semester — to make sure that the new 
rules reassure us, not restrict us.  To be sure that administrators will be ac-
countable to us, however, we must also be accountable to them.  Students 
must be sure that new regulations on our lives are improvements and that 
when we have opinions about our community, they are made known.  Per-
haps administrators are just silly stickers, but community really can start 
with everyone.  

Brennan McMahon
Junior A&S and Interhall Peabody Area Coordinator

COLUMN

In the past few weeks, I have 
been thinking about how interesting 
the double standard that exists be-

tween Republicans and Democrats 
is when it comes to racially insensi-
tive comments. Of course, this has 
shown up recently, with two obvious 
examples.  

In a speech given on Martin 
Luther King Day, Hillary Clinton, 
speaking to a largely black audience 
told them, “Th e House of Represen-
tatives is run like a plantation and 
you know what I’m talking about.”  
Th is obvious race-baiting did get 
some attention in the media, but all 
in all, Mrs. Clinton was let off  the 
hook. In addition, her explanation 
of what she meant was pretty weak. 
“[It] has been run in a way so that 
nobody with a contrary view has 
had a chance to present legislation, 
to make an argument, to be heard,” 
she said. 

Th e last time I checked, a planta-
tion was not a place where people 
fi led bills. However, aft er her expla-
nation, the talk of her remarks pretty 
much ended.

Another example of racially in-
sensitive remarks that have occurred 
in the past few weeks from Demo-
crats are those made by New Orleans 
Mayor Ray Nagin regarding the city 

of New Orleans. Nagin said that God 
intended for it to be a “chocolate city,” 
again referring to the fact that some 
of its black residents have moved 
elsewhere since Hurricane Katrina. 
Nagin was 
basically say-
ing he would 
only be proud 
of his city if it 
were made up 
of a black ma-
jority.  Again, 
there was a 
small wave of 
media stories, 
but Mayor 
Nagin, who is 
himself black, 
was pretty 
much given a 
free pass by the mainstream media. 
Apparently they accepted his silly 
explanation of his clearly racist re-
marks when he said: “Do you know 
anything chocolate? How do you 
make chocolate? You take dark choc-
olate, you mix it with white milk, and 
it becomes a delicious drink. Th at’s 
the chocolate I’m talking about.” Th e 
next day, Nagin was smart enough 
to issue this statement: “I’m really 
sorry that some people took that 
they way they did, and that was not 
my intention,” the mayor said. “I say 
everybody’s welcome.” For everyone, 
the apology seemed to be accepted. 
Unfortunately, when Republicans 
make any type of comments that are 

A double standard 
exists for Republicans
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There’s a Native American, or in the era of political correctness, 
an indigenous person working on the Hustler staff. 

At least, that’s what he claims. 
He also claims a special grievance that his 1/32nd heritage of 

Creek blood was not enough to qualify him for a minority scholar-
ship. 

The editor-in-chief of the paper is half Indian (not Columbus 
Indian, real Indian). But do you honestly think he checked the ap-
propriate ethnicity box on his college application? 

Of course he did; he’s not stupid. 
In an age where the bragging rights for universities seem to 

come from the diversity of the student body, is it any wonder white, 
Caucasian kids have begun to identify themselves as the “other” 
race in the whole admission process? 

As a staff, we understand the need for diversity. Part of the 
learning experience comes not from the lectures you sit for but the 
people you meet, the cultures you take knowledge from, the barri-
ers you break. 

But at the same time, preferring ethnicity to accomplishments 
and actual merit is a practice that must be discouraged by top uni-
versities if real advancement is going to take place. 

We applaud the Vanderbilt Office of Admission for selecting 
a well-rounded and diverse group of students. The practices that 
Dean Bill Shain, Director of Undergraduate Admissions, has put 
into place continue to reward the university. 

More schools should take Vanderbilt’s example, and instead of 
criticizing this university for being a population where minorities 
are ‘underrepresented,’ they should applaud this school as one that 
recognizes merit before quotas. 

You have no control over the culture you happen to be born into, 
so why should it count for so much down the line? Should admis-
sions officers start requiring pictures with applications to ensure 
that their student body actually looks a certain way?  

Above all, universities need to abandon the culture that tells 
Caucasian students they need to forsake their own heritage for a 
better chance at gaining admission.

Hard work and dedication is a culture in and of itself, one that 
should be rewarded and sought as highly as any ethnicity. 

Applaud Vanderbilt admissions
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“I’d say very 
prevalent.”

“From my ex-
perience – not 
very.”

“I’ve never 
personally seen 
anybody cheat.”

“I’d say a small 
percentage of 
people prob-
ably do it quite 
a bit.”

“Fairly prevalent 
because some 
professors make 
courses too 
hard and don’t 
inspire students 
enough to do 
the work on 
their own.”

How 
prevalent 

is cheating at 
Vanderbilt?
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possibly interpreted as “racially in-
sensitive”, they get a whole diff erent 
treatment.

In December 2002, at the 100th 
birthday party of then-Senator 
Strom Th urmond, Republican Sen-
ate Majority Leader Trent Lott was 
one of many speakers who came to 
pay tribute to Th urmond. In an off  
the cuff  remark Lott said, “I want 
to say this about my state: When 
Strom Th urmond ran for president, 
we voted for him. We’re proud of 
it. And if the rest of the country 
had followed our lead, we wouldn’t 
have had all these problems over all 

these years, either.”  Obviously, these 
remarks probably weren’t the best 
ones to make, even as a joke, since 
Th urmond ran a 1948 third-party 
presidential campaign in which he 
won only a few southern states, in-
cluding Mississippi, based almost 
solely on supporting racial segrega-
tion.  Of course, there were stories in 
the media about Lott’s remarks im-
mediately. Lott, like Nagin, issued an 
immediate apology for his remarks, 
saying, “A poor choice of words con-
veyed to some the impression that I 
embraced the discarded policies of 
the past.  Nothing could be further 
from the truth, and I apologize to 

anyone who was off ended by my 
statement.”  Th is should have cleared 
everything up, right?  Wrong.  

Instead, the media continued 
replaying the remarks and talking 
about the story for weeks.  Lott gave 
several press conferences in which he 
tried time and time again to explain 
he was simply trying to make Strom 
Th urmond feel good at his birthday 
party and that he meant nothing by 
it.  Despite all his press conferences 
and apologies, the story made it to 
the cover of both Time and News-
week. In the end, aft er three weeks of 
the media harping on the story, Lott 
resigned as Senate Majority Leader, 
and the story was fi nally put to rest.  

Last I checked, Ray Nagin did not 
resign as mayor, and Hillary Clinton 
did not resign from the Senate. If the 
media want to hold people account-
able for insensitive comments that 
they make about race, then that is 
fi ne.  But it’s important to hold ev-
eryone to the same standards, and 
not just pick and choose.

—Chris Donnelly is a sophomore in 
the College of Arts and Science.

Double: Media instigates turmoil
From DOUBLE, page 4

Many people have remarked on 
the name of my column with varying 
opinions of the worthiness or lack of 
worthiness to those words, “the road 
less traveled”. Despite what you may 
hear me mutter to myself while I’m 
walking to class in a half alert state, 
I am not truly a misanthrope, nor do 

I truly hate white people (except in 
jest and as a way to express a bigger 
idea.)  With that said, people make 
me sad, especially people who are 
not poor and do not know what it is 
to struggle.

It is with this as my background 
that I would like to call on your rec-
ollection of the metaphor of the cave 
while explaining what it is about 
certain people on this campus that 
so irritates me. In this illustration, 
Plato makes the argument that some 
people in society will invariably pre-
fer to lie in the darkness of ignorance, 
instead of gaining the riches growing 
in the light of knowledge.

Despite how pompous such a 
statement may strike you, stop to 
consider the state of people on this 
campus and be honest with yourself 
since no one can hear your thoughts 

(unless you’re foolish enough to get 
your own column). People by their 
natures are social creatures, but do 
you observe people’s tending to favor 
places with larger or smaller crowds? 
Do they go for more public or inti-
mate settings? Do they tend to be 
more open or exclusive?

Many people in college are an ex-
tension of their high school selves; for 
this reason, many people tend toward 
small cliques where personal growth 
is not only not required, but is largely 
discouraged. Similarly, people wall 
their minds with pleasant-sounding 
answers to social problems, akin to 
the sentiment attributed to Marie 
Antoinette, “Let them eat cake.” But 
when faced with actions, these same 
people preaching such pleasantries 
are nowhere to be seen unless their 
charity contributes to their image.

It is for these reasons primarily 
that I enjoy the freedom of drift ing 
between various groups and spouting 
my mind; there is an inherent retarda-
tion of the mind when people disallow 
themselves to consider the alternatives 
to the answers they know by rote. For 
this same reason, many people devel-
op a slave mentality. Now before you 
get angry and assume I’ve shown the 
same insensitivity as Senator Clinton, 
read on.  Th ink for a moment about 
those outrageous cartoons with some 
Looney Tunes character’s motivating 

a horse or donkey with a carrot on a 
string; the prize is ever in front of the 
beast, taunting it into pursuing some-
one else’s dream and never being able 
to achieve its own.

Th rough placing a kind of rev-
erence and mysticism about their 
dreams, many 
people disal-
low  them-
selves the 
ability to pur-
sue what they 
truly desire, 
and in pursuit 
of this unat-
tainable ideal, 
settle for the 
fi rst facsimile, 
no matter how 
crude.  Th e 
problem is 
compounded when the person both 
tells himself he may never do better 
and that the object he settled on is in 
fact not the refuse it really it is.

Th e eff ects trickle down until one 
thinks these norms to be correct by 
virtue of their popular occurrence. 
For example, one should never con-
sider it normal for a person to crave 
a Natty Light even if that person is 
a beer lover. Similarly, by expecting 
our dreams to come in certain pre-
packaged bundles, we reject the im-
age of our deeper desires, assuming 
these untested phantoms instead to 
be the dross actually settled upon.

In around 600 words, I cannot 
fully explain, nor did I intend to ex-
plain, why my culture bothers me. 
Despite the lack of a lucid depiction, 
you might still be able to ask yourself 
what is holding you back both from 
fi nding your true desires and from 
being ebullient.
—Mike Matthews II is a senior in 
the School of Engineering

On Th ursday, Senator John Kerry called for a fi li-
buster of the confi rmation of Samuel Alito, President 
Bush’s nominee for the Supreme Court. Th ough chances 
of Kerry’s call being heard by his fellow Senators is low, 
by tomorrow we may have quite an important show on 
our hands. Th e outcome of these proceedings will have 

bearing on all our futures and we should all pay close at-
tention. Th is is a big political risk for Senator Kerry, and 
would undoubtedly result in Majority Leader Bill Frist’s, 
and many other Republicans’, hurling even more names 
and disparaging remarks at Democrats, should they 
choose to follow him. However, a public stand along the 
lines of a fi libuster may be exactly what the Democratic 
Party, and the country, needs. Th ey should not shy away 
from this opportunity to send a message to the country’s 
conservative leaders.

In the months leading up to the war in Iraq, many 
Democrats were too afraid to risk being called weak 
on terrorism to take a stand and vote against the war.  
Th ough many have since expressed regret, it does not 
change the fact that we are now stuck in the Middle East 
with well over 2,000 soldiers dead. 

Th e Democrats cannot aff ord to let fear of political 
backlash restrain them, or they will get steamrolled by 
the Republican Party, allowing President Bush to have 
free reign over more than his fair share of the federal 
government. 

In “Federalist No. 10,” James Madison wrote, “Com-
plaints are everywhere heard from our most considerate 
and virtuous citizens...that measures are too oft en de-
cided, not according to the rules of justice and the rights 
of the minor party, but by the superior force of an inter-
ested and overbearing majority.” He might as well have 
been writing about the present. 

Th e conservative leadership has repeatedly threat-
ened to utilize what has been termed “the nuclear op-
tion,” should a fi libuster take place. Th is would make 
the blocking of a judicial nominee by the minority party 
impossible.  Th e Republican leadership should review 
the Constitution.

To prevent tyranny, the United States was estab-
lished with three branches of government, maintained 
by a system of checks and balances that prevent any 
one branch from becoming strong enough to hijack the 
government, which would cause the entire democratic 
system to derail. Part of this system of checks and bal-
ances establishes that the President’s nominees for the 
Supreme Court, as well as many other offi  cial appoint-
ments, must be approved with the “advice and consent” 
of the Senate. Senators exist for a reason — to represent 
the American people. 

Th e Democratic Senators generally represent people 
who did not vote for, and do not support, President 
Bush. By winning the election, the president did not 
win the right to off er a deaf ear to these voices. He did 
not win the right to appoint any conservative judge or 
pass any legislation he wants. Th e system of checks and 
balances ensures this and protects the rights of the mi-
nority party to be heard. 

Meanwhile, the conserva-
tive majority leadership refuses 
to entertain dissenting voices, as 
Minority Leader Harry Reid has 
repeatedly complained, thus ef-
fectively eliminating the possibil-
ity of balanced “advice” coming 
from the Senate. So, being in the 
minority, they may be left  with 
one option to voice their lack of 
consent — a fi libuster. Whether it 
fails or succeeds, they will be able 
to make sure the voices of a sig-
nifi cant number of Americans are 
heard. To eliminate this option tips the system of checks 
and balances that holds the federal government togeth-
er and gives the “overbearing majority” excessive power.  
When the Constitution says it requires the “consent” of 
the Senate, this consent is not guaranteed.  What many 
Republicans do not understand, or are unwilling to ad-
mit, is that if the Senate does not consent, then that is 
okay.  Th at is how the system works.

If enough Senators remain unconvinced that Samuel 
Alito is fi t for the Supreme Court of the United States, 
for a variety of legitimate reasons that could fi ll another 
column, and want to continue to debate this nomina-
tion by fi libustering, they are well within their rights 
and merely doing their job of protecting the American 
people by keeping the president in check. Most people 
will not like it; it is a hassle, and, granted, Alito is a more 
qualifi ed nominee than Harriet Miers.  However, just 
look to Bush’s disregard for legal procedure with regard 
to eavesdropping on the American people without get-
ting the necessary warrants, and it is clear that some-
body needs to step up and tell him that the federal gov-
ernment is not his play thing. 

Even if you are a conservative Republican, you want 
the precedent of the fi libuster to remain, and not just so 
your kids can appreciate Mr. Smith Goes to Washing-
ton.  

Otherwise, by what means could Senator Frist have 
attempted to block President Clinton’s nomination of 
Judge Richard Paez to the Ninth Circuit of the United 
States Court of Appeals in 1996? Much like Senator Ker-
ry will most likely be, Senator Frist was unsuccessful in 
his fi libuster attempt. But, hey, at least he tried.

—Reeve Hamilton is a sophomore in the College of Arts 
and Science.
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While there were promising signs in the fi rst half of 
Vanderbilt’s 81-58 loss to No. 5 Florida, a second half that 
they’d rather forget did in the Dores. Taking a three-point lead 
into the locker room at the half, the Gators outscored Vandy 
46-20 in the second half, never allowing the Commodores any 
hope aft er taking the lead at just under 15 minutes left  in the 
game.

“It was a tale of two halves,” Coach Kevin Stallings said. 
“We had a chance in the fi rst half to grab control of the game 
and we didn’t fi nish the fi rst half well.”

To begin the game, Vanderbilt matched Florida blow for 
blow, as DeMarre Carroll showed his muscle down low and 
Shan Foster caught fi re shooting the ball. Th e Dores took a 
lead that eventually swelled to 10 points at 29-19 on a Carroll 
jumper. Carroll, who got the start in favor of Ted Skuchas, 
fi nished the game with 18 points and nine rebounds. Th e 
Dores were having their way on off ense, as their fi eld goal 
percentage was 60 percent in the fi rst half.

Foul trouble became somewhat of a problem for Vandy in 
the fi rst half, as Julian Terrell picked up two fouls early, and the 
Dores had to rely on Skuchas and Davis Nwankwo for quality 
minutes inside. As well as Vanderbilt had played in the fi rst 
half, a late run keyed by Florida forwards Adrian Moss and Al 
Horford, as well as point guard Taurean Green, trimmed the 
lead to three at halft ime. 

“We were struggling on off ense in the fi rst half so I did 
whatever I had to do to get us going,” Horford said..” I knew I 
had to get everyone fi red up.” 

Perhaps the run was a foreshadowing of what was to come. 
Th e Gators came blazing out of the locker room, going on a 20-
6 run early in the second half and taking an 11-point lead. It 
began with Horford’s short jumper that trimmed Vanderbilt’s 
lead to one at 42-41. He then converted a three point play to 

give Florida the lead. Th e Gators never looked back, shooting 
62 percent in the second half.

“Th ey came out and dominated the second half,” Stallings 
said. “Th ey out-physicalled us inside.”

As Florida continued to pound the ball inside and wear out 
Vandy, the Dores went ice cold shooting the basketball. Th ey 
were zero for 10 shooting three-pointers, and 7 for 24 overall 
shooting in the second half. Vandy only made 6 of their 12 
second half free throws, which are always important when 
seeking upset victories.

“We just didn’t have it in the second half,” Shan Foster said. 
“With the crowd and all, and them being a great team, we just 
got taken out of our off ense.”

Florida had four players score in double fi gures, including 
Horford’s 16 points, Lee Humphrey’s 14 points, Taurean 
Green’s 12, and Joakim Noah’s 10. Horford also grabbed a 
mammoth 16 rebounds and had six assists. 

“We missed his rebounding last game, but he did a terrifi c 
job on both ends of the fl oor today,” Florida Coach Billy 
Donovan said. 

“It’s good to see him learning.”  
For Vanderbilt, Carroll led the way with 18, while Shan 

Foster had 11 points. Carroll’s production, however, tapered 
off  in the second half, as he only scored three points and was 
hampered by foul trouble.

In the end, Vanderbilt was simply overmatched against 
a talented team that needed a win and was playing at home. 
Gainesville is one of the toughest places in the SEC to escape 
with a win, as the Gators have won 19 games in a row on their 
home court, the O’Connell Center. 

“When teams come to the O’Dome, they know it’s going to 
be tough,” Humphrey said. “It’s a tough environment, and we 
showed that in the second half.”

Th e road will not get any easier this Wednesday, as the 
Commodores head east for a tilt with No.19 Tennessee.  ■
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Gators chomp hapless Vandy

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Neil Brake/VU Media Relations 

Alex Gordon goes for a layuup  during a recent game. Playing in Gordon’s home state Saturday, Vandy lost 81-58 to Florida.

BY WILL GIBBONS
HUSTLER SPORTS EDITOR

Th e Vanderbilt men’s tennis team opened 
the 2006 season this weekend with a pair of 
resounding victories at the Currey Tennis 
Center. 

On Sunday, Vanderbilt swept Tennesse Tech 
7-0 capping a weekend in which the Dores did not 
lose a game. Sophomore Ryan Preston defeated 
Tennessee Tech’s No. 1 Shunsuke Shimiza 6-1, 
6-0. Preston’s strong forehand and impeccable 
court presence allowed him to gain an early 
advantage that he never relinquished. 

”Ryan played extremely well,” Assistant 
Coach Tom Boysen said. “He only lost one game 
all weekend, and he responded very well to being 
put at the Number one singles position.”

Junior Evan Dufaux also took control of his 
match early at the No. 2 singles position with 
a 6-2, 6-3 over the Golden Eagles’ Borja Zarco. 
Dufaux also won his doubles match with partner 
Andy Mack 8-3. 

“Evan was a commanding presence in both 
singles and doubles.” Boysen said. “He did a great 

Tennis 
serves up
victories  

It is tough to decide which was more impressive: 
yesterday’s warm temperatures or Dee Davis’ gutsy second-
half performance that gave Vanderbilt a much needed 68-58 
home victory over Ole Miss.

Actually, considering the circumstances, it’s a no-brainer. 
Aft er losing three consecutive games and trailing 30-26 at the 
half, the Commodores found themselves in an emergency 
situation. Enter Davis.

“(Vanderbilt coach Melanie Balcomb) asked me if I was 
alright,” said Davis, who’s nursing a left  knee injury. “Th en she 
said, ‘I need you to attack. I need you to go out there and play 
hard and give me what you’ve got.’”

Davis gave the Commodores (14-7, 3-4 Southeastern 
Conference) more than enough, scoring 8 points and 
recording 4 assists in 20 minutes of play.

“When Dee steps on the court, it’s just a complete change in 
the ball game,” junior guard Caroline Williams said. “Dee knows 
how to control us and it’s just a confi dence that we all feel with 
her with the ball and it really showed in the second half.”

Passing up an open look, Davis instead assisted on 
a Williams’ three-pointer that tied the game at 30. Th e 
Commodores went on a 12-1 run to open the half and never 
looked back.

“We got more aggressive,” Balcomb said, “We’ve had a lot of 
leads and then we’ve lost them in the second half because we 
play not to lose instead of to win.”

Balcomb stressed the importance of the victory and Davis’ 
impact on the team.

“Th e doctors can’t guarantee you one way or another,” 
Balcomb said. “We tried to hold (Davis) out as long as we 
could but if we don’t win this game today at home against a 
team that’s 2-4 in the league, what are you saving her for?”

Aft er the way Vanderbilt began the game – trailing 8-0 
and 20-12 – you knew that the players were going to come out 
strong in the second half.

“We said it halft ime: ‘we’re not walking out of this gym 
with a loss,’” Williams said. “‘Everybody do everything in your 
power to get a (win) today cause we have to have it.’”

Th e Lady Rebels (12-8, 2-5 SEC) out-rebounded the 
Commodores 22-13 in the fi rst half, but failed to gain any 
momentum in the second. Vanderbilt can thank Davis for 
that, too.

“You saw us attack more and get off ensive rebounds right 
away because of Dee going to the basket,” Balcomb said. “(Th e 
21-15 edge in rebounding in the second half) was  because we 
kept them from attacking and we attacked more.”

Junior forward Carla Th omas had 14 of her game-high 16 
points in the second half, while Williams added 15 and junior 
guard Cherish Stringfi eld chipped in with 11, including a key 
three-pointer to give the Commodores a 56-45 lead with just 
under fi ve minutes remaining.

Being able to rebound from Th ursday’s 75-53 to LSU was 
critical. Th e Commodores trailed by just one at the half, but 
were outscored 47-26 in the second half.

Vanderbilt attempted just seven foul shots in the game, 
making yesterday’s 20-28 from the line that much more 
impressive.

“We don’t get to the free throw line enough because we 
don’t attack enough and we don’t off ensive rebound enough,” 
Balcomb said. 

Yesterday’s victory had other signifi cance, as over 7,800 
fans showed up in an eff ort to “Jam the Gym.” Fans were able 
to take lay-ups on the court aft er the game, as well as receive 
autographs from Commodore players.

Hopefully they got all Davis’ signature as the game showed 
that nobody is more valuable than her.  ■

Davis sparks victory over Rebels
MEN’S TENNIS

BY JARRED AMATO
HUSTLER ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

BY JAMBU PALANIAPPAN
HUSTLER SPORTS REPORTER

Please see PALANIAPPAN, page 11

Peter Tufo / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Carla Thomas goes up against an Ole Miss defender on Sun-
day. Her 16 points helped Vanderbilt to a 68-58 victory.
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VH: Is there any consolation, 
losing to UT when it’s Pat Summitt’s 
900th win?

Christina Wirth: No. It’s still a 
big disappointment. We’re looking 
forward to having another  chance to 
play them.

VH: Being so far away (from 
Mesa, AZ), do you ever miss home?

CW: I don’t really miss Arizona, 
but I do miss my family and friends 
sometimes.

VH: Who talks the best smack on 
the team?

CW: Nobody. Well, maybe (direc-
tor of operations) Kornell Battle.

VH: What is the best part of being 
at Vanderbilt?

CW: It’s cliche, but I’m experienc-
ing a great combination of outstand-
ing academics and athletics.

Capping off  a week where he wowed 
scouts and cemented his status as a top 
quarterback prospect, Jay Cutler’s North 
team won the Senior Bowl 31-14 over the 
South on Saturday.

Cutler only completed 9 of 16 passes 
for 69 yards, along with an acrobatic 
interception made by Texas cornerback 
Cedric Griffi  n. He also threw a late 
touchdown pass to wide receiver Derek 
Hagan of Arizona State.

According to NFL Draft  expert Mel 
Kiper, however, his performance during 
the week of practice set him a cut above. 

“Cutler still needs to work on his 
accuracy, but he displayed a terrifi c arm 
and good mobility,” Kiper said. “Cutler 
solidifi ed himself as an early to mid fi rst-
rounder.”

Th roughout the week, NFL scouts 
admitted that Cutler was far and away the 
best quarterback in Mobile, and possibly 
the best quarterback that the game had 
seen in several years. Th e consensus 
among talent evaluators around the league 
was that he showed terrifi c arm strength 
and great accuracy.

Even coaches who weren’t in Mobile 
to see Cutler, like Cleveland Browns 
head coach Romeo Crennel, noticed his 
performance.

“Just sitting out there, I saw a couple of 
throws that caught your eye,” Crennel said.

Th roughout the week, several NFL 
teams showed a strong interest in Cutler, 
like the Dolphins, Ravens, and Jets, who 
pick fourth in the Draft . 

While some scouts questioned if Cutler 
should be picked that high, he has no doubt 
that he can play to that level.

“I think I’m right there with Matt 
[Leinart] and Vince Young, in any aspect 
you can imagine,” Cutler said. 

Cutler might have benefi ted from 
other quarterbacks in Mobile having a 
tough week of practice. Th e only other 
quarterback who received much praise 
at all was Brodie Croyle of Alabama, who 
could have improved his draft  status as 
much as two rounds. While Georgia’s 
D.J. Shockley and Clemson’s Charlie 
Whitehurst showed some fl ashes of great 
play, Penn State’s Michael Robinson and 
Alabama-Birmingham’s Darrell Hackney 
struggled.

From the start of the week, all eyes 
were clearly glued to Cutler, whose stock 
has risen steadily since the Commodores 
defeated the Tennessee Volunteers to close 
out their season.

“I think now everybody knows what 
kind of talent I have and where I might be 
at the draft ,” said Cutler.

Th e NFL Draft  is April 28 and 29 in 
New York.   ■

Th e Vanderbilt Women’s Tennis Team beat 
the University of Michigan 6-1 on Sunday at 
the Currey Tennis Center in their last match 
before they head to the ITA Indoor National 
Competitions. A strong start in the doubles 
matches carried over to singles as the No. 8 
Commodores looked strong taking down the 
No. 35 Wolverines.

“I’m really pleased with our eff ort,” head 
coach Geoff  Macdonald said. “Michigan is a 
really solid team, the match was actually a little 
closer than it looked.”

Th e day started off  with a victory by the 
No. 2 doubles team of junior Amanda Fish and 
sophomore Taka Bertrand, who easily won 8-
1. Th e newly elevated No. 1 team of sophomore 
Amanda Taylor and freshman Maggie Yahner 
responded to their challenge and won 8-
3 against Michigan’s top duo, winning the 
doubles point for the Dores.  Michigan won the 
No. 3 doubles with a 3-0 run aft er being tied 
at 5-5 against sophomore Caroline Ferrell and 
freshman Courtney Ulery.

“I was very pleased with the No. 1 doubles,” 
Macdonald said. “Yahner and Taylor have been 
lights out in practice, I wanted to give them this 
opportunity as a reward for their hard work.”

In the No. 1 singles battle, Fish lost her fi rst 
game but rolled from there, beating Michigan’s 
Kara Delicata 6-1, 6-2.  

Fish only had her serve broken once and 

was in control of the whole match, fi nishing 
fi rst and setting the tone for the rest of the 
Commodores.

“It was really fun, it’s a nice honor to play 
No. 1,” Fish said, aft er playing No. 2 last match 
behind Bertrand. “I thought I stayed in points 
pretty well and my movement was good, which 
helped today.”

Bertrand was the next to fi nish in the No. 
2 slot, engaging in a back and forth battle that 
ended in favor of the Dores, 6-2, 6-3. Ulery 
overcame formerly high ranked Elizabeth Exon 
6-2, 6-3, to clinch the match for Vanderbilt.

“We’re a really young team, so every 
match is about learning,” Macdonald said. 
“Seeing how the match could have gone is real 
important getting ready for next week, because 
the momentum swings are many in the NCAA 
Indoors.”

Vandy’s No. 3 Taylor won her fi rst game 6-3, 
but lost the second 3-6 aft er being up 3-2. She 
showed the resilience that Macdonald wants to 
see in his team by winning the third game 6-1.

Ferrell narrowly lost her match, 6-7, 7-
5, and then 10-8 in a third game tiebreaker.  
Yahner took an early lead and was able to beat 
a tough Wolverine No. 6 with scores of 6-2,       
6-2.

“Th e freshmen came out big today,” Fish 
said. “It was great to see all our young guys 
come through in a tough match.”

Th e Commodores will head up to Madison, 
Wisconsin, for the National Team Indoors on 
Wednesday, February 1st.  ■

Cutler impresses scoutsDores rout Michigan
FOOTBALL

job taking the game to the opponents and never 
letting up.”

Th e win came just one day aft er the Dores 
manhandled Th e University of Tennessee-
Martin Skyhawks 7-0. Preston debuted at the 
No. 1 singles position and led the Dores with 
a pristine 6-0, 6-0 win over Skyhwak captain 
Oltion Mollaymeri. 

“It was a solid enough match,” Preston said. 
“Th e whole team played really effi  ciently.”

Th e most entertaining match of the day came 

at the No. 4 slot when Commodore Andy Mack 
and UTM’s Andrey Yesipov. Mack prevailed 6-4, 
6-3 en route to a commodore sweep of the singles 
rounds. 

Th e Dores also dominated the Doubles round, 
led by the strong performances of No. 3 pair Nick 
Cromydas and Nathan Sachs in their 8-1 victory. 

“I thought that it was a pretty effi  cient fi rst 
performance,” Duvenhage said. “We really 
improved as the match went on.”

Th e weekend marked a triumphant start to 
the Commodore careers for Duvenhauge and 

Boysen. Both were extremely elated that their 
fi rst matches with the Vanderbilt program were 
such overwhelming successes. 

“We had great starts all weekend long,” Boysen 
said. “We capitalized on some break points early 
on in all of our matches and rode those out to 
great fi nishes.”

Th e Dores fi nished last season a with a 
disappointing 16-15 record and went on to the 
second round of the NCAA tournament. Boysen 
hopes that this season will be diff erent.  ■

Palaniappan: Commodores blank weekend opponents
From PALANIAPPAN, page 10

WOMEN’S TENNIS

BY MAX FRANKLIN
HUSTLER SPORTS REPORTER

BY ANDY LUTZKY
HUSTLER ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
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The Actors’ Gang creates bold, original 
works for the stage and daring 
interpretations of the classics.

The Exonerated proves no different as it 
examines capital punishment and the 

justice system in chilling terms

cosponsored by Project Dialogue 

SUMMER IN MAINE
Males and females.

Meet new friends! Travel!
Teach your favorite activity.

*Tennis *Swim
*Canoe *Sail
*Water Ski *Kayak
*Gymnastics *Archery
*Silver Jewelry *Rocks
*English Riding *Ropes
*Copper Enameling *Art
*Basketball *Pottery
*Field Hockey *Offi ce

*And More!

June to August. Residential.
Enjoy our website. Apply on-line.

TRIPP LAKE CAMP for P Girls:
1-800-997-4347

www.tripplakecamp.com

SUDOKU

TO SOLVE: FILL IN THE BLANKS SO THE NUMBERS 1-9 APPEAR JUST 
ONCE IN EACH HORIZONTAL ROW, VERTICAL COLUMN AND 3X3 BOX.

01-27 Solutions

The Vanderbilt HusThe Vanderbilt Hustlertler 

VH

FUN & GAMESFUN & GAMESFUN & GAMES


