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Violence Against Women Act 2005 Needs Your Support! 

0 
n September 30th, the current Violence Against 
Women Act of 2000 will expire. Although it is likely 
to I.Je reauthorized in Congress, it is st ill vital to show 
support for thi s new bill , the Violcm:c Against Women 

Act 2005 (VAWA). Your support, in terms of phone calls, let­
ters, and e-mails to your senators and representatives, ensures 
this legislation will get its full funding and not be subject to 
amendments and funding cuts due to rising wartime spending 
needs. Please read the brief history below so that you can make 
an informed plea to your representatives. Don 't let this land­
mark legislation go underfunded! 

Violence Against Women Act: Landmark Legislation 
In the late 1980s and early 1990s, domestic violence advocates 
came together with one focus-to address the needs of their con­
stituents at a federal level. A result of their cohesion led to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee's multi-year review on the status of 
violence against women. Senator Joseph Bielen (D-DE), Chair 
of the Committee, noted in the report that national legislation 
needed to change as well as national attitudes about violence 
against women: 

•· ... The knowledge that society U/1{1 its crimina/justice .sys­
tem o.ff'er no real pmtection has the potential to victimize 

all women, forcing them In remain in abusiveJinni~l' situa­
tions, or to circumscribe their li1•es, because offem: The 
stakes are high. {f' ll'e do not succeed, we risk thefaith of' 
over ha(f'nur citizens in the ability- and the the willing­
ness-of our a im ina/justice system to protect them. And, 
ll'hat is ll'orse, we condemnJitlure generations to accept 
not on~)' the possibility of' violence, but the reality of'/ives 
too o.fien limited by thef'ear of' violence." 

And, although it took several years, the Violence Against 
Women Act, introduced in January 1991 , did finally pass with 
almost unanimous bi-partisan support in August 1994 as part of 
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 
(PL- 1 03-322). Over the nex t fi ve years, this new act of legisla­
tion helped create: 

• new penalties for gender-related violence; 

• STOP (Service, Training, Officers and Prosecutors) Formula 
Grant Program, which awarded over $440 million to support 
9,000 projc<..:ts between 1995 and 2000; 

• rural domestic violence and child abuse enforcement grants; 

and perhaps most importantly, the creation of the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline. The Hot-
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INSIDE Race for the Cure'w Kicks Off September 25th 
2 li\lAGE Fall Retrc:lt 
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7 Diver~ity lnitintive Awnrds 
Nominntions Due Sept. 30th! 

8 Announcements 

For more infornntion, 
plense sec our website: 
www.vanderbilt.edu/ 
\VomensCenter 

One in se1•en II'OIIIen ll'ill be diagnosed 
ll'ith breast cancer durin~ the course t~{ 
her lifetime. 

Support the women of Middle Tennessee by 
participating in the Susan G. Kamen Greater 
Nashville Afilliate Race for the Cure' on Sun­
day, September 25 at MetroCcnter Business 
Park. Join us for our annual 5K Run/ Walk and 
I mile Walk as we honor breast cancer sur­
vivors, remember those who have succumbed 
to this disease, and raise funds to support 
research and treatment of this widespread ill­
ness. At every Race' event, breast cancer sur-

vivors celebrate their survivorship by donning 
pink caps, buttons, and T-shirts. REGISTEit 

ONLINE AT 11'\l'll'.komen-nashville.mg and you 
will be helping to fund global research efforts 
as well as local breast health and breast cancer 
outreach programs. Up to seventy-five percent 
of the net proceeds fund con11nunity projects 
related to breast health education, screening 
and treatment. In 2004 the Komen Greater 
Nashville Affiliate funded over $200,000 in 
grants to local programs that support breast 
health initiatives to underprivi leged or med­
ically underserved populations. Some of these 
programs provide COIIIilllll'd 011 page 2 



Vanderbilt's IMAGE Upcoming Events! 

IMAG E, as an organization, was created in 
the Fall of 2002 when two students came 
together with a joint idea and passion 
about improving body image at Vanderbilt 
and decreasing the numbers of eating dis­
orders in our community. Apri l Ann Salci-
do (Class of 2004) and Katelin Olson 
(Class of 2005) contacted Becky Spires, 

Assistant Director for Wcllness Programs, and began to lay the 
groundwork for this great ly needed organization. Since its initia­
tion as a student organization in 2002, IMAGE has grown in 
membership and strength and continues to grow as more stu­
dents become aware of the seriousness of negative body image 
and become active about celebrating our bodies. 

The idea behind IMAGE was first developed during a fact-find­
ing series conducted in July of 1999 by Becky Spires. The over­
whelming response from Vanderbi lt faculty and staff that her 
series generated demonstrated a need for further programming 
around body image. In Februmy 2000, Spires helped begin the 
Faculty and Staff Eating Disorders Task Force to further discuss 
the growing numbers of individuals suffering from eating disor­
ders or other forms of negative body image on campus, and to 
develop a strategy to promote hea lthy body image while com­
bating negative images. 

13y 200 I, interest in promoting healthy body image and rcdue-
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ing negative body image and 
eating disorders had increased. 
A student task force was 
formed during the 200 I aca­
demic year and it was fro m 
this group of individuals that 
IMAGE was born. Since 2002, 
IMAGE has transformed itself 
from a brilliant idea to a self­
suntcicnt, student-nm, activist 
organ ization. IMAGE has 
brought programs such as Eat-
ing Disorders All'areness Wee/( 

First Meeting: Tuesday, 
August 30th at Spm in 

Sarratt 110 

Fall Retreat : Saturday, 
September 3rd from 12pm· 

Spm in the Student Life 
Center, Ballroom A 

Love Your Body Day: 
Wednesday, October 19th 

beginning at 11am 

(a week-long series of events including a student panel, media 
presentations, and guest speakers); Healthy Holidays (a discus­
sion of healthy ways to approach the hol iday season); and the 
Fall Retreat (an educational retreat teaching indivduals about 
body image, eating disorders, and how to be an activist on body 
image issues). 

If you arc interested in jo ining or learning more about IMAGE, 
please contact kat ie.protos@vanderbilt.edu (president) or 
becky.spires@vandcrbilt .edu (advisor). We invite you to come 
hear more about HvfAGE by attending our meetings held every 
other Tuesday beginning on August 30th at 5pm in Sarratt II 0. 

- submitled by Katie Pro/us 

Race for the Cure·! 
continued.fi'Oin page I 

free screenings and mammograms for low-income, minority and 
senior women. Other programs provide support to women who 
have been diagnosed with breast cancer. One such grant funded 
psychotherapy to uninsured patients experiencing emotional dis­
tress following diagnosis. In total, fourteen programs were fund­
ed through the Komen Greater Nashville Affiliate. 

A minimum of twenty-five percent of the net proceeds supports 
the Susan G. Komcn Breast Cancer Foundati on Award and 
Research Grant Program. For the past 20 years, the program has 
provided much-needed funding for ground-break ing breast can­
cer research. The Komcn Race for the Cme' Series is the largest 
series of 5K runs/fitness walks in the world . Since its origina­
tion in Dallas in 1983, the Race for the Cure' Series has grown 
from one loca l Race' with 800 participants to a national series of 
more than I 00 Races' with over 1.5 million people expected to 
participate in 2005. 

Pre-race individual registration is $20; Team registration is 
$18 {sec Women's Center Team info on page 5). Race Day 
registration is $30. For more infor mation : "'" '11'./wmen­
llash l'ille. org. 

- Suhmitled by T!f/'any Holland 
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Violence Against Women Act 2005 Needs Your Support! 
continued.fimn page I 

line, launched in Febnmry 1996 through a grant by the Sccrc­
tnry of Health nnd Human Services, operates 24/7 and provides 
crisis intervention services ns well as re!errnls to locnl programs 
and services. 

When the original VA WI\ provisions expired in 2000, Congress 
renuthorized this legislation wi th the passage of the Violence 
/\gninst Women Act of 2000. Once again , the House nnd Senntc 
versions of this bill passed nlmost unanimously and President 
Clinton signed it into lnw in October 2000. This new bill, the 
Violence Against Women Act 2000 (VAWA II), created a few 
new programs, including: 

• Civil legn l nssistance: $200 million over five years. This 
includes grnnt progrnms to provide help with protection orders, 
family court matters, housing, immigration nnd ndministrntive 
matters; 

• Tnmsiti onnl housing: This lcgislntion was supposed to have 
provided over $25 million to provide grants to individuals who 
were homeless due to domestic violence. Unfortunately this 
program wns never funded. 

• Supervised visitation center: $30 million for two-year period 
to state and locnl enforcement to sponsor pilot progrnms of 
supervised visi tntion exchange for children of victims; 

• Full Fai th and Credit: allows for protect ion orders from one 
state to be recognized in another. 

• I3nttered Immigrant \Vomcn: Considered the most significant 
nddition to the original YAW/\ legislation, this section removes 
the U.S. legnlresidency and "extreme hnrclship" requirements 
to r immigrant women in order to receive YAW/\ protections; 

• Defined dating violence and provided grants toward progrnms 
that address dating violence; and last ly, 

• Services for Disabled and Older 'Women: $25 million over 
live years to provide funds for training to law enforcement and 
to develop protocol and policies pertaining to the needs of older 
and disabled victims of domestic and sexual violence. 

Support VAWA 2005! 

VA\VA expires this September 30. We urge you to contact your 
senators and representatives to support the reauthorization of 
this lnndmark legislntion. VA W i\, known ns Senntc bi II S.ll97, 
is sponsored by Senators Joseph Bidcn (D-DE), Arlen Spector 
(R-PAO, and Orrin Hatch (R-UT), will continue these vi tal pro­
grams as well include some addit ions, such ns snfcguarding vic­
tims ' jobs; expanding T-visns for battered immigmnt women; 
and calls for establishing a new Deputy Director in the Office 
on Violence Agninst Women. The proposed funding over live 
years is $3.947 billion. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee hns nl rcady held hearings in 
July and VAW/\ 2005 is expected to come to the Sennte noor 
some time after Labor Day. The more support this bill has, the 
less likely it will be prone to proposed funding cuts. 

September 2005 

In the I louse, there arc two 
versions ofVAWA being 
considered for renuthoriza­
tion : 

• IIR 2876, sponsored by 
John Conyers (D-l'vll) and 
Mark Green (R-Wl), is 

Tenncssc:ms- Show your 
supporl for VAWA 2005 by 
contacting: 

U.S. Senator Bill Frist 
United States Senate 
Wnshington, DC 2051 0 
(202) 224-3344 similnr to the Senate bill, 

but also includes progmms 
to protect young survivors, U.S. Senator Lamar Alexander 

United States Senate educational programs tor 
health cnrc workers on how Washington, DC 20510 

to respond to survivors' 
health needs, nnd promotes 
safe, long-term housing for 
survivors. The proposed 
fundi ng over five years is 
$3.938 billion. 

(202) 224-4944 

Representative Jim Cooper 
U.S. House of Representntivcs 
Washington, DC 2051 5 
(202) 225-4311 

• HR 3171 , sponsored by Rep. Zoe Lofgran (D-CA) nnd 120 
Democrats, includes all the Senntc and bi-partisan bill provi­
sions, but also includes protections for bnttcrcd immigrant 
women and promotes access to emergency con! raccpt ion for 
rape SUrVIVOr S. 

Several websites hnvc set up n system to make it ensy for you to 
contact your senators and representatives and voice your sup­
port: www.NO W01g; wwu~ endabuse.01g; ll'll' ll '. 700wulllen.m g. 
All th~.:sc websites allow you to enter your zip code to find out 
how to contact your representatives. You can either cnll or 
e-mail them; there are n few sample talking points nnd a sample 
letter. 

-FYI-
This is the crucinl legislation thnt originally funded Project 
Safe- a coordinated campus-wide effort nimed nt education, 
prevention nnd response services for Vnnderbilt students, facu lty 
and stnn- anccted by sexual assault, intimate pnrtner abuse, and 
stnlking- from 1999 to 2003. Vanderbilt University now funds 
its nccessnry services nnd successful progrmnming. 

- submitted by Mi sa Culley 

National Women's Alliance Training 
Tlw Tutersectiounl Approncll to Violence Agninst 

Women: Working witll Diverse Tnrfiv irfunls 
October 18th ® The Unive rsity Club 

l1:30ami13:00pm 
Fee of $15.00 to cover the cost of lunch. 

For more information, p lease contact Vicky Bas ra at 
322-1333 or vicky.basra@vanderbilt.edu 
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In the Library 

A Women's Place: From the Military to the Divine 

MOVING BEYOND 
G.l. JANE 

U.S. military women have been in the 
spotlight in recent months, though not 
always in positi ve ways. Mol'iug 
Beyond G.l. Jane: Women and tile U.S. 
Militm:J' (University Press of America, 
2005) examines the current status of 
women in the military, the problems 
they have faced in recent decades, and 
how military life can nnd should be 
improved for females. The writers, Sara 
L. Zeigler and Gregory G. Gunderson, 
both professors at Eastern Kentucky 

University, observed that gender played a major role in some of 
the scandals of recent years. Thi s work was completed before 
the recent well-publicized incidents of women sold iers harassing 
Iraqi prisoners. 

The authors aim to "provide a comprehensive account of the 
role gender plays in challenging the institutional cultures of the 
services and in shaping the future of those service culhrres. 
Attempts to integrate women into the armed forces arc met with 
fierce intransigence which we attribute to the very masculinity 
of military culture." In the early 80s Gunderson served in the 
military police under a female commander and was very 
impressed with her abilities and professionalism and with the 
other military women he met. 

Zeigler and Gunderson feel that all occupations in the military 
should be open to women and that the percentage of females in 
the armed forces will continue to increase. They di scuss the 
arguments frequently given for excluding women from combat 
and some other categories of military service and show why 
those reasons are not valid. They also believe that women have 
some advantages over men in certain fields, such as peacekeep­
ing and long-term occupation of foreign countries. Women are 
often preferable as investigators of crimes like rape in war. Even 
when in uniform, they tend to be less threatening to victims. 

Other topics included are females in civilian law enforcement, 
women in the armed forces in other countries, and the pervasive 
problem of sexual harassment in the military The writers show 
how harassment, which is intensified by the institutional culture 
of the military and is usually blamed on the victims, can and 
must be confronted promptly. The authors surveyed a group of 
530 ROTC cadets about their attitudes toward women in the 
military. While the results in some categories were mixed, Zei­
gler and Gunderson were encouraged by many of the findings 
and feel that the future will be brighter for females in the Amer­
ican armed forces. 

Goddesses and tile Dil•iue Feminine: A Westem Religious His­
tory (University of California Press, 2005) is a fascinating and 
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balanced study of the roles of female 
dei ties and sacred figures in Western 
religious traditions. The wri ter, Rose­
mary Radford Ruether, has written 
many books on women and re ligion 
and is the Carpenter Pro fessor of Femi­

B 11 h u • ( lu kl 
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nist Theology at the Graduate Theolog-'-----------' 
ical Union in 13erkclcy, Cal ifornia. 

!i[!j!~p;:ljlj~~ij] Over the centuries most wri ters of reli­
gious history have focused on the male­
dominated religions of the Western world . 
However, in recent decades some femi­
nist writers have suggested that a number 
of prehistoric societies had female deities, 
were matricentric and matril inca I and that 
women in those societies had a compara­
tively high stahrs. Their theories were 
based largely on interpretations of archae­

~ ~;:==:z=:;u ological evidence. These matriarchal 
~ societies were believed to have been sue-
ceeclecl by more hierarchica l and violent patriarchal ones, which 
have lasted in various forms until the present day. 

Ruether points out the fallacies of many of these theories, 
including those of the influential writers Marija Gimbutas and 
Riane Eisler. It is very dift'icult to draw accurate conclusions 
based on surviving arehacologicalmaterials, according to 
Ruether, and issues of gender ro les tend to refl ect the opinions 
of the particular archaeologists. She feels that one can be femi­
nist or ecofemini st and believe in female deit ies without sub­
scribing to unproven theories about ancient matriarchy. 

This volume traces the history of religious beliefs, goddesses 
and powerful fema le images from the earliest days to the pres­
ent, mainly in the Western world, with one chapter focusing on 
the Aztecs. The writer points out that religious women, such as 
the Virgin Mary, were important fi gures in some eras but that 
the Protestant religious tradition de-emphas ized Mary and the 
saints, many of whom were fe male. A chapter is devoted to the 
beliefs and practices of those fem inists who have been embrac­
ing the worship of goddesses and linking them to respect for 
nature and the environment and to peace and equality. Today 
Wiccan and neopagan beliefs and practices play a part in the 
lives of growing numbers of Americans and have become more 
mainstream. 

The writer feels that these believers share much in common 
with Christian ecofeminists and that the two groups can be allies 
in efforts to bring about positive changes in society. Ruether 
considers that her book "expresses a critique of theories of 
ancient matriarchy, whi le at the same time aftirming the move­
ments that seek to reinterpret those colll illued 011 page 7 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
IMAGE Fall Retreat 
September 3, 12pm- Stun, Student 
Life Center, Ballroom A 
What: Arc you interested in learning 
more about eating disorders? Do you 
know someone who has sufTered 
from negative body image? Join us 
for our 2nd Annual Educational 
Retreat about healthy body image and 
eating disorders to learn how you can 
help others and become a resource on 

,~~~~~~~~~ body image. For more info, please I contact katic.protos@vanderbilt.edu 

W. E. B.S. (Women Empowered hy Sport.\) 
When: Fridays in se,)temb(•r, 9, 16, 23 from 5:00- 6:00pm at 
the Centennial Sportsplex. 
Who: W.E.B.S. is open to women faculty, staff, students and 
community. All women of all ages, shapes and sizes are wel­
come and encouraged to participate. 
What : W.E.I3.S. is for women to learn sports in a safe environ­
ment. This time WEBS will be teaching ICE SKATING. This 
is a basic ski ll level teaching and learning-by-doing experience 
that will be completely non-competitive and in a very safe/fun 
environment. Skates, lessons, and ice time arc all free to you. 
CLASS SPACE IS VERY LIMITED, you must register in 
advance and be able to make it to all three classes. For more 
information or to sign up, contact jennifer.hackctt 
@vandcrbilt.edu or 322-65 1 X. 

Graduate School: Is This My Future? 
(Graduate School Q & A) 
'1\1esday, September 13, 4:30- 6:00PM in the New Student Lite 
Building, Meeting Room I 
What : At this event, you will get the inside scoop on graduate 
school from those who are living it--<;urrcnt VU graduate stu­
dents! Come and find out what the li fe of a graduate student is 
really like and what to consider as you arc making decisions 
about your future. Refreshments available. 
Who: This program is free and open to anyone and is co­
sponsored wi th the Career Center. 
For more information, contact dlanna.mason@vandcrbilt.edu 

Hand in Hand 
Friday evening-Sunday afternoon, September 16-18 
Locati on TBA 
What: Hand in I land is a training about the dynamics of 

violence against women and how to help survivors make 

September 2005 

informed decisions about services and options available to them 
related to dating/domestic violence, sexual assault or stalking. 
Who: This free training is open to students, stafT, faculty and 
the community. Part of the focus will be directly about campus 
resources, as well as general information on these issues. Space 
is limited; please contact Kacy Silverstein at 322-3774 or at 
kacy.si I vcrstcin@v<mderbi It .edu 

Women's Center Sexuality Series- Part 1 
Film showing: Tile Clitoris 
Monday, September 19, 7:00pm in Wilson 126 
\\' hat: This provocative and often humorous fil m explores the 
"mysteries" of female sexuality, focusing on the clitoris- a tiny, 
highly sensitive organ with X,OOO nerve endings at its tip, mak­
ing it the most responsive organ in the human body. 
\Vho: This film is free and open to anyone, and is co-sponsored 
with Women and Gender Studies. 
For more info, contact jenni ter.hackctt@vandcrbilt.edu 

\\'omen in Academe 
Tuesday, September 20, 4: I 0-5:30pm, Buttrick Hall, Rm 202 
Women in Academe is a year-long series that will oft"cr pro­
grams to women in graduate school or who nrc considering it. 
Session 1: Moth erhood in the Academy 
What : In this session we will explore the reali ties of being a 
mother and a member of the academy (graduate student, 
lecturer, professor). We will also look at things to keep in mind 
while looking for employment at an institut ion of higher educa­
tion, such as the school's policy on maternity leave, etc. 
Who: This program is for anyone in or considering graduate 
school , and is co-sponsored with the Career Center. 
For more info, contact vanessa.k.valdes@vanclcrbilt.edu 

Vandy Fems Retreat 
Sat 111:day, September 24, Saturday afternoon- Sunday morning 
What: A time to get away with like-minded individuals to plan 
for a fantastic year of feminism! The overnight retreat wil l fin­
ish with activism via Race for the Cure' . 
Who: This event is open to all people interested in feminism on 
VU's campus. For more information contact 
cri n.m.leggett@vanderbi I t.cdu 

~--------------------. 

Race for the Cure' -Van­
derbilt Women and 
Friends 
Sunday Se(ltember 25, 
8:45am at MetroCenter 
Who: Absolutely anyone is 
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continued Ji·om page 5 

welcome to join this team! Go to ll'll'll'.komen-nashville.mg for 
more information. Team Registration is $18 and includes your 
T-shirt. On the day of the race there will be large nlphabct lcllers 
set up. We'll have a Women's Center sign and will meet under 
the "W" for women at 8:45am for those who wish to walk. 
(Runners can meet up with us, and then go to the front of the 
human line of people as the race begins.) Registration on the 
day of the event is $30, so pre-registration is the most cost 
effecti ve. 
\\' hat: The Susan G. Kamen 13reast Cancer Foundation Race for 
the Cure ' Series raises significant funds and awareness for the 
fight against breast cancer, celebrates breast cancer survivorship, 
and honors those who have lost their battle with the disease. 
vVith fund s ra ised by the Kamen Race for the Cure• Series, the 
Kamen Foundation with its Afliliatc Network is able to fund 
breast cancer research grants, meritorious awards, and commu­
nity outreach programs. 
For more informat ion, contact sarah.c.dcan@vanderbilt.edu 

SPEAKER: Jennifer Fi1111ey Boylan 
Thursday Sept 29,4: IOpm, Wilson 103 
What: Jennifer Finney Boylan is co-chair of the Engli sh depart­
ment at Colby College, where she was voted Professor of the 
Year in 2000. As James Finney Boylan, she wrote the critically 
praised novels l11e Constellations; The Planets; and Gelling In , 
as well as a collection of short stories. She lives in Maine with 
her family. If you would like more information on Jenny, please 
visit ll'll'll'.shesnotthe1·ebook. com 
\Vho: This event is free and open to everyone. This event is 
sponsored by Women's and Gender Studies. For more inform 
at ion about her visit, contact rory.dicker@vanderbilt.edu 

REGULAR GROUPS/ MEETINGS 

Sistahs Reading Sistahs (Free Lunch Day!) 
Wcdncsdny, September 7, I 2:30pm- I :30pm (Meets the I st Wed­
nesday) 
What: A book group for everyone interested in reading Ati·ican­
Amcrican women authors. This month the group will be reading 
Casting The First Stone by Kimberla Utwson Roby. Come and 
enjoy n free lunch sponsored by the Women's Center! 
Who: This group is free and open to everyone. 
for more info, please wntact rcgina.snell@vanderbi lt.eclu 

Dissertntion Writl'rs Group 
Wedn<'sdays, September 7, 14, 21, 28; 11 am- 12noon (Meets 
every Wednesday) 
What/Who: This support group meets every week to provide 
women Ph.D. candidates with objective reactions and fresh 
perspectives, as well as a place to unwind during the dissertation 
writing process. 
For more information, contact rory.dicker@vanderbilt .edu 
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T-O LAST (Tmw.ge/1(/ered, Bi ll'tnnen, Lesbians a/1(/ Stmight 
Women Toget/w) Drown nag Lunch Group 
Mondny, September 12, 12:00- 1 :OOpm (Regular meeting day and 
time will be establ ished at this meeting) 
What: This meeting will address the question "What's T-BLAST?" 
Too oficn, lesbians, bi-women and straight women arc portrnycd as 
being on opposite sides of a great chasm of ditrerence and trans­
gendered women are left out of the equal ion altogether. Yet women 
throughout history have had loving Ii·ienclships with their mothers, 
daughters and best fi·iends despi te ctincring sexual identit ies. Please 
join us in a casual conversation and celebration of our diOcrences 
and our friendships. 
Who: This discussion group is free and open to all women. 
Co-sponsored with the VU GLBT Onice. For more information, 
contact jennifer.hackett@vanderbilt.cdu or mclinda.brown@ 
vandcrbilt.edu 

Cr<'ative Life Plnnning Group 
Tuesdays, September 6, 13, 20, 27; I I :30am- l :00 pm (Meets 
eve1y Tuesday). 
Whnt/Who: A group for all dedicated to living life intentionally 
and creatively. Free and open to eve1yone and is usually attended 
by women between 40 and 90 years of age. 
For more information, call 322-4R43. 

Crentive Writing Group 
'I\1esday, September 13, 5:30- 7:00pm. (Meets the 2nd Tuesday) 
What : The Creative Writing Group is open to new members! We 
look forward to hearing your piece. No writing experience neces­
sary. You can bring a piece or create one at the group. 
Who: This group is free and open to everyone. It is led by Anna Sir 
who will be doing some writing instruction as well as lacilitation of 
the group. For more information, or to RSVP to the group, contact 
annasi r@bcllsouth.nct 

Vnndy Moms 
Thursdny, September 8, 22 ; 11 :30am- 12:30pm (Meets the 2nd 
and 4th Thursdays) 
\Vhnt/Who: Moms of any age! Women who juggle! Superheroes! 
Open to all mothers, partnered or single. This is a support network 
that provides advocacy for moms in the Vanderbi lt and larger com­
munities. It also provides programm ing to inform, empower and 
enrich. On Sept. 8th, guest spenl<er will he Susan Brooke Day, 
editor of Nashl'ille Parentmngnzinc. 
For more information or to RSV P, contact misa.culley@ 
vandcrbilt.edu or call 343-4367. 

Book Group (Picnsc note chnnge in time and location for this 
meeting only) 
Monday, September 12; 5:45pm (meets the 2nd Monday) 
Whnt/Who: The book group is open to new members at all times 
and is for anyone who loves to read. 
Where: nook Group will meet at the home of Suzanne II icks. 
The book group will read Sma/IIVmulers by Barbara Kingsolver. 
For more information, contact Jane Du nose at jdubose@ 
bellsouth.net or Carmen Ghcnnan at 
cgghennan@yahoo.com. cullli11ued 011 page 7 
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Vmulcrbill Feminists (\'andy Fcms) 
Wednesdays in September 7, 14, 21, 28; 7:00pm- 8:00pm 
(meets every Wednesday) 
Who: Open to all students of any gender. 
\\'hat: A student group concerned about women's issues on 
campus, and promoting equality between genders. Sec above 
in the events section for information on the Vandy Fems 
retreat! Contact emily.c.baunach@vandcrbilt.edu or katie.pro­
tos@vandcrbilt.edu urjust come to a meeting! 

Peer Educators of Project Safe 
Peer educators wi ll begin meeting this montl.l. . . . 
What/Who: Peer Educators are shtdents tramcd to facil i­
tate worksl~ops t~w~ promote d.iscussion and encourage 
understandmg ot vtolence agamst women. 

For more information, contact katie.protos@vandcrbilt.edu or 
kasie.r.luttrell@vandcrbilt .edu 

Men Promoting a Solution 
Mondays, 9pm, SmTatt, Room 116 
What/Who: A group of men dedicated to creating 
awareness about violent crimes against women and elimi­
nating those crimes through social change. New members 

arc always welcome! For more information, contact 
steve. frooman@vandcrbi lt.edu 

Support Group 
\Vhat/\Vho: A support group for women who arc sur­
vivors of do.mestic/clating violence, sexual assaul.t an~ 
stalking. This group meets weekly at a confidentml tune 
and location; all information shared is kept confidential. 

For more information, please contact kacy.si lverstcin@ 
vandcrbilt.edu or 322- 1333. 

S A\'E T il E D ATE! Tal<c llacl< the Night wi ll be on 
Monday, October 17 at 7:00pm. Marching from Olin 
Field on Vanderbilt's Campus (a~ross from.'h e base­
ball field) to the covered shelter Ill Centenntal Park 

behind the McDona ld's. For more info rmation, please con­
tact vicky.basra@vanclcrbilt.cdu. 

FY 1: A number of people have contacted the Women's 
Center with regard to telev ision commercials and shows and 
their effect on body image of girls and women. If you sec 
commercials that you find offensive, we encourage you to 
take action! Learn more at the following wcbsi tcs: 
1 1'11'11~ media 1va tell. com; 11'11'11'. dads a ndda ugh ters. urg 
11'11'11'. a hout :fctce. 01g 
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NOJ\IINATIONS f.OR nrv rm SITY I NITIAT IV E 

AWA RDS DU E SEPT 30TH 

The University's 18th Amnnativc Action and Diversity Init iatives 
/\wards Program is currently tak ing nominat ions. The program 
provides an opporhmity for the University to recognize and 
express appreciation to employees and st11dents who support the 
University 's commitment to equity and diversity. The Awards are 
given in two categories: efforts for supp01i ing anirmative action 
and diversi ty enorts at Vanderbi lt and/or support and promotion 
of opportunities to r persons with disabi lities at Vanderbilt. Chan­
cellor Gee will present cash awards of $500 to the top honorees. 
Additionally, another fi fteen to twenty individuals wi ll receive 
Certificates of Recognition. The Awards dinner is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 18 at 3:00 pm in the Sh1dent Life Center. 

To be nominated, facul ty, stan: students, or University groups 
should have displayed exemplary eftorts in support of Vander­
bilt 's commitment to afli rmat ive action in hiring, project support 
or development, employee relations, or other appropriate facets of 
am nnat ive action and diversity. Individual nominees may be reg­
ular, full-time stan~ facu lty, or st11dents or recognizable groups 
composed primarily of such individuals. ODC stan: academic 
deans, and general omecrs arc ineligible. Individuals or groups 
may not nominate themselves. 

Should you like to make a nomination, please contact 
peter.j.martino@vanderbilt.edu by September 30th . 

In The Library 
continued jimn page 4 

roots today tor a feminist-ecological spirihwl ecology. My hope is 
to further an alliance among the many forms of religious femi­
nism." 

A new addition to our reference collection is the 35th anniversary 
edition of Our Bodies, Oursell'es (S imon & Schuster, 2005). As 
eight years had passed since the previous edition all of the sections 
have been revised and updated. Some readers consider that many 
sections of this new volume arc less radical than in previous edi­
tions. 

The Library is located at the Women's Center and library hours arc 
from 8:30am to 5pm. Library books are listed on the ACORN sys­
tem. 
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This is a series of five day-long retreats between Jnly 30, 2005 
and March 4, 2006, from 9am to 5pm held at Penuel Ridge, an 
interfaith retreat center that offers quiet time, hospitality, organ­
ized retreats, community gatherings and walking trails. Penuel 
Ridge is located 18 miles west of Nashville ncar Ash land City 
at 1440 Sam's Creek Rd. The three remaining Saturday ret rent 
dntes and themes in the 5/Jirited Women series nre: 
October 15th: Catholic activist Dorothy Day (led by Irene 
Boyd); December 3rd: poet Emily Dickinson (led by Carol ine 
Goddard) ; March 4, 2006: St. Teresa of Aviln (led by Diane 
131um). For more information on these retreats, please contnct 
Cherie Booker, retrent lender, at (6 15)383-9707 or call 
(6 15)792-3734 to register. 

C AfiL E Nl'lworldn g Lunch 
Wednesday, September 14, II :30am- l :OOpm nt the Gnylord 
Entertninment Center; Featured Speaker is Jaclcie Huba 
"Creating Customer Loynlty." For reservnt ions, cnll 255 -91 11 or 
www.nnshvilleCAI3 LE.org 

W0.\ 11::-> V E'I J:IL \ :--'S F .. \ ~ IILY G Ali iEili \G 

Saturday, September 17, 2005 
For nil women who hnve served in the militaty and their families 

and fr iends; I O:OOnm to 4 pm, Cumberlnnd Moutain State Pnrk, 
Crossvi lle, TN. For more inlormntion, plense contact MmyAnn 
Woodward-Smith, 'Nomen Veterans Program Manager nt 1-800-
228-4973, ext. 5130 

N \ SII\' ILI.I : N OW (Nsn o:->,.\ L On<;,.\'\ JZA I Io:-: 1 em \V(l:\J E'I) 

meets Monday, September 26 nt the Nnshvi lle Peace and Jus­
tice Center behind Scarritt Bennett nt 7pm. This meeting is open 
to members, tl·iends and those seeking more information. 
For more informntion, contnct CynthiaNashNOW@aol.com or 
615-269-714 1 

\\'0 .\I E'I ' s ,\ :'\1> G E\ Ill : lt S·11 u11:s is co-sponsoring a symposium 
with Carole Pateman and Chnrles t-.1li lls to discuss justice, the 
socinl contract, the racial contract nnd the sexunl contract; 
September 22 and 23. (main event Friday at 3pm). Co-spon­
sored by Philosophy Dept. For more into , contact 
womens-stud ies@va nderbi I t.cdu 

FDII'I IST i\L\JOitl l \ F<ll''lll.\TI0'\ 1S nrG I0'\,\1. C OLLEGIAT C 

G L OI\,\ 1. Wo.\11·::->'s .\ :--' IJ ll l';\L\,'\ nJ (; IIJ s ('o'\FI:In ::..;ccs : 

Friday, Oct. 28th- Snt'llrdny, Oct. 29th, 2005 ; South Atlnn tic 
Regional Confe rence, Locntion: Spelman Co llege, At lanta, GA 
www. fem i ni stca mpus.org/globa 1%5 F conference/ 
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: Women's VU nwiling list 
I l Women s VU is setll li·ee, on request, to all Van-
l dcrbilt s ludcnls and to fa~.: ulty and slafr at a cam­

' pus address. Subscriptions are available to o fT· 
cmnpus readers fo r a suggcslcd donation of S I 0 
per year. Please indude your <.:heck, payable to 
Vanderbilt Unive rs ity, with your subscription. 

0 Please send my free subsc ription to a campus 
address. (Student subscriptions are free to 1111,1' 

address.) 

0 Plcnse send my subscription to an ofl:campus 
address. Donation is enclosed. 

0 Please correc t my name on your mailing list. 

0 Please remove my name from your mai ling 
list. 

Name ________ _ _____ _ 

Address ________ ___ __ _ 

0 Stude nt (specify school & year) _ _ _ _ 

0 Stafl' 0 Faculty 0 Administrator 0 Other 

Mail to the ll'rnnen ~· Cente1; Vmulerhilt Unil'ersi­
ty, Box 351513 Station B, Naslll'ille. TN 37235 
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