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THE MARGARET CUNINGGIM LECTURE FEATURES 

NOTED P SYCHOLOGIST DR. LOUISE S ILVERSTEIN 

Au Jutroductiou by Kac:t• S ilw!rsteiu 

I remember sitting in my freshman sem inar, 
the llrst of many women's studies classes that 
I wou ld later take at Vanderbilt, listening to 
my professor drone on about some controver­
sial article that unpacked our traditional 
notions of fa thering. The subject sounded 
familiar In me, but I could not pinpoint where 
I had heard about it until she handed out an 
article for a paper we were to write en titled 
" Deconstruct ing the Essential Father" by 
Louise Si lverstein, Ph .D. I sat staring at this 
paper written by my aunt wonderi ng how I 
was going to respond in some objective way 
to this scholarly work and contemplating how 
much extra credit I could swing if I told my 
teacher (obviously a lim of the work) that I 
had a close personal connection to the author. 

I remember the li rst time I flew to New York 
by myself to sec my aunt. She took me to 
museums and plays that challenged my eight­
year-o ld southern sensibi I ities. \Ve looked at 
portraits of women's bod ies and art from 
other cultures and I was mesmerized by this 
world that she created tor me. She talked to 
me about women's rights and human rights, 
about re lig ion, psychology and po lit ics and 
from that moment on, I wanted to be a le mi­
nist just like her. 

I write now as a sel 1'-prodaimed feminist, a 
graduate of Vnnderbi lt with a degree in 
anthropology and women's studies and as a 
student beginning her own journey in the 

llcld of counseling. i'vly aunt 's impact on my 
lite thus far has been immense, as she has 
taught me what it means to be a woman, a 
fem inist, a student, and most importantly, an 
activist. Thus, it is with great pleasure that I 
invite each of you to come hear Dr. Louise 
Sil verstein speak at the annual1vlargaret 
Cuninggim Lecture on i\·larch 24th at 7:00pm 
in Wilson I 03. 

In an effort to introduce you to my aunt prior 
to her visit to Vanclerbi It, I asked her a few 
questions related to le minism, her own inter­
ests, and her work . She was g racious enough 
tn reply with the answers below. 

'I here were ;n:n,·s M11Tt'nl. 
runny and hl':ll tbreakingly 
poignant as the all-student 
production or the l'tlgillll 
.l!o11otoguC's played to 
sold -out houses both 
February 13 and 14. 
Proceeds wil l bcnclit 
Ujima I louse. 

(mun.: piclllres nn page 6!) 
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Celebrate Wmnen's History Month! 



Kudos! 
F. Clark Williams gets bonus kudos for being the Women's 
Center A# I Scout for good Women in Islam ideas. lie 
helped us with a speaker in the fall, our speaker in the 
spring, as well as drawing our attention to the important 
movie Moolaade. We appreciate F. Clark! 

Also, the Women's Center and especially lvlisa Culley, editor 
of this newsletter, and Robin Van Arman, otlice manager, 
would like to thank the VwH~I' Fems and Peer Ed for their 
tremendous help in labelling the newsletter for mailing these 
last few months. Your help is so greatly appreciated! 

Kudos to Mayfield 9 and the Vam~l' Fems for working 
together on an Ai\•IAZING response to the date rape articles 
in The Hustler. The series of buttons you created and distrib­
uted are fantastic! 

V:~gin:1 Monolgnes Volunteers Extmonlilwire: 
Ste1•e Froonum: V-Day Coordinator 
Kasie Luttrell: CandyGrams 
Mw:l' Jane Pliilpy: Vagina Art 
Laine Smitliheisler: Costumes 
Patricia Con ll'ay: Pub! icily 
Reagan Bush: Programs 
and also: Erin, Samh, Alii, f(aL:F, Justin, tllld Kat 

Women'sV1J is published monthly September through 

June ar d1e Margaret Cuninggim \\'omen's Cenrer, \ 'anderbilr 
Universit y, Nash\'illc, ' IN. 
Campus Address: Franklin Tiuilding. 3 16 Wes t Side Row 
Mailing address: 2:'\0 l \ 'andcrhilr Place, 13ox 15 1 S 13, 

Sta tion II, Nashdlc, TN 37235- 15 13 

Phone: (615) 322-4!-143; Fax: (6 15) 343-0\140. 
E-mail address: womcnctr@ l·andcrhilu:du 
Visit our website at: 
W\VW.V~lnderbilt.cdu/\YiomensCentcr 

Linda Manning, direcror 
Jcnnjfer Hackett, associate dirccror 
Vicky Basra, dirccror, Project Safe 
Barbara Clarke, librarian 
Robin Van Arman, oHice manager 
Misa Culley, editor (direct lim: 343-4367) 

This is a copyrighted publicaLio n. Articles may be reproduced 
with permission o f rhe editor. Letters to the editor arc wel­
come. Send rhcm to the abo..-e address o r e-mail rhe ediror ar 
rnisa.ct•l lcy@vanderbilt.edu. 

Address changes: Please contact our office managn , Robin 
\'an Arman, at robin.l.van.arman@ vanderbilt.edu 
Deadline for newsletter: Submiss ions arc due on the I st o f 
the month preceding publica cion. 
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WOMEN'S CENTER SEEKS 

NOMINATIONS FOR 

Two ANNUAL AWARDS 

The \Vomen's Center is currently seeking nominations for 
the Mentoring Award given atmually to recognize 
achievements by and in support of women on campus. 

The Mentoring Award honors a member of the 
Vanderbilt University community who fosters the profes­
sional and intellectual development of Vanderbilt women. 
The a\'.'ard will be announced in April, when the honoree 
will be presented with a special gift and certificate. 

DEAUUNE: If you know someone who is deserving of this 
recognition, please submit your nomination by 
Wednesday, March 30th, 2005. Nomination forms arc 
available at the Sarratt desk or at the Women's Center. A 
cu rriculum vitae of the nominee is also welcomed as well 
as up to three addi tional letters of support for the nomi­
nee. Please send your nominations to the Women's 
Center at 316 West Side Row, Box 351513 Station B, 
37235. 

Nominations may be submitted in the following ways: in 
person to the Women's Center in the Franklin Building at 
316 West Side Row; by campus mail at Station B Box 
#351513; by U.S. mail at Station B Box #351513, 2301 
Vanderbilt Place, Nashville TN 37235-1513; or by email at 
\vomenctr@vanderbilt.edu. 

The Mary Jane Werthan Award is given amlltally by the 
Women's Center to honor an individual who has con­
tributed to the advancement of women at Vanderbilt. It is 
named in honor of .i\tlary Jane Werthan, the first woman 
member of the Vanderbilt Board of Trust. Nominations 
should be sent in the form of a letter addressed to Linda 
!vlanning, Director, and any supporting materials should 
be included. 

The deadline to submit nominations for the Mary Jane 
Werthan Award is March 4th. The award will be present­
ed during the annual!vlargaret Cuninggim Lecture on 
March 24th. Please send your nominations to the Women's 
Center at 316 West Side Row, 37235. 

Past honorees have included Dr. Alison Piepmcicr of the 
\Vomcn's Studies program (2004); Dr. Ronnie Steinberg of 
the Women's Studies program (2003); Gay Welch, 
University Chaplain (2001 ); Gary F. Jensen, Professor of 
Sociology (1997); Nina Gove, Professor of Slavic 
Languages & Literatures (1993); and William A. Jenkins, 
Vice Chancellor for Administration (1990). 

ff'IIJII/f!l~f [/(} 



From Miami to Mombasa: Women Facing AIDS 

hy Kathleen Craverv mul Donna E. Shalala 

Previously published in The Miami Herald, 

Dec. I, 200<1. 

rvlcrcy was a teenager when she got mar­
ried to nn older man. i'vlercy knew about 
AIDS. But she never took drugs and was 
fnithfu l to her husbnnd, so she didn't 
think AIDS could affect her. Then, dur­
ing her second pregnancy, her worst 
nightmare came true - she wns told she 
was 111\'-positive. She wns terrified to 
tell her husband. She knew he would 
blame her. Only when her baby grew 
sick did she explain thnt both she nnd the 
baby had AIDS . fvlercy's husband 
responded just as she feared, with anger 
and violence. She wns thrown out of her 
house, fired from her job and ostracized 
from her community. ivlercy's beautiful 
daughter is now dead and so is her hus­
band. But she's quick to say: "This isn't 
just my story--it's the story of women 
with AI DS everywhere." 

Today, in sub-Saharan Afi·ica, 60 percent 
of those with HIV are women, and 75 
percent of young people infected are 
girls. In America, A IDS is the lending 
cause of denth among African-American 
women ages 25-3<1 and l'vliami has the 
largest per capita number or women 
with AIDS in the country. And the 
fastest growing increases of women 
with III V are now found in Eastern 
Europe and Asia. 

In many countries, women are the fabric 
of family and society. If there's one place 
in this epidemic where our efforts will 
yie ld real results, this is the place. 
Empowering women nne! girls to protect 
themselves and their families from AIDS 
is key to turning the tide. 

\Vhnt we cnll the "ABC" prevention strat­
egy - Abstn in, Be Faithful , Use Condoms 
- is a good stnrt , but it's not enough. 
Women are getting infected not only 
because they lack informat ion, but 
because they lack the options to keep 
themse lves sale. We teach that abstinence 
until marriage can prevent AIDS, yet we 

live in a world where girls arc often mar­
ried off as children . We tell women to be 
fnithfi.tl , but know their pnrtners often 
aren't. We tell them to use condoms, 
but know their pnrtners ott en won' t. 
\Vc tell them to support their fa milies, 
but know they often lack the tools and 
opportunities to do this, except through 
risky behaviors. 

In a study in Zambia, only II percent of 
women believed they had the right to ask 
their husbands to use n condom even if 
they knew he was unfaithful or HI \!-posi­
tive. A health survey in Rwanda revealed 
that nearly 50 percent of men and 67 per­
cent of women agreed that refusing sex 
or voicing your opinion are acceptable 
reasons for domestic violence. If women 
had the option to choose marriage rather 
than have it forced on them, to decide 
when and with whom they lwve sex, to 
negotiate condom usc, to live their li ves 
fi·cc from violence, to earn incomes ade­
quate to feed their fnmilies, their ability 
to protect themscl ves from HI V wou lei 
be real. 

The Global Coalition on Women and 
AIDS was recently launched by UNA IDS 
nne! a wide range of partners to advocate 
for A IDS strategies thnt work fi1r women, 
something we call ABC+. 
Here arc some of the "pluses": 

• Reducing violence agninst women 
increases their ability to nccess serv­
ices, negotiate safer sex , and lake 
advantage of education and employ­
ment. Reducing violence against 
women prevents HI V. 
• Protecting the prope1ty and inheri­
tance rights of women helps keep their 
children in school nnd food on the 
table without the need to engage in 
risky behaviors. Protect ing women's 
property rights prevents HI V. 
• Ensuring women's access to health 
care keeps them st rong nnd hea lthy 
enough to cnre fo r their children, 
attend work and school, and keep 
their 1~11 11 i I ies intact. Ensuring 
women's nccess to health care 
prevents HI V. 

U.S. W m tEN 
ANn ATDS 
TOUR ­

NASII VILLF. EVENTS 

The U.S. Women and AIDS Tour is making 
slops in fi ve Americnn cities including: 
Chicngo, Miami, Nashvi lle, New York, and 
Washington, D.C. The goal of the tour is to 
heighten awnrcness about women and AIDS. 
For more information, including event times 
and locations, please sec details on pnge 5. 

• For women who arcn 't in a posi­
tion to say no, whose partners won't 
be faithful or use condoms, or who 
are too beaten up or beaten down to 
nsk, prevention methods that they 
control arc essential. l\•lnking 
microbicides and fema le condoms 
n renlity lor women prevents I IIV. 
• Keeping girls in schoo l as long as 
possible wi II increase their "right 
to abstain," their knowledge and 
negotiating ski lls, and make them 
safe r. Keeping girls in school 
prevents HI V. 
• t\nd supporting women with loans 
to start a smnll business of their 
own will increase their economic 
security, and go a long way toward 
improving the lives or their fami­
lies. Providing women with a 
fair shot ntjob opportunities 
prevents HI V. 

For women and girls like ivlercy tl·om 
i'vliami to i'vlombasa, the United Nations, 
the United States, and all of us must join 
forces to help make these st rategies a 
rea li ty--not just on World AIDS Day, but 
every day. l f we va lue women, and if we 
me committed to slopping AIDS, it's not 
just the right thing to do--it's the smart 
thing to do. 

Ka!hleen CraFero. deputy executive director 
I!( UNA IDS. leads the Glohol Coalition 011 

Wumen ami AIDS. Dvmw £. Slutlala is Jlresi­
dent o(the Unil'ersity v( Mimni ami serred as 
the U.S. Secrellii:J' (!(Health all£1 f-1111111111 

Services (Hf-/S) jin· eight years in the Clinto11 
ac/lll iJiiS//"(1/ i011. 



BARBARA ClARKE 

Girl Culture: A Look at Power and Identity and 
Feminism and Fashion: What (Not) to Wear? 

Australian sociologist Anita Harris is 
the editor of All About the Girl: 
Culture, Powe1; allilldenti(l• 
(Routledge, 2004), an excellent addit ion 
to the growing fi eld of gi rls' studies. 

LJ~~~~~~Jj The 22 art icles in the volume focus on 
girls in a number of western nations and 

the contributors include academics, activists and researchers in 
a variety of fields. 

Many aspects of popular culture celebrate girls while fem i­
nism has provided them wi th broader opportunities, choices and 
expectations. Harris feels that "These changes in possibilities 
for young women are re tlected everywhere, from the sassy 
icons of the culture industries to the proliferation of govern­
ment-funded girl power programs. At the same time, rising rates 
o f arrest, incarceration, un- and under-employment among 
young women are a troubling counterpoint to images of over­
achieving, consumer-oriented girlpower." Not all girls have 
benefitted equally fro m the economic and social opportunities 
and in some countries the gap between the haves and the less­
for tunate appears to be widening. Harris aims to show the vari­
ety of ways girls are coping or nourishing in their changi ng sur­
roundings. 

The articles, which are organized into six broad categories, 
cover topics as diverse as mean girls; femini sm and young 
women in Great 13ri tain ; girls' websites; sexuality and Samoan 
girls in New Zealand; abstinence-only sex education; high 
school proms; girls as consumers; feminism and femininity; 
urban girls of color and stereotypes; compulsory heterosexuali­
ty; and music and African-Caribbean girls in Great Britain. 

Linda M. Scott , who describes her­
self as a feminist, believes that women 
can be both feminine and feminist and 
that te min ism should not take such a 
dim view of beauty. In Fresl1 Lipstick: 
Redressing Fashion tuul Feminism 
(Palgrave ivlacmillan, 2005) she 
dec lares that feminists over the past 
150 years have insisted that fashion 
and women's attention to beauty and 
appearance arc harmful as they make a 
woman "a dupe of fashion, the play­

n FRESH v L I PST I CK 

r .. lrt••ll .. .,: l #·'·i"n 
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thing of men, and thus a collaborator in her own oppression." 
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She !eels that feminists themse lves arc really the oppressors and 
that many women reject feminism because they associate it with 
certain stern attitudes about appearance and beauty. 

Scott, an associate professor of art and design, communica­
tions, and women's studies at the University of Illinois, states 
that "1vly objective in this book is to demonstrate that estab­
lished fem inist theorists and leaders, not the ranks of the Thi rd 
Wave nor the ladies at the corner beauty parlor, need to experi­
ence a change in consc iousness wi th regard to the polit ics of 
personal appearance." She traces the beginnings of feminism's 
disapproval of women's concern with appearance to the Puri tan 
or Quaker upper- and midd le-class origins of the early feminists 
who arc best-known today. Among these are Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. The wri ter points out that many 
or the lesser-known early feminists came from difterent back­
grounds and did not share the same opinions abou t women, 
fashion and beauty. One example is Sarah Josepha I I ale, the 
editor of Gudey s Lady s Book. 

Most ord inary women have been interested in fash ion, cos­
metics, beauty and popular culture to varying degrees. As peo­
ple of both sexes in most areas of the world have usually deco­
rated their bodies Scott feels that this should be considered the 
norm . She illustrates how women have played major roles in the 
beauty industry for generations and how many historians have 
told the stories only of those women whose bel ief.-> or ac tivi ties 
fitted their particular theories. She discusses many women who 
were innuentia l or important in 
their time but who are not well ­
known today because thei r ideas 
or opinions about issues like sex­
uali ty or fashion appear to be at 
odds with femini sm. f'-11any other 
writers chose to ignore topics 
like women's clothing, hairstyles, 
beauty, cosmetics or sexuali ty. 

This volume is aimed particu­
larly at younger women and the 
writer hopes that they will be 
encouraged to feel free to follow 
thei r own feelings about beauty 
and clothing, for fash ion can be 
liberating. Scott has an interesting 
website at www.freshlipstick.com. 

March is Wom en's llistor·y 
Month and our library hns 
mnny interesting books on 
women's history. Among those 
published in the pnst five years 
nre: The Road to S eneca Fall~·: 

Elizabeth C111(1• Slttnton ami 
the First Wom en s Rig hts 
Conr•entio11 by Jud ith Wcllm:m; 
No Smull Courage: A Histm:1' 
of Wm11e11 in tile United Stutes 
edited by Nancy F. Cntt ; 
R£•storiiiJ: Wome11 's 1/isftn:l' 
through Historic Prese1wttio11 
edited hy Gail Lee Dubrow and 
Jenn ilcr D. Goodmnn; nnd Tidal 
War•e: /lo w Women Clu1111:ed 
A m erica at Cellfll( l''s E11d by 
Sara M. F.vnns. 

IF'o111t11:,. V U 
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SPH'It\ L EVCN'I s 
FIHil,\\, i\1 \ltCII 4, 211115 
lnternnlional \\'omen's Uay event: U.S. Women 
and AIDS Tour 
Metropolitan Community Church 7-9 a.m. 
Breakf ast and lntetfailll Fomm: Religious leaders 
from around the Nashville area will discuss ways the 
re ligious community can enhance its support for 
programs and projects that help women and gi rls 
protect themselves from Ill V. 
Vanderbilt Children's T heater, J I :30am -12:30pm 
Public 1/ealtft Fomm: This panel discussion will 
address the health risks laced by women and explore 
ways to build support among the public henlth estab­
lishment fo r an approach to prevention. 
Wha l: UNAIDS has launched the Global Coalition 
on Women and AIDS. This broad-based coali tion is 
designed to bring together decision makers, pol icy 
advocates, program implementers, community lead­
ers, celebrities, act ivists and concerned citizens from 
all walks of li fe to advocate for AIDS strategies that 
reflect the rea lities and challenges of women's lives. 
Who: Guests ti·01n UNAIDS and the U.S. Women 
and AIDS Tour include: Dr. Kathleen Cravcro, 
Deputy Executive Director, UNA IDS; Local guests 
include: Rev. Becca Stevens, Chaplain, St. 
Augustine's Chapel; Shicla Ladson, Thistle Farms; 
Rabbi Ken Kanter, Congregat ion 1v1icah; Rev. Ken 
Swnnson, Chri st Cnthcdral; Dr. Col leen Conway­
Welch, Dean, Vanderbi lt School of Nursing; and Dr. 
Stephen Rat1anti of the Comprehensive Care Center 

The programs arc free and open to the public. For 
more information, please contact agay@mpf.com 

EVENTS 
Tuesday, i\larch 8, 2005 
International \\'omen's Day Event : Amnesty 
International Globa l Write-a-thon 
What: A write-a-thon is a specia l event where 
participants commit themselves to wri ting I 0 
letters to elected ofiicials and signing up spon­
sors for their letter writing. This year's locus is 
violence agai nst women around the world. 
Who: All people are welcome to participate. 
This event is co-sponsored with the Amnesty 
International USA 149 Nashville Chapter and 
the Race Relations Institute at Fisk University. 
(Located at the Corner of 16th Avenue North 
and Jackson Street) 
When: 6:00-9:00pm at the risk Race Relations 
Inst itute. Por more in tormation, please contact 
Randy Tatcl at 473-2950 

\Vr:u:-.-r:su "· i\1.\ltcll 16 
Rethinl<ing Anorexia Nervosa: A Historian's 
PersJiective 
What: Joan Jacobs Brumherg is a professor at 
Cornell University where she has been teaching 
history, human development and gender studies 

since 1979. She is best known for her books on 
the history or gi rls and is noted for her work on 
Th e Bot~l' Project . Sponsored with Women's 
Studies. This Program is free and open to the 
public. 
When a nd Where: 4:30pm in Furman 11 4 
ror more info, contact womens-stud ies@ 
vanderbi lt.edu 

Till I{SIIW, i\) \IH II 24 
T he Annua l Mnrga ret C uninggim Lecture 
Presents: Integrating Feminism ami 
Multiculturalism: Toward a Complexi(l' Model 
of Human /deuti(l' with Dr. Louise Silverstein 
What: Louise Silverstein, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor at the r erkauf Graduate School of 
Psychology at Yeshiva University, Bronx, NY, 
is co-founder of the Yesh iva Un iversi ty 
Fatherhood Project. ll'hat would m1 integration 
o.({eminis111 and multiculturalism look like in 
today:,· society? ll'ho would have to give up 
power a/1(1 privilege to achieve this? 
When nnd Where: 7:00pm in Wi lson I 03, 
reception to foll ow. This lecture is PREE and 
open to the public. For more information, call 
322-4843. Parking is available at the Terrace 
Place Garage, across 2 1st Avenue South from 
Wilson Hall. 

Ttlt.SI>,W, i\L\Il( II 29 
The AIJCs of Ca r Mainten ance 
Goes Hand s On! 
What: Th is very popular annual program is 
allowing you to bring your own car to the class! 
The class is free and open to only the first 12 
people who sign up. Learn the basics of car 
maintenance and repair, while looking under 
your own hood! 
When and Where: 5:30pm-7:15pm in the 
Terrace Place Garage 
Who: The program is free and open to every­
one. RSVP is a must! This class has limited 
spaces, and it ALWAYS fill s up, so reserve 
now! RSVP to jcnnifer.hackett@vanderbil t.edu 

I Ill ltSilAY, i\1 \IH II 3 I 
Race in Academe 
What : What are the experiences of women of 
color in academe? What are the challenges they 
face in this profession? How do women of color 
interact wi th their white women colleagues? 
What do they need ti·mn their colleagues, and 
what do their colleagues need from them? 
Who: This program is tor women graduate 
students or those considering becoming one. 
When and Where: 4: I 0-5:30pm at the 
Schulman Center for 

COIIIilllll!d 011 p{lge 6 
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W lltinued.from page 5 

Jewish Life, Upstairs. f-or more information, or to register, 
please go to www. vandcrbilt.edu/c l1/gradstuclents/f2p2 

REGULAR G JWUPS AND MEETINCS 
T l'ES DAY, t\lAitC'II I 
T-IlLAST (Trnnsgendered women, Ili-women, Lesbians, and 
Straight women Together) 
What : Children In Our Li ves. 
Single moms, same-sex couple moms, birth moms, transgender 
moms, surrogate moms for same-sex couple dads, adoptive 
moms, honorary moms. Each mother, lesbian, bi , transgender or 
straight , has her own story about the children in her life. Come 
share yours or your mother's ! 
When and Where: 6:1 5pm-7:30pm at the GLI3T house. f-or 
more info, please contact melinda.brown@vanderbi lt.edu, 
p~ttri c ia . k.gardne r@vanderbi lt.edu, or jenni fer.hackett@vander­
bllt.edu f-or the locat ion to the GLBT house, go to www.van­
dcrbi lt.eclu/g lbt 

Tm•nsrMY, M Artell 3 
Sistahs Reading Sistahs 
What: A book group for everyone interested in reading African­
American women authors. This month the g roup will be read­
ing Be be i'vloore Campbell 's Your Blue:s Ain't Uke Mine. 
Who: This group is free and open to every one! 
When: 12:30pm- l :30pm (Meets the 1st Thursday) 
For more in fo, please contact nicole.l.mcdonald@vanderbi lt.cdu 

Tlll :~n.w~, t\I AIH'II 1, X, 15, 22, 29 
Creative Life Planning G roup 
What : A group for all dedicated to li ving life intentionally and 
creatively. Open to everyone in the community and is usua lly 
attended by women between 40 and 90 years of age. 
\ Vho: This group is free and open to everyone. 
Wh en: II :30am-l :OOpm (l'vlccts every Tuesday) For more 
information, call 322-4843. 

Tt I S il.W, t\ L\lt('ll X 

C rea tive Writing Group 
\Vhat: The Creati ve Writing Group is open to new members! 
We look forward to hearing your piece. No writing experience 
necessary. You can bring a piece or create one at the g roup. 
Who: This group is free and open to everyone. It is led by 
Anna Sir who will be doing some writing instruction as well as 
facilitation or the group. 
When : 5:30-7:00pm (i\•leets the 2nd Tuesday) For more infor­
mation, or to RSVP to the group, contact anmtsir@bcllsouth.net 

Tlltlt\11,.\\ ..,, \1\nc u 10 \'\ ll 24 
Vandy Moms 
What: On March I Oth, Vandy Moms wi ll welcome I< aye 
Schn eider from lvlctro Public Schools who wi ll discuss magnet 
school options in Davidson County, Nashville. 
Whu: Open to all mothers, partnered or single. This is a 

support network that provides advocacy for moms in the 
Vanderbilt and larger communities. It also provides program­
ming to inform, empower and enrich. 
When: II :30- 12:30pm (Meets the second and fourth Thursdays) 
To RSVP, contact misa.culley@vanderbilt.cdu or call 343-4367. 

\ V t: O:'>ESIIA\'S, ~ I AIH'II 2, 16, 23, 30 
Vanderbilt Feminists (Vn ndy Fcms) 
\\'hat: An undergraduate student group concemcd about 
women's issues on campus, and promoting equal ity between 
genders. 
Wh o: Spcci fically for undergraduates (women and men), 
but open to al l. 
When: 5:00-G:OOpm (meets every Wednesday.) Contact 
emi ly.c.baunach@vanderbi lt.edu or katlwryn.i.christian@ 
vandcrbilt .edu Or j ust come to a meeting! 

WrnNCSilAY, ~ L\ltCII 16 

Disserta tion Writers Group 
What/\Vh o: This support group meets every three weeks to pro­
vide female Ph.D . candidates with o~ject ivc reactions and fresh 
perspectives, as well as a place to unwind during the disserta­
tion writ ing process. 
When: 3:45pm-5:00pm (meets every three weeks) 
Mark your calendar for the Spring dates of 3/ 16, 4/6, 4/27 . f-or 
more information, contact rory.dicker@vanderbilt.cdu 

~ J mmAY, 1\I AIKII 14 
llool< G roup 
What/Who: The book group is open to new members at all 
times and is for anyone who loves to read. 
The tvlarch book is America's Women: 400 l'!!ars of Dolls, 
Drudges, Help11111fes aud Heroi11es by Gai l Coll ins. 
When: 5: 15pm-6: ISpm (meets the second Monday) 
For more in formation, contact Jane Du Bose at jdubose@ 
bellsouth.net or Carmen Ghcrman at cgghcnnan@yahoo.com. 

Among those heing honored a~ this y.:ar's 1't1giuu ll't1rrior.~. Kncy Silw rstein , 
and 1\ larisa Richmond. joined abovr hy f't1ginu ,1/ono/ngues director, Emilv 
llanauch ((<'Iller). Among th,· other honorc.:> ar.: Justin :'\ lont<: ll<'gro and c i1nr 
c r,·son. 



Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center Lecture 
Dr. Louise Silverstein 
contiltuecl.fi"om page I 

KS: /loll' did you become a feminist? 
LS: I became a feminist after the birth of my fi rst child . I real­
ized that children pressure even the most progressive marriage 
to become more trad itional. Because of gender ideology and 
the "myth of motherhood," and because I made so much less 
money than my husband, I was the one who fe lt obliged to limit 
my involvement in my career to take care of thL: baby. As I was 
living the conscquencL:s of this decision, I became radica lized as 
a feminist. 

KS: Holl' do you define femiui.mt? 
LS: I define femi nism as working toward equa l opportunity for 
men and women, which means dismantling ideological and 
institutionalized sexism and misogyny--witness Dr. Summers's 
remarks at Harvard only last week. 

KS: Holl' did you become interested in femini.\·t psyc:lwlogy? 
LS: I rea lized that my experience as a new mother trying to bal­
ance work and family lite wns infiuenced by the mother-blam­
ing that was endemic in psychology. So I becnme determined 
to try to make the world safe from maternal attachment theory. 
Have not had much success --yet. 

KS: Tell tiS a little bit about the l'eshil'a Unil'ersi~l' 

Fatlterltood Project'! 
LS: It is a multicultural, qualitative research project studying 
the subjective experiences of many different kinds of fathers-­
over 500 fathers have participnted in focus groups and inter­
views so far. It is an attempt to elevate the study of the father­
child bond as an antidote to psychology's obsession with the 
mother-child bond. 

KS: Could you talk some about the control'el'.\y .\·11rrmmding 
this II'Or/( '! 
LS: Our data have shown that dads can be as nurturing and car­
ing as mothers, thereby discrediting the idea of a "maternal 
inst inct," of"natural," i.e., biological sensitivity in mothers 
toward infants. We have also shown that gay dads can he lov­
ing fa thers, and have argued that their fami ly st ructure in which 
parenting is, by de tinition "degendered' because both parents 
arc of the same gender - has a lot to teach all of us. f-inally, we 
have argued that it is not the sex of the parent that matters, but 
rather that they make a long-term commitment to loving and 
caretak ing their kids. All of these positions have otlended reli ­
gious fundamenta lists and the political Right who prefer to 
believe (in the absence of data!) that the "one right way" to 
raise children is in a heterosexual , two-parent, married ta mily. 

I<S: Who are your fm•orite tttttlwrs'! 
LS: At the moment, Octavia But ler and Laurell K. Hamilton. 
Earlier, Marge Piercy and Margaret Atwood. All of these arc 
feminist sc ience tiction writers who brilliantly illustrate how 

male dominance limits opportu­
nities for both men and women, 
and who point the way to a better 
future. 

D1: Silverstein s lecture will 
examine the possibilities ufinte­
gmting.feminism and mtt!ticul­
turalism in the field ofpsycholo­
gv. Given the changing demographics of U.S. society, multicul­
tural competence is essential .for professional psyclwlugists. 
Mainstream psychology has o.fllcially endorsed multicultural­
ism, while .feminism has become virtually invisible. le t both 
continue to be mwginalized in p.~)'cltological theoty and prac­
tice. What would m1 integration offeminism and multicultural­
ism look like? Who would have to give up power and privilege 
tu acllieve this'! Can this goal become scient(/ic.filct, or will it 
remain science .fiction? 

Louise Bordeaux Silverstein, Ph.D. 
• Associate Professor at the f erkauf Graduate School of 
Psychology at Yeshiva Universi ty, Bronx, NY where she has 
taught courses in fam ily therapy and the social construction of 
gender since 1992 
• Past president of the American Psychological Association's 
Division of Family Psychology. She currently is a member of 
the National Committee on Women in Psychology of the 
American Psychological Association. 
• Co-founder, with Dr. Carl Auerbach, of the Yeshi va University 
fatherhood Project, a qualitative research study of fathering 
from a multicultural perspective. In 2000, the Association of 
Women in Psychology awarded Dr. Silverstein and Dr. 
Auerbach the Distinguished PuiJ/icatiun Award. In 200 I, Drs. 
S ilverstein and Auerbach received the Distinguished Research 
Award for thi s project from Division 51, the Society for the 
Study of Men and tvlasculinity, of the American Psychological 
Association 
• Family therapist in private prac tice in Brooklyn, NY. 

Dr. Silverstein's publicat ions focus on fatheri ng, tamily therapy, 
and feminist theory. She is the author of Feminist Family 
Therapy: Empowerment and Social Location (2003 ), co-edited 
wi th Thelma Jean Goodrich; and An httroductiun to Coding and 
Analyzing Data in Qualilative Research (2003) co-authored 
with Carl r-. Auerbach. 

For more information, call 322-4843. Parking is available at 
the Terrace Place Garage, across 21st Avenue South from 
Wilson Hall. For directions, please visit the Vanderbilt University 
campus map at http://www. vanderbi lt.edu/map/entJy.html. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

M ,\IH'II 3-5, 2005 
i'vliddle Tennessee State Un iversity (lviTSU) will host Women 
:wd Power: 2005, an Interdisciplinary Conference in Women 's 
Studies, 1\,larch 3-5. The conference will address several topics, 
including detining, defending, or deconstructing global femi­
nism; identifying women's personal/political power in diverse 
national contexts; women and terrorism; women's health issues 
tl·om an international perspective. For more information or to 
register for this conference, please contact the Women's Studies 
department at i\ffSU at (615) 898-59 10. 

TL'ES I>AY, MA IH"II 8, 2005 
Intenwtional Women's Day 
Enjoy li ve music and theater when first Unitarian Universalist 
Church ofNashville hosts Global fund for Women Nile, an 
event celebrating women and the vision of a just and democrat­
ic world where men and women participate equally. Held 
sim ultaneously with parties in every state of the Union, the 
event will help raise fund s f(ll· the Global Fund for Women, a 
nonprofit grantmak ing foundation that empowers women's 
groups throughout the world to work to gnin tl·eedom from 
poverty, violence nnd discrimination. The evening wi ll also 
feature a silent auction. 
\Vhen and Where: First Unitnrinn Uni versali st Church of 

Nashville, 1808 Woodmont Blvd., 6: 30-8:30pm. Childcnre will 
be provided. The suggested entrnnce donntion is $1 5; for more 
informat ion or to make a donation, please contac t Vivian Slade 
at 227-2836 or 415-8874. To learn more about Global Fund for 
Women , visit www.global fundforwomcn.org 

1\]ARCII 28, 2005 
Nashville NOW (Nat ional Organization for Women) will meet 
Monday, March 28 nt the Nashville Pence and Justice Center 
at 7:00pm. For more info, please contact 
CynthiaNashNOW@nol.com. 

Reminder to all Vanderbilt University and i'vlcdical Center fac­
ulty and staff: Flu season is not over yet, and Occupational 
Health still has flu shots available. To get your vnccinc, bring 
your ID bndge with you to the Occupat ional Hcnlth Clinic, 
640 lvledical/\ rts Building, weekdays 8am-5pm. Remember to 
protect yoursc ll: your fnmil y nnd others tl·om tlu by using good 
hand hygiene, and cover your mouth when you cough or 
sneeze. ror more information on llu and the inllucnzn 
vnccine, visit the Occupntionnl Health Clinic's website nt 
www. vandcrbi ll.cdu/H RS/we llness/occhenlth.h tm> 

Printed on recycled paper Vanderbi lt University is committed to princ iples of ~qual oppm1unity and anJnnativr action 

\\'olll l' ll 's V U mailing list 

ll'umen s I'U is sent free, on n:quest, to all 
Vnndcrbilt s tudents nnd to fncu lty nnd stniT nt n 
campus addn:ss . Subscriptions arc available to 
on~carnpus readers for a suggested donation or 
$ 1 0 per ycnr. Plcnsc inc lude your check, payable 
to Vanderbilt University, with your subsc ription. 

0 Please send my free subscription to a campus 
address . (Student subscriptions are Jl·ce to all)' 
add ress .) 

0 Please send my subscri pt ion to an on~cmnpus 
ndd ress. Donat ion is enclosed. 

0 Please corn:ct my name on your mailing li st. 

0 l' lcasc remove my name from your mailing 
list. 

Nnme:~--------------

t\dd ress: ~------------~ 

0 Student (specify school & year) ___ _ 

0 Starr 0 faculty 0 Administmtor 0 Other 

Mail to the IJ'ome11 :~ Cenh!l; l'tnulerbilt 
Uni1·ersity, IJox 3515 /J Station B. Nashl'ille. TN 

Margaret Cuninggim \Vomen's Cente r 
\ 'andcrbilr U ni\·crsitY 
230 I Vanderbilt Place 
Box 351513, Station n 
Nashville, TN 37235 

Re l u r n Ser vice Req ucsted 

L---------------------------------J 


