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Vanderbilt Hustler: Your music 
sounds so classic but also manages to 
sound like nothing else that’s out there. 
How do you see your sound as fi tting in 
within the landscape of modern music?
Steve Johnson: I don’t think we ever 
sat down to think, “We’re going to be this 
genre of music.” We all have such a wide 
range of infl uences. We played a lot of 
covers at the beginning, and Zach was 
really into soul music and a little appre-
hensive about playing rock, but we did 
anyways because that was the infl uence 
of mine and Brittany’s. Those things 
came out more or less when we started 
writing our own songs. I think you can 
learn a little bit from a bunch of different 
artists and incorporate it into your own.
VH: Back in 2011, you performed a 
show at The Groove here in Nashville, 
and you were basically unknown. A year 
and a half later, you’re selling out shows, 
and your debut album “Boys and Girls” 
peaked at No. 8 on the Billboard 200 
chart. Walk us through the journey this 
past year has been and how things have 
changed.
SJ: Things started taking off after that 
show at The Groove. We didn’t have 
any songs on the internet, but we were 
getting calls from other countries with 
people inquiring about us. Somehow it 
got to Patterson Hood so he came and 
caught a gig and liked us and thought 
we would do well opening for the 
Drive-By Truckers, so he set us up with 
his management. They told us, “This 
is kind of a risk you’re going to have to 
take if you want to get out on the road 
and see if this takes off.” We had to quit 

our jobs and we weren’t sure if it was 
going to work. But, when else are you 
going to get this chance? And if you don’t 
take it you’re never going to know, so we 
just went for it, and thankfully enough 
people liked us. More doors opened for 
us, and we’ve gotten to see all kinds of 
things out on the road. I don’t feel like 
I’ve slept or slowed down for the past 
year and a half, but I’ve got no com-
plaints.
VH: Are the songs on “Boys and Girls” 
ones you guys have carried with you for 
some time, or did you have to write once 
you decided to put out an album?
SJ: We started writing pretty much 
immediately when we became a band 
and made trips to the studio on and off 
over the course of the year to record, and 
we had the album recorded before we 
signed with any label or management. 
We defi nitely did have to take breaks. 
Some songs we’d fi nish in one take, 
and others we would re-track a couple 
months later.
VH: The music video for your single 
“Hold On” is very simple — just some 
high-quality footage of you performing 
the song.  What made you decide to go 
this route?
SJ: I think that’s one aspect of our 
performances that we most like: There’s 
not a lot of production, and it’s about 
the music. No gimmicks, no strings at-
tached — just come out and rock. We’re 
all very creative and very opinionated, 
and we wanted to capture the feeling of 
performing it live, so we tried to give you 
what you’d see at a live show.
VH: You’re performing Thursday night at 
Live on the Green at Public Square Park 
here in Nashville. You’ve already played at 
some of Nashville’s iconic venues like the 

Ryman, but how do you think this setting 
will compare?
SJ: We’ll rock out like we would at a 
festival — it’s a great way to get a lot of 
people together at one time, and we’re 
going to play hard for as long as we have 
to play.
VH: What’s next for the band — are you 
writing new songs or just focusing on 
touring for now?
SJ: I think we’re going to go with what 
we did with “Boys and Girls” where we 
take small trips to the studio, listen to 
it on playback, and make changes if we 
need to. We take a chill approach to it, so 
we’ll be able to keep touring and writing 
new songs on the road. A month ago 
we came up to Nashville and recorded 
a handful of new songs — it was a good 
change of pace to stop playing live for a 
bit and go to the studio. We don’t have 
the time or rehearsal space to practice 
them before we play them live, so we 
more or less practice them by playing 
them live.
VH: Are you hoping to continue with this 
buzz, or would you prefer for things to 
sort of settle into place?
SJ: To me, the pace that everything’s 
been going at doesn’t seem so bad — I’ve 
been able to spend about equal time 
at home as on the road. If it does slow 
down, I think a more hardcore, tight-knit 
group of fans will emerge, since a lot of 
people just ride the hype. As long I get to 
keep doing what I like to do for a living, 
and take a break once in a while, I’m 
good.

The Alabama Shakes will be playing 
for free at Live on the Green on Thursday, 
Sept. 27, alongside Fly Golden Eagle and 
The Apache Relay. The show kicks off at 
5 p.m.

By NEAL COTTER
Life reporter

Steve Johnson, drummer of Alabama Shakes, weighs 
in on the band’s classic sound, quick rise to fame and 

upcoming performance at Live on the Green.
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The phrase “work hard, play hard,” commonly used to 
describe the campus culture at Vanderbilt, just gained new 
meaning from an unlikely source. Vanderbilt University, 
according to Playboy magazine, has been ranked as the 
No. 7 party school in the nation. 

According to the Huffi ngton Post, the schools were 
picked by Playboy’s editors, who considered feedback 
from readers, students, alumni, campus representatives 
and others. They also looked at factors like male-female 
ratios on campus, academics, athletic records and prox-
imity to recreational hot spots in compiling the list. All of 
these factors were then ranked across 900 data points in 
three categories: sex, sports and nightlife.

The news received mixed praise on the Vanderbilt 
campus. Senior Will Timbers said, “I think it’s pretty sad 
for other universities — I didn’t expect us to rank so high.” 
Timbers said he was perplexed by the ranking system de-
veloped by Playboy and questioned the legitimacy of the 
magazine’s fi ndings. 

A University of Tennessee student was hospitalized and 
a fraternity suspended in an alcohol-related incident, 
according to a report by the New York Daily News. Alexan-
der Broughton was found unconscious and rushed to UT 
Medical Center early Saturday morning, then treated and 
released during the weekend, according the report. The 
report says that Broughton passed out due to an alcohol 
enema, also referred to as “butt chugging,” which involves 
pouring drinks into the rectum through a rubber tube.

According to the report, Broughton’s BAC was at .40, a life-
threatening level. Police spokesman for the Knoxville Police 
Department Darrell DeBusk was quoted as saying that 
alcohol enemas elevate blood alcohol levels very quickly 
because alcohol passes into the bloodstream rapidly and 
does not get fi ltered in the liver.

New York Daily News reported that the University Ten-
nessee chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha, of which Broughton was 
a member, is suspended for 30 days for hosting the event 
at which the alcohol enema occurred. Pi Kappa Alpha was 
suspended in 2008 for a hazing ritual, but offi cials do not 
think Broughton’s situation was hazing because he is not a 
pledge or a new student, according to the report.

UT student hospitalized for 
being drunk off  his ass — 

literally

Vandy recognized for 
‘work hard, play hard’ by 

famous players

The one-building downtown Nashville 
campus of Tennessee State University has 
been briefl y evacuated after a bomb threat.

TSU said on its Facebook and Twitter 
accounts that the Avon Williams Campus was 
cleared of students, faculty and staff  at about 
9 a.m. Tuesday. The all-clear from police 
offi  cials came about an hour later after the 
building was searched.

Activities at the main TSU campus in 
Nashville, where homecoming week is under 
way, weren’t disrupted by the hoax.

A spate of bomb threats has led at least 
fi ve U.S. universities to evacuate campuses 
this month, including Louisiana State, North 
Dakota State and the University of Texas. 

BOMB THREAT 
EVACUATES TSU

BALL DOWN Women’s tennis and lacrosse teams face sanctions 
after separate minor hazing incidents. See page 2 
for more details. 
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“Vanderbilt does not tolerate hazing of any kind — it is a violation of the Student 
Code of Conduct and students who engage in it may be subject to disciplinary pro-

ceedings and sanctions.”
G.L. BLACK, director of the Office of Student Conduct and Academic 

Integrity
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Thursday, Sept. 20
Sutherland Hall, 3:25 a.m. — A student was issued a citation after 
being passed out in a stairwell, admitting to drinking alcoholic 
beverages and being transported to Vanderbilt University 
Hospital.

Vanderbilt University Hospital, 2:10 a.m. — A drunken, disorderly 
individual was arrested and taken into custody.

Pi Beta Phi House, 8 p.m. — A student reported scratches on the 
hood and side of his/her vehicle.

Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital, 12 a.m. — A stolen iPad was 
reported.

Lot 77, 9:30 p.m. — An item stolen from a vehicle was reported.

Friday, Sept. 21
Recreation Field 1, 4:45 a.m. — A missing clutch was reported; the 
clutch was later found.

Band Building Parking Lot, 3 a.m. — A student was cited after 
being observed intoxicated.

Stambaugh House, 1:56 a.m. — A student was cited after being 
found passed out at a Vandy Van stop.

The Vanderbilt Clinic, 12:15 a.m. — Food was reportedly taken from 
the cafeteria.

Saturday, Sept. 22
Pierce Avenue, 9:09 p.m. — A student was cited after walking 
unsteadily and being found intoxicated after a conversation.

Burlington Coat Factory, 719 Thompson Lane, 6:04 p.m. — A 
customer reported that her purse was stolen.

Vanderbilt University Hospital, 4 a.m. — A patient reported assault 
by an employee.

Phi Kappa Psi House, 2:35 a.m. — A rope that held a banner was 
reportedly cut.

Phi Kappa Psi House, 12:30 a.m. — A student’s reported missing 
phone was later found.

Sunday, Sept. 23
Alpha Epsilon Pi House, 1 a.m. — An officer observed spray paint 
on the back door of SAE and on the door or Alpha Epsilon Pi.

North House, 3:55 a.m. — A student was cited after likely bumping 
her head while exiting a cab. She admitted to drinking alcoholic 
beverages.

Hank Ingram House, 12:45 a.m. — A student was cited after 
consuming alcoholic beverages, being found unconscious on the 
floor and being transported to Vanderbilt University Hospital.

CRIME LOG

Women’s lacrosse and women’s 
tennis face sanctions and must miss 

contests after hazing incidents

By TYLER BISHOP
News manager

--------------------

Vanderbilt University officials and 
members of the women’s varsity lacrosse 
and tennis teams remain silent on the 
specifics surrounding two separate inci-
dents of hazing after the school rolled out 
sanctions against both teams on Wednes-
day morning.

Vice Chancellor for University Affairs 
and Athletics David Williams said that he 
was not at liberty to disclose details about 
the incidents.

“I will not be at liberty to talk about the 
incidents themselves, but what I will say 
is that they met the definition of hazing,” 
Williams said.

The Hustler reached out to multiple 
members of the women’s varsity lacrosse 
team following the announcement of the 
sanctions. Two players said they had to 
run the matter by their coach and had 
not responded to The Hustler’s request by 
press time. One player said she would not 
talk about the hazing incident.

Vanderbilt defines hazing in the 
student handbook as “any act that may 
produce, or is intended to produce, 
mental or physical discomfort, embar-
rassment, harassment, or ridicule, or any 
acts that are humiliating, intimidating, or 
demeaning or that endangers the health 
and safety of another person.”

Even activities such as scavenger hunts 
have come under scrutiny from the uni-
versity for potentially violating the hazing 
policy, which expands on the minimal 
classification that all colleges and univer-
sities must follow under Tennessee state 
law.

Williams said it was unclear at this 
point whether state law was violated.

“I do not know if any state laws were 
violated. What we do know is that the law 
does speak to hazing, but to the degree 
— we are currently unclear how (this 

incident) relates to the letter of the law,” 
Williams said.

As part of their sanctions, both teams 
are required to miss one scheduled 
contest. The penalty was a joint decision 
between Williams and the teams’ coaches, 
who Williams confirmed were unaware of 
the incidents.

“The coaches came in and sat down to 
talk with me,” Williams said. “We decided 
it would be the best thing going forward 
— that it would be best for them to stay 
back and have time to reflect on what 
happened.”

The women’s tennis team did not par-
ticipate in the Furman Fall Classic, its first 
scheduled event of the fall season, last 
weekend in Greenville, S.C. Its next sched-
uled events are the Riviera All-Americans 
in Pacific Palisades, Calif., from Oct. 1-7, 
and the Roberta Alison Fall Classic in 
Tuscaloosa, Ala., from Oct. 5-7.

As part of its punishment, the women’s 
lacrosse team will not attend the Navy Fall 
Tournament on Oct. 13 in Annapolis, Md., 
as previously scheduled. The team’s off-
season Fall Ball schedule begins on Satur-
day with home games against Cincinnati 
and Louisville before a road trip to the 
Penn Play Day in Philadelphia on Oct. 20. 
A road game against Jacksonville on Feb. 
3 kicks off the 16-game regular season 
schedule.

The Office of Student Conduct and 
Academic Integrity was notified of the 
incidents on Tuesday and will carry out 

separate punishment for individuals 
involved, according to Williams.

G.L. Black, assistant dean and direc-
tor of the Office of Student Conduct and 
Academic Integrity, said that he and his 
office are investigating the incidents and 
will take appropriate action in accordance 
with Vanderbilt policies.

“Vanderbilt does not tolerate hazing of 
any kind — it is a violation of the Student 
Code of Conduct and students who 
engage in it may be subject to disciplinary 
proceedings and sanctions,” Black wrote 
in an email to The Hustler. “Hazing in-
cludes a wide range of activities, including 
embarrassing fellow students.”

The primary punishment, however, will 
be carried out internally — head coaches 
Geoff Macdonald and Cathy Swezey may 
assess additional punishments to their 
respective teams or individual players, ac-
cording to the university’s statement.

“Much of the punishments will be 
what the coaches decide,” Williams said. 
“I imagine that some education around 
the idea of hazing will go on, and we are 
spending time on what the parameters of 
hazing may be.”

Both Williams and Vanderbilt Athletics 
Director of Communications Rod Wil-
liamson said while the incidents were not 
major violations, hazing at Vanderbilt will 
not be tolerated.

“What we want to make clear is that 
while no one was harmed and these inci-
dents would probably not fit the public’s 
common perception of hazing, we took 
this seriously and are making a point to 
educate our student-athletes so this will 
never happen again,” Williamson said in a 
statement to The Hustler.

The announcement of the sanctions 
happens to coincide with National Hazing 
Prevention Week, an effort led by hazing-
prevention.org to educate and prevent 
hazing from occurring on campuses and 
within organizations.

According to a 2008 survey conducted 
by two University of Maine professors and 
cited by the website, 55 percent of college 
students involved in clubs, teams and 
organizations experience hazing. 

Information from Staff Contributor Kyle 
Blaine was used in this report.

University mum on details of hazing 
sanctions for 2 varsity teams

What we want to make 
clear is that while no one 

was harmed and these 
incidents would probably 

not fit the public's common 
perception of hazing, we 

took this seriously and are 
making a point to educate 

our student-athletes so this 
will never happen again.

 Rod Williamson
Vanderbilt athletics director of communications

Vanderbilt’s 
policy 
references 
the state law 
regarding 
hazing, which 
reads in full:

“Any intentional 
or reckless act in 
Tennessee on or 
off the property 
of any (college or 
university) by one 
student acting 
alone or with 
others which is 
directed against 
any other student, 
that endangers the 
mental or physical 
health or safety 
of that student, or 
which induces or 
coerces a student 
to endanger his 
or her mental or 
physical health 
or safety. Hazing 
does not include 
customary athletic 
events or similar 
contests or 
competitions, and 
is limited to those 
actions taken and 
situations created 
in connection with 
initiation into or 
affiliation with any 
organization.”

PAT MINNEAR / THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Members of the Vanderbilt women’s lacrosse team (left) and 
women’s tennis team (above) celebrate on the field and court. The 
women’s tennis team did not attend the Furman Fall Classic it was 
supposed to compete in last weekend, and the women’s lacrosse 
team will miss the Navy Fall Classic on Oct. 13.

By SAM McBRIDE
News manager

--------------------

Dr. Mark Dalhouse, who created the Office 
of Active Citizenship and Service, left Vander-
bilt at the end of last semester to serve as 
president and chief executive officer of the 
Washington Internship Institute, located in 
Washington, D.C.

According to Associate Dean Sandra Stahl, 
who oversees OACS, this opportunity allowed 
Dalhouse to pursue his passion of facilitating 
student internship opportunities.

“That’s what he always wanted to do,” Stahl 
said.

Dr. Clive Mentzel was hired in July as the new 
director of OACS. Dr. Mentzel comes to Vander-
bilt from London, where he worked as head of 
scrutiny for the London Borough of Newham 
promoting democratic accountability. Before 
that, Mentzel was involved in opposition politics 
in South Africa, where he’s originally from.

Mentzel, who professes great admiration for 
Dalhouse’s work, plans to carry on the original 
mission that Dalhouse envisioned for the orga-
nization.

“I’m picking up a legacy that Dr. Dalhouse 
left,” Mentzel said.

This doesn’t mean there are no changes com-
ing for the future of the organization, however. 
Programs are being reassessed and Mentzel is 
planning to modify and update programs to 
make use of his connections internationally. This 
includes trips to South Africa and a potential 

internship program at the EU in Brussels. This 
would be in addition to OACS’s current VIEW 
internship program in Washington, D.C.

“We’re not about change, I’d suggest we’re 
about taking new opportunities and applying 
the same formula,” Mentzel said.

While Mentzel made no mention of any pro-
grams being cancelled, he did say that programs 
continually are scrutinized and assessed at 
OACS.

“The current assessment and evaluation of 
the OACS portfolio of projects follows the good 
management formula implemented by my 
predecessor and will continue to be a regular 
feature of effective future project and program 
management,” Mentzel wrote in an e-mail.

“It was time to do an assessment and an 
evaluation,” added Stahl.

In addition to Dalhouse’s departure, Associate 
Director Lilly Massa-McKinley left the organiza-
tion in February of this year, and Assistant Direc-
tor Shiaya Baer left the organization on Sept. 17.

Massa-McKinley left for family reasons and 
has been replaced in the position by Lisa Kendall 
from the University of Georgia.

“Her (Kendall’s) role is to maintain a strong 
relationship with local community partners, 
develop even more collaborative partners across 
campus and manage the day to day operations 
of OACS,” wrote Mentzel in an e-mail.

According to Dean Stahl, Baer left the staff to 
pursue opportunities in other areas, specifically 
environmental activism.

“He has been looking to move more towards 
that sector (the environment) for a while,” Stahl 

said.
When asked whether Baer’s departure had 

anything to do with the arrival of Dr. Mentzel or 
possible cuts to his programs, Stahl declined to 
comment directly, noting only that programs at 
OACS don’t belong to any specific individual.

Baer declined to comment on the circum-
stances of his departure.

OACS is in the process of searching for a 
replacement for Baer as Assistant Director. How-
ever this process goes, Dean Stahl is confident in 
the future of the organization and believes it will 
succeed under the leadership of Dr. Mentzel.

“I’m excited to see where things go,” Stahl said.

New OACS leadership continues Dalhouse legacy

LAUREN HOLLAND /VANDERBILT PHOTO

Correction
In Monday’s edition of The Hustler, the article “Vanderbilt Student 
to Appear on Jeopardy” was mistakenly attributed  to News 
Reporter Maddie Hughes. This story was actually written by News 
Reporter Chris Hamrick. The Hustler staff regrets this error and 
will take more care to properly credit its reporters in the future. 



Got an opinion?
Submit your perspective to: 

ANDRÉ ROUILLARD [Opinion Editor]
at 

opinion@insidevandy.com
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By TYLER BISHOP
News manager
--------------------

With just over a week until the first of three presidential 
debates, President Barack Obama and former governor Mitt 
Romney are honing their debate skills and preparing for ques-
tions that undecided voters will be anxious to ask.

The continuing conflicts in the Middle East, including the 
recent attack on the U.S. Embassy in Benghazi that killed the 
Ambassador to Libya Chris Stevens and three other Americans, 
will be fresh on the minds of the public.

Thomas Schwartz, professor of history and political science, 
answered questions about the effects of the conflicts on the 
outlook of the 2012 presidential election:

The Vanderbilt Hustler: Will we see a shift in major conver-
sation and questions asked of President Obama and Romney 
in the weeks leading up to election as a result of the Libyan and 
Middle Eastern conflicts?

Thomas Schwartz: Maybe. If the demonstrations in the 
Middle East continue and intensify, the issue could stay alive. 
But if they die down, the foreign policy issue will probably 
recede in importance.

VH: In the eyes of the American public, which candidate will 
have the upper hand when it comes to dealing with matters of 
international conflict?

TS: The president always has a strong advantage over any 
challenger in dealing with foreign policy questions unless 
those seem to show him incapable of mastering the chal-
lenges. The best example of this is Jimmy Carter trying to get 
the hostages free from Iran before the 1980 election. Not being 
able to do so contributed to the sense that Carter was a weak 
president and probably cost him votes. 

VH: Could these events actually change the outcome of the 
election?

TS: Possibly, but not likely. If the election is very close, 
foreign policy could play a role. But it is more likely that larger 
economic trends and the impressions created by both candi-
dates in the debates will shape the final outcome.

On the issues: 
Middle Eastern 
conflicts

By SOPHIE TO
News staff reporter

--------------------
Last week, Vanderbilt announced a 

partnership with startup Coursera to 
offer online courses free of charge and 
open to the public. 

The partnership makes Vanderbilt 
just one of 17 new institutions that are 
now working with Coursera. 

Professor John Sloop, a chair of the 
Committee on Social Media, empha-
sized Vanderbilt’s responsibility to 
spread knowledge beyond the borders 
of the campus.

“It’s about the students who go 
here, but Vanderbilt wants to offer 
something back to the world,” Sloop 
said.

When asked what was the final 
push that led the committee to 
partner with Coursera, Professor Jay 
Clayton, who is also a chair on the 
committee, said the motivation was 
“to bring Vanderbilt-caliber instruc-
tion to tens of thousands of people 

— young and old — who will never be 
able to come to our wonderful univer-
sity themselves.”

In addition, Clayton thinks the 
partnership with Coursera will allow 
professors to enrich the classroom 
experience of Vanderbilt students.

“Coursera and other online courses 
will enable professors to ‘flip’ parts of 
their class, seeking online material to 
assign for out-of-class viewing so that 
they can devote class time to discus-
sion and more advanced analysis,” 
Clayton said.

Professor Sloop reports that, to his 
knowledge, there have been no nega-
tive reactions from Vanderbilt staff so 
far. Nevertheless, the university is not 
rushing into this experiment.

“I’m really excited,” Sloop said. 
“But we are being cautious. We’re 
starting with five courses and not, 
say, 500.”

There are still a number of worries 
about the effectiveness of Coursera. 
Since there is no way to monitor 

progress or cheating, many enrolled 
students will — and have in the 
past — not take much away from the 
courses. In addition, since there’s no 
degree or certificate earned from the 
classes, it’s hard to gauge the practical 
value of these courses.

According to Sloop, Vanderbilt’s 
financial risk in entering the project is 
minimal. 

Coursera, a startup online class-
room company that began half a year 
ago, partnered with 17 new institu-
tions, including Vanderbilt University, 
last week. This brings the total up to 
33 institutions around the world that 
now offer online courses through 
Coursera. These schools range from 
University of Pennsylvania to Berklee 
College of Music to Hong Kong Uni-
versity of Science and Technology.

The courses currently offered span 
16 categories, from electrical engi-
neering to education. The classes are 
called Massive Open Online Courses, 
or MOOCs for short. 

THE ERA OF 
COURSERA

Beginning Spring 
2013, Vanderbilt 
will offer five online 
classes: for more 
details, contact 
Associate Provost 
Cynthia Cyrus or visit 
https://www.coursera.
org/vanderbilt.

For those interested 
in more information 
on Coursera itself, 
Daphne Koller, co-
founder and co-CEO of 
Coursera, will speak 
in Wilson 103 on 
Tuesday at 4:10 p.m., 
with a reception to 
be held afterwards. 
The presentation will 
also be streamed live 
via Vanderbilt News, 
and the video will be 
available for viewing 
beginning Oct. 3.

JENNY MANDEVILLE / THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER

Schuman’s 
Jeopardy! 
run comes 
to an end

Vanderbilt Senior David Schuman 
came in third Wednesday night on 
Jeopardy. Schuman finished with 
$100 dollars, leaving him with $8,000 
less than winner Mike Malaier.

Schuman walks away with $4,300 
as Tuesday’s champion. He came 
into Final Jeopardy behind, but came 
back to advance after wagering less 
than his nearest competitor as both 
contestants missed the question.

Schuman missed on Final Jeopar-
dy again Wednesday night, unable to 
get “Beavis and Butthead” from the 
answer, “This teen duo debuted in 
1992 in an animated short in which 
they played baseball with a frog.”

By SAM McBRIDE 
News manager

--------------------



Greek Row: 2030

The walking dead
The streets are silent.

You hear stories sometimes 
about the people who were once 

here. The sound of laughter mingled with 
the music from speakers that now peril-
ously hang from rat-chewed wires and 
rusted-out brackets. Lights once gleamed 
from the now-shuttered windows. The 
emaciated fl ecks of rust littering the over-
grown lawns were once cans, trampled 
underfoot eons ago. The trees, wilder by 
the day, threaten to swallow up the dete-
riorating brick and stone, to erase what 
this place was — who these people were.

But we will not forget.
This isn’t a snippet from my forthcom-

ing Walking Dead novelization, as you 
might have suspected. On the contrary, I 
am simply riffi ng off of Hannah Rut-
cofsky’s article “Where the Party At?” 
In her analysis of shifts in Vanderbilt 
social culture and their possible demo-
graphic underpinnings, she pounds her 
doomsday text of choice to remind us 
that Vanderbilt’s party scene is facing a 
“quick demise” and that “this disease” 
— presumably not a zombie virus a la 
“28 Days Later” — is visible from outside 
the Vandy bubble, much to everyone’s 
— and the CDC’s — concern. Instead of 
eating brains, the group of outsiders—
“bookworms” — try to grow their own, 
“hibernating” in libraries as their skin 
presumably grows pale and lifeless from 
the fl uorescents dangling overhead.

While I can understand her lament 
regarding more administrative controls 
over Greek Life — they are objectively 
real, though I don’t feel the same an-
tipathy toward them as she does — she 
missteps in her categorization of what 
the rest of campus is up to on Friday and 
Saturday nights. Moreover, her correla-
tion between Vanderbilt’s ascendant 
academic standards and a downsizing 
of Greek life isn’t nearly as nuanced as it 
ought to be.

Her musings on Vanderbilt’s party 
scene suggest that there is an inextricable 
link between partying and Greek Row, 

and historically speaking, she’d be right. 
But as she notes, Vanderbilt has expe-
rienced a seismic shift in its academic 
demographics over the last few years, 
and with that rise in standards has also 
come spikes in geographic, ethnic and 
socioeconomic diversity. We simply have 
more kinds of people on campus now 
than we ever did before, and not all of 
those people enjoy donning Sperrys and 
getting schwasted on elevated surfaces. 
People are fi nding social outlets within 
student organizations, their residences, 
and their larger friend groups, and those 
different outlets aren’t necessarily feeders 
for Greek Row. Just because people aren’t 
showing up at fraternity parties doesn’t 
mean that they’re antisocial; it means 
that they are exploring social opportuni-
ties outside of the parties offered up by 
Greek Row — and I, for one, don’t see that 
as an expressly bad thing.

The column’s use of “The Weekenders” 
to defend Greek parties also strikes me 
as interesting, given that what defi ned 
the Weekenders for me was their ability 
to immerse themselves in their local 
environs for fun, that they were able 
to revel in what their local community 
had to offer as a means of building unity 
among the four prepubescent friends. 
They hardly ever sat around and merely 
danced to music while swigging fi zzy 
beverages; they went out on the town, 
hitting up arcades and pizza restaurants 
like it was their job. For them, there was 
no such thing as a bubble. They went 
out and popped it on the weekend, 
something that we may not do as well 
here. (Never mind the fact that none of 
the Weekenders ever had to worry about 
“pizza poisoning” worse than a bad 
stomachache.)

And as I wrote over a year ago in The 
Hustler (Aug. 29, 2011, “How we climbed 
Mount Rush-More”), there is indeed a 
correlation between Vanderbilt’s aca-
demic selectivity and its self-reporting on 
its party scene and Greek scene, but it’s 
the opposite of what Hannah’s column 

assumes. In fact, by third-party metrics 
generated from student responses, a fi rst 
glance suggests that we’re bigger partiers 
now than we have ever been.

In the last decade, our acceptance rate 
has shrunk by a factor of three, and our 
student body has become more ethnical-
ly, geographically and socioeconomically 
diverse. During this same timeframe, 
however, our ranking on the Princeton 
Review’s “Major Fraternity/Sorority 
Scene” index shot up from No. 17 in 2002 
to No. 1 last year. And this past Monday, 
Playboy Magazine ranked Vanderbilt as 
the nation’s No. 7 party school, the fi rst 
time in recent memory that the publica-
tion has listed us in the top 10. (Perhaps 
that’s tied to this year’s doubling of al-
cohol-related student hospitalizations?) 
Based on these reports, our party scene 
isn’t contracting; if anything, it’s getting 
bigger in the minds of students.

How, then, do these third-party 
upward trends in our social scene 
square up with the suggested downward 
trend? Frankly, our student body thinks 
more and more that our party scene is 
huge. Newer classes come to Vanderbilt 
either enthralled to have a social outlet 
as intense as their academic work or 
nonplussed by the mass consumption of 
beer set to house music. Either way, our 
campus is becoming more polarized on 
the issue, driving up our self-perception 
of our partying ways. But such self-
perceptions one way or the other depend 
heavily on the existence of those parties 
in the fi rst place. While they may be 
occurring less frequently and with less 
abandon as before, they are certainly 
existent.

To paraphrase Mark Twain, news of 
our party culture’s death is greatly exag-
gerated. If the column is right and our 
party culture is dead, it’s a pretty darn 
convincing zombie straight out of The 
Walking Dead. From a distance, it looks 
alive and well to me.

— Michael Greshko

Addressing concerns over the supposed death of the Vanderbilt social scene

opinion 
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Something got you peeved? Irked? Honked off? The 
Rant is your place to anonymously vent your spleen 
on any issue you want. To get your rant on: tweet @
VandyRant, email us at opinion@insidevandy.com, or 
visit the InsideVandy.com opinion page. 

Wanna live homeless, ATO? Go 
downtown and sleep on the side-
walk for a night. Your “event” is 
TACKY.

Last time I checked, raising multi-
ple thousands of dollars for home-
less veterans does a hell of a lot 
more good than a bunch of McGill 
hippies walking around shoeless.

I wish we knew who #whatshould-
vandycallme is ...

WHY IS OUR STUDENT GOVERN-
MENT PRESIDENT ALWAYS BLACK-
OUT WHEN I SEE HER?

Oh hey Rand, it’s 2:30 — I just got 
out of class and really wanted a 
Randwich. But wait,the guy in front 
of me is the last person who can 
get a randwich because you HAVE 
to close at 2:30 sharp? Perfect, I’ll 
just go hungry, or get chili from Ro-
Tiki for the fi fth time in two days.

Hey DKE, we know you were having 
a party last wekeend. The pirate 
music is unecessary.

So Vanderbilt took the MTA system 
o�  of the card ... How am I sup-
posed to get around town?

The Munchie Mart in Morgan 
smells like a strange amalgam of 
vomit and cleaning fl uid.

Why can’t we buy tickets for o� -
campus stu�  at the Sarratt Box 
O�  ce anymore?

Why are the microwaves on the 
edge of Rand now?

I know cowbooy boots are in vogue 
in Nashville, but they really aren’t 
great for my toes.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Look outside of your bubble

Despite the many faults I fi nd with 
the Greek Life at this university, 
most of them are admittedly toler-

able nuisances. However, there is one par-
ticular aspect of this campus demograph-
ic that I am unable to tolerate, and that is 
the Greek Life’s increasing insularity from 
the outside world. In Monday’s edition of 
The Hustler, one student wrote a column 
lamenting the decline of parties. I am not 
at all opposed to weekend festivities; I 
indulge just as much as the next person 
once Friday rolls around. The point is that 
this columnist can only seem to measure 

Vanderbilt’s degree of “fun” in terms of frat 
parties and tailgates, marginalizing practi-
cally everything else that occurs outside of 
Frat Row as if it did not matter.

Of course, the Greek Life’s insularity 
from the rest of campus life does not 
matter nearly as much as its apparent 
insularity from the rest of the world. ATO 
“went homeless” again this weekend — 
in a fenced area on Alumni Lawn that 
charged admission, catered food, featured 
live bands and projected sporting events 
on a sizable screen. While I acknowledge 
that the proceeds are directed toward 

charitable causes, it is horribly ignorant 
to say that one is “going homeless” with 
the amenities of a spoiled child’s backyard 
campout.

If students such as the aforemen-
tioned columnist are so concerned about 
Vanderbilt’s stagnation in college rank-
ings, perhaps they should acknowledge 
what seems to be a much larger problem 
than our waning “festive fl air” — and that 
is the lack of a basic sense of global aware-
ness.

— Evan Jehl

EVAN JEHL           
is a junior in the 
College of Arts 
and Science. He 
can be reached at 
roby.e.jehl@vander-
bilt.edu.

JAMES CRATER 
is a senior in the 
College of Arts 
and Science. He 
can be reached at 
james.b.crater@
vanderbilt.edu.

A look into the future of Greek Life as we now see it

New material has come to light 
that has forced me to publish this 
disclaimer: This article is based on 

the assumption that Greek Life is by far 
the most dominant force in terms of on-
campus social opportunities, especially 
visible ones (an important factor in the 
Vanderbilt image argument). For those 
that disagree, I ask that you point out to 
me another institution that entertains 
thousands of students multiple days a 
week for hours at a time. Further, how 
many of those institutions do so in such a 
way that creates a unique culture recog-
nized throughout the country? That’s what 
I thought.

The other day I read an article by Han-
nah Rutcofsky that touched on a topic that 
I had been wanting to write about for a 
while now: Vanderbilt’s poorly veiled at-
tempts to severely reduce the infl uence of 
Greek Life on the image of the university. 
In her piece, Hannah made the argument 
— which, I think, many of us that have 
been here for a few years can plainly see 
the truth in — that Vanderbilt is destroy-
ing its competitive advantage by placing 
measures that severely restrict the amount 
of fun we can have here, thus creating a 
less attractive atmosphere to our darling 
little prospies.

So why would Vanderbilt want to make 
itself seem less attractive? Why oh why 
would Vandy take such an important part 
of what makes it great and just fl ush it 
down the toilet? As Johnny Cochran ex-
claims in his famous Chewbacca defense, 
it does not make sense. Such greatness 
hasn’t been intentionally impaired this 
quickly since Emma Watson chopped 
off her hair on that sad, sad day. (Emma, 
if you’re reading this, listen: Sure, you’re 

awesome, but come on … even with all 
your natural beauty you can’t tell me that 
a hipster hackjob is more appealing than 
those fl owing locks. Sure, your character 
had bad hair for a few installments, but 
she was just hitting her middle school 
years. She didn’t know any better.)

Back to Vanderbilt. Unfortunately, 
Vandy doesn’t seem to want that party-
ing reputation anymore; the competitive 
advantage no longer seems important. 
Vanderbilt is going to kill fun here (like 
Duke, Emory and Notre Dame already 
have) in that hopes that we can maybe 
hopefully possibly someday crack the top 
10 in U.S. News and World Report’s “Haha 
We’re Statistically Smarter Than You” 
rankings. Who needs social organizations 
when the people you’re trying to attract 
are the book-wormish types anyway?

Dores, we’re moving toward a bad state 
of affairs. My only recourse is to illustrate 
how serious of a problem this is by outlin-
ing what I think Greek Row will look like in 
2030. Let me warn you — it’s bleak. Briefl y, 
this is how I picture it:

• The Row will be about 5 percent its 
current size. Greek Row will become a nos-
talgic misnomer, as it will be less of a “row” 
and more of a “small, discrete corner of a 
block.” It will retain its name out of con-
venience because “row” is seven syllables 
shorter. You counted, didn’t you?

• It will be dry, obviously. Juice boxes 
and Capri Suns will replace Natty Lights 
and solo cups. Silver lining: Shotgunning 
will be much more manageable.

• There will be one communal house. 
All houses will have to schedule parties for 
different times. The houses will take turns 
hosting parties when the space is avail-

able. The crazier ones might get in three 
parties a semester or so.

• Parties will be restricted to 30 minutes. 
Get your grinding in quickly. Keep it clean 
or else the chaperones will have to break 
you up. “Make room for the Holy Spirit,” as 
they used to say in my Catholic school days.

• Tailgates will be shut down at least four 
hours before kickoff. So we can meditate 
on channeling our collective energies to the 
football team, obviously.

• Rush standards are out the window. 
Everyone gets in. Also, Vanderbilt gets to 
choose who goes to what house. Why not? 

Thankfully, it’s not quite this bad yet, but 
give it a few years. You never know.

The core problem is that Vanderbilt 
continues to attract top talent in droves, 
but we’re not exactly sure why. We can offer 
a few obvious ideas: academic reputation, 
prime location in Nashville, abundance of 
squirrels, SEC sports and, of course, sweet 
on-campus social opportunities, most of 
which are manifested in the form of Greek 
Row functions. Unfortunately, it seems that 
this last factor has been (and will continue 
to be) devalued in the Vanderbilt equation.

I — like many of you, I’m sure — chose 
this school because it’s a happy place to be, 
mainly because it balances social opportu-
nities with solid academics. That “balance” 
is now shifting palpably, and our unique 
value offering to the best and brightest 
of America is being diluted into one that 
seems to say, “Hey, we’re boring too!” 

Stay tuned next week for “Greek Row: 
2050!” I’m kidding obviously. At this rate, 
there’s no way Greek Life will still be around 
in 2050.

— James Crater

TYLER BISHOP, THURS. NEWS ASSISTANT
news@insidevandy.com

“Weepin’ Weekenders” should hold back their tears
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Seniors Todd Lewis, John Kinsler and Jake 
Logan and graduate Joey Fleming hoped to 
answer the age-old question “Where should 
we go out tonight?” when they created Grant3, 
a free app for smartphones that will be 
released next week. The app includes timely 
information on over 15 late-night spots in the 
Nashville area, including student favorites 
such as Red Rooster and McFadden’s.

Kinsler said that the app is “a combina-
tion of Facebook, FourSquare and Groupon,” 
designed to record the bar and club activity 
on any given night in Nashville. After signing 
in through their Facebook accounts, users 
are able to see a live stream of updates from 
every venue. This stream is intended to serve 
as a centralized location for the Facebook 
events that come out every week, keeping 

users updated on the evening’s themes, DJs, 
happy hour schedule and other information 
about each bar and club.

In a nod to the allure of services like Grou-
pon, the listed venues also offer G3 Deals 
through the app. G3 Deals are special drink 
prices available to anyone that has rated the 
venue through the app on that particular night. 

“In order to get the deal, you have to leave 
feedback,” said Kinsler. “In order to leave 
feedback, you have to be there.”  

These G3 Deals will include drink specials 
that are exclusive to Grant3 users, incentiviz-
ing patrons to use the app in order to get the 
best deals. Lewis and Kinsler have arranged 
for venues to offer G3 deals at least twice a 
week, including one weekend night, but they 
anticipate that the venues will offer deals 
more frequently.

Users who rate the venue in order to get the 
G3 deal, will have their information extracted 
from their Facebook accounts, providing ac-

cessible data about the users at a particular 
venue that night. The “Trends” page on the 
app reveals the male-to-female ratio of users 
at the venue, the average age of users at the 
venue and the percentage of users that have 
rated the venue thumbs up or down for the 
night.

Users also have the ability to check into 
the venue with friends, which can be directly 
posted to Facebook, similar to FourSquare. 
Grant3 will also tell users which of their Face-
book friends are at each venue for the night.

Lewis notes that all these aspects together 
are especially helpful for users who want to 
know where to go. 

“This information can direct them to make 
informed nightly decisions,” he said.

Grant3 also includes links to the venues’ 
Yelp pages and information about hours and 
location. A QR code that can be scanned to 
download the app will be available in next 
Monday’s issue of The Hustler.

By KELLY HALOM
Life editor
--------------------

WISH 
GRANT3D
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This summer Vanderbilt 
continued its practice of 
welcoming new students to 
the academic community 
with a reading assignment. 
This year’s book, “Half the 
Sky,” fell nicely in line with 
previous summer selections 
such as “The Good Life” and 
“Three Cups of Tea.” Generally 
inspiring and perspective-
broadening, these books are 
supposed to be carefully read 
and refl ected upon by incom-
ing students as a key part of 
the broader Commons experi-
ence. As with all summer 
reading, countless incoming 
students didn’t bother.

“Half the Sky” was chosen 
in part to encourage students 
to begin thinking about 
global injustices and pursuing 
change, according to Crawford 
faculty head of house, Profes-
sor Paul Lim.

“The book is all about I,” 
said Lim. “I want to, I can and 
I ought to do something about 
this global gendercide. (Half 
the Sky is) a ‘Let’s go change 
the world’ book.”

But as with all summer 
reading assignments, the 
effort expected of students 
is not necessarily the effort 
put forth. That was obvious 
to anyone who poked their 
head inside the sole discussion 
session that Vanderbilt Visions 
scheduled to address the book. 
Many students revealed that 
they did not fi nish the book or 
even pick it up in some cases.

“I got about halfway 
through,” said JR Ridley, 
refl ecting a common response 
among the freshman class.

Of course, there were some 
who actually put forth the 
effort that Vanderbilt was hop-
ing for.

“I read the whole book, 
aggressively highlighted and 
underlined it, too,” said Mad-
die Girard. “I defi nitely think 
it widened my perspective of 
the world. ‘Half the Sky’ was 
a very informative book on 
something I was only vaguely 
aware of.”

Even the students who only 
read part of the book agree 
that it familiarized them with 
a tragedy in the modern world 
they previously were relatively 
unaware of.

Nicholas Brooks, who 
skipped the last couple of 
chapters, said that although 
he didn’t fi nish the book, “it 
made  me more aware of what 
was happening.”

Some students even took 
their reaction a step further. 

“I discussed several of the 
personal stories and argu-
ments with my family and 
friends,” said Maria Ramos. 
“It was great to discuss an 
issue that is often unknown or 
downplayed by members of 
our society.”

“Intelligent discourse is a 
reasonable payoff,” Lim said. 
“(But) if academic refl ection 
never leads to action, then 
that’s a problem.”

While so far the university 
and the Class of 2016 have not 
put together any larger effort 
to act on the information pre-
sented in the book, individual 
students have occasionally 
acted to organize events.

Rachel King, a Crawford 
resident, has already ap-
proached Professor Lim about 
hosting a house forum on 
female humanitarian issues. 
Additionally, some students 
deeply affected by the book 
have contributed to the 
various social entrepreneurial 
sites recommended by the 
authors, such as kiva.org.   

By CONNOR KRIST
Life reporter
--------------------

Fall Craft Fair

This weekend, the 34th annual Fall Craft Fair will be held in 
Centennial Park. Over 160 Tennessee craft artists will display 
their work on the lawn in front of the Parthenon. Sponsored by 
the Tennessee Association of Craft Artists (TACA), this is a free 
event running from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on each of the three days 
from Sept. 28-30. For more information on vendors and items for 
purchase, go to tacacraftfair.com.

Bluegrass Fan Fest

For all the bluegrass lovers out there, this weekend is an event 
that can’t be missed. Nashville is hosting the 2012 Bluegrass Fan 
Fest, featuring over 60 acts. The festival will take place from 
Friday to Sunday at the Nashville Convention Center. Tickets for 
the three-day event cost $95, and single-day tickets cost $25. 
Proceeds from the festival will benefi t the Bluegrass Trust Fund, 
which supports bluegrass musicians in times of emergency need 
and the International Bluegrass Music Association’s eff orts to 
increase appreciation for bluegrass around the world. 

By MARY NOBLES
Life reporter
--------------------

It is hard not to compare Mumford & Sons’ sophomore 
album “Babel” to its debut in 2009, but fans will be thrilled to 
discover that “Babel” fi nds a way to have its own sound while 
staying “Mumford” at heart. While artists’ second albums 
often upset fans by straying too far from the sound of the 
fi rst or for not being distinctive enough, “Babel” is able to 
fi nd a happy medium between the two.

Just like its debut, “Sigh No More,” Mumford & Sons’ new 
album features the copious amounts of stringed instruments 
and folky, alternative sound that have come to characterize 
the band. Front man Marcus Mumford continues to throw his 
soul behind his vocals, adding a simultaneously melancholy 
and uplifting tone to the songs.

While a lot of the tracks may not sound like a stylistic 
departure, the album avoids getting stuck in a rut. The 
record starts off  with “Babel,” whose enormous sound pulls 
the listener straight in. Songs like “Hopeless Wanderer” — 
which starts off  with just a piano and eventually goes into a 
musically surprising chorus — keep the listener interested. 
One of the highlights, “Lovers of the Light,” combines 
moments of peace with others of raw power to create a 
welcome addition at the halfway point of the album.

Lyrically speaking, “Babel” maintains the deep, personal 
tone of the previous album but more heavily introduces the 
Biblical imagery that gives the album its own spirit. The song 
“Below My Feet,” perhaps the most prevalent example of 
this, creates a vulnerability that makes “Babel” more akin to 
a personal encounter than a musical album. But this does not 
stop Mumford from keeping its edge; for all the fans of “Little 
Lion Man” and “I Gave You All” from “Sigh No More,” the song 
“Broken Crown” shows that Mumford still has some kick.

Not to be forgotten are the three bonus songs on the 
deluxe addition, including a cover of the classic Simon and 
Garfunkel song “The Boxer” that lends itself perfectly to 
Mumford & Sons’ sound.  However, the best tracks are the 
standard 12. The bonus songs are just that — bonuses.

True, “Babel” is not a marked departure from “Sigh No 
More.”  It is, however, a distinctive return for Mumford & Sons 
that takes the listener on a new ride.

By ETHAN DIXIUS
Life reporter
--------------------

‘Babel’ builds on 
Mumford & Sons’ 
towering success

CHECK
THIS OUT!

VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY THEATRE
will be performing ‘Dead Man’s Cell Phone’

this weekend at Neely Auditorium.
The play follows a woman who answers a stranger’s cell phone,

propelling her into his life, his family, his loves and his work.
Performances are free for undergrads with shows at
8 p.m. September 27-29 and 2 p.m. Sept. 29-30.

‘Half the Sky,’ 
half a success

While some students take 
the book to heart, others 

don’t even pick it up

PLAN YOUR 
WEEKEND

FRIDAY-SUNDAY

SATURDAY

Music City Southern Hot Wing Festival

Like eating hot wings? Like helping charities? Well, this Saturday, 
you can do both! The Music City Southern Hot Wing Festival will 
take place on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Walk of Fame 
Park (in front of the Country Music Hall of Fame). For just $1, you 
can taste hot wings from diff erent teams all vying for a $1,000 
prize. There are 20 teams competing with over 200 pounds of 
wings prepared for the day. All proceeds will go to benefi t the 
Ronald McDonald Charities House of Nashville. There will also be a 
wing eating contest, silent auction and live musical performances.



By JESSE GOLOMB
Sports reporter

--------------------
You asked for it, Vanderbilt fans.
You wanted a real, competitive 

football team with real, competitive 
expectations. You wanted a bowl 
game, a swarming defense and a 
recruiting class that could rival that 
of the SEC big boys.

You wanted a university commit-
ted to academics and athletics and, 
by extension, an actual department 
to oversee the latter.

You wanted a little hope that the 
future might be better than the 
past.

And guess what? You got it. All of 
it.

So, now that that your wishes 
have been fulfi lled, it’s time to be 
disappointed — maybe even upset 
— at the prospect of opportunity 
lost. High expectations and histori-
cal successes appear to be falling by 
the wayside, to be replaced with yet 
another frustrating, sub-.500 season 
of Commodore football.

Now, allow me to step aside for 
a second and give you a chance to 
meditate on missed opportunities 
against South Carolina and North-
western, or an embarrassment in 
Athens.

Upset yet? Good.
Now, allow me to send all that 

pent-up negative energy in a posi-
tive direction.

Let’s start talking about how this 
ship can be righted.

Yes, thank The Commodore him-
self — surely smiling down from 
the big mansion in the sky as he 
watches Jordan Rodgers struggle to 
convert on third-and-long — that 
our football team isn’t quite as hor-
rendous as usual.

But now that we’ve put that aside, 
let’s start talking about the actual 
product on the fi eld, because we’ve 
reached a point where being better 
than the past should no longer be 
satisfactory. We’ve reached a point 
where not being bad — as Vander-
bilt football has been for most of its 

existence — should simply not be 
good enough.

We can start by asking questions 
that will help this program reach its 
potential:

Is the offense running as ef-
fi ciently as possible? Are the right 
plays being called? Are the right 
players on the fi eld at the right 
times?

Most importantly, are our stu-
dent-athletes being put in the best 
possible position for success?

I’m going to be honest with you: 
I’m not sure of the answer to any 
of these questions. What I am sure 
of is that these same questions are 
asked by football fans of every stripe 
— amateur or professional — on a 
weekly basis.

And I am also sure that, beyond 
a shadow of a doubt, Vanderbilt 
football will not have taken a defi ni-
tive step forward until the present be-
comes of more interest than the past, 
or until the possibility of progress to 
come becomes of more importance 
than progress already made. 

When the student body begins to 
bicker over defensive schemes and 
third down draws, in much the same 
way they do about the Titans, the Gi-
ants and even the Volunteers — that’s 
when we’ll know a new era is fi nally 
upon us.

Until then, we’re stuck watch-
ing the same old movie, with the 
all the familiar genre tropes: hope 
replaced with anguish; expectations 
continually dashed; and most of 
all, no matter the circumstance, the 
can’t-shake-it feeling that a loss is 
looming.

Until then, we will continue to 
be satisfi ed with moral victories 
and close calls. Until then, we will 
continue to be content dwelling 
just above the SEC cellar, having 
recently vacated our long-held spot 
within it. There may not be another 
program in the country that is so 
consumed by its history, or that 
waxes more about happenings out-
side the lines rather than the action 
between them.

From here on out, the past needs 
to stay exactly where it is — because 
the fact of the matter is, that with 
considerable talent on both sides of 
the ball and more on the way, the 
chance for a bright future is fi nally 
here.

Let’s seize it.
There is no doubt that, over the 

last year, James Franklin has taken 
a program stuck in college foot-
ball’s Bronze Age and turned it into 
something more worthy of the SEC 
gold standard than ever before. In 
the process, Franklin has proved 
himself to be a great recruiter, 
maybe a better motivator and per-
haps even — as many a magazine 
or newspaper profi le would have 
you believe — an exceptional hu-
man being.  

But it remains to be seen whether 
or not Franklin’s coaching prowess 
extends to the gridiron itself.

Shocker: Football isn’t exactly a 
moral game, and Bear Bryant wasn’t 
exactly an impeccable human be-
ing. In this respect, James Franklin 
could be the savior incarnate or the 
devil’s spawn and it wouldn’t matter 
— he has a football team to coach. 
So it’s about time to start evaluating 
whether he and his players are do-
ing the jobs they’ve been tasked to 
do, and doing them successfully.

Am I saying that Franklin is, in 
actuality, doing a bad job, or that 
any of his starters should be riding 
the pine?

Of course not. I’ve barely thought 
about it yet, mostly because the 
discourse surrounding Vanderbilt 
football has kept me content with 
the status quo.

No longer. It’s time to swing for 
the fences or — to use a more apt 
analogy — throw it deep.

It’s time to start talking.
This is just one of many conversa-

tions to have, one of many ques-
tions that, if answered, can help to 
keep our football program running 
in the right direction.

Right now? We just seem to be 
running in place.

sports 
THE BIG STAT

The ranking of Vanderbilt’s incoming 
baseball recruiting class, according 

to Collegiate Baseball. The class 
features seven freshmen who were 

drafted in this year’s MLB draft.
1
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By GEORGE BARCLAY 
Sports reporter
--------------------

Before you jump off the bumpy 
bandwagon that is Vanderbilt 
football, take a good look in the 
rear view mirror. Yes, your Com-
modores are 1-3. Yes, this team has 
not played to its full potential. And 
yes, there have been too many bad 
throws, missed tackles and mind-
boggling penalties. But that’s not 
the whole story.

To the critics out there, can you 
name fi ve top-25 teams that have 
had a tougher strength of schedule 
in their fi rst four games? The only 
program that comes close is No. 10 
Notre Dame (4-0), who has beaten 
both Michigan and Michigan State, 
two Big Ten teams that have failed 
to live up to expectations after 
being ranked within the top 15 to 
start the season.

As for Vanderbilt’s schedule, 
three of the four games have come 
against perennial bowl teams (No. 
6 South Carolina, Northwestern 
and No. 5 Georgia), two of which 
are among the best in the nation.

Comparing the Commodores’ 
matchups to Notre Dame’s Big Ten 
victories is like lining up Usain Bolt 
and Roger Clemens side by side. 
One set is sleek, swift and domi-
nant. The other set is bloated, past 
its prime and bound to disappoint.

There is no question that the 
early losses have been hard to 
swallow. The fi rst came when a 
botched pass interference call pre-
vented an upset of Steve Spurrier’s 
minions. Loss No. 2 reared its ugly 
head when the Commodores failed 
to capitalize on a 10-0 lead and 
could not keep the Cardiac Cats off 
the fi eld in Evanston. 

The most recent defeat was a 
road beatdown at the hands of a 
Georgia team that looks poised to 
give Alabama a run for its money 
as the dominant SEC team of the 
year.

However, there are eight games 
left. Of these games, only No. 11 

Florida is a ranked opponent. 
The rest are against bottom-

tier SEC teams such as Auburn, 
Missouri, Ole Miss, Kentucky and 
Tennessee — not to mention two 
winnable non-conference games 
against UMass and Wake Forest. 

There is still plenty of time for 
Vanderbilt to reach bowl eligibil-
ity for the second straight season, 
a feat still unaccomplished in 
Nashville.

And let’s remember that this is 
not the NFL, where there is a salary 
cap and the teams with the worst 
records have the chance to redeem 
themselves through the draft and 
free agency. This is the SEC, where 
the victors get all the spoils and 
decade-long pipelines and boost-
ers prevent an even playing fi eld. 

Every day, James Franklin has 
to wake up and fi ght this system 
for an institution that remained 
largely indifferent to football prior 
to his arrival in 2011.

While we’re on the topic of the 
head coach, Franklin’s track record 
speaks for itself. In one season, 
he took a program that went 2-10 
each of the previous two seasons 
and sent it to it fi rst bowl game 
since 2008. 

Last spring, Franklin recruited 
the best high school running back 
in the state of Tennessee, Brian 
Kimbrow, as well as the Volunteer 
State’s highest-rated high school 
quarterback, Patton Robinette. 

The lowest-ranked recruit in last 
year’s class received three stars. 
Before Franklin’s arrival, it was a 
near guarantee that the best high 
school players in the area would 
fl ock to Knoxville and that Vander-
bilt would celebrate any recruit 
above two stars. No longer is this 
the case. 

So while you’re at it, don’t write 
off this team just yet. The talent is 
there and so is the coaching staff. 

All that’s needed is some execu-
tion. There’s a light at the end of 
the tunnel and James Franklin has 
his fi nger on the switch.

No time to panic: Diffi  cult schedule 
is to blame for initial problems

Franklin has proven himself off  the fi eld: 
Now we need to talk about the game between the lines

TENNESSEE AT NO. 5 GEORGIA NO. 14 OHIO STATE AT NO. 20 MICHIGAN STATE
Vanderbilt fans still sour over last week’s pummeling 

at the hands of the Bulldogs should enjoy this week. The 
Commodores have a bye week, so they cannot possibly 
lose. Instead of watching Georgia beat up on Vanderbilt, 
Commodore fans get to watch the Bulldogs destroy their 
archrival Tennessee Volunteers. The Vols have assembled 
a 3-1 record by taking out weak opponents, leading some 
to believe that they are the best team in Tennessee. While 
there is no evidence that that title should belong to Vander-
bilt, a thorough walloping on Saturday by a Georgia team 
fi nding its rhythm should bring the Knoxville faithful back 
down to Earth. Georgia has won its four games this season 
decisively, and the off ense in particular has looked stellar. 
For a second straight week, a Tennessee team will leave 
Athens, Ga., with a loss.

The best game of the week is a classic Big Ten matchup be-
tween the Spartans of Michigan State University and the Buck-
eyes of The Ohio State University. Both teams enter the game 
ranked in the top 25, and both will be looking to make a state-
ment on Saturday afternoon with a national audience watching. 
The Buckeyes are 4-0 under Urban Meyer in his fi rst season as 
head coach after leaving Florida and taking a leave of absence. 
Braxton Miller, a dual-threat quarterback, will be in the Heisman 
conversation at the end of the season. Coach Meyer says that 
“Braxton has more talent” than Tim Tebow. However, Braxton 
and the Buckeyes have faced a weak schedule and have not been 
tested thus far this season. That will change Saturday. The Spar-
tans boast a 3-1 record with an impressive 17-13 victory over No. 
24 Boise State and one loss to No. 11 Notre Dame. They will pose 
the toughest test for the postseason-ineligible Buckeyes in 2012.

In a very similar fashion to the 2011 Commodores, the Ole 
Miss Rebels have surprised many by starting off the season 
3-1 following a poor 2-10 finish last year. With junior running 
back Jeff Scott leading the way, the Ole Miss running game 
currently sits at an impressive 11th in the country in total 
rushing yards. Scott has averaged a staggering 8.6 yards per 
carry this season. On the other side of the ball is Alabama. 
The defending national champions have not missed a beat in 
2012, steamrolling through all four of their opponents, includ-
ing Michigan and Arkansas. The defense has looked spectacu-
lar, allowing only 5.3 points per game and already pitching 
two shutouts. Running backs T.J. Yeldon and Eddie Lacy are 
running all over everyone, and quarterback AJ McCarron has 
looked great. The Crimson Tide will look to embarrass Ole 
Miss, but between SEC opponents, anything is possible.

OLE MISS AT NO. 1 ALABAMA

After a huge loss at the hands of 
Georgia, Vanderbilt has thrown fans’ 
lofty 2012 expectations into a state of 
fl ux. Jesse Golomb and George Bar-
clay o� er di� erent perspectives on 
where the Commodores stand right 
now.

A FORK IN 
THE ROAD

GAMES TO WATCH : WEEK 5

-— Anthony Tripodoro
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Answers to Monday’s puzzle
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Two crosswords? Sorry.
This is a one-time deal. 
You’re welcome.


