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Class of 
2016 raises 
bar for 
admissions

The Vanderbilt Admissions Department 
sorted through a pool of 28,340 combined 
Early Decision and Regular Decision ap-
plications to fill 1,600 first-year slots. The 
difference in applicants from last year’s 
24,837 to this year’s showed an increase of 
14.1 percent.

According to the Office of Undergradu-
ate Admissions, the applicant pool was not 
only the largest, but also the most impres-
sive in the university’s history.

Vanderbilt Regular Decision admission 
letters were mailed Wednesday, March 
21, and international students will receive 
their decision via email today. ★

*Data reported only for students enrolled in 
schools that provide exact rank in class in-
formation

leslie schichtel
staff reporter

28,340
Total number of applications 
submitted this year

24,837
Total number of applications 
submitted last year

3,062 
Number of students admitted 
regular decision

12.02%
Overall admit rate
(as of mailing day)

10.8%
Regular decision admit rate

14.1%
Increase in number of applica-
tions from last year to this year

1470 – 1590
Middle 50 percent SAT
(CR + M)

33 – 35
Middle 50 percent ACT

96.35%
Percentage of students in 
the top 10 percent of their 
graduating class

2.77%
Average rank in class 
(percent from the top)

Vanderbilt may soon have 
to find new ways to increase 
diversity, pending a Supreme 
Court decision in the fall that 
could forbid the consideration 
of race in admissions decisions.

Currently race can only be 
considered qualitatively in 
university admissions process-
es, in accordance with a 2003 
Supreme Court case Grutter v. 
Bollinger. 

Vanderbilt currently uses 
a holistic admissions process 
that considers factors such as 
extracurriculars, leadership 
and course load among other 
factors, according to Vice Pro-
vost for Enrollment and Dean 
of Admissions Doug Christian-
sen. 

The student body has be-

come increasingly diverse in 
recent years. Minorities repre-
sent 29.2 percent of first-years 
admitted last year, up from 
17.4 percent in 2000 according 
to statistics Christiansen pre-
sented.   

“We don’t have quotas, but 
we actively recruit minority 
students,” Christiansen said, 
speaking to the role that ad-
missions plays in increasing 
on-campus diversity. 

Brian Fitzpatrick, associate 
professor of law at Vanderbilt 
Law School, noted that a deci-
sion against affirmative action 
could significantly hurt diver-
sity at top universities.  

“If the Supreme Court goes 
the broad route, selective uni-
versities could lose two-thirds 
of their black and Hispanic 
students,” Fitzpatrick said. 

Affirmative action case may 
affect higher education
chris honiball
editor-in-chief

Joe Sohm/ visionsofamerica.com

The Supreme Court will hear a case in October that may pre-
vent universities from considering race in admissions. 

Café con leche

tina tian/ the vanderbilt hustler

Students dance during Café Con Leche: Quiero a Lucy on Saturday Langford Auditorium.

see diversity page 2

New age requires new Honor Code, says report

Vanderbilt needs to update its 
honor system to address unau-
thorized aid with schoolwork, 
which has become more of a 
problem than copying answers 
during a test, according to a 
report by a Faculty Senate com-
mittee.

The Student Life Committee 
of the Faculty Senate last month 
published a report on the honor 
system. The report included 28 
recommendations to improve 

academic integrity on Vander-
bilt campus.

The recommendations were 
grouped into three categories: 
information, engagement and 
process improvements.

The committee said they were 
especially concerned with the 
need for greater education re-
garding the honor system. They 
recommended that students ac-
cepted to Vanderbilt should ac-
knowledge that they know of the 
honor system before matricula-
tion.

 “We’re hoping this is one step 

in a process of strengthening 
the culture of integrity on cam-
pus, even before they set foot 
on campus,” said Student Life 
Committee member and Associ-
ate Professor of Electrical Engi-
neering and Computer Science 
Bobby Bodenheimer.

The report discusses the need 
for greater education about the 
Honor Code among faculty as 
well as students.  According to 
the report, recent studies have 
shown that many faculty seem 
to be unaware of cheating in 
their classrooms and that differ-

ent faculty implement the honor 
system in very different ways in 
their classrooms.

The report also included many 
recommendations regarding 
faculty involvement, including a 
recommendation that monetary 
incentives be offered to faculty 
who act as advisors for the Un-
dergraduate Honor Council. 

The process improvements 
suggested in the report include 
recommendations for regular 
reports from the Undergradu-
ate, Graduate and professional 

katie krog
staff reporter

see honor page 2



editor-in-chief
Chris Honiball

opinion editor
Matt Scarano

asst. opinion editor
Michael Diamond

sports editor
Meghan Rose

asst. sports editors
Eric Single
Jackson Martin
Reid Harris

life editor
Kristen Webb

photo editor
kevin barnett

supervising copy editor
andré rouillard

insidevandy.com director
kyle blaine

marketing director
George Fischer

art director
Matt Radford

designers
Jennifer Brown
Erica Chanin
Irene Hukkelhoven
Elisa Marks
Matt Miller
Adriana Salinas
Kion Sawney
Diana Zhu

vsc director
Chris Carroll

asst. vsc directors
Jeff Breaux
Paige Clancy
jim hayes

2   ★   monday, march 26, 2012   ★   The Vanderbilt Hustler   ★   www.InsideVandy.com

The Vanderbilt Hustler (ISSN 
0042-2517), the student newspaper 
of Vanderbilt University, is published 
every Monday and Thursday during 
the academic year except during 
exam periods and vacations. The 
paper is not printed during summer 
break.

The Vanderbilt Hustler allocates 
one issue of the newspaper to each 
student and is available at various 
points on campus for free. Additional 
copies are $.50 each.

The Vanderbilt Hustler is a divi-

sion of Vanderbilt Student Commu-
nications, Inc. Copyright © 2010 
Vanderbilt Student Communications.

Location
The Hustler offices are in 130 

Sarratt Student Center on the 
Vanderbilt University Campus. Ad-
dress postal mail to 2301 Vanderbilt 
Place, VU Station B 351504, Nash-
ville, Tenn. 37235-1504.

Affiliations
The Hustler is a member of the 

Associated Collegiate Press, Co-
lumbia Scholastic Press Associa-
tion, College Newspaper Business 
and Advertising Managers, South-
ern University Newspapers and the 
Southeastern Journalism Confer-
ence and is an associate member of 
the Associated Press.

To Advertise
• Display ads: (615) 322-4237 or 

e-mail vanderbiltmedia.advertis-
ing@gmail.com

• Display fax: (615) 322-3762

• Office hours are 9 a.m. — 4 
p.m., Monday — Friday

• Visit us online at http://www.
vscmedia.org/advertising.html

To Report a News Item
• Campus news: Call 322-2424 or 

e-mail news@insidevandy.com
• Sports results: Call 343-0967 or 

e-mail sports@insidevandy.com

Corrections
The staff of The Vanderbilt Hustler 

is committed to ensuring our work is 

fair and accurate. 
Errors of substance will be cor-

rected. With very rare exception, 
these corrections will be listed on 
Page 2.
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service guide

staff list

honor councils and review of 
Honor Council processes and 
cases by legal experts. 

The committee said that 
the Undergraduate Honor 
Council is supposed to sub-
mit an annual report but has 
not submitted the report in 
recent years. 

According to committee 
member and Associate Pro-
fessor of Communication 
Studies Vanessa Beasley, 
the committee especially 
wants the university to fos-
ter more discussion of the 
positive aspects of the Hon-
or Council, rather than only 
focusing on infractions and 
consequences.

 “We want people to know 

that we’re concerned about 
the positive aspects of the 
honor system as well. What 
it means to have integrity, 
what it means to say that 
work you’re turning in and 
saying is yours and yours 
alone is, in fact, yours alone,” 
Beasley said.

 “The Honor Code should 
be less about the thou-shalt-
nots and more about what it 
means to live with honor and 
what you can do,” commit-
tee member and Associate 
Professor of Musicology Joy 
Calico said.

Having an in-depth re-
port on the honor system 
is not a new concept at 
Vanderbilt. The last such 
report was made by a com-

mittee of students in 1987. 
Of course, the focus of re-
views of the honor system 
changes over time.

According to Bodenheimer, 
the most commonly reported 
infraction of the Honor Code 
is unauthorized collabora-
tion.

 “If you can imagine back 
in 1987, there wasn’t the In-
ternet, there weren’t smart-
phones, there wasn’t file 
sharing and the academic 
culture at the time was not 
as engaged around collabo-
ration as it is today,” Boden-
heimer said.

He added, “I think stu-
dents and faculty are un-
clear on where the boundary 
is (of collaboration).” ★

Although a Supreme 
Court decision barring 
the consideration of race 
during admissions would 
strictly apply to public uni-
versities, private institu-
tions at Vanderbilt would 
also be held to the decision 
under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, which 
states that no agency re-
ceiving federal funds may 
discriminate on the basis 
of race, color or national 
origin.  

Universities generally 
do not reveal the details of 
their admissions policies 
for fear of lawsuits, but it 
is generally understood 

that top-tier universities at 
least consider race in their 
admissions. 

“My understanding is 
that every selective college 
in America is using race to 
select students,” Fitzpat-
rick said. 

If the Supreme Court 
should rule in favor of 
Fisher, Fitzpatrick said 
that universities would 
find race-neutral ways to 
achieve diversity through 
considering factors such as 
income and geographic lo-
cation. 

The case, Fisher v. Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin, 
is due for review in Oc-
tober, and was originally 

filed by Abigail Fisher and 
Rachel Michalewicz after 
they were denied admis-
sion for the class of 2008 at 
University of Texas. They 
argued that the universi-
ty’s race-conscious admis-
sions process violated the 
equal protection clause of 
the 14th amendment. 

Admissions at Univer-
sity of Texas follow a plan 
where the top 10 percent 
of graduating classes from 
each high school in the 
state are guaranteed ad-
mission. The remaining 
applicants undergo a more 
comprehensive process that 
includes race in the deci-
sion. ★

coming this week

A Conversation with Mo 
Rocca

Mo Rocca will be speaking at Sar-
ratt Cinema on Monday at 8 p.m. 
Ticket required.

Humorist, actor and writer Mo 
Rocca is best known for his offbeat 
news reports and satirical commen-
tary. 

Currently a correspondent for 
CBS Sunday Morning News with 
Charles Osgood, he is also a pan-
elist on NPR’s hit weekly quiz show 
“Wait Wait… Don’t Tell Me!” and the 
host of the show “Foodography” on 
the Cooking Channel. Rocca spent 
four seasons as a correspondent on 
Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show” 
with Jon Stewart and four seasons 
as a correspondent on “The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno.” 

The former president and author 
of Harvard University’s “Hasty Pud-
ding Show,” Rocca is no stranger to 

the stage, where his credits include 
the roles of Vice Principal Douglas 
Panch in Broadway’s “The 25th An-
nual Putnam County Spelling Bee,” 
and Doody on the “Southeast Asia 
Tour of Grease.”

Rocca’s book “All the Presidents’ 
Pets: The Story of One Reporter 
Who Refused to Roll Over” is a tour-
de-force of investigative journalism 
that blows the lid off of a long-held 
Washington secret: Presidential 
pets are more than just photo-ops. 
Equal parts “All the President’s 
Men,” “Charlotte’s Web” and “The 
Da Vinci Code,” Pets is the journal-
istic watershed event of the decade. 
Really.

Rocca began his career in TV as 
a writer and producer for the Emmy 
and Peabody Award-winning PBS 
children’s series “Wishbone.” He 
went on to write and produce for 
other kids series, including ABC’s 
“Pepper Ann” and Nickelodeon’s “The 
Wubbulous World of Dr. Seuss,” 
a preschool series combining the 
whimsy of Seuss characters with the 
magic of Jim Henson puppetry.

A native of Washington, D.C., Mo 
Rocca earned a bachelor’s degree 
at Harvard and resides in New York 
City. This event is brought to you by 
VPB’s The VenUe and is the second 
event of the new Conversation se-
ries.

Founder of Knowledge 
is Power Program to 
speak at Vanderbilt 

More than 85 percent of students 
enrolled in the Knowledge is Power 
Program are from low-income families 
and 95 percent are African American 
or Latino. Yet, unlike national trends, 
more than 90 percent of KIPP alumni 
have graduated high school and more 
than 80 percent have gone to college.

KIPP cofounder Michael Feinberg 
will present on the college completion 
results and growth of this national net-
work of free college-preparatory public 
schools at a lecture Tuesday, March 
27, at Vanderbilt’s Peabody College. 
The event is at 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. in 
the Wyatt Center Rotunda on the Pea-
body campus and is free and open to 
the public.

There are 109 KIPP schools in 20 
states, including KIPP Academy Nash-
ville. Students are accepted regard-
less of prior academic record, conduct 
or socioeconomic background.

Feinberg’s talk, titled “Beyond Z: 
Lessons Learned from KIPP’s College 
Completion Results and Growth,” is 
sponsored by Peabody’s Department 
of Leadership, Policy and Organiza-
tions and the Office of Professional 
and Graduate Education. ★

Journalist Cokie Rob-
erts gives free, public 
lecture March 28

ABC News political analyst and Na-
tional Public Radio senior news analyst 
Cokie Roberts will give a talk, “Insiders’ 
View of Washington, D.C.,” Wednes-
day, March 28, at 7 p.m. at Vanderbilt 
University’s Langford Auditorium.

The event is free and open to the 
public and is part of the university’s 
Project Dialogue series, which is dedi-
cated to creating opportunities for 
students, staff and faculty to engage 
in public discourse and dialogue in an 
effort to foster a transformative expe-
rience. By connecting classroom learn-
ing with larger societal issues, Project 
Dialogue seeks to generate reasonable 
debate in the hopes of finding common 
ground.

Video of the Roberts’ lecture will be 
posted after the event at news.vander-
bilt.edu.

In her more than 40 years in broad-

cast journalism, Roberts has won 
countless awards, including three Em-
mys. She has been inducted into the 
Broadcasting and Cable Hall of Fame 
and was cited by the American Women 
in Radio and Television as one of the 
50 greatest women in the history of 
broadcasting.

In addition to her appearances on the 
airwaves, she, along with her husband 
Steven V. Roberts, writes a weekly col-
umn syndicated in newspapers around 
the country by United Media. The 
Roberts are also contributing editors 
to “USA Weekend Magazine,” and to-
gether they wrote The New York Times 
Best Seller “From this Day Forward,” 
an account of their more than 40-year 
marriage and other marriages in Amer-
ican history. The book followed Roberts’ 
No. 1 bestseller,  “We Are Our Moth-
ers’ Daughters,” an account of women’s 
roles and relationships throughout 
American history. Roberts’ histories 
of women in America’s founding era, 
“Founding Mothers,” published in 2004 
and “Ladies of Liberty” in 2008, also 
became instant bestsellers.

Roberts holds more than 20 honor-
ary degrees, serves on the boards of 
several nonprofit institutions and on 
the President’s Commission on Ser-
vice and Civic Participation. The Li-
brary of Congress named her a “Living 
Legend,” one of the select few to have 
attained this honor. ★

mctcampus.com
brendan hoffman/ getty images

honor: Review to accent Positive aspects of Honor Code 

diversity: Most top 
universities consider race

from honor page 1

from diversity page 1

Honor Council recommendations
• The Undergraduate Honor Council should sub-

mit annual reports to the deans and the provost, 
with copy to the chair of the Student Life Commit-
tee of the Faculty Senate.

• Given the nature and import of the respon-
sibilities of UHC faculty advisors, we recommend 
that the provost consider additional compensation 
for them, either in the form of salary supplement 
or research funds. Faculty should be compensat-
ed according to the number of cases they over-
see. While the committee does not make recom-
mendations about the amount of compensation or 
number of cases, the committee feels that cash 
compensation is appropriate, and that the model 
used in the School of Medicine to incentivize medi-
cal faculty to interview medical student applicants 
is a good model to adopt for Honor Council ser-
vice. Under this model, faculty advisors who sat in 
on a set minimum number of cases per semester 

would receive a cash incentive. 
• The director of the Office of Student Conduct 

and Integrity should provide a report to the faculty 
member who brought the Honor Code violation to 
the UHC. 

• The associate provost for Undergraduate 
Education should convene a committee  to study 
expanding the faculty advisor’s role to include 
casting a vote in the penalty phase of large panel 
cases. The Student Life Committee recommends 
this change, but recognizes that the faculty are 
not the only stakeholders in the process of chang-
ing the Undergraduate Honor Council process. 

• The role of faculty advisors should be ex-
panded to include acting as resources for faculty 
who need guidance in navigating UHC procedures. 
We believe that the associate provost for Under-
graduate Education is the administrator properly 
tasked with carrying out this recommendation. ★

jon munoz/ the vanderbilt hustler

The Original Cast performs at Fourth Fridays in Sarratt on Friday. 

Fourth Fridays

 provided by vu news service
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The Department of Psychology 
at Vanderbilt University 

is looking for subjects to participate in research studies.

You will be compensated for your time.

Studies examine aspects of cognition, 
emotion and brain functioning.

To find out more about participating in studies,
see http://vanderbilt.sona-systems.com/

NASHVILLE, Tenn.— Hun-
dreds of people have gathered in 
Nashville outside the state Capi-
tol to protest the fatal shooting of 
a black unarmed Florida teen by a 
neighborhood watch captain.

The Tennessean reported that 

many of those who attended the ral-
ly Saturday were dressed in hooded 
sweat shirts — the same clothing 
worn by 17-year-old Trayvon Martin 
when he was fatally shot Feb. 26 in 
the Florida town of Sanford.

Neighborhood watch captain 
George Zimmerman has claimed 
self-defense in the shooting and has 
not been charged.

State and federal authorities are 
investigating.

The shooting has spurred protest 
rallies across the nation, with at 
least three others planned in Ten-
nessee. The Commercial Appeal 
reports Memphis activists plan 
two events this week to protest the 
boy’s death and WDEF-TV reports a 
march is planned in Chattanooga. ★

NASHVILLE, Tenn. - 
Allergy season has come 
early and hit with a wheez-
ing vengeance in parts of 
the South and Midwest 
this year, thanks largely to 
an unusually warm winter. 
Abundant pollen is causing 
watery eyes, sniffles and 
sneezing.

Doctors say the spring 
misery stretches from Mis-
sissippi to Ohio and from 
Georgia to Texas, where a 
drought has exacerbated 
the problem. Forecasters 
and allergists blame the 
unseasonably warm weath-
er, and few cold snaps, for 
causing plants to bloom 
weeks earlier than normal 
and release the allergy-
causing particles.

In some areas, aller-
gists say pollen counts 
this week are as high as 
they’ve ever recorded. A 
clinic at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity in Nashville re-
corded 11,000 grains of 
pollen per cubic meter 
Tuesday, the worst in the 
12 years they’ve tracked 
the number. The Atlanta 
Allergy & Asthma Clinic 
says this week’s pollen 
counts have beaten a high 
mark recorded there in 
April 1999. Their count 
for Tuesday was almost 
9,400. Fifteen-hundred is 
considered very high.

The medical director of 
the Vanderbilt Asthma, Si-
nus and Allergy Program 
says he’s been seeing more 
patients — even while feel-
ing puny himself.

“I’m kind of sniffly to-
day,” Dr. David Hagaman 
said Tuesday.

The Asthma and Aller-
gy Foundation of America 
says more than 40 million 
Americans have nasal al-
lergies, popularly called 
hay fever. In severe cases, 
sufferers have difficulty 
breathing that can send 
them to the emergency 
room.

Stephanie Baxter was 
walloped when she re-
turned to Gallatin, Tenn., 
from a vacation in Florida 
last week.

“We hit Tennessee and 
they started,” she said. “I 
have every possible symp-
tom you can have. I’m try-
ing to keep my energy be-
cause I have a 3-month-old 
and a 3-year-old. There’s 
no time for rest.”

For three years, the 

foundation has ranked 
Knoxville, Tenn., as the 
worst city in the country 
for allergies - based on 
pollen counts, sales of al-
lergy medications and the 
presence allergy special-
ists. The city has been up 
to 20 degrees warmer than 
normal the past few weeks. 
Spring arrived premature-
ly — along with sales of 
nose spray.

“It’s blooming so early,” 
said Sam Roberts, a mete-
orologist with the National 
Weather Service in Morris-
town, Tenn. “Grass mow-
ing has started early this 
year and stirred things 
up.”

Ranee Randby, commu-
nity relations director for 
the Knox County Health 
Department, said Knox-
ville’s scenic location in the 
Tennessee valley contrib-
utes to the problem.

“We’re surrounded by 
mountains and whatever 
gets in here stays in here. 
It’s like a bowl,” she said. 
“It’s a beautiful, green part 
of the country but pollen 
comes with that.”

In San Antonio, Texas, 
patients with allergies 
have increased in the past 
few weeks at Southwest 
General Hospital. Daniel 
St. Armand, the emergen-
cy room director, doesn’t 
have to leave the hospital 
to find someone suffering.

“I have a friend who goes 
through this yearly and it 
affects his whole system,” 
he said. “He constantly 
has a runny nose and itchy 
skin and eyes. He’s just not 
himself.”

In Atlanta, Andre Os-
borne returned home from 
a long weekend to find his 
black Infiniti sedan caked 
in yellow pollen.

“I feel terrible,” he said. 
“I know it’s not as bad as 
it can be. But the sneezing, 
the uncontrollable cough-
ing, it’s starting to kick in.”

A couple miles away, 
business was up at Cac-
tus Car Wash as drivers 
brought in their pollen-
covered cars. Yellow water 
streamed into drains in its 
parking lot.

“It’s very unusual this 
early on,” said manager 
Jim James. “It’s getting 
cars a lot dirtier, which is 
happier for us.” ★

Associated Press writers 
Johnny Clark and Jona-
than Landrum in Atlanta 
contributed to this report.

Off-the-charts pollen 
spreads allergy misery
joe edwards
associated pressassociated press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Three 
years ago, Rep. Joe Towns failed 
to make Tennessee the first state 
to fine teenagers for wearing saggy 
britches. Now the Memphis Demo-
crat has a more comprehensive 
measure that would prohibit “ris-
que dressing” in schools — and its 
chances of passage are looking good.

The proposal is headed for a House 
floor vote and is moving steadily in 
the Senate. The bill seeks to prohibit 
students from exposing “underwear 
or body parts in an indecent manner 
that disrupts the learning environ-
ment.”

It means that in addition to boys 
not letting their pants sag, female 
student athletes might be required 
to wear shirts over their sports bras 
if they were deemed inappropriate 
by school officials.

“It’s raising the standard of dress 
when they’re attending public 
schools,” Towns said. “It specifical-
ly states that they cannot come to 
the schools with their buttocks dis-
played, breast and things displayed 
— risque dressing.”

Currently, Arkansas and Florida 
are the only states to target schools 
for a saggy pants ban, according to 
the National Conference of State 
Legislatures. Alabama is consider-
ing a similar bill that would ban 
saggy pants in public in one of its 

counties. That measure unanimous-
ly passed the Alabama House and is 
currently in the Senate.

In recent years, saggy pants have 
become something of a national fad, 
worn mostly by young men. Some 
states have tried to outlaw the style 
that offends many because the leg-
wear is drooped enough to expose 
the underwear — or more. Even 
President Barack Obama has said 
it’s a fashion “don’t.”

Town’s bill in 2009 sought to im-
pose a fine of up to $250 and 160 
hours of community service for 
wearing pants below the waistline. 
School districts would decide the 
punishment under the current pro-
posal, which sponsors say is suc-
ceeding this time around because 
of the lack of a fine and the fact the 
measure is isolated to schools.

Sen. Ophelia Ford is sponsoring 
the companion bill to Town’s cur-
rent proposal. Even though it’s not 
as tough as the one three years ago, 
she said it’s a tool to help stop a style 
that frustrates her every time she 
sees it.

“It’s gotten ... out of hand,” she 
said. “I mean, just showing every-
thing.”

Others have expressed the same 
sentiment, or worse. A Memphis 
man got so angry over two teens’ 
sagging pants that he fired several 
shots at them during an argument, 
hitting one in the buttocks, police 
said.

“I detest seeing students’ under 
garments,” said Eunice Waller, a 
substitute teacher in Memphis. “It’s 
very inappropriate and indecent.”

Even some teenagers are ap-
palled. Waller’s son, Chad, attends 
a Memphis high school. He said 
those who dress inappropriately 
probably don’t realize — or don’t 
care — that their appearance can 
sometimes be viewed as a reflection 
of their character.

“When you sag your pants, it 
doesn’t look professional,” he said.

Tennessee Education Association 
lobbyist Jerry Winters said stu-
dents’ style of dress “sends a strong 
message as to the atmosphere in 
that school.”

“And some students certainly 
are not dressing appropriately,” he 
said. “I think this bill, although it 
gives local school systems a lot of 
authority as to how far they go with 
this, it’s a step in the right direc-
tion.”

Dress codes have traditionally 
been left up to local school districts.

Tennessee Board of Education 
Executive Director Gary Nixon said 
most of the dress policies he’s famil-
iar with address most of the issues 
in the bill. He said the challenge is 
enforcement.

“I believe it is critical to have 
well-disciplined and safe learning 
environments for our students,” 
Nixon said. “I trust this bill intends 
to promote the same.” ★

lucas l. johnston II
associated press

Measure prohibiting saggy pants 
advancing in Tenn. Legislature

Rallies in Tenn. protest 
teen’s shooting 

Weekend in photos

Top: Vanderbilt’s premier 
all-female a capella group, 
The Swingin’ ‘Dores, per-
form their Spring Concert 
in Sarratt Cinema Sunday 
night. 

Left: Abderrahim Foukara, 
D.C. Bureau Chief of Al-
Jazeera, at MESA Night, 
the Middle Eastern Stu-
dent Association’s annual 
celebration of Middle East-
ern culture in the Student 
Life Center Ballroom on 
Friday. 

tina tian/ the vanderbilt hustler

michael frascella/ the vanderbilt hustler



opinion

The Vanderbilt Hus-
tler opinion page aims 
to stimulate discussion 
in the Vanderbilt com-
munity. In that spirit, 
columnists, guest col-
umnists and authors 
of letters to the editor 
are expected to pro-
vide logical argument 

to back their views. 
Unreasonable argu-
ments, arguments in 
bad faith or arguments 
in vain between col-
umnists have no place 
in The Hustler and 
will not be published. 
The Hustler welcomes 
reader viewpoints and 

offers three methods 
of expression: letters 
to the editor, guest col-
umns and feedback on 
InsideVandy.com.

Letters must be sub-
mitted either in person 
by the author to the 
Hustler office or via 

e-mail to opinion@in-
sidevandy.com. Letters 
via e-mail must come 
from a Vanderbilt e-
mail address where the 
identity of the sender is 
clear. With rare excep-
tion, all letters must be 
received by 1 p.m. on 
Sunday or Wednesday. 

The editor reserves the 
right to edit and con-
dense submissions for 
length as well as clarity.

Lengthy letters that 
focus on an issue af-
fecting students may 
be considered for a 
guest column at the 

editor’s discretion.

All submissions be-
come the property of 
The Hustler and must 
conform to the legal 
standards of Vanderbilt 
Student Communica-
tions, of which The Hus-
tler is a division.

opinion policyeditorial board

Chris Honiball
Editor-in-Chief

editor@insidevandy.com

Matt Scarano
Opinion Editor

opinion@insidevandy.com

Kristen Webb
Life Editor

life@insidevandy.com

Meghan Rose
Sports Editor

sports@insidevandy.com
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column

Can you think of your favorite 
teacher off the top of your head? 
Was he or she the best teacher 
you’ve had? In what regard? The 
criteria are not the same for ev-
eryone. With 13 to 21 years of 
educational experience, I think 
most undergraduate students 
would consider themselves ex-
perts, and would probably each 
have our own standards. 

The best teacher I’ve ever had 
was intelligent, demanding and 
committed. She impacted stu-
dents› lives for over 20 years. The 
best teacher I’ve ever had was 
my 11th and 12th grade history 
teacher, Susan Buksbaum. 

One of the ways I define “a great 
teacher” is how much impact he 
or she has on the students. On 
the surface, a schoolteacher has 
subject material to communicate, 
but much of that information is 
quickly forgotten, unless it is 
continuously used in subsequent 
settings. I’ve found that the true 
value of teaching has been in the 
lessons I’ve learned about myself. 
Whatever concrete knowledge I’ve 
learned since my first year of pre-
school is outweighed by the skills I 
acquired in analyzing, contextual-
izing and applying my experience 
in school to improve myself. 

I went to a small private school 
in New York City, The Dalton 
School, which maintains high ex-
pectations of students and in re-
turn promises high-quality teach-
ing. I could write pages about my 

time there, but for now just know 
that all my teachers were good; 
still, Mrs. Buksbaum was the best. 

I distinguished between “favor-
ite” and “best” teacher at the be-
ginning of this piece because many 
students did not like Mrs. Buks-
baum. But, she was an exceptional 
teacher. At the bare minimum, she 
made students work harder than 
they had before. She was sharp in 
class discussion and critical in her 
assessments. She forced the class to 
complete homework on time, study 
hard and actively participate. 

When discussing this article 
with a friend, she mentioned that 
she thought a great teacher is 
one who makes students want to 
learn. She referenced her eighth 
grade history teacher who used 
interactive methods to teach. I 
agree, but Mrs. Buksbaum went 
a step beyond making me want 
to learn — she taught me how to 
learn.

I took three courses with Mrs. 
Buksbaum: American History and 
my two senior seminars, “Ameri-
can Government” and “Press and 
the Public Interest.” She taught 
me about the unavoidable bias in 
press reporting and the power of 
the press’s words and attention. I 
learned about Watergate, the Su-
preme Court and American gov-
ernment, but most importantly, I 
learned about the power of the in-
dividual and the satisfaction that 
comes with hard work.

If you had asked me about my fa-
vorite teacher two weeks ago, I do 
not think I would have been able 
to give such a definite answer. I 

would not have been able to break 
down Mrs. Buksbaum’s influence 
on me in the manner I have. But 
then, late in the evening on Sat-
urday, March 17, I found out that 
Mrs. Buksbaum’s health was fail-
ing. Shakily, I began an email 
that was 15 months overdue. 

Alas, Mrs. Buksbaum passed 
away on Tuesday afternoon, as I 
was proofreading my email. With 
the weight of separation and guilt 
of time, I was overwhelmed by her 
importance in my life. I have had 
many excellent teachers who have 
positively influenced my life; at 
this moment Mrs. Buksbaum›s in-
fluence seems the strongest.

To conclude, I would like to 
share some final lessons I learned 
from Mrs. Buksbaum: 

For students,  never write off a 
teacher for giving too much work 
or teaching a difficult course; you 
never know what you could learn. 

For everyone, don’t wait to 
thank those who have impacted 
you, shaped you, or mentored you. 
Their gift of impact is invaluable, 
and given thanks should be end-
less. You never know when they 
won’t be there to thank.

I dedicate this column to Mrs. 
Buksbaum, the reason I write my 
opinion weekly, and why I will 
never be satisfied with flawed in-
stitutional patterns.

—Hannah Rutcofsky is a sopho-
more in the College of Arts and 
Science. She can be reached at 
hannah.r.rutcofsky@vanderbilt.
edu.

The best teacher 
I’ve ever had

hannah rutcofsky
columnist

My parents gave me one piece of 
advice that has served me well in 
my post-adolescent years. “See the 
world,” they beckoned. “There’s a lot 
of world, though, so you should prob-
ably start early.”

So I travel. And I’m not the only 
one. Most people at Vanderbilt like 
traveling so much that they decide to 
spend a semester immersing them-
selves in another culture, or may 
even decide to work, teach, or vol-
unteer abroad. Traveling, or the act 
of getting from one place to another, 
has become an integral component of 
the undergraduate experience. But I 
never really thought of traveling as 
anything more than, well, traveling 
— until this week, that is.

This week, two seemingly unrelat-
ed events occurred that changed my 
outlook on my parents’ simple mes-
sage. One event involved Rick Steves, 
the popular hero of American travel 
since the 1980s. Steves made a name 
for himself by touring Europe, assur-
ing normal people like you and me 
that we too could travel through the 
French countryside, sampling exotic 
cheese and wine with the grace of a 
local (or, at the very least, look like 
we know what we’re doing). Steves 
brought previously remote locales — 

and the people who inhabited them 
— to a broad audience via television 
satellites and public broadcasting. 
Steves’ message was as simple as 
it was effective: anyone can travel. 
When he stopped by the Student Life 
Center this past Monday, his message 
retained many of those same tropes, 
but with an updated twist: traveling is 
political. Political, as I believe Steves 
was using the term, meant traveling 
broadens perspectives and allows for 
complex human interaction. 

But, as much as Steves’ speech fo-
cused on the potential positives of 
traveling, there was another event — 
one with less optimistic undertones 
— that got me thinking about Rick 
Steves’ idyllic vision of travel.

In Florida last month, a young boy 
named Trayvon Martin was shot and 
killed by a neighborhood watch volun-
teer. Trayvon was walking back to his 
father’s house one evening while the 
volunteer was patrolling the neigh-
borhood. What should have been a 
simple stroll home turned fatal. The 
media has questioned Florida’s con-
troversial “Stand Your Ground” law, 
which allows individuals to be proac-
tive in defending themselves without 
fear of legal recourse, as well as the 
personal gun possession, a hot button 
issue since the creation of firearms. 
Both those are valid and worthwhile 
discussions, to be sure; however, I be-
lieve this incident — coincided with 
Steves’ speech on travel — point to a 
more pressing matter. 

Certain individuals (in this case, 
African American males) make soci-
ety uncomfortable. It doesn’t matter if 
they have an Ivy League education or 
their dad is the President of the Unit-
ed States: after vilifying them for cen-

turies, society more easily recognizes 
a threat than a scholar. President 
Obama, a man with African heritage 
who happens to be married to an Afri-
can American woman, recently stated 
that if he had a son, that child would 
look like Trayvon. What the Presi-
dent was implying is that if this ficti-
tious Obama wore a hoody, like Tray-
von, and was walking through our 
neighborhood at night, how would we 
respond? This situation, with all the 
complicated and cumbersome ques-
tions it raises, got me to think: What 
are we hoping to accomplish by travel-
ing around the world if a young Afri-
can American man cannot walk down 
the street without retribution? Are we 
more comfortable when certain people 
decide not to travel? Traveling is a po-
litical act, as Steves defined it, but 
can it be used, and have we used it, 
as a means of exerting power — and 
in so doing, have we reinforced stereo-
types — over others? 

It would be naive to think that ste-
reotypes don’t influence behavior. We, 
and I do mean all of us, gather informa-
tion either passively or directly about 
others and act upon those perceptions. 
Exposing ourselves to new situations, 
a key component of travel, provides 
ample opportunities to act on the un-
known. But for travel to be about posi-
tive politics and not a display of power 
to quell our own fears, we have to see 
people as people, not propaganda. This 
is true whether we’re studying abroad 
in Spain or studying at Starbucks. 

Otherwise, traveling becomes a po-
litical game where everyone loses. 

—Allena Berry is a senior in Pea-
body College. She can be reached at 
allena.g.berry@vanderbilt.edu.

column

The politics of travel

allena berry 
columnist 

This week, Vanderbilt Hill-
el will host I-Fest, an annual 
weeklong cultural and his-
torical celebration of Israel 
on campus. 

With I-Fest comes a great 
opportunity for me to reflect 
upon and share my profound 
personal connection with the 
State of Israel. It is my fami-
ly’s ancestral homeland, and 
many of my relatives con-
tinue to reside there today. 
After visiting last summer, 
I am continually inspired 
by Israeli culture’s vibrant 
beauty and am motivated to 
share it with my friends and 
classmates at home.	

Earlier this month I was 
privileged to attend the 
American Israel Public Af-
fairs Committee’s annual 
Policy Conference — a po-
litical I-Fest in Washington, 
D.C., attended by 13,000 
Americans including 1,500 
high school and college 
students. I saw President 
Obama speak alongside the 
three potential Republican 
nominees, reminding the 
crowd that no matter which 
candidate we vote for, Ameri-
ca’s special relationship with 
Israel is neither threatened 
nor negotiable.  

At Policy Conference’s 
main event, AIPAC’s tradi-
tional “roll call” of U.S. Sen-
ators and Representatives in 
attendance further demon-
strated bi-partisan support 
for Israel. More than half the 
members of both the House 
and Senate were present, 
and, more importantly, those 
who attended were roughly 
half Democrats and half Re-
publicans. In a national po-
litical climate where the two 
parties seem unable to agree 
about anything, at least one 
issue transcends party lines: 
support for Israel. 

There are many reasons 
for this. Most Americans use 
— and probably rely upon — 
Israel’s technological contri-
butions every day. We have 
Israel to thank for USB flash 
drives, cell phones, instant 
messaging and “Pillcams,” 
tiny cameras that are now 
used to diagnose ailments 
and aid operations at hospi-
tals around the world. 

With these innovations 
and more, Israel, a country 
the size of New Jersey with 
only 7 million inhabitants, 
produces more startup com-
panies and has more com-
panies on the tech-oriented 
NASDAQ stock exchange 
than any nation outside the 
U.S. — more than Europe, 
China and India combined. 

This Wednesday in the 
Rand promenade, I-Fest’s 
mock Israeli “shuk,” or mar-
ket, will showcase some of 
Israel’s contributions, includ-
ing the Pillcam.  Passers-by 
will be able to taste Israeli 
cuisine, hear Israeli music 
and learn interesting facts 
about Israel.

America will continue to 
benefit from Israeli inno-
vation in the future. Israel 
leads the world in solar ener-
gy, biofuels, geothermal tech-
nology and water desaliniza-
tion. Israel’s advances in the 
alternative energy sector are 
paving the way toward West-
ern energy independence 
and a cleaner environment. 
With sustainable drip-irriga-
tion techniques that are now 
being imitated around the 
globe, Israeli agronomists 
turned the Middle Eastern 
desert into a flourishing ag-
ricultural miracle.

On a philosophical level, 
too, America and Israel are 
closely related. Israel is the 
only liberal democracy in the 
Middle East, and the only 
country in the region where 
female, gay, Arab, Christian 
and Jewish citizens enjoy 
equal rights and political 
representation. These shared 
values are the true source of 
the invaluable relationship 
between America and Israel.

This relationship is com-
forting, even essential, to 
those of us with personal 
connections to Israel. Isra-
el’s neighbors include some 
countries that actively re-
fuse to recognize its right to 
exist, and others that only 
recently accepted its legiti-
macy. American support is 
essential to Israel’s security, 
and, indeed, its continued 
existence. America is repaid 
for this essential support 
with technological advances, 
economic benefit, and intel-
ligence and security coop-
eration in the volatile Middle 
East. 

Above reciprocity and mu-
tual benefit, however, are the 
democratic values America 
and Israel share. It is up to 
us to protect these values 
around the world and to cel-
ebrate the cultures and na-
tions with which we share 
them.  That is what I-Fest is 
all about. 

As Americans, we have a 
responsibility to be educated 
about Israel, its place in the 
world, and the special rela-
tionship between America 
and Israel. The two nations 
are culturally tied, economi-
cally interdependent and po-
litically allied. 

This year’s I-Fest includes 
an array of exciting events, 
including a musical perfor-
mance by Israeli pop-funk 
group Acollective at The End 
Tuesday night, fresh from 
their appearance at Austin’s 
SXSW. Most importantly, 
however, I-Fest offers people 
at Vanderbilt an opportunity 
to see, learn, understand 
and — if they choose — par-
ticipate in Israeli culture and 
American Israel advocacy. 

So, check out the calendar 
of events on posters around 
campus or on Facebook, and 
take some time this week to 
learn about, and celebrate, 
the State of Israel. 

—Matt Scarano is a sopho-
more in the College of Arts and 
Science. He can be reached at 
matthew.s.scarano@vander-
bilt.edu.

Celebrating 
Israel at Vandy

column

matt scarano
opinion editor

What travellers can learn 
from Trayvon Martin



www.InsideVandy.com   ★   The Vanderbilt Hustler   ★   monday, march 26, 2012   ★   5

Join us as we say

for supporting the Senior Class Fund
Thank You

Chancellor Nicholas S. Zeppos and Lydia A. Howarth

cordially invite seniors participating in the 

2012 Senior Class Fund 

to be their guests at the

Senior Class Fund Thank You Reception

Tuesday, April 10, 2012

6:00–7:30 p.m.

Wyatt Center Rotunda

Please make your gift and R.S.V.P. by April 2  

at vanderbilt.edu/seniorclassfund

Questions: (615) 322-2174   •   Attire: Snappy casual

Need advice? Have a problem? Go ahead and ask Char-
lie about it! Charlie Schwartz is here to give his advice 
and insight to all who seek it. 

Please submit your anonymous question to the form 
at InsideVandy.com/Opinion. 

DEAR 
CHARLIE

DEAR 
CHARLIE

DEAR 
CHARLIE

Dear Charlie, 

I’m a freshman like you. We might 
have even met one time. For most 
of this year, I’ve had trouble making 
friends and haven’t really liked school 
here. So, I applied as a transfer to 
NYU and was recently accepted. I 
know I’d love it there, but recently 
I’ve started to make more friends at 
Vandy and am second-guessing my 
decision. I feel like I belong there, 
but since I’m already here maybe I 
should stay. What do you think? 

Thanks for your thoughts,

vandy malcontent

Dear Vandy Malcontent,

Usually, I like to start off my col-
umns with a little personal story that 
vaguely relates to the topic at hand. I 
will then walk through the problem, 
and cap it off by demonstrating how 
it connects to my story. I can’t really 
do that though, because you have al-
ready done it for me: I went through 
what seems like the same struggle as 
you. Mr./Ms. Malcontent, thank you 
for your introduction to my column.

Since we’ve shared such similar ex-
periences, I’m guessing that you, like 
me, assumed that friendships would 
just naturally fall into place once you 
got here. This seems to be the intro-
vert’s way of handling integration into 
a new community, in contrast to my 
extreme socialite roommate’s way of 
developing friendships by introducing 
himself to every new face he sees.

But after about three to four weeks 
of optimistic “waiting” for close 
friendships, my mood slowly started 
to decline. Around me, I would see 
groups of best friends eating din-
ner together, and then see pictures 
of best friends going out together on 
Facebook, and in both instances ask 
myself when those experiences were 
going to happen to me. It was then 
when I started to realize I was fall-
ing behind the “friendship develop-
ment” curve.

This made bearing the fundamen-
tal hardships of college even harder. 
Ordinary bad news like finding out a 
girl wasn’t into me or being cut from 
a fraternity became spirit-breakers, 
simply because I had no one to lean 
on except for my crumbling self. 

I left first semester with commit-
ments to many extracurriculars and 
exceptional grades, but on account of 
the loneliness, I looked back on my 
first semester of college with absolute 
misery. I concluded that it’s the abil-
ity to form close relationships that 
really makes or breaks one’s first se-
mester in college.

It was in my applied human de-
velopment class when I learned 
that I wasn’t the only one battling 
loneliness. Professor Brian Griffith 
brought up the strange fact that al-
though we are in what is likely the 
most densely populated area by peo-
ple similar to us that we ever will 
be for the rest of our lives, so many 
people still feel so lonely. A Turn-
ing Point clicker question confirmed 
that, although we are constantly sur-
rounded by more people our age than 
we ever will be, the majority of the 
class reported having at least some 
loneliness at school.

Second semester, I started to ap-
proach things a bit differently. I 
began doing all of my homework in 
my floor’s common room, and forcing 
myself to make my best effort to eat 

with a group of people. Sure enough 
— as I’m certain you have found, too 
— friendships form. And as I’m sure 
you can relate to, just having a real-
life social network makes everyday 
life that much easier. This semester 
has been monumentally better for 
me than first semester, despite a bit 
more difficulty in classes and more 
time-consuming extracurriculars; 
the only difference has been the in-
crease in the number of people I feel 
comfortable being around and spend-
ing time with.

I strongly believe that there is no 
one perfect college for everyone. I 
think that you can find one school 
that you learn to love and that 
makes you feel like there’s no other 
school for you. But I also believe that 
there are many places that can lead 
a student feel that way. It’s true that 
if you leave Vanderbilt and end up at 
New York University, then you could 
end up potentially loving the place 
and finding that it’s “perfect” for you. 
But I am equally certain that if you 
stick with Vandy and continue to 
push yourself outside of your comfort 
zone, you will find that you’ll find 
your place here just like you would 
anywhere else.

I guess it really comes down to the 
hassle of changing schools. What 
kept me from considering a transfer 
was that through my academic pro-

grams, extracurricular involvement 
and “Vanderbilt”-heavy wardrobe, 
I had provided ways in which I was 
too invested in life here to just move 
somewhere else without guarantee-
ing that forming relationships in a 
new place would be any less difficult. 
Besides, the fact that you have be-
gun to notice a change in the people 
you feel close to is a sign that you’re 
on the upswing. You just have to ask 
yourself about your own ties to life 
here: whether it’s through academ-
ics, extracurriculars or social life, 
how invested are you in Vanderbilt 
life?

My one final piece of advice for you 
would be to give it till the end of the 
year. When you say goodbye to the 
people who became part of your day-
to-day life, and close the door to your 
room for the last time, does it feel 
like you’re leaving home? 

I’ll give you a quick spoiler: Count-
ing Crows weren’t just singing non-
sense when, in “Big Yellow Taxi,” 
they said “you don’t know what you 
got ‘til it’s gone.” As soon as you close 
that door, you’ll feel the tug of your 
freshman experiences, from the high-
est of highs and the lowest of lows, 
trying to pull you back. You’ll be re-
minded of all the late nights of home-
work, the weekend shenanigans, 
romantic flings and budding friend-
ships, and then you’ll realize that all 
of what you’ve gone through was just 
the process of creating a new home. 
I can assure you that after spending 
more than three months away from 
it, you’ll still feel the tug of your life 
here at Vandy, pulling you back home.

Best of Luck,
Charlie

—Charlie Schwartz is a freshman 
in Peabody College. He can be reached 
at charles.g.schwartz@vanderbilt.edu.

I can assure you that 
after spending more 
than three months 
away from it, you’ll 
still feel the tug of 
your life here at Vandy, 
pulling you back home.



Life @VandyLife

6   ★   monday, march 26, 2012   ★   The Vanderbilt Hustler   ★   www.InsideVandy.com

It may only be March, but the 
weather seems to have decided that 
summer is here, and musicians are 
beginning to follow suit. Such is the 
case with La Sera’s “Sees the Light,” 
the sophomore release from former 
Vivian Girl Katy Goodman. Sweet, 
wispy vocals and breezy guitar work 
permeate the album’s 10 tracks, cre-
ating a listening experience that is, 
for the most part, summery bliss.

Goodman begins opening track 
“Love that’s Gone” with the line “I 
love my life without you,” introduc-
ing a theme of post break-up happi-
ness that reappears throughout the 
album, and the song’s pleasant gui-
tar solos coupled with Goodman’s 
soothing voice create that same idea 
of freedom sonically. “Please Be My 
Third Eye,” the most upbeat track 
here, follows with jangly, almost lo-
fi instrumentals and layered vocals 
that will have you reaching for the 
replay button. The thumping beat of 
the third track, “I Can’t Keep You In 
My Mind,” features a distinct melody 
from the first two songs and a de-
lightful chorus, making this first por-
tion of the album an extremely solid 
and diverse listen.

As “Sees the Light” continues, 
the remaining tracks rely on the 
same vocal tricks and instrumen-
tal style, but the well-sequenced 
shifts in tempo keep it fresh almost 
all of the way through. Its success 
only begins to wane during the last 
three tracks, which all fall into the 
midtempo range and make for a 
slightly tedious stretch. Neverthe-
less, they also see Goodman trying 
out some new styles, with “How 
Far We’ve Come Now” recalling the 
Dum Dum Girls’ distorted guitar 
work and with “Don’t Stay” sound-

ing strikingly similar to Asobi Sek-
su’s high-pitched vocals.

While it’s certainly not perfect, “Sees 
the Light” is a definite step forward for 
La Sera, whose distinctly airy vocals 
run the risk of making her songs indis-
tinguishable from one another. Good-
man’s simple lyrics and laid-back melo-
dies may not be revolutionary, but this 
collection of songs is relaxing, charm-
ing and at times irresistibly catchy. 
“Sees the Light” hits stores tomorrow, 
and is shaping up to be one of the first 
great summer albums of 2012. ★

	

Vanderbilt Ventures has 
been offering students the 
opportunity to start their 
own on-campus business-
es for the past two years, 
yet seniors Juliette Cilia 
and Nissa Ostroff were 
the first to create a proj-
ect to win the competi-
tion: Re{cycle}.

After Ostroff studied 
abroad in London and 
Cilia studied abroad in 
Paris, both discussed 
the impact of the bicycle 
transportation programs 
in these two major cities. 
Cilia said, “The idea was 
just that bike rentals are 
kind of this new trend 
and they seem to be real-
ly working in these urban 
and semi-urban settings.” 

After the idea was set in 
place, the two decided to 
approach Vanderbilt Ven-
tures, beginning work on 
their executive summary 
for the first round of the 
competition. Because both 
students felt that finan-
cials were a weak point, 
they utilized Accounting 
Professor Alice Good-
year as a guide for writ-
ing their summary. Cilia 
said, “she helped us get 
our financials together. 
We really owe her a lot.”

Once the first round 
was completed, Cilia and 
Ostroff realized their big-
gest problem: As seniors 
they would be unable to 
work on the program next 
year. They began scout-
ing for younger students 
in Professor Goodyear’s 
Accounting classes. “We 

were really surprised that 
anybody would even be 
interested in doing some 
shoddy operation with 
us.” Eventually the two 
found Brett Ungashick 
and John Ratliff, who will 
carry on the operation 
when Cilia and Ostroff 
graduate. 

The new team of four be-
gan solidifying their busi-
ness plan for the second 
round, which amounted to 
over 30 pages. Cilia said 
that the five- and 10-year 
projections of the business 
were “a big part of why 
we won, because we could 
show that there was some-
thing to be made in a long 
term period.” Cilia said 
that their presentation to 
the board was “a fun pre-
sentation, less numbers 
oriented and more cool.”

Most recently, the new 
business has received 
$9000 from Vanderbilt 
Green Fund to sponsor 
their daily rental program. 
The bikes will now have 
promotions on them for 
Vanderbilt Green Fund.

The business is also 
working to find replace-
ments for Ostroff and 
Cilia in the fall. Current 
Junior-Director, Brett 
Ungashick, said that they 
are looking for “some-
thing to keep this dynam-
ic that we have right now, 
a four-person team to get 
some balanced ideas.” 

Currently, the group is 
working on daily logistics 
and hiring people to work 
on staff. To find out more 
about Re{cycle}, visit their 
page on Facebook. ★

La Sera impresses on 
sunny new album

Neal Cotter
staff reporter

review How to start 
your own 
business
kelly halom
staff reporter

Grade: A-

Key Tracks

If you want a sampling 
of La Sera’s tunes, 
start with these 
songs from her album 
“Sees the Light.”

“Love That’s Gone”

“Please Be My Third 
Eye”

“I Can’t Keep You In 
My Mind”

 photo provided

Last Saturday night, the Leimert Park, 
California native Dom Kennedy invaded 
the Nashville music scene for the first 
time with his “This is Dom Kennedy” 
tour.

If you have never heard of this man, 
you may ask the question, “Who is Dom 
Kennedy?”  As he says in his song “1997,” 
Dom is a rapper that a lot of people have 
slept on, but through his persistence, 
self-reliance and dedication to making 
good music, his name is becoming one to 
pay attention to in the music business.  

During an interview with PaulMeara.
com, Dom Kennedy explained his music 
to be “based upon the things that I had, 
that I loved and that I liked growing up.”  
Dom possess all of the crowd control, ar-
rogance, steeze and lyrical ability neces-
sary to be a dope musician, so it is no sur-
prise he promotes himself with the tag 
“Dope It’s Dom.”

The night began with a slue of opening 
acts featuring talent from Nashville na-
tives to West Coast rappers.  First to the 
stage were Nashville’s own, OpenMic and 
Dee Goodz. Dee Goodz was in the studio 
of WRVU on the Friday morning before 
the show. The next performers to grace 
the mic were rapper Rich Hill and pro-
ducer-singer Polyester the Saint. Both 
of these men held their own in spite of 
a crowd that was beyond anxious to see 
Dom Kennedy.

Dom stepped on stage at the Mercy 
Lounge — a bottle of something smooth 
in hand — and the crowd went wild as he 

opened his set with the “west-side Cren-
shaw bump bit” known as “Choose Up.”  
Dom took his time to let the people know 
who he is and what his music sounds like 
as he performed songs from all of his ear-
lier projects and his latest work, “From 
the Westside with Love: II.”

Hands stayed high the entire night as 
his DJ, Drewbyrd, spun tracks such as 
crowd favorites “O.P.M. (Other Peoples’ 
Money),” When I Come Around,” and “In 
Memory Of” wherein he laments the ex-
tent of how dope he can be by showing off 
his narrative style of lyricism. He even 
let his smooth side show with his odes to 
all the female Dom lovers such as “The 
Ways,” “Bet You Want Me (Now),” and the 
track that launched his career, “Water-
melon Sundae.”  He ended his set with 
another crowd favorite “When You See 
Love” to show his appreciation for Nash-
ville and the large turnout.

Dom Kennedy has such a devoted fol-
lowing that no matter when an audi-

ence member arrived prior to his perfor-
mance, they made sure they had a spot 
close to the stage when his time came.  
By the end of the night, even first-time 
listeners were nodding along and enjoy-
ing the show down front as much as long-
time fans.  

To steal a song title from his 2009 proj-
ect, “FutureStreet/DrugSounds”: it was 
beautiful!  The crowd was definitely en-
joying the vibe Dom Kennedy was put-
ting out on Saturday and if you missed it, 
it would be in your best interest to check 
out the other tour dates and find some 
of his music online.  The “This is Dom 
Kennedy Tour” wraps up on April 21 in 
Tempe, Ariz.  ★

Jeriel Johnson
contributing writer

photo provided

Dom Kennedy performed on March 24 
at the Cannery Ballroom. For more 
information on his music, visit do-
peitsdon.com.

Top albums of the week

Check out which albums have 
been hitting the airwaves most 
often this week on WRVU.org.

	 1. Delta Spirit 
“Delta Spirit”

	 2. Black Market Research 
“Insult to Injury”

	 3. Feist 
“Metals”

	 4. The Black Keys 
“El Camino”

	 5. Justin Townes Earle 
“Nothing’s Gonna Change the 
Way You Feel About Me Now”

	 6. Sleigh Bells 
“Reign of Terror”

	 7. Islands 
“A Sleep and a Forgetting”

	 8. Real Estate 
“Days”

	 9. Emeli Sande 
“Selections from Our Versions 
of Events”

10. Foxy Shazam 
“The Church of Rock and Roll”

11. Blitzen Trapper 
“American Goldwing”

12. Shearwater 
“Animal Joy”

13. Tom Waits 
“Bad As Me”

14. The Civil Wars 
“Barton Hollow”

15. Dr. Dog 
“Be the Void”

‘Dope it’s Dom’ hits Nashville
Rapper Dom Kennedy
 performed at Cannery Ballroom 
on Saturday, entertaining 
audiences with his narrative style 
of lyricism



www.InsideVandy.com   ★   The Vanderbilt Hustler   ★   monday, march 26, 2012   ★   7

Don’t miss out on key advice on
MONEY, MOVING, and

INSIDER TIPS TO YOUR NEW CITY,
directly from Young Alumni to you!

A GIFT to you by your VU Alumni Association.
Questions? Contact lauren.schmitzer@vanderbilt.edu

SENIORS
You’re almost alumni!

Stop by the Grad Fair
THIS TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY
on Sarratt Promenade from 10-2

to pick up your FREE guide to life after Vandy!
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At Wake Forest
Saturday, Nov. 24

A win here cements a (theo-
retical) 11-1 record for the 
Commodores. While we’re go-

ing along with this deliriously optimistic outlook 
of the season why don’t we go ahead and say we’ll 
win that too and make an appearance in the Sugar 

Bowl. We did it guys, way to go.

PREDICTION: Vanderbilt 24, Wake Forest 7

At Ole Miss
Saturday, Nov. 10

Unfortunately for Vanderbilt 
fans, Houston Nutt and his 2-4 
career record against the Com-
modores are out at Ole Miss. New 

coach Hugh Freeze worked wonders at Arkansas 
State, but the Rebels’ problems are too big to be 

overcome in one year.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 27, Ole Miss 14

COMMODORE BUZZ:
After dropping Friday’s match to Alabama, 5-2, the women’s tennis team bounced back, topping Auburn, 5-2, on 
Sunday afternoon. Vanderbilt’s Marie Casares, Ashleigh Antal, Lauren Mira, Alex Leatu and Nelly Radeva won their 
singles matches to close out the win for the Commodores. Vanderbilt hosts Tennessee next Friday at 4 p.m. CT. ★ 

With spring practice beginning, the past few weeks 
have yielded unprecedented excitement for the future 
of the Vanderbilt football program. Head coach James 
Franklin’s victories on the field and the recruiting trail 
have the team looking to make its second straight bowl 
for the first time since — well, ever. 

Lost amid the bowl hype and the end of recruiting sea-
son, the Southeastern Conference released the schedules 
for each of its 14 members. The new schedule sent shock-
waves throughout the Southeast (and also Texas and Mis-
souri) as old rivalries were moved from traditional dates 
and some teams were dealt much easier conference sched-
ules than anticipated.

In the words of noted bodybuilder Ronnie Coleman, 
the Commodores’ schedule is best descried as “LIGHT-
WEIGHT BABY!” The Commodores are one of two teams 
in the East (the other being Georgia) that won’t play any of 
the three top West teams in Arkansas, LSU and defend-
ing National Champion Alabama. Outside of the matchup 
against Georgia, all of Vanderbilt’s toughest games are 
at home, and the schedule gives the Commodores a legiti-
mate shot at winning the SEC East. So without further 
ado, it’s time for the second annual installment of “The 
Wildly Optimistic Schedule Breakdown.”

Tennessee
Saturday, Nov. 17

This is the true test for James 
Franklin. Sure, he can recruit. 
Sure, he can lead us to a bowl 
game. Sure, he can make us na-

tionally relevant. But none of that matters unless 
he can beat that school out East. With a matchup 

in Nashville, this is the year he does it.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 56, Tennessee 0

At Kentucky
Saturday, Nov. 3

We just beat the Wildcats at 
the sport they’re actually good 
at, so there’s no reason to be-
lieve the Commodores won’t 

conquer and prevail in the sport that the Cats are 
embarrassingly bad at.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 28, Kentucky 10

Massachusetts
Saturday, Oct. 27

Not even going to waste the 
space here. Commodores win 
in blowout fashion over the 
Minutemen.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 42, UMass 3

Auburn
Saturday, Oct. 20

I told myself before writing 
this preview that I thought the 
Commodores would win one of 
two games in this stretch against 

Florida and Auburn but now that we’re here, buoyed 
by a 5-1 record and a likely national ranking we’re just 
gonna say screw it. Auburn lost running back Michael 
Dyer and offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn, who was al-
most our head coach instead of James Franklin. Without 
Malzahn’s high-powered offensive schemes, we’re about to 
find out just how good of a coach Gene Chizik really is. If 
you ask Auburn fans, they’ll tell you — not that good.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 24, Auburn 13

Florida
Saturday, Oct. 13

The Commodores haven’t 
beaten Florida since pre-
sumptive Vanderbilt start-

ing quarterback Jordan Rodgers was a month 
and a half old. Given that that game happened 

in 1988, it’s likely that no Florida football “fans” even 
knew the team existed then, as it came before Steve 
Spurrier arrived in Gainesville. As the Gators haven’t 
been able to figure out who their quarterback or any 
other reliable offensive playmakers will be, this game 
might end up being the opposite of the offensive shoot-
out the previous game was.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 17, Florida 7

At Missouri
Saturday, Oct. 6

It’s James Franklin vs. James 
Franklin! SEC newcomers Mis-
souri welcome the Commodores 
to Columbia for the first time 

since 1958. The Tigers are something of an enigma, 
as they bring a decidedly Big 12 system of offense to the 
land of real football. Think of them as a worse Arkan-
sas with a better journalism school. Wide receiver Dorial 
Green-Beckham, ESPN’s No. 3 recruit in the country, will 
test a Commodore secondary that loses Casey Hayward 
and Sean Richardson to the NFL. Expect to see sparks 
fly in an offensive shootout, but the real SEC team should 
prevail in this one.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 42, Missouri 31

At Georgia
Saturday, Sept. 22

Especially if the Commodores beat South Carolina, this could be the most important 
game of the season. Georgia has the easiest schedule of any SEC team, while Vanderbilt 
isn’t far behind. As strange as it sounds, this game could decide the SEC East. At the very 
least, whoever wins this game should immediately become the favorite to go to Atlanta. 

Georgia returns almost every player of note next season, save All-SEC tight end Orson Charles and cornerback/
kick returner Brandon Boykin. Aaron Murray will have another year of experience at quarterback and Georgia will be 
a preseason top-10 team. That being said, it will be almost the same UGA team that was a punter’s tackle away from 
losing to Vanderbilt this year. Vanderbilt also has a history of winning the pseudo-rivalry in Athens. If nothing else, 
expect to see sparks fly between James Franklin and Georgia defensive coordinator Todd Grantham again.

Prediction: Georgia 24, Vanderbilt 21

Presbyterian
Saturday, Sept. 15

I may have spoken too soon 
when I said South Carolina 
had the easiest nickname to 
make fun of in college football. 

The Blue Hose (seriously), who are named after 
“fierce Scottish warriors” are probably best known to 
Vanderbilt fans as “That school that Brad Tinsley had 
a triple-double against.” The Blue Hose, who don’t ac-
tually wear blue socks in football, went 4-7 this year 
while competing in the FCS, formerly known as the 
division formerly known as 1-AA. There’s really not 
much more to say here.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 54, Blue Hose 7

At Northwestern
Saturday, Sept. 8

Like Vanderbilt, Northwestern 
was better than its 6-7 record would 
indicate this season. However, the 
Wildcats must replace quarterback 
Dan Persa, who became the NCAA’s 

all-time leader in completion percentage this year. Head 
coach Pat Fitzgerald will do his best to motivate his team 
in what will surely be a huge nonconference game for both 
teams, but, as someone who only watches ESPN for his 
football analysis would say, “We’ve got that SEC SPEED 
BABY!” Vanderbilt is just too talented to lose this game. 
That felt really weird to say.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 35, Northwestern 17

South Carolina 
Thursday, Aug. 30

While some would rather not 
have what could potentially be 
the toughest game of the season 
first, I welcome opening the sea-
son with the Gamecocks. It might 

mean that Marcus Lattimore won’t be hurt yet (kidding) 
but the opportunity to open the college football season 
at home on a Thursday night should make this the most 
hyped regular season game in recent Vanderbilt history. 
The opportunity for a school day tailgate is not only go-
ing to affect how I set up my class schedule for the fall 
semester, but will ensure that a raucous student section 
welcomes the team with the easiest nickname to mock 
in college football, because what else are Vanderbilt stu-
dents going to do on a Thursday night, go downtown? In 
all seriousness, the Thursday night atmosphere should 
ensure a (mostly) full student section to fire the team up 
in the season opener.

On the football side of things, South Carolina must 
replace defensive coordinator Ellis Johnson, as well as 
wide receiver Alshon Jeffery, defensive end Melvin In-
gram and cornerback Stephon Gilmore. Quarterback 
Connor Shaw was an improvement over the inconsistent 
Stephen Garcia, but this team will live or die with Mar-
cus Lattimore. If the Gamecocks can’t establish a run-
ning game early against the Commodores, they will be 
in huge trouble. Expect the Vanderbilt PA guy to slip 
up at least once and play Sandstorm, leading to a late 
Gamecock rally that falls just short. One thing is for 
sure: the visor is definitely coming off.

Prediction: Vanderbilt 24, South Carolina 21

W
e
e
k

 1

Week 5: Bye Week

W
e
e
k

 2

W
e
e
k

 3

2012 football Schedule:

Aug. 30: South Carolina

Sept. 8: at Northwestern

Sept. 15: Presbyterian

Sept. 22: at Georgia

Oct. 6: at Missouri

Oct. 13: Florida

Oct. 20: Auburn

Oct. 27: Massachusetts

Nov. 3: at Kentucky

Nov. 10: at Ole Miss

Nov. 17: Tennessee

Nov. 24: at Wake Forest
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Sugar on the slate: A wildly optimistic breakdown of the 
2012 Vanderbilt football schedule

Jackson Martin
asst. sports editor

zac hardy/ file photo

column
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BELMONT UNIVERSITY’S SUMMER ACCOUNTING INSTITUTE (SAI) 
offers non-accounting undergraduates a 10-week fast-track preparation for entry 
into the Masters of Accountancy (MACC) degree program at The Jack C. Massey 
Graduate School of Business. 

TENNESSEE’S LARGEST MACC PROGRAM INCLUDES:
• Flexible, weeknight and weekend classes

•  A short-term international study abroad program (locations include: Amsterdam, 
Barcelona, Brussels, Buenos Aires, Paris, Seoul, Tel Aviv and Warsaw)

• Optimal Becker Review Program for CPA prep

• Degree Customization

WANTED!  
Talented college seniors, regardless of major, who are seeking  

to take their careers to the next level as a professional accountant.

AACSB International Accreditation 

Visit www.BELMONT.edu/MACC  
or call 615.460.6480 to learn more.

Young players put talent on display:
After redshirting and changing posi-

tions, freshmen and former quarterbacks 
Josh Grady and Kris Kentera displayed 
playmaking abilities. Grady showed explo-
siveness, speed and the ability to make 
a difficult catch in his new role as a wide 
receiver. Grady made an extraordinary 
diving catch with several defenders in his 
vicinity to produce a first down. During 
the scrimmage, Kentera produced two 
big plays by making catches which com-
bined for 72 yards. On the other side of 
the ball, sophomore tackle Barron Dixon 
and redshirt freshman linebacker Kellen 
Williams both showed a tenacity that is 
needed on a defense that will return only 
seven of last year’s 11 starters.

Quarterback competition tightens:
While Jordan Rodgers earned the start-

ing quarterback job midway through the 
season last year, it appears that he will 
face steep competition to retain his role. 
Due to NCAA transfer rules, former Wyo-
ming quarterback Austyn Carta-Samuels, 
who transferred to Vanderbilt prior to the 
commencement of the fall 2011 semes-
ter, was forced to redshirt last season. 
Carta-Samuels appears poised to push 
Rodgers for the starting quarterback 
role. Although he only has five total prac-
tices under his belt, he has showcased 
precision on his passing, good pocket 
awareness and tremendous athleticism. 
Rodgers has also enjoyed a strong start 
to his spring as he looks to redeem him-
self after a poor showing in the Liberty 
Bowl. However, with nearly five months 
until the home opener against South 
Carolina, head coach James Franklin has 
ample time to evaluate the quarterbacks.

Consistency in the kicking game:
Following a season where only 57 per-

cent of the attempted field goals were 
made, it’s no surprise that coach Frank-
lin is looking for more consistency from 
his kickers. With the encouragement of 
Franklin, senior kicker Ryan Fowler was 
successful on his five field goal attempts. 
If Fowler can translate his spring suc-
cess to the 2012 season, the Commo-
dores will be in good shape, especially in 
late game situations. 

“Super Saturday” for rising high school 
seniors:

Although national signing day is nearly 
ten months away, it is never too early to 
start looking ahead to the 2013 recruit-
ing class. On Saturday, Franklin hosted a 
slew of talented rising high school senior 
prospects from across the country. After 
assembling the greatest recruiting class 
in Vanderbilt football history, Franklin is 
looking to make history again. ★

The Hustler caught up with ju-
nior shortstop Anthony Gomez on 
Sunday following Vanderbilt’s 5-3 
victory over Georgia. Down 2-1 in 
the eighth inning, the Commodores 
rallied to score four runs, includ-
ing two on a game-winning triple 
off the bat of freshman third base-
man Vince Conde, and beat the 
Bulldogs in come-from-behind fash-
ion. Boasting the highest batting 
average on the team, Gomez has 
emerged as a leader of the young 
squad. He spoke about the team’s 
keys to success and what he loves 
most about Vanderbilt baseball.

Today’s win was huge. We’ve 
been trying and trying, and we’ve 
come up short so many times. It felt 
good to see Vince come up with the 
big hit. He’s been in that situation 
three times this weekend, and he 
was getting good swings in, so it 
was good to finally see him do it.

We need to win one game at a 
time. Tennessee Tech is next, and 
if we keep playing it one game and 
one inning at a time, we’ll be where 

we want to be at the end of the year.

We’ve got to play clean base-
ball and there needs to be trust. 
Pitchers need to trust hitters, and 
hitters need to trust pitchers. 

I keep my head high. I feel like 
when I slack off, the rest of the guys 
might also slack off, so I have to do 
the best I can to stay even-keel and 
not have too many peaks and val-
leys.

I’ve seen the transformation 
of a lot of guys. Guys from last 
year who maybe didn’t have the 
chance to get as many swings last 
year are starting to come around 
and get their swings this year. The 
freshmen are stepping up. Guys 
from last year did their time and 
played there three years, so now it’s 
time for some new guys to become 
the face of the team.

I’ve enjoyed every aspect of 
being a baseball player here 
at Vanderbilt. Schoolwork can be 
tough, but I’ve learned to balance 
it with baseball. I just take things 
as they come and have a good time 
every day. ★

Spring football notebook

Justin bobo
sports reporter

Anthony Tripodoro
sports reporter

Anthony gomez
In His shoes

junior short stop #13

beck friedman/ the vanderbilt hustler

michael frascella/ the vanderbilt hustler
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20% OFF
Retail Merchandise
(redeem coupon at purchase / excludes CDs and Books)

FREE APPETIZER
with the purchase of an Entree

(redeem coupon upon order / limit 1 coupon per table)

Restaurant Opens Daily at 11am*
Retail opens daily at 10am
322 Broadway, Nashville, TN 37219
(615) 208-9080 . MargaritavilleNashville.com

Margaritaville, Nashville

*Opens 
9am Sunday Home Game Days

GREAT FOOD . FROZEN CONCOCTIONS
COOL SHOPPING . LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Did the OACS Iowa 
Caucus trip violate 
university policy?

 According to Mark Dalhouse, 
director of the Office of Active 
Citizenship and Service, the re-
cent OACS road trip to the Iowa 
Republican Caucus was partially 
funded by the Dean of Students 
Office. While in Iowa, students 
participated in campaign events 
for various presidential candi-
dates, including Mitt Romney and 
Newt Gingrich. 

Dalhouse said that two of the 
students in the group prepared and 
presented a speech in support of 
Gingrich. According to the Vander-
bilt student handbook, “The Inter-
nal Revenue Code imposes limita-
tions on tax-exempt organizations 
relating to attempts to influence 
legislation and an absolute prohibi-
tion on participating or intervening 
in political campaigns on behalf of 
candidates for public office.” The 
handbook further states that, “The 
prohibition on supporting or oppos-
ing political candidates means that 
student organizations must not 
use the benefits they receive from 
Vanderbilt, such as funds, space, or 
use of facilities, on behalf of a po-
litical candidate.”

Dalhouse said, “That whole pol-
icy is under review by the Dean of 
Students Office right now and I ex-
pect that it will probably be clari-
fied soon.”

At the time of publication, Dean 
of Students Mark Bandas was 
out of the office and could not be 
reached for a comment. ★

While many students were cheering on 
the Commodores at the Liberty Bowl on New 
Year’s Eve, a small group of Vanderbilt stu-
dents and staff traveled to Des Moines, Iowa 
to participate in a different kind of competi-
tive event. 

The group, which included 18 students 
and three faculty and staff, spent five days 
observing and participating in the Iowa Re-
publican Caucus. They divided themselves 
into three groups — Team Romney, Team 
Gingrich and Team America — and attend-
ed rallies, speeches and press conferences, 
among other events. 

Mark Dalhouse, director of the Office of 
Active Citizenship and Service, led the Iowa 
Caucus road trip, which was part of the 
OACS Rolling Seminar series.

“It was just a great trip,” Dalhouse said. 
“It was an incredible opportunity to see all 
the things we talk about in class and to see 
American democracy in action.”

According to Dalhouse, there were three 
main reasons for the trip. 

“OACS is committed to the idea of co-cur-
ricular learning,” Dalhouse said, “and this 
trip is a perfect example. Also, research has 
demonstrated that the sooner a student is 
involved in politics, the more likely it is that 
it will become a life-long habit. Finally, the 
Iowa Caucus is the first in the nation, and it’s 
one of the most important political events in 
the country.”

During the trip, students had the oppor-
tunity to meet with many of the presidential 
candidates and many representatives from 
national media outlets. Some of the people 
they met included Mitt Romney, Newt Gin-
grich and Tom Brokaw. 

Junior Emma Trawick, a member of Team 
America, said that she was initially hesitant 

about the trip but ended up having a great 
experience.

“I’m not a Republican,” Trawick said, “but 
I decided to go on the trip to engage in active 
citizenship at a very grassroots level, which 
is what I experienced in Iowa.”

According to Trawick, her favorite part of 
the trip meeting all the different people and 
actually participating in democracy rather 
than just being an objective observer.

“I gained more faith in how informed 
American people were,” Trawick said. “I re-
alized that political discussion is a little bit 
taboo at Vanderbilt, and this trip gave me a 
lot less of a biased perspective.”

Sophomore Laura Silliman wrote in an 
email to The Hustler, “My favorite part of the 
trip, by far, was standing front row at Mitt 
Romney’s caucus night rally, waiting for the 
winner of the Iowa caucuses to be reported.” 

“The results of the 2012 Iowa caucuses 
demonstrate that every voice matters in the 
election process,” Silliman added. 

Students who wished to participate sub-
mitted applications last semester, and the 18 
participants were chosen from that pool of 
applicants.

“One of the things that impressed me was 
that this was really a mixed group,” Dalhouse 
said. “I expected that most of the students 
would be Republicans, but this was truly a bi-
partisan group, which was really cool to see.”

Freshman Tyler Bishop said, “I’ve always 
had a passion for politics. Even though I’m a 
Democrat, I thought going to the Republican 
primaries would open my eyes. “ 

“It taught me how important getting in-
volved in politics is. I would encourage all 
students to go out and vote and educate 
themselves,” Bishop added.

“We hope this is going to be a Vanderbilt 
tradition,” Dalhouse said. “I would love to see 
more such events.” ★

fOr a calEndar Of 
EvEnts fOr spring 
sEE pagEs 5 and 6

Welcome to Spring

Oacs sponsors 
student trip to iowa 
republican caucus

christOphEr gannOn/ mct campus

Mitt romney greets supporters following the iowa caucus voting on tuesday, 
jan. 3, 2012, in des Moines, iowa. the voting was the closest in history with 
the lead changing hands between romney and challenger rick santorum. 

katiE krOg
staff reporter

Panhellenic sorority recruitment is in 
full swing at Vanderbilt University, involv-
ing more than 60 percent of first-year fe-
male students. 

Rounds started last Saturday and con-
tinue until this Saturday. Bid Day will fol-
low on Sunday and sororities will then offer 
member admittance to their organizations.

Panhellenic Vice President of Recruit-
ment Allie Kovar spoke about the year’s 
proceedings. “We did not have anyone com-
pletely released in between Display and 
Philanthropy Rounds, which is awesome. 
Our goal is to get as many people into so-
rorities as possible,” Kovar said.

First-year girls currently involved in the 
recruitment process had varied opinions 
about it. They preferred to remain anony-
mous.

One first-year student going through 
recruitment said, “I don’t really think it’s 
stressful, a lot of people have been emotion-
al though.”

Another first-year student going through 
recruitment talked about her experience 
talking to upper class women on campus. 
“So far it’s been pretty fun, and it’s a good 
way to meet a lot of girls. It’s nice to talk 
to the upperclassman girls because for first 
semester we weren’t really allowed to,” she 
said.

Panhellenic 
recruitment 
season comes 
to Vanderbilt
lucas lOffrEdO
staff reporter

MEdical schOOl

tabula rasa 
calling fOr 
subMissiOns

by liz furlOw

“Tabula Rasa,” Vanderbilt School of 
Medicine’s journal for medical humani-
ties, is calling for submissions for the 
2012 edition of the journal that focus 
on the theme “When Nobody is Look-
ing…”

“Tabula Rasa,” an art and literary re-
view, seeks to explore doctor-patient 
interactions, the human condition and 
the development of the medical prac-
tice through the artistic creations of 
individuals in response to their situa-
tions.

The journal, which publishes short 
stories, poetry, essays, interviews, 
artwork and photographs will accept 
submissions from Vanderbilt medi-
cal students, residents, faculty mem-
bers, alumni, patients and members of 
the Nashville community until Feb. 1. 
Submissions should be sent to vutabu-
larasa@gmail.com and must include a 
name, title, address and phone num-
ber. 

After the journal is published, “Tabu-
la Rasa” will host a silent auction with 
visual pieces submitted to the maga-
zine. All proceeds will go to charity.

Visit http://medschool.vanderbilt.edu/
tabularasa to learn more about the 
journal. ★
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Just steps away from Vanderbuilt University is luxury that you can call home. 20 & Grand offers:

• Spacious one & two bedroom floorplans • Reserved covered parking
• Full-size washer/dryers • State-of-the-art 24-hour fitness facility
• Huge closets • Controlled access entrances & visitor entry system
• Dual phone lines & cable-ready outlets • Onsite management & 24-hour maintenance

W H E R E  H O M E

C O M E  T O G E T H E Rc a m p u s  l i f e

W E S T  E N D  L U X U R Y  A P A R T M E N T S

615.327.1377
2000 Grand Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee
info@twenty-grand.com

and
N O W  A C C E P T I N G  R E S E R V AT I O N S

Are you a member of the
undergraduate Class of 2014 or 2015

who is planning to pursue a career in an area such as

Government, LAW, Public Policy, PUBLIC HEALTH
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, economics

social services, ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

TRUMAN AND UDALL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS 
INFORMATION SESSION

Wednesday, March 28
4:30 p.m., Sarratt 325

Contact the Offi ce of Honor Scholarships at ohs@vanderbilt.edu
to register or schedule an individual appointment.

MORE INFORMATION: OHS.VANDERBILT.EDU

Classes are scheduled for May 14 – August 4, 2012.
To apply visit www.admission.gatech.edu/transient.
Applications are due April 1, 2012.

Georgia Tech: This Summer! 

The Summer 2012 Schedule of Classes can  
be viewed at https://oscar.gatech.edu.

Visit www.admissions.gatech.edu/summerclasses 
for more information or review courses online  
at www.catalog.gatech.edu. 

Earn credit toward your degree requirements 
through Georgia Tech summer classes. 

N12C2088-Summer-Vanderbilt-ad.indd   1 3/22/12   3:50 PM

Work for
the hustler
Click:
editor@insidevandy.com

Call:
615.322.2424

Come by:
Sarratt 130

Across
1 Filled tortilla
5 “__ to the Chief”
9 Lincoln’s legendary 

log home
14 “Pronto!” initials
15 Killer whale
16 Barely ahead in 

the game
17 Elegant business 

garb
20 Spirited meeting?
21 Cell phone mes-

sage
22 Building site
23 Seemingly forever
25 Office seeker, 

briefly
27 Elegant business 

dinner
34 Tolkien tree 

creature
35 Concerning a heart 

chamber
36 New York NFL 

team, familiarly
38 “__ is human ...”
40 Down with the 

mouth
41 “__, girl!”: words 

of encouragement
42 __-American
43 Quick on the 

uptake
45 Down in the 

mouth
46 Elegant business 

accommodations
49 Diplomat’s HQ
50 Captain of the 

Nautilus

51 Imitate
54 Pub order
57 Increase, as 

production
61 Elegant business 

reward
64 Smudge
65 Catchall abbr.
66 Heidi’s mountains
67 Mother-of-pearl
68 Not just one
69 Quiz, e.g.

Down
1 Body art, for short
2 Tennis great Arthur
3 Dear, in Bologna
4 Warm-up act
5 “Heaven forbid”
6 Magnate Onassis
7 Rapper whose 

name sounds 
like a refreshing 
beverage

8 Tie, as shoes
9 Usual procedure

10 “The Simpsons” 
storekeeper

11 Heat, as water
12 Captivated by
13 Egg holder
18 Chevy Volt or Nis-

san Leaf
19 Kick out
24 Most certain
26 Danish toy block 

maker
27 Greek cheese
28 Wall switch words
29 Wombs
30 Cowboy’s rope

31 Galileo was the 
first to observe its 
rings

32 Cause to chuckle
33 Okay, in law
37 Okays with a head 

bob
39 Wander
41 Naval petty officer
43 Comparable in size
44 Wealthy group
47 __ State Building
48 Alley prowler
51 Part of NBA: Abbr.

52 Soft cotton
53 One in business 

who is no stranger 
to the elegant 
things in this 
puzzle

55 Feeling no pain
56 The Musketeers, 

e.g.
58 Global extremity
59 Strike callers
60 Annoying one
62 At a distance
63 Superlative suffix

crossword

3/26/12
3/22/12 Solutions

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
SATURDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2
3 4
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