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The Military Orders of Enights of St. John,
Knights Templar, and the Teutonic
Enights.

The bloody wars which were waged for two
hundred years, known by the name of the
Crusades, gave rise to several military orders,
namely, the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem,
the Knights Templar, and the Teutonic
Knights of St. Mary of Jerusalem. The two
first were particularly distinzuished in the wars
of the Crusades for their indomitable courage
and the important services they rendered to
the cause of Christendom. Neither of these
orders being now in existence as seperate and
independent militury orders, they are attached
to Freemasonry, and are now only conferred

knights girded on their armor, and with sword,
and lance, and battle-axe, they encountered
the enemies of their faith, and fought their

way to glory and renown. In peace they min-

5

istered to the wants of the sick and wounded;
protected the widow and the orphan, and were

¢

as masonic orders. “In war the ancient’'®

charitable brethren were constantly employed
in relieving and refreshing with necessary
supplies the indigent and diseased pilgrims,
who were daily arriving at Jerusalem. When
this eity became the metropolisof a new king-
sidom. the revenues of the hospital were so
i highly augmented by the liberality of several
i princes, and the pious donations of such opu-
{lent persons as frequented the holy places,
/that they far surpassed the wants of those
i whom they were designed to cherish and re-
{lieve. Hence it was that Raymond du Puy,
i who was the ruler of this charitable house,
3

{ offered to the king of Jerusalem to make war

?

i upon the Mohammedans at his own expense,
! seconded by his brethren, who served under
“him in this famous hospital. Baldwin IL. to
{ whom this proposal was made, readily accepted

and the enterprise was solemnly approved
‘and confirmed by the authority of the Roman
pontiff. Thus was the world surprised with
‘the strange transformation of a devout fra-
fternity, who had lived remote from the noise
jand tumult of arms, in the performance of

! works of charity and mercy, into a valiant and

distinguished for their deeds of charity and ! hardy l“f"d of B Tlfc whole order was
pure beneficence.”™ In their peaceful charae- | upen this occasion divided into three classes:

ter as a branch of Masonry, the Knights of St. ¢ the first contained the knights, or eoldiers of
Jobn and the Knights Templar, have laid | illustrious birth, who were to unsheath their

aside the sword of war, and now in mmmon;swords in the Christian canse; in the second
with their brethren of the other degrees in-§ We'e comprehended the priests, who were to
culcate the maxims of peace, and no precept | officiate in the churches that belonged to the
is uttered within the encampment which is not | °rder; and in the third were the serving breth-
instrict accordance with the teaching of Christ | M or the soldiers of low condition. This

and his Apostles. For the following account
ofthe institution of the above mentioned orders
of knighthood, we are indebted to Moshiem, an
accurate and faithful historian.¢

“The first order was that of the Knights of
St. John of Jerusalem, who derived their
name, and particularly that of Hospitalers,
from an hospital in that city, dedicated to St.
John the Baptist, in which certain pious and

*Address before Nashville Encampment.
tMosh. Eec. Hist. Vol. I. page 302. Baliimore Edition.

1

celebrated order gave, upon many occasions,
eminent proofs of resolution and valour, and
acquired immense opulence by heroic exploits.
When Palestine was irrecoverably lost, the
knights passed into the isle of Cyprus; they
afierwards made themselves masters of the
isle of Rhodes, where they maintained them-
selves for a long time; but being finally driven
thence by the Turks, they received from the

{ emperor Charles V. a grant of the island of
Malta.
¢ “Another order which was entirely of a mil-
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itary nature, was thatofthe Knights Templars, i ternity of German knights to bring it to per-
so called from a palace adjoining to the tem- | fection. The resolution was highly approved
ple of Jerusalem, which was appropriated to by pope Celestine III. who confirmed the new
their use for a certain time by Baldwin II.—{ order by a bull issued on the twenty-third of
The foundations of this order were laid at Je- | February, A. D.1192. This order was en-
rusalem, in the year 1118, by Hugues des itirely appropriated to the Germans; and even
Payenes, Geoffrey of St. Aldemar, or of St.{of them none were admitted as members of it,
Amour, as some will have it, and seven other | but such as were of illustrious birth. The
persons, whose names are unknown; butit was | support of Christianity, the defence of the
not before the year 1228 that it acquired a|Holy Land, and the relief of the poor and
proper degree of stability, by being solemnly | needy, were the important duties and services
confirmed in the council of Troyes, and sub-; to which the Teutonic knights devoted them-
jected to a rule of discipline drawn by 8t. Ber- | selves by a solemn vow. Austerity and fru-
nard. These warlike defenders were to defend | gality were the first characteristics of this
and support the cause of Christianity by force | rising order, and the equestrian garment,

of arms, to have inspection over the public
roads, and to protect the pilgrims, who came
to visit Jerusalem, t{gainst. the insults and bar-
barity of the Moslems. The order flourished
for some time, and acquired, by the valour of
its knights, immense riches, and an eminent
degree of military renown; but as their pros-
perity increased, their vices were multiplied,
and their arrogance, luxury and inhuman cru-
elty, rose at last to such a monstrous height,
that their privileges were revoked, and their
order suppressed with the most terrible cir-
cumstances of infamy and severity, by a de-
cree of the pope and of the council of Vi-
enne in Dauphine, as we shall see in the his-
tory of the fourteenth century.

“The third order resembled the first in this
respect, that, though it was a military institu-
tion, the care of the poor and the relief of the
sick were not excluded from the services it
prescribed. Its members were distinguished
by the title of Teutonic Knights of S8t. Mary
of Jerusalem; and as to its rise, we cannot,
with any degree of certainty, trace it farther
back than the year 1190, during the seige of

bread and water, were the only rewards which
the knights derived from their generous la-
bours. But as, according to the fate of human
things, prosperity generates corruption, so it
{happened that this austerity was of a short
%duralion, and diminished in proportion as the
i revenues and possessions of the order were
augmented. The Teutonic knights, after their
! retreat fr8m Palestine, made themselves mas-
ters of Prusia, Livonia, Courland, and Seni-
: gallia; but, in process of time, their victorious
arms received several checks; and when the
light of the reformation arose upon Germany,
theyweredeprivedof therichest provinces which
they possessed in that country; though they
still retain there a certain portion of their an-
| cient territories.”
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Supreme or General Grand Lodge.

In our last number we published the resolu-
tions of the Grand Lodge of the District of
Columbia, proposing a meeting of delegates
from the Grand Lodges of the United States
in May next at the City of Washington for the
formation of a Supreme Grand Lodge. In

IS S T S S

Acre, or Ptolemais, though there are historians { Moore’s Freemason’s Magazine, is more direct
adventurous enough to seek its origin (which { and distinct proposition of the Grand Lodge
they place at Jerusalem)in a more remote pe- of Rhode Island, being a constitution for a
riod. During the long and tedious seige of{ General Grand Lodge of the United States to

Acre, several pious and charitable merchants
of Bremen and Lubeck, moved with compas-
sion at the sight of the miseries which the be-
seigers suffered in the midst of their success,

be submitted to the consideration of the seve-
ral State Grand Lodges for their action pre-
viously to the assembly of delegates for the
formation of a constitution.

devoted themselves entirely to the service of { This course we think preferable to that pro-
the sick and wounded soldiers, and erected { posed by the Grand Lodge of Columbia, par-
a kind of hospital,or tent, where they gave!ticularly as the Constitution proposed by the
constant attendance to all such unhappy ob-{ Grand Lodge of Rhode Island seems to be
jectsas had recourse to their charity. The pi- f carefully prepared, and while it carefully
ous undertaking was so agreeable to the Ger- 3 guards the rights and privileges of the state
man princes,who were present at this terrible { Grand Lodges, meets the wants of the order
seige, that they thought proper to form n fra-|in the present condition of the Fraternity, and

e R iy T e —ﬁ
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will put an end to the controversies which |
have already arisen and may again arise.

We publish the proposed constitution at
length that wherever this Magazine extends,
the brethren may be prepared to act definitive-
ly on a subject of so many involving important
considerations.
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pointed by the G G Master ,but t.hey sha!l not
by virtue of such appointment, be entitled to
vote.

Sec. 5. All the officers of the G.G. Lodge
shall be elected, and if present, installed, at
its triennial communications. The Officers
absent at the time of their election, shall be

As the old course of appointing delegates |installed as the G. G. Lodge may direct.—

has, heretofore, in several instances failed, we
hope for success in this. 1In the language of

When thus qualificd they shall continue in of-
fice until their successors are duly elected and

Brother Moore, “one advantage in this course | installed.

is, that the Grand Lodges have the constitu-
tion before them, and know precisely what will
be the character of the body they are to assist

ARTICLE 2.
Proxizes.
Sec. 1. The first four P. G. G. Officers, or

in makinﬂ' Another iS, that it will cost but either of them, may be represented by proxy;

little time and less money to try the question
in this way.” The Grand Lodge’ of Tennes-
see has, heretofore, been in favor of a Gen-
eral Grand Lodge, organised upon such prin-
ciples as, while it protects the rights of the

but they shall nct be privilezed to vote as the
{ proxy of another P. G. G. Officer; nor shall
; either of the first G. G, Officers herein named,
be allowed to act and vote, as the proxy of any
present or P. G. G. Officer, or Grand or Sub-

state Grand Lodges, will secure the unity and | ordinate Lodge, under this jurisdiction.

harmony of the order throughout our wnde!yg Sec. 2. Any Subordinate Lodge, constituted
extended domains. We trust the subordinate { by the authority of this Constitution, in case
lodges of this state will take the subject into | of theinability of the W. Master to be present
calm and deliberate consideration, so that!.t any communication of this G. G. Lodge,
their representatives may attend the mnext may be represented by a proxy; who shall bea

Grand Lodge fully prepared to act decisively.
CONSTITUTION.
ARTICLE 1.
TirnE—OFFICERS AND MEMEERS.
See. 1. The style and title shall be, « Tiw

member of said Lodge.

See. 3. No Brother shall be received as
proxy, who is not 2 memher of some Grand or
Subordinate Lodge recognizing the authority
of this Constitution.

Sec. 4, No proxy shall be entitled to more

General Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Ac-| { than one vote; nor shall any G. G. Officer, or
cepted York Masons, for the United Stales Of | representative, be allowed the privilege of

America.”
Sec. 2. It shall consist of a General Grnnd
Master, D. G. G. Master, G. G. 8. Warden,

G.G.J. Warden, G. G. Secretary,G G. Trea--

surer, G. G. Chaplain, G. G. 8. Deacon, G.G.:

J. Deacon and G. G. Tyler; the Grand Maater,§

D. G. Master, and G. Wardens, of all State |

Grand Lodges, that shall recognise the au-‘-
thority of this Constitution; and the W. Mas-,
ters of Subordinate Lodges emanating from |
this G. G. Body: All of whom, except the G.; :

G. Tyler, shall respectively be entitled to one

, i more than one vote, as proxy.

See. 5. Bither of the first four Officers of
any State Grand Lodge, acknowledging the
: authority of this Constitution, may be repre-
i sented by proxy.

Sec. 6. No proxies, other than those herein
| enumerated, shall be received by this General
Grand Lodge.

ARTICLE 3.

MEETINGS.
Sec. 1. This G. G, Lodge shall meet trien-

vote. In cases of equal division, the G. G.nially, and as much oftener as a majority of

Master shall likewise have the casting vote.
Sec. 3. All P. G. G. Masters, P. D.G. G.

Masters, and P. G. G. Wardens, shsll be mem-

bers of this G. G. Lodge, with the privilege of

one vote each.
Sec. 4. The G. G. Officers, Tyler excepted

shall be elected by ballot. The Tyler and all |

other officers of convenience, unless other-
wise ordered by vote of the body, shall be ap-

the members preseat at any meeting thereof,
shall determine.

Sec. 2. Special meetings may be called by
the first four G. G. Officers; or, in case of the
demise of either of them, by the four Senior
surviving G. G. Officers; whenever they, or a
majority of them, may deem such meetings to
be necessary: And they shall be called by the
G. G. Master; or, in case of his death, or ab-
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sence from the country, by the officer next ingacknowledging its authority. Smd system

rank; on the petition of the first four officers’

shall conform, in all respects, to the best as-

of any three State Grand Lodges, being par-! certainable landmarks and practices of the

ties to this Constitution.

Sec. 3. The regular meetings of this G. G.!
Lodge shall be held at such time and place as’
shall be determined at the preceding triennial
communication thereof; and special meetings,

call them.

Lodges shall form a quorum for business.
ARTICLE 4.
Jurisprorion axnp PowgRrs.
See. 1. This G. G. Lodge shall have ]uns-
diction over the States and Territories within |
which no Grand Lodge exists, to the entire

exclusion of such State Grand Lodges as may ;
become parties to this Constitution. But it |
shall not in any manner, interfere with the’
right of jurisdiction over said States and Ter-

ritories, that any State Grand Lodge, nota.
party to this Constitution, may, by Masonic |
usage at present, or hereafter, lawfully pos-
sess and enjoy.

Sec. 2. This G. G. Lodge shall have origi-
nal jurisdiction over the Subordinate Lodges |
ol its own ereating; and shall possess and ex-
ercise over them, all the usual powers dele-
gated, in like cases, to State Grand Lodges, by

the ancient Constitutions and Regulations of|

Masonry.
Sec. 3, This G. G. Lodge shall have juris-!

distion over all differences that may arise be- !

Ancient Craft; and when so determined and
' promulgated, it shall not be changed or al-
tered, except by the unanimous vote of all the
members present, at a regular biennial com-

" munication,
as may be directed by the officers authorized to}

Sec. 7. The G. G. Lodge shall neither pos-

| ess nor exercise any jurisdiction or powers,
See. 4. The representatives of three Grand

not herein expressly delegated to it. It shall
be subject to the general Constitutions, Regu-
lations and Usages, of Ancient York Masonry;
and it shall not cumulate within its own body,
nor permit or countenance the cumulation of
any foreign Rites, within the body of any of its
! Bubordinate Lodges.
ARTICLE 5.
StarTes Axp TERRITORIES.

Seze. 1. It shall be competent for the G. G.
Master, or the D. G. G. Master, to issue Dis-
pensations for the formation of new Lodges,
within any State, or Territory, wherein no
Grand Lodge exists; which Dispensations
shall be made returnable at the next ensuing
communication of this G. G. Lodge; when
they shall be revoked or continued; or, other-
wise, Charters shall be issued to the Brethren
holding them.

See. 2. Whenever there shall be in any
State or Territory, three regularly chartered
Lndn‘es, it shall be competent for this G. G.
Lm!rre, or the G. G. Master, or the D. G, G.
Master, to form them into a Grand Lodge—

tween any two State Grand Lodges, recagni-gsuid Lodges jointly petitioning therefor; and

zing its anthority; and it shall take cognizance |
of any and all such differences, on the written |
complaint of either of the parties at variance.
Its decisions shall be final and binding.

See. 4. Tt shall take cognizance of ail cases
of difference, mutvally referred to it by any
two State Grand Lodges, not parties to this
Constitution: Provided, said Grand Lodges
shall have previously agreed to abide by its de-
cision; and not otherwise.

See. 5. It shall not entertain complaints or
appeals from any individual Brother, or Sub-
ordinate Lodge, against the proceedings of any
State Grand Lodge whatever.

Sec. 6. Itshall have plenary jurisdiction over
the three Craft Degrees of Ancient York Ma-
sonry; with authority, under the Censtitution,
Laws and Usages of the Order, to determine
and promulgate a consistent, pure and truthful
system of work, lectures and ceremonial, for

the use of the Grand and Subordinate Lodges

on the formation of such Grand Lodge, the
autlwmy of this G. G. Lodge shall cease
| within said State or Territory, except as pro-
vided in the third section of this article.

Sec. 3. Whenever a Grand Lodge shall have

‘been formed within any State or Territory, by

the authority of any State Grand Lodge, this
G. G. Lodge shall cease to exercise jurisdie-
tion within the same, except as to its own ex-
isting Subordinate Lodges; and these, il they
have been duly chartered and constituted,
shall be free todetermine, each for itself, un-
der which authority it shall hereafter act.

See. 4. The Subordinate Lodges under this
jurisdiction shall make annual returns of their
members and initiates, to the G, G. Becretary,
and pay such dues as may be determined by
this G. G. Lodge.

ARTICLE 6.
State Graxp LopeEs.
See. 1. Each State Grand Lodge, by its re-
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presentntlvea or pro:ues, shnll be enmlpd to : ! which all his renders w:ll he far from ngreenng

four votes. This work consists of twelve lectures, in
Sec. 2. Tt shall be the duty of the G. Secre- i which it is the desire of the author to “infuse
taries of the State Grand Lodges, parties tofa taste for the pure Philosophy of masonry,
this Constitution, to make Annual Returns of { that 1t may superinduce the habitual practice
the officers of their respective Grand Bodies, } of those blooming virtues which its authorised
to the G. G. Secretary. {Lectures so strongly recommend.” The tech-
Sec. 3. The jurisdiction of the several { nical, or authorised lectures, that is the lect
Grand Lodges acknowledging the authority cl‘z tures usually given in lodges, are highly impor-
this Constitution, shall be restricted to the tant to be known by every mason; but they
limits of the State, or Territory, within which gmny be regarded as an outline of principles
they are respectively held. swhich are only to be brought to perfection,
Sec. 4. Any Grand Lodge, being a party to and rendered available in practical life by sub-
this Constitution, may withdraw from the | sequent study and reflection. It is the object
same: Provided, it shall vote to do so, at uny,of‘ the author of the above mentioned lectures
Annual Communication of its own Body; and | to define and illustrate the great divisions of
shall have furnished the G. G. Secretary with ; the science and trace their existence in every
an attested copy of said vote. Having thus!country in the ancient world.
withdrawn it shall be at liberty, without letor; «l have endeavored” says he, “to show that
hindranee from this G. G. Body, to resumeéLight, as our ancient Brethren denominated
and exercise all its original powers and privi- ;| Freemasonry, was a system of primitive devo-

leges. i tion, descending from heaven to enlighten and
ARTICLE 7. }punfy humanity; and that the idolatrous mys-
By-LAWS AND AMENDMENTS. ; teries, which were the Spurious Freemasonry

8ec. 1. It shall be competent for this G. G. | of heathen nations, were derived [romit. The
Lodge to make and adopt such By-Laws or : third and fourth Lectures explain minutely the
Regulations, not inconsistent with this Con-éobject tendency and result of all these three
stitution, as may, from time to time, be found dms:ons, and shew how they originated, and
useful or necessary in the performance of its | § { where they respectively flourished in all their
duties. But it shall in no case assume, or ex- | glory, so as to constituie a distinet and influ-
ercise, any general powers, not herein specially { ential feature in the civil government of all
delegated. nations. Having traced the sciences known

Sec. 2. This Constitution may be altered or : before the flood, and in particular those of
amended at any regular triennial communica-} Geometry, and Architecture, which were prac-
tion of thisG. G. Body: Provided, the proposed ; tised under the idea, if not under the name, of
alteration or amendment shall have been pre-; { Operative Masonry, by the professors of the
viously submitted to, and received the affirma- | Spurious branch of our science;—having
tive vote of, three-fourths of all the Grand> pointed out how the imitative system degen-
Lodges acknowledging its authority; and not | ‘erated from the pure principles of primitive

otherwise. g Lux, till they substituted the solar and sidereal
ARTICLE 8. worship for the simple rites enjoined by a com-
'EMPORARY. mon Creator, and the symbol itsell was uni-

See. 1, Whenever and so soon as sixteen of versally adored;—having produced some an-
the Grand Lodges in the United States, slmll cient land-marks of the true system which
have adopted this Constitution, a Convention | were preserved in the Spurious Freemasonry,
of not more than four Delegates from each/and shewn how they had become perverted
Grand Lodge, so adopting it,shall be called by ; from their original design by allegory and mys-
the Senior Grand Lodge of their number, to | tification;—having described this polluted in-
assemble in the City of Baltimore, for the pur- | stitution to shew that its influence was used for
pose of organizing the body contemplated by it. | political purposes, to furnish the legislator and
magistrate with unlimited power over the pub-

Theocratic Philozophy of Freemasonry. ;lic mind, not only from the imposing splendor

The “Theocratic Philosophy of Freemason-; of its ceremonies; but from the severity of its
ry” by Dr. Oliver, embodies a large amount of } penalties, and the equivocal nature of its doc-
valuable information, mingled, however, with | trines;—I have proceeded to take a review of
much of conjecture and mere speculation, in ! the symbolical system, which was of such es-
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sentml service to t.he Spunous Freemasonry, cent union of Speculatwe and Operatwc Mu.-
as to constitute the chief essence "of all its ; sonry, which produced results that excited the
mysterious rites and doctrines. The most re- { admiration of mankind.
markable emblems were found in the Egyp-/ The events which occurred during the pro-
tian, the Pythagorean, and the Druidical mys- ggress of this structure, are of such importance
teries; and these have been copiously illus- | to our science—embracing a wide range of ri-
trated, in order to convey a general idea of the ¢ tual observances, and conducing to the en-
use and application of hieroglyphics in the | forcement of masonic discipline by precept
Gentile world. and example—that have thought it necessary
“The seventh Lecture, therefore, embraces ;to devote an especial Lecture to their consi-
a comprehensive view of the origin and use of { deration. The mass of valuable matter which
symbols, with the intention of pointing out{lay before me—the curious documents—the
their application alike to the true and the Spu- { interesting traditions—the significant rites,
rious Freemasonry. Of this kind were theand the historical associations of that period,
patriarchal,the Jewish and the Christian types; : sv important to the Free and Accepted Mason
many of which have been incorporated into | —were of such vast moment, as to demand an
our system of Freemasonry, and coustitute a ; extended illustration; although the suppres-
most delightful relief from studies that require | sion of many facts, which could not consis-
a greater portion of serious thought. In a/tently be submitted to the public eye, wascon-
word, the symbolical illustrations of Masonry, sidered indispensable. I’ have, however, en-
recommend it strongly to our notice; not mere- | { deavored to concentrate the principal masonic
ly by the pleasure which results from their ac- tmdntmns which have reached our times, re-
quisition, but from the genuine morality, and } specting the events and traditions of that re-
unsullied benevolence which accompany their ; markable epoch; and have recorded in the
elucidation. ninth Lecture, some circumstances which are
«An attentive consideration of the progress ; known enly to few; and which the well-in-
of Speculative and Operative Masonry, among | structed Mason alone will be able to trace
the two grand divisions of menwho preserved | through the veil which I have thought it neces-
and who rejected the true faith and worship of { sary to throw over them.
God, as delineated in the preceding Lectures,; “I hope it will be acknowledged that these
will shewthat the distance between them, at!two important Lectures contain a fund of in-
one period of the unhappy history of man’s;formation on the subject; and I take credit to
apostacy, was wide as the poles asunder. And | myself for having communicated it with such
the truesystem of Light will displays greater | circumspection and care, as not to have vio-
charms from its contrast with the hideous de- g lated, even in the most remote degree, those
formity of its spurious rival. For while, as ! injunctions of secrecy which are imposed in
Sir Walter Raleigh justly observes, the apos- { ourown solemn obligations.
tate race were employed in earthly pursuits, “The three concluding Leetures are intended
pleasure and ambition, and in cultivating the  to digplay the beauties of Freemasonry as it is
arts of music, architecture, agriculture, and}now practised; and I flatter myself that the

" the working of metals; the celestial offspring | industrious Brother will find there a treasure

practised the more exalted sciences of divinity, | which will be worthy of his consideration.—
prophecy, and astronomy; the children of oneé The forms and ceremonies of the order are
beheld the heavens; the children of the other, ; exemplified and defended; nor have their moral
the earth. and symbolical reference been overlooked.
The eighth Lecture records the interesting{ From the general tenor of these Lectures,
fact, that Speculative and Operative Masonry, | we may fairly conclude that Freemasonry is a
thus marked by broad and distinctive charac- { subject worthy the attention of the christian
teristics, made gradual approaches towards {and the man of science. It includes a pure
eachother, as the time drew nigh forthe erec- { system of ethics, and developes the philoso-
tion of that gorgeons T'emple in honor of the ! phy of mind, at the same time that it recom-
true God, which was destined to eclipse, in{mends and encourages social recreation, to
riches and glory, all the buildings which the { unbend the energies, and recruit exhausted
pride and vanity of man should induce him toinature after hard and severe application to
consecrate to deities of his own invention.— | science. It has ever been my opinion that
At that period was consummated the benefi- { the philosophy of Masonry is not sufficiently
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attended to in the generality of our Lodges.— period may reasonably be supposed to have
And this is not, I am persuaded, owing to re- | had an intimate connection in their operative
missness or want of talent, but on account of | character in their construction, they become
the absence of some adequate and absorbing ‘ objects of curiosity and interest. We, there-
stimulus. It would, in my opinion, have con- ‘ fore, place before our readers some account of
stituted a most rational and engaging employ- | those ancient monuments, taken from Dr.
ment, if, added to the routine Lectures, compe- | Hawks’ new work entitled “The Monuments
tent brethren, giving due notice, with the ap- | of Egypt; a Witness for the Bible,” of which
probation of the Chair, were to undertake to | we gave a brief notice in our last number.
illustrate and explain in a familiar manner] Besides being objects of interesting con-
certain points in our history, doctrines, or dis-  templation as memorials of the past, they de-
cipline, on which the authorized Lectures are  rive additional interest from the fact, that they
gilent. Tt is for want of some such arrange- | have a strong and distinct tendency to con-
ment that so many brethren remain ignorant | firm the truth of scripture history. And
of the true design of the Order; and of many | whatever has a tendency to that end, goes thus
events, connected with its early history; with- | far to strengthen his faith in the principles the
out a competent knowledge of which, a false | order inculcates, because those principles are
estimate is made, and the institution pro- chiefly drawn from tbe Bible, and are, in fact,
nounced to be useless in the promotion of any | inseperable from it. Itis true that, scripture
worthy or valuable end. ; history absolutely requires no such collateral
“How often do we hear Masons, many years ; testimony, but when such testimony can, with-
after their initiation, desire information on  out a forced construction, be brought to bear,
subjects, which, under the system I recom- | it may be fairly and honestly used to confound
mend, even a tyro would be capable of fur- ! the infidel and uphold the Christian faith.
nishing. Brethren high in rank and office, ;

are often unacquainted with the elementary ; )
principles of the Science; and instead of§ A remarkable circumstance connected with

g 4 : those anci i i i
teaching others, acknowledge with regret that % e i .ls,then' e i
through so long a succession of ages; and the

they have themselves much to learn. If a’ tonit G Ked B il
spirit of emulation were once fairly excited in 52‘}1;: lohn ss.:ﬁ:’me s .E eh, HES ity
a Lodge of Masons, the most gratifying results | I i e emonum?nts
B iicas. | A desive,ta sxcel would] of this ancient nation should have survived

not remain without its fruits. And the brethren | :::e ltc;::c[:ih lo . .t(;n:e df'c:r = ma{:;y centuglesl, dnndt
would soon be impressed with the idea that it | r:;f ttet:lpl - ;,nﬂ:on:e elgiree, b
is by the love and cultivation of the philosophy ;p i o100 s i
of I'reemasonry alone that they can arrive at | . . ;
any true nobleness of character, or real dis- 50 ¢vidently different from the architectural
tinetion in the science. This process would | memorml_s of the past, to be found in the tro-
{ pical regions of our own Central America and
{ Yucatan? To this question the Doctor an-

{ swers as follows:

)
1
}
{

TrE DurABILITY OF THE MONUMENTS.

“A noble wreck in ruinous perfection,”

tend to reform the mind and improve the man-
ners; to change indolence into activity; to
teach the ignorant wisdom; to reclaim the dis-
solute, and to influence the unruly to perform | “The burning sands of the almost boundless
all the duties of social obedience; and if Ma- } deserts have abstracted, from the atmosphere
sonry were thus made subservient to the prac- , of Egypt, the great physical agent inthe de-
tice of religion, it would convey peace and F composition of matter,—moisture. Hence but
comfort in this world, united with the most | little corrosion of the monuments, but little

5 i 2 ; A
cheering hopes of happiness in the world to | obliteration of the past, is found. When in-

come.” jury has been sustained from natural causes, it
- has been produced by other physical agencies
Egyptian Monuments. Ithun those of moisture: the sand has some-

Although a description of the existing mon- | times done its work of destruction. Thus,
uments of Egyptian art does not, strictly | among the ruins of Alexandria, an obelisk is
speaking, tend to elucidate the principles Oftstill standing, which, on its north and east
Freemasonry which contain the essence of the i faces, retains much of the freshness and sharp-
institution, yct, as remains of ancient urchi-inesa of its original chiselling; while on the
tecture, in which the Masons of that distant | other two sides, the sands of the desert, which
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have been beating against them for seven;has crumbled into ruins, repeated conquests
hundred years, have partially effaced the in-|have placed over her many foreign masters,
scriptions. In any other country than Egypt, | civil wars have thinned her population, few of
the whole would, probably, long since have |her ancient stock are left. In the circum-
been destroyed. A few years ago, the French { stances that must have attended national ca-
transported an obelisk from Luxor, and raised { lamities like these, it had not been strange,
it in Paris; and though the material is granite, } had almost every architectural or pictorial ves-
and though for many years it has stood unin- | tige of the past been lost to the world forever.
jured in its original position; yet it has already { Is it superstious to suppose thst there may
been found necessary to cover it with a liquid } have been a Providence in their preservation?
preparation of caoutchoue, to protect it from | Is it a presumptuous interpretation of the pur-
the corrosive effects of the atmosphere in Pa- | pose of God in his providence, to observe that
ris. ) an inquiring, searching spirit, demanding the
«There are temples in Egypt which }mveiprnorof every thing, predominates in the minds
been roofless for 2,000 years; their walls are | of men at the present day; and from thence to
covered with paintings. The colors are still | infer the importance of this opening of a new
distinetly perceptible, and in many instances | and hitherto unexplored field of inquiry, and
retain all their original freshness. It isnot the value of a powerfnl array of unanswerable
stange, then, that the sculptured stone should {evidence in favor of the Scriptures, which
remain, often with the polish undimmed that | doubtless will be obtained from it? May it not
it received from the hands of the workmen,  be that the real and troe “philosophy of this
many hundred years ago. Such is at this mo.iage will be the instrument in God’s hands
ment the case with fragments of temples, Wherewith he will oppose its infidelity?”
the demolition”of which falls within the his- { CHARACTER oF THESE ANCIENT MONUMENTS.
toric period as it is known they were destroyed E “The remains of former grandeur in this
by Cambyses, 500 years before the Christian j most interesting country, consists chiefly of
era. The same freshness, the same strange | edifices connected with religious ceremonies,
union of seeming youth with acknowledged ;and of places for civil assemblies. A few
age, is also to be seen in some of the cavern { words of explanation on these may prove use-
temples and tombs, excavated in the sides of{ful. There was scarce a city of any note in
the mountains. At Aboo-simbul, in Nubia, the ‘ Egypt which had not its temple, or as it has
white of the walls is unstained by any touch of | been well termed by some, palace-temple, serv-

time’s finger; the outlines of the figures never
could have been sharper, the colors of the
paintings never more vivid, than they are
now. Indeed, it is said, that when one
comes to that part where the tracings and out-
lines show that this great work was never fin-
ished, he is almost cheated into the illusion
that it is still in progress, and that the work-
men have but temporarily suspended their la-
bors; so fresh is the appearanceof the portion
that is completed. But for the peculiarities
of climate, we should probably at this day have
few or no memorials of Egypt, to which we

ing at once for the residence of the monarch
and for the place consecrated to the rites of
religion, or appropriated to important civil as-
semblies. On these ruins are found sculptured
reliefs, which are generally colored, and have
some reference to the false god of Egyptian
mythology, in whose honor they were erected.
This pagan divinity is commonly represented
as receiving the homage of the king by whom
the edifice was founded. This representation
was usually delineated on the propyla, or two
truncated pyramids, which stood, one on either
side of the grand entrance, and served in the

could turn, for the study of her history and pro- | translations of its reliefs and hieroglyphics, as
gress in the arts of civilized and social life.— | a sort of title-page to what was within. An ex-
For the last 1600 years these venerable and } ample is afforded in the view of Luxor. In
interesting ruins have been utterly neglected | the interior, by means both of sculpture and
by the inhabitants; no Egyptian hand has {of large paintings on the walls, the battles,
been extended to prevent the wantonness o{fseiges, marches, triumphs, &c., of the king
destruction, or to stay the ravages of dilapida- { were delineated. 'The spoils obtained by the
tion. The marvel is, that any thing remains  victor often furnished, as it is supposed, a part
to be destroyed. Egypt has passed through gnt least of the means employed in the erec-
strange vicissitudes since the erection of the | tion of the edifice. The halls in the interior
pyramids of Ghizeh. An ancient monarchy | are sometimes very larze, as at Thebes, for in-
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stance, where there are some six hundred t‘eetﬁ
in length, und half the distance in breadth, ¢
supported by massive columns twelve feet in
diameter, and sixty-six feet high, placed at
regular intervals throughout the area of the
apartment. The walls, pillars, &c., are cov-
ered with colossal sculptures of deities, kings, |
priests, religious processions, &c., while on
the walls similar scenes are delineated in live-
ly paintings.

“In the representations of triumph, the cos-
tume, the peculiarities of color and feature,
among the captives of different nations, are
carefully preserved and often render essential
aid in decyphering the sculptured history of
the event commemorated. Of this we shall
have occasion tospeak more particularly here-
after. In almost all the representations of
conquests, the king is represented as marching
in triumph to the temple, and dragging long
lines of captives, fastened by the neck, and
with limbs distorted by being bound in the
most painful positions. These reliefs are al-
ways accompanied by hieroglyphic inscriptions
explanatory of the scene, and are indispensa-
ble in attaining to a correct understanding of
the representation. The neglect of them has
led to some strange errors. The sculptured
representations of kings invariably have their
names written over them, and commonly in-
scribed within an oval or carfouche. The
names of the foreigners with whom they were
at war, of towns they were beseiging, as well
as of the captives they are leading, are usually
written in the hieroglyphics: sometimes the
date of the erection of the edifice, and of the
king by whom it was built, may be read.—
These dates are expressed by such a month in
such a year of the monarch’s reign.”

Tur Tomes oF Esyrr.

“The tombs of Egypt furnish also not only
abundant evidence of her former grandeur,but
also very valuable subjects of study to the anti-
quarian. In Upper Egypt, rocky mountains
form the western boundary of the valley of
the Nile. In these, immense caverns were
cut, with incredible labor, as receptacles for
the dead. In Lower Egypt, where no moun-
tains exist, deep pits were dug, and lined with
brick; or where rock existed, they were dug
into the rock, as places of interment. No—é
thing presents itself in the study of the man-
ners and customs of ancient Egypt, as devel-
oped in her existing remains, more striking
than the respect shown to the dead. Diodorus
has rgmarked that the Egyptians spent more |

upon their tombs than they d:d upon thelr
houses.  Some of the cemeteries are filled

(with the remains of the common people.—

These are not always in coffins, but, enveloped
in the folds of the linen with which they were
swathed, they are piled in the mummy pits with
great regularity. They were all embalmed,
and the number is immense. Again, there
are the family vaults of the wealthy, the priest-
hood, the military, &c. These are sometimes
very extensive, consisting of various rooms
connected by galleries, with the walls of the

; apartment covered with paintings. The scenes

delineated most commonly have reference to
the operations of ordinary life. The deceased
is represented with his family around him;
sometimes they are at a banquet, sometimes lis-
tening to music, or amusing themselves with
the dance. Again, he is seen in the country,
hunting, fowling, or fishing; next, he is super-
intending agricultural labors. In short, al-
most every species of mechanical trade is de-
picted in the tombs: all are scenes of activity,
and it has been well said, that “every thing in
them savors of life, but the corpse.” The
predominant wish seems to have been, to ban-
ish from them all that could suggest the idea of
death; and the only explanation that offers it-
self of this singular custom is, that the pro-
prietor of the tomb employed himself, while
living, in the preparation for his posterity of
what may be called a pictorial autobiography.
But the aristocratic dead of these costly rest-
ing-places, unlike the poor, whose swathed
mummies are packed in tiers, sleep in their
respective sarcophagi of granite, basalt, or
alabaster, sculptured over with figures and in-
seriptions, which it is charitable to suppose
are at least as truthful as the majority of mod-
ern epitaphs. These stone coffins, it was
doubtless supposed by their occupants, would
protect their bodies, after death, from an un-
hallowed disinterment; but the very care ta-
ken to secure their remains from violation has
often led to desecration against which they
would guard. The linen bandage around the
common mummy of the pits offered nothing to
the decipherer, while the inscriptions on the
sarcophagus afforded to the zealous antiqua-
rian an opportunity not to be neglected, of ad-
ding characters to his hieroglyphic alphabet,
or words to his Egyptian vocabulary. Many
of the cabinets of Europe can show fragments
of sarcophagi; few take the trouble to preserve

; many specimens of the common mummy of
{ the pit. Sometimes these wealthy dead were
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coffined in a wooden case, or double case; of
sycamore, covered with gilding or painting.—
These, as they offered the same temptation as
the inseribed sarcophagus, have often shared
the same fate. But the tombs contain beside
the dead, other articles, the removal of which
involves nu charge of desecration. With the
dead it was usual to deposit, in the tombs, ar~
ticles of luxury on whichthey had set a value
while living; andin the case of the humble
artisan, the tools or utensils which he used in
life, were laid with him when he rested from
"his toil. Hence various objects of interest
have been found in the tombs. Elegant vases
of granite, alabaster, metal, and earth are
abundant in the varions museums of Eurepe.
The tools of the mason and carpenter, articles
of household furniture, models of boats and
houses, the pallets used by the sacred scribes,
with their cakes of ink and reed pens or
brushes, with various other articles, are by no
means uncommon. Boolks written on rolls of
the papyrus (made from the inner coat of a
species of reed once abundant on the canals
and lakes of Egypt, though now rarely to be
met with) are also found, sometimes inclosed
in the swathings of the mummy, sometimes in
hollow cases of wood or in earthen jars.

«Jt has thus happened, that theugh we have
no continuous written history of ancient
Egypt, yet, from a combination of unusual
circumstances, we actually know more of the
details of every-day life among its ancient peo-
ple, than we do of such particulars in any
other nation of antiquity. These details have
already served to elucidate such fragments of
their history as are contained in the imperfect
accounts of the Greek writers; and we trust
they will be found also to confirm and elucidate
the more accurate accounts that we have, in
the sacred writings, of another and not less
interesting people.”

EVIDENCE AFFORDED BY THE MONUMENTS.

We now refer to that portion of the work
before us, in which the writer applies to scrip-
ture history, the evidence afforded by the mon-
uments.

«“We are in possession of a very ancient
documentary history, the Bible, the truth of
which is established satisfactorily to our minds
by distinct and independent testimony, direct-
ly applicable to the question of truth or false-
hood. Almost within the present generation,

the interesting discovery has been made of the f
mode of interpreting the characters, long ille- !

gible, delineated on the monuments and in the
writings of an ancient country, a part of
whose history is found incidentally written in
our Bible, because it was connected with the
progress of another people, of whom our bools
professedly gives the history. Now it is very
obvious, that if these modern discoveries bring
to light historical events which synchronize
with the relation of them given in our bock;
or if they illustrate, in hundreds of particu=
lars, national usages, or manners, or arts, all
of which are found to harmonize with what
our document casually illustrates of customs,
&c., among the ancient people to whom
it incidentally refers; then cumulative testi-
mony is afforded thereby to the truth of our
document, so far, at least, as our book and
the monuments professedly speak of the same
thing.

“It is true, indeed, that the Bible does not
actually need this cumulative testimony to its
authenticity. Every subject of investigation
must primarily be examined by the species of
testimony applicable to the proof of its truth;
and of this snitable proof, we apprehend there
is quite enough to sustain the Bible. Itisnot,
therefore, because there is a deficiency of evi-
dence that investigations like the present
have been made: they have been called for,
rather, by the beld assertions of those who
have proclaimed their discovery in the monu-
ments, of evidence directly contradicting the
trath of the Bible. It is mnot pretended by
them, that some of the facts and circumstances
mentioned in the Old Testament are not con-
firmed by the monuments; but their objection
is founded chiefly on the chronology of the
book: they affirm an existence and occupancy
of Egypt by man, many thousands of years
anterior to the supposed date of the creation
of man. It is no part of our purpose in fhis
work, (as we have already said,) to enter into
the examination of theirsupposed chronology.
We would, however, heresimply say, that, even
on their own grounds, it is, in the judgment
of men as learned as themselves, beset with
insuperable difficulties; and is so far from hav-
ing reached the certainty of preof, that great
differences of opinion exist among themselves,
on the subject. Beside, even supposing the
commonly received chronology of the Penta-
teuch, or that of the Septuagint, to be errone-

‘ous, (which,as to the latter, we are very far

from conceding,) it would be difficult to per-
ceive how this disproves the existence of a
Jact distinctly recorded, in its historical state-

ST _]
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ments, sucil as the exode o{' the Israelites, for| years after the temples on wh:ch t.he seulp-
instance. T'hat may have occurred, though {tures occur. Nows thata record of the same
the precise time of its occurrence beinaccu- |fact is sometimes preserved both in the Bible
rately stated, It does not affect the respect 2 and on the monuments, is undeniable; should
due to the book as an inspired volume of fact | not this coincidence have at least begotten the
or doctrine, to consider its general chronology ! su&p:uon that possibly as a mere history, illus-
an open question: that it has been so con- ! trative of the monuments, the Bible was ac-
sidered and treated by some of the most pious{ tually the best help to be had? Indeed, had it
and learned men, is a fact well known to the { been presented to the world as a mere history
Biblical student, When {ime is notof the es-| {of human ey ents, without any other claim to
sence of a fact recorded, it is unimportant.— | acceptance than that which belengs to Hero-
There are few, even of modern histories, that § dutus, for instance; had it not professed to ful-
harmonize in dafes; yet no one doubts the facts | fill the higher objects of being a guide from
they state. | God, authoritatively addressed to man; who can
“In this case as in every kindred one of ge- | doubt that many a modern archaologist would
ological science, it would seem that the simple { have gladly availed himself of its aid, and
purpose for which the beok was written has! : { trumpeted forth the aceuracy of his hierogly-
been overlooked. The Bible was never m-\phmal interpretations as proved by the won-
tended to be a system of chronelogy, nor a)derful confirmation they received from that
treatise on geology. Ite chief purpose (we | veritable historian, Moses? Very sure it is,
speak now of the Pentateuch, the part more ' that, as yet, the perfect certainty in some in-
immediately before us) was, first, to communi- | stances of correct hieroglyphical interpreta-
cate the great truth of one only God, the Cre-;tions can be proved only by referring to the
ator, thus giving a death-blow to idolatry; nnd | narratives of the Bible. The book is not in-
secondly, to preserve the leading facts con-| 'debted to the monuments for confirmation of
nected with the origin and progress of a na-}its truth, as much as the monuments are to it,
tion, designed by God to preserve, in the (for proof of their correct interpretation. Iy
midst of error and corruption, certain religious :5 would seem, too, that there had been an error
truths important to man to know. If matters)even on the part of some of the friends of rev-
connected with science be mentioned or al-jelation, in presenting the coincidences be-
luded to, the occurrence ‘is incidental; and ! tween the Bible and the monnments, as exhi-
though what is seid is true, it does not neces-{ bited in the picfures merely, while the énserip-
sarily embody al! truth on that subject, nor!{ons that accompany them, and, in truth, form
profess so to do. - These remarks are not made | their explanation; have been neglected.
a8 an apology for the Bible, in its supposed! <“Entering upon a comparison ofthe Bible
disagreement with the discoveries of science:{ with Egyptian monuments, these preliminary
we say supposed disugreement; for we are free } remarks may not be without use, as indicating
to confess that there is not, in our view, one{in some degree, what we mey expect to find.
syllable in the Bible contradicted by the dis-{ Whoever supposes that he will meet with a
cuveries of the geologist, however ancient he : continued sculptured history of Egypt, or even
may make the oldest strata; nor have we any  of that partof her history to which the Bible
belief in the assumption that a chronology de-: refers, will find disappointment. The memo-
rived (as it is pretended) from monumental;rials that we now see were not designed by
evidence in Egypt, proves the falsehood of the | those who made them to present any such his-
ancient and only authentic history of man, con- | tory; they are the records of single events,
tained in our Bible. ° } most commonly conguests and trivmphs in
But may it not with truth be said, that the | war,and were erected by pride to perpetuate
Bible has not been treated with fairness by | the atrocities ol blood-thirsty ambition: they
those who would find, in the monuments, its | never tell a story of Egyptian humiliation.—
refutation? By common consent they seem to | | No success over Egypt, no national misfor-
have rejected its aid, though it is the only | tane or disgrace ever called forth the labor of
wrilten record in existence professing to be | her teeming population, or employed the skill
conlemporary with some ol the events sculp- \of her artists. If, therefore, we find anght to
tured on the monuments: they have turned:repay the toil of research, it must be gathered,
away from it to rely upon the classical author-{ here and there, in isolated facts: grouping
ities, the oldest of which dates at least 1000 ‘ them all together they form a mass of testimo-
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ny, the more valuable from being incidental;
and interesting as tending, if not to confirm,
yet to shed light on many portions of that
book, the truth of which is, by other and inde-
pendent testimony, already, to our minds, sat-
isfactorily established.”

In another number we design to refer to
some of the particular applications of the
monuments to the facts of Scripture.

Masonic Difficulties in the State of New
York---Chancellor Walworth’s opinion.

§

A A A AP I s

ion upon those questions of fact upon which
they differ.

The Constitution of “The Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of the Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of
the State of New York,” as that Constitution
was revised and adopted by such Grand Lodge
at its annual meeting in June, 1845, declared
that the Grand Lodge should be composed of
all the Grand officers, the Past Grand Masters,
Deputy Grand Masters, Grand Wardens, G.
Secretaries, and Grand Treasurers thereof;
the Masters and Wardens, or the representa-

After the issue of our last number, and after | tives legally appointed, of all the Lodges under

a large portion of the present was in type, we
received, in pamphlet form, the opinion of
Chancellor WaLworTH in relation to the ex-
isting difficulties in the State of New York.—
As it is a document of great interest and im-
portance to the whole fraternity we commence
its publication in the present number, and will
conclude it in our next. It embodies, as we
think, a fair and impartial statement of the
occurrences of the 5th June 1849, and a large
amount of useful information which will be
important for future reference. In all the
conclusions of the Chancellor we entirely
agree, and trust his “opinion” will be a means
of healing the breach which has unfortunately
arisen among our brethren of New York.

THE CHANCELLOR’S OPINION.

Documents and letters have been placed in
my hands, from which the following statement
is compiled, on the behalf of the body of Free
and accepted Masons, of which John D. Wil-
lard, of Troy, is the Grand Master, claiming
to be the true and rightful Grand Lodge of the
State of New York, upon which my legal
opinion is asked as to their rights and remedies
in relation to certain funds, records, jewels,
documents, and other property belonging to
the Grand Lodge, taken and withheld by cer-
tain persons claiming to be the rightful offi-
cers and members of the Grand Lodge of the
State of New York.

I have seen and examined statements pur-
porting to come from the other party, giving
a somewhat different, and in many respects,
conflicting account of the occurrences of the
fith of June, 1849. But as my opinion is
asked upon the facts as presented in behalf
of the first mentioned body, I have been gov-
erned by their documents in the following
summary, where there was any conflict be-
tween them and the statements of the adverse

i
;

its jurisdiction; and the Past Masters, by
election and service of one year in the chair,
of all such Lodges under its jurisdiction; but
that every officer and member of the Grand
Lodge must be a member of a subordinate
Lodge within the jurisdiction. Each Lodge
was entitled to three votes, when represented
by its Master and Wardens, or either of them,
or by proxy. And each regularmember of the
Grand Lodge,except the Grand Tyler, was en-
titled to one vote as such; and the Grand Mas-
ter, or presiding officer, was entitled to a se-
cond vote in case of a tie. The annual meet-
ings of the Grand Lodge were to be in the city
of New York, on the first Tuesday in June, at
which annual meetings the Grand officers
were to be elected. And quarterly meetings
were to be held on the first Tuesdays of Sep-
tember, December and March. Special meet-
ings might also be called by the Grand Mas-
ter; but no regulation affecting the general
interest of the Craft could be adopted or
changed, except at the annual meeting in
June.

The article of the Constitution relative to
future amendments thereof, and new regula-
tions, is as follows:—*First, No amendment to
this Constitution shall be made, or have any
effect, until the same shall*have had the affir-
mative vote of the Grand Lodge at two sue-
cessive June communications; unless, in addi-
tion to the affirmative vote of the Grand Lodge
at one communication, it shall have received
the affirmative vote of the majority of the
Lodges within this jurisdiction. If such pro-
posed amendment shall receive the affirmative
vote of the Grand Lodge at one June commu-
nication, the same shall then be appended to
the published proceedings, at the end, under
caption, ‘Proposed Amendments to the Consti-
tution,’ and sent to each Lodge within this ju-

party; without intending to express any opin- ! risdiction, in order that the Lodges may, if
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they think proper, instruct their representa-
tives thereon; and the action of the Grand
Lodge, in relation thereto, shall also appear
in its appropriate place in the proceedings.”
Second, The Grand Lodge may, by vote, at
any June meeting, adopt new general regula-
lations, not inconsistant with this Constitution,
to have effect for such time as may be named
therein, not exceeding one year from the time
of their adoption. But except for the time
aforesaid, no general regulation, or resolution
to operate as such, affecting the Fraternity or
the Lodges, or their action, shall be made or
have any effect, unless the same shall have re-
ceived the affirmative vote of the Grand Lodge
at two successive communications. If such
proposed new regulation shall receive the affir-
mative vote of the Grand Lodge at one June
meeting, it shall be appended to the published
proceedings, at the end, under the caption,
‘Proposed New Regulation;’ and in that form
sent to each Lodge within its jurisdiction.”

A difficulty had oceurred in 1823, by _which
the Grand Lodge of this State had become
separated into two bodies, each claiming to be
the rightful Grand Lodge, until June 1827;
when at their annual communication they
again agreed to unite in one Grand Lodge,
by the unanimous vote of two hundred and
twenty-eight Lodges, which were there repre-
sented, upon the following terms of agree-
ment, or settlement; which terms of agree-
ment both parties to the present controversy,
appear to consider as sacred, and not to be in-
fringed.

First, That there should be but one Grand
Lodge in the State of New York, which should
be held in the city of New York, and be con-
sidered as a continoation of the old Grand
Lodge; and that all allusions to former differ-
ences should be avoided thereafter, as far as
possible.

Second, That the proceedings of each of the
two bodies which had claimed to be the true
Grand Lodge, should be confirmed; and all
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Third, That the permanent fund of the G.
Lodge should be managed by five trustees,
consisting of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand
Master, the two Grand Wardens, and the G.
Secretary; whose duty it should be to invest
all funds over three thousand dollars, annually,
after paying representatives, salaries, and
rents.

Fourth, That the number of Lodges which
one Master or Past Master might represent,
should not exceed three; but Past Masters
should not be represented by proxy; and that
representatives should be paid as they had
theretofore been paid.

Upon the adoption of the new or revised
Constitution of 1848, the articles of this per-
manent compact were published with such
Constitution; as being part of the fundamen-
tal law of the Grand Lodge that was still in
force, notwithstanding the general language
of the repealing clause of the new Constitu-
tion, which repealing clause declared that the
former written Qonstitutiun was repealed, and
that all general regulations and resolutions
operating as such, which had theretofore been
adopted by the Grand Lodge, and which were
not embraced in the new Constitution, were
thereby revoked and annnlled.

At the annual communication of the Grand
Lodge in June, 1848, John D. Willdrd of Troy,
who had been the Grand Master for the two
preceding years, was again elected to that of-
fice, in a contested election between him and
Isaac Phillips, of the city of New York, the
then Deputy Grand Master, by a very large
majority; including, at least forty or fifty votes
[rom members of Lodges in the cities of New
York and Brocklyn. At the same communi-
cation, Oscar Coles was elected Deputy Grand
Master, Richard Currique, Senior Grand War-
den, Ezra 8. Barnum, Junior Grand Warden,
Robert R. Boyd, Grand Secretary, and John
Horsepool, Grand Treasurer.

At the same meeting amendments of the
Constitution were proposed, and received the

“the two bodies, should be deemed regular.—

warrants granted by either, for subordinate |affirmative vote of the muajority of the mem-
Lodges, as well as the proceedings of each of%bers of the Grand Lodge then present; and

were appended to the published proceedings,
That the records and archives of the Grand {and sent down to the subordinate Lodges, as
Lodge being in the city of New York, the G. {“Proposed Amendments to the Constitution,”
Secretary and G. Treasurer should be chosen (to be acted on by those bodies, in the manner
from that city; and that the Grand Muster,-or?prescribed in the article relative to future
the Deputy Grand Master, should be chosen {amendments and new regulations. The effect
from the city of New York, and the other from {of these amendments, if adopted by a major-
the country; and the two Wardens from some {ity of the subordinate Lodges, was to alter the

other part of the State of the said city. i 3d article of the Constitution, so far as to de-
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prive the Past Masters of subordinate Lodges,
except the Past Master who had last passed
the chair of each Lodge, of the right of voting,
except as a representative in the Grand Lodge;
so that each subordinate Lodge, by its ofiicers
of proxy, should have three votes; and its last
Past Master i’ present, one vote, making four
votes in all. And leaving to all the other Past
Masters of such subordinate Lodges, who have
served one year in the chair, the right to be
present at the meeting' of 'the Grand Lodge,
and purticipate in its deliberations; and if’ duly
appointed for that purpose, to vote asthe re-
presentatives or proxies of not more than
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three subordinate Lodges; but not the right to
vote in their own rights as Past Masters.
After the adjournment of this annual meet-
ing of the Grand Lodge, great exertions were
made by those who were in favor of those
amendments, to procure their adoption by the
subordinate Lodges; of ‘which there were a
little short of one hundred in the State,acting
under warrants or charters from the Grand
Lodge, and some others working under dis-
pensations granted by the Grand Master or
Deputy Grand Master. On the other hand,
most of ‘the subordinate Lodges of the city of
New York and Brooklyn, and their Past Mas-
ters, and some few in other parts of the State,
exerted themselves to induce the subordinate
Lodges not to adopt such amendments. And
conventions, of each of these parties, pub-
lished and sent to their brethren, in pamphlet
form, their reasons in favor of or against such

amendments.
At the quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge

in March, 1849, when none but the Grand offi- |

cers and Past Grand officers who resided in or
about New York, were present, and when ne
subordinate Lodges, except eighteen of those
which were located in the cities of New York
and Brooklyn, and on Staten Island, were re-
presented, resclutions were introduced by one
of the Past Deputy Grand Masters,denouncing
the proposed amendments as unconstitutionul
and revolutionary, at variance with the prin-.

ciples upon which the Grand Lodge was origi-"

pally constituted, and as destructive of the
rights of the Past Masters, and pledging the
Grand Lodge to preserve the rights of Past
Masters, as they then existed, whatever might
be the action of the subordinate Lodges upon
the proposed amendments, &e. The Deputy
Grand Master who was then presiding, de-
clined putting the question on the resolutions,

upon the ground that it was unconstitutional
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for the Grand Lodge at its quarterly session,
to act on any measure which interested the
Craft generally. But his decision was ap-
pealed from and reversed by the members pre-
sent; and the resolutions, with their preamble,
were unanimously adopted.

The amendments of the Constitution, pro-
posed at the annual meeting in June, 1848,
notwithstanding these resolutions of the quar-
terly meeting of the Grand Lodge, were sanc-
tioned and adopted by a majority of all the
chartered eubordinate Liodges; and also all of
the suberdinate Lodges which were working
under dispensations. And certificates thereof
were transmitted by such Lodges to the Grand
Secretary, previously to the annual meeting of
the Grand Lodge in June, 1849.

The constitution dees not specify any par-
ticular place in the city of New York at which
the sessions of the Grand Lodge shall be held,
nor the hour at which the annual meeting, on
the first Tuesday in June, shall be opened.—
But r.f‘e meeting for some years past had been
held at the Howard House, where the Grand
Secretary had his office, and where several of
the subordinate Lodges in the city also held
their communications. Andthe Grand Master
usually took the chair at about eight o’clock in
the evening.

Upon the evening of the first Tuesday in
June, 1849, a very large number of the Past
Masters, and of representatives of most of the
subordinate Lodges in New York and Brook-
lyn, and on Staten Island, occupied the room
in which the Grand Lodge had usually met, at
a much earlier hour. And before the repre-
sentatives from a distance had arrived from
their Hotels, all the seats in front of that ap-
pointed for the Grand Master, and extending
back for about two-thirds of the length of the
room, were filled by these Past Masters and
repregentatives of Lodges in and about New
York, so that it was impossible for the country
members generally to hear what was going on
in the neighborhood of the officers’ seats.—
About half after seven o’clock, and before the
Grand Master had arrived in the room, and al-
though the Grand Junior Warden, who was the
senior officer present,and had the right to pre-
side in the absence of the officers who were
not then there, protested against opening the
Grand Lodge until the Grand Master could get
to the room, one of the Past Deputy Grand
Masters from the ecity, by a vote of those in
front of the seat of the presiding officer, was
placed in the Orviental chair, and declared the
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on opened. And he called upon the!}
d Secretary to call the roll of members;
vithout adopting the usual course of calling

h prayer.
ﬁwns announced that the Grand Master had |
* arrived in the room, and the member who had
. n.ken possession of the chair and gavel, sur-
- rendered them to him.
~ The Grand Master then proceeded and
opened the Grand Lodge in the usual ample
' form, and with prayer from the Grand Chap-
lain. The Grand Secretary, upon being
. called upen by the Grand Master to call the
" roll of members to ascertain what Lodges
were represented, officially announced to the
* Grand Lodge that the amendment to the Con-
stitution inrelation to Past Masters, which had
been proposed at the last annual communica-
tion, and which then received the affirmative
vote of the Grand Lodge, had since received
~ the affirmative vote of a majority of all the
- Lodges under the jurisdiction of that Grand
- Lodge, and had thereby become a part of the
Constitution: The roll was then called, when
it appeared that seventy-six subordinate
Lodges were present, by their officers or re-
presentatives.
. The Grand Master then rose to make his
_ Annual Report to the Grand Lodge, of the
condition of the Order in the State during the
‘preceding Masonic year, &c., ashe is required
‘to do, at the commencement of the June com-
‘munication, by the 26th article of the Consti-
tution. He had just commenced speaking,
when he was interrupted by cries and yells
from those who oceupied seats in that part of
~ the room immediately in front of him, so that
it was impossible for him to be heard, or to
‘proceed, as he several times attempted to do.
- Very soon, however, some of them moved that
the minutes of the March quarterly communi-
~ cation, and of the last quarterly meeting of
~ the Grand Stewards’ Lodge, should be read;
~ when the residue of those who were endeavor-
_ing to prevent the Grand Master from pro-
‘ceeding to make his annual address, imme-
diately joined in the call. -The Grand Mas-
“ter decided that the motion was out of order at
that time,as he had risen to address the Grand
Lodge.

notwithstanding his decision.

i
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proceedings, to order, and the rules of order
were read.
After the disturbance had proceeded for

on the Grand Chaplain to open the Bess;onz some time, the Grand Master called one of the
In this stage of the proceedmgs,i Past Grand officers who had taken part in the
dlsturbances, to him, and enquired whether, if
the minutes should first be read, he would en-

gage that the question on approving them
should be offered and taken in the usual form,
and then that the Grand Master should be
listened to in silence. And the latter, after
consideration and censultation, having given
an affirmative answer, the Grand Master said
he would overlook the gross insult which
had been offered, not only to himself, but
to the Grand Lodge, and permit the minutes
to be read before he proceeded. He then
directed the Grand Secretary to read the min-
utes of the March quarterly meeting, and of
the meetings of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge;
and they were read accordingly by the Grand
Secretary, One of those who had been ac-
tively engaged in the previous disturbance,
thereupon moved that the proceedings should
be approved and confirmed. He finally was
induced to withdraw his proposition to confirm
the proceedings of those meetings; and the
question was then put upon the simple appro-
val of the minutes, and adopted without oppo-
sition.

The Grand Master was then permitted to
proceed with his official report, or address, to
the Grand Lodge as to the progress and con-
dition of the Order in the State during the
Masonic year. And, as it was his duty to do
under the provision of the Constitution, he
stated, as a part of the history of the last
year, the proceedings in relation to the con-
stitutional amendment relative to Past Mas-
ters, and the issuing of the pamphletsin favor
of and against the adoption of that amend-
ment. He also stated that the amendment
had received the affirmative vote of a majority
of all the Lodgesin the State; that there
were ninety-nine warranted Lodges in the
State; that he had seen and examined the cer-
tificates, on file with the Grand Secrelary, in
which the action of fifty-nine Lodges on the
subject was certified to the Grand Lodge in
the usual mode; that from these it appeared

But these calls were persisted in,g fifty-six Lodges had given an affirmative vote
And this dis-{ upon the amendment, and three a negative

“orderly conduct was continued for some time; i vote; and that of the fifty-six Lodges which
although the sound of the gavel, and the’ had given affirmative votes it appeared, from
! vmee of the Grand Master repeatedly called : ¢ certificates, forty-nine had voted unanimously
those who were ennnged in these disorderlv in favor of the amendment; that he under-

]
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stood from undoubted sources, but not offi-
cially, that some few other Lodges had voted
in favor of the amendment, but that, from the
mistake or neglect of some of the officers of
those Lodges, whose duty it was to send the
certificates of such votes to the Grand Secre-
tary, the certificates had not been received;
that the whole number of warranted Lodges
which it was understood had voted in favor of
the amendment, was something more than
sixty; that a majority of the Lodges working
under dispensations had also voted affirmative-
ly on the amendment, and had sent a certifi-
cate of their votes, but in his opinion their
votes could not be counted; that they were
however, important, as showing the views and
wishes of respectable members of the Frater-
nity, who were thereafter to take an active
part in its affairs. He said in reference to this
amendment, that the provisions of the Consti-
tution had been strictly complied with; that,
at the annual communication, in the last pre-
ceding June, it received the affirmative vote of
the Grand Lodge; and had since received the
affirmative vote of all the Lodges within its
jurisdiction; and that it had, therefore, become
a part of the Constitution, and was binding
upon the Grand Lodge, and upon the whole
Fraternity of the State.

The Grand Master further said—“The
amendment having been adopted by the Grand
Lodge and by the Fraternity, it is not material
what may be my individual opinion as to its
propriety. Ideem it proper, however, to say,
that I am clearly of opinien that it isright and
proper, just and expedient; and that it is cal-
culated to operate beneficially in ever section
of the State, and in every portion of the Fra-
ternity. Nor does this opinion imply the
slightest disrespect to any one Past Master.—
The Past Masters of the State are of varied
character and capacities; but, as a class, they
are most respectable. They occupy an ele-
vated standing as men and as Masons, and
justly enjoy the respect and confidence of their
brethren. It has been perfectly proper that
those who were opposed to the amendment

should resort to all constitutional means to de-}:

featit. If they had succeeded in their efforts,
it would have been the undoubted duty of its
friends to acquiesce. But they did not sue-
ceed, and the amendment has been adopted.—
It has become a part of the Constitution, and
all good Masons will now cheerfully submit to
it until it shall be changed in a constitutional
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mode. Iam persuaded that the strong feeling
against i, which now exists in the minds of
some, will soon die away, and that all objec-
tions to it will soon cease. Butyet I, for one,
am prepared to make great sacrifices to the
spirit of conciliation and harmony; and such,
I believe to be the feeling of the Fraternity of
the State. I think the amendment, in its
present form, will best promote the interest of
the Craft; but still I am ready,and I believe
the Fraternity are ready, to consent to any
reasonable modification, which retaining the
great principle for which they have contended,
will yet make the amendment more acceptable
to its opponents.”
[Concluded in our next.]

Tribute of Respect.
Savanyan Lopeg, No 102,
Dec. 28, 1849.

At a called meeting of the Savannah Lodge
No. 102, the following resolutions were unan-
imously adopted:

Whereas, we have just received intelligence
of the death of our Brother, Wirriam Rus-
SELL, one of the Masonic Fraternity, and a
member of Savannah Lodge No. 102, who
died at Weaverville, California, on the 5th of
October 1849.

Therefore be it Resolved, that in the death
of our Brother, Masonry has lost one of her
brightest ornaments, society has been deprived
of one of its most active and efficient citizens
and the community sustained an irreparable
loss.

Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with
the afflicted parents and relatives of our deceas-
ed Brotherin their sad bereavement,hereby ten-
dering them our sincere condolence with this
consolation that though they may never be
with him in time,yet they may meet him in that
celestial Lodge where the supreme Architect
of the universe presides.

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Lodge
transmit a copy of these proceedingsto the pa-
rents of our deceased Brother, and that the
same be enrolled upon the minutes of the
Lodge.

Resolved, That the members of the Lodge
wear-the usual badge of mourning for thirty
days.

Resolved, That a copy of these resclutions
be sent to the Port Folio with a request that
they be published.

GEO. D. MORROW, W. M.

W. H. CHERRY, Sec’y.
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y ;N’dtea on and from Books.

is @ beautiful idea expres;ed m th”e
g from the “Home Journal.”
res which are lalf made when th
consenting purty, poetry is half written in |
ry woman's heart.  Sensibility, love. of the
), fancy and communicativeness—all |
ch are amoug the extra endowments
h make man poetical—are constituent
es of the feminine gender, and if a wo- |
hance to turn her attention to verse, it
s to her a natural langnage, in which she
s only surprised that she had not, very often,
cpressed hem]k hel'ora. ;

’I‘lua London Qnm'terly Review for October
‘an interesting article on Fontenelle’s
s on the uncertainty of the« slgens
of deatl.” Tt contains & number of curious
d interesting anecdotes of apparent death
rom them we select the followmg
“Tallemant has a story of a baroness de Pa- |
0 was choked by a fish bone and duly
d for dead. Her servants to get her jew-
‘-')F £ smnterred her by night, and the ]miy’e
~maid, who hore her a grudge, struck her in re-
 venge several blows upon the neck. The ma-
nity of the maid was the preservation cf
mistrcss.  Out flew the bone set free -by
ie blows, and up rose the :Bg_ljoness to the dis-
5‘:iki!t);ﬂlﬁum: of the domestics. The retributive
- justice was complete, and the only objection |
the ,nmn:we 18 ,thm, like the ﬁsh TJnnE it

rlqte of 3ydarﬂmm,‘a m{m Who Was uot,
re an honor to lis ptg fession b 'ﬁxs sln]i,
is kindly virtues: ’:
fuculty of his day
i prine p'[es derived from ab %%stﬁlmg,
that the anmll-pox oughﬁ to'yie]d toa %'ﬁl::eg:-
= -.mﬁ, .and, though patients died;. dg_yawmps

~ thought death under a philosophical treatment.
“better than a capricious and pgtwise{reeowery

experfence for speculation, and wha, bésu{es‘

indicating the right road, was himself perhaps
the nicest observer of the habits of diseasc
that ever lived,  had early discovered that the
antidote was to De found at the other end of
the ‘ﬂlermometer. The science which saved
the lives of others wus the torment of his own,
He was assailed by the profession to the close
of his dnys for being wiser than his generation,
and among the practices by which he n ildly
‘and modestly defended his practice, ke relates
with evident satisfaction how a yq;mgfﬁa;n at
Bristol was stewed by his phsfalema {
seeming death, and ofterwards recovered by
mere exposure to cold. The moment he ap-
peared to expire, his attendants laid him out,
leaving nothing upon his body except a sheet
thrown lightly over it.  No sooner had he es-
cuped from the domain of art to the dominion
of nature than he began to revive, and lived
to vindicate Sydenliam, to shame h[a*oppo-
manm, and to prove that then:e are oecasions
in which the remedy against death is to seem
to be dend. The ancient who ongmated the
celebrated saying, “The physician that heals is
death,’ never anticipated such a verification
pl‘ hls muxim.”

il Wé"aften find it stated in tlle newspapers
thﬂtﬁe grave. af such or sucl person hazs been
opened*a?hd the corpse disinterred, and that
on opening the coffin the body is found ‘turned
over,and the flesh laccrated as if oceasioned
by some vwlam:stmggle “These facts induce

I the belief that the body was buried alive,.—

' The author of the article above quoted ad-

vancés mlotli”er theory, the truth of*'\w% we

cnn.ugt venture to controvert: He says:
i the midst of éxafggerﬁt;on arfdﬁveu-

d, ! tion there waﬁ*bna ﬂne{oubte& citcumstance

which | formerly excited the worst x]:pfdhen-
sions,—tle fact that bodies Wé?a.ém found
turned in their coffing, and the graye clothes
disarranged. " But wlmf ‘wiis ascribed, with
seeming reason, to the theories of vit’alﬂy, is

in defiunce of rules. Sydunha;n,w}ﬁ:p eformed f
the whule system of medicine by subsmuhng

now known to be due to the agency of corrup-
tion. A'ges is dﬁél‘opeaﬁn the decaying bo-
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dy which mimics by its mechanical force many | tion to the word, waved his own hand in token
of the movements of life. So powerful is this} of worship, and sunk into the arms of his fa-
gas in corpses which have laid long in the | ther—a corpse. Nota sensation told him that
water, that M. Devergie the physician to the !in an instant he would stand in the presence
Morgue at Paris, and the author of a text- § of the Creator to whom his body was bent in
book on legal medicine, says that unless se- homage, and whose praises still resounded
cured to the table they are often heaved up é from his lips.”

and thrown to the ground. - Frequently
strangers, seeing the motions of the limbs,
run to the keeper of the Morgue, and announce
with horror that a person is alive. All bodies, §

sooner or later, generate the gas in the grave,  the ancients who conceived the soul to be a
and it constantly twists about the corpse_.éﬁre, and that the water would putit out. But
blows out the skin till it rends with the disten- ; a Sybarite could hardly have quarrelled with

The sensations experience in drowning are
described as rather pleasant than otherwise.
“Drowning was held in horror by some of

sion, and sometimes bursts the coffin itself.—  the death. The struggles at the outset are
When the gas explodes with a noise, imagina- { prompted by terror, not by pain, which com-
tion has cenverted it into an outery or groan; : mences later, and is soon succeeded by a
the grave has been re-opened; the position of } pleasing languor; nay, some, if not the major-
the body has confirmed the suspicion, and the | ity,escape altogether the interval of suffering.
laceration been taken for evidence that the ;A gentleman, for whose accuracy we can
wretch had gnawed his flesh in the frenzy of ¢ vouch, told us he had not experienced the
despair. So manyare the circumstances which § slightest feeling of suffocation. The stream
will occasionally concur to support a conelu-; was transparent, the day brilliant, and as he
sion that is more unsubstantial than the fabric { stood upright he could see the sun shining
of a dream.” through the water, with a dreamy conscious-
ness that his eyes were about to be closed upon
The same writer, as an illustration that mor- { it forever. ¥et neither feared his fate, ner
tal sickness does not always merge into agony, { Wished to avert it. A sleepy sensation which
and that “the strained thread may break at :soothed and gratiﬁed him made a luxuriouws
last with a sudden snap,” relates the following { bed of a watery grave. A friend informed
of the son of Edmond Burke: Mothe-]e-Vayer, that such was his dehght in
“Burke’s son, upon whom his father has eon- { groping at the bottom, thata feeling of anger
ferred something of his own celebrity, heard paSSEd thl‘O'ﬂgh his mind against ‘the persons
his parents sobbing in another room at the who pulled him out. It is prohable that some
prospect of an event they knew to be inevita- { of our readers may have seen a singularly stri-
ble. -He rose from his bed, joined his illustri- { king account of recovery from drowning by a
ous father, and endeavored to engage him in a { highly distinguished officer still living, who
cheerful conversation. Burke continued si- ; also speaks to the total absence of pain while
lent choked with grief. His son again made { under the waves; but adds a circumstance of
an effort to console him. I am under no ter- | startling interest—namely, that during the few
ror,” he said; ‘I feel myself better and in spir- { moments of consciousness the whole events
its, and yet my heart flutters and I know not ; of his previous life, from childhaod, seemed to
why. Pray talk to me, sir! talk of religion, ; repass with lightning-like rhpidity and bright-~
talk of morality, talk, if you will, of indiffer- } ness before his eyes: a narration which shows
ent subjects.” Here a noise attracted his no- { on what aceurate knowledge the old Oriental
tice, and he exclaimed, ‘Does it rain? Noj; it { framed his story of the Sultan who dipped his
is the rustling of the wind through the trees.” ; headinto a basin of water, and had as it were,
The whistling of the wind and the waving of } gone through all the adventures of a crowded
the trees brought Milton’s madjestic lines to ; life before he had lifted it out again.  No one
his mind, and he repeated them with uncom-; can have the slightest disposition to question
mon grace and effect:— the evidence in this recent English case; but
“His praise, ye winds, that from four quarters blow, we do not presume to ut.tempt the physiologi-
Breathe soft or loud; and wave your tops. ye pines; cal explanatiun.”

With every plant, in sign of worship, wave!’

A second time he took up the sublime and|{ In the morning of infancy, when the dawn
melodious strain, and accompanying the ac-{of reason appears, learn thy child obedience.
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Agr!oultu.ra .

A valuable and interesting book is this of
Mr. Coleman, especially to those who take an
interest in, and have a teste for, the noble and
healthful pursuits of Agriculture. The au-
thor’s preliminary observations, although
marked by a good deal of enthusiasm, are full
of sound sense, and demonstrate the superior-
ity of agricultural pursuits over the profes-
sionsto which so many young men resort under
the impression that it is more honorable to be
at the fail of a profession than at the fail of a
plough. “Agriculture,” says Mr. Coleman,*is
the first and most important of all arts.—
Though not mere honorable nor more inno-
cent than many other arts and professions, yet
itis perfectly innocent and as honorable asany”
—that it may be said of it, which can be said
of few others—*it is essential to human exis-
tence.” The great cause of the evils which
afflict bumanity and the multiplication of
erime, and the disorders of society, he attri-
butes to the fact that, “the cultivation of the
earth is deserted, and innumerable multitudes
pour into cities and towns, and filling every
mechanical art and trade, destroy each other
by a competition in articles of which the de-
mand is necessarily limited.” After many
other remarks upon the independence, the
comforts and pleasures of raral life, the author
says, in language at once forcible and truth-
ful, “if men could be induced to cultivate the
earth, and, trained to the simple habits of a
laborious and useful life, be satisfied with
what that affords them; if they would measure
their prosperily and wealth, not by so many
shining pieces of gold or silver, which they
have hoarded in their closets, but by their pro-
ducein bread and clothing, and the various
and innumerable luxuries of life, with which
Providence so often blesses the labors even of
the most humble, how changed would be their
condition! If they would be as well satisfied
to breathe the fresh air of their native moun-
tains and forests as the corrupt and pestilential
atmosphere of crowded streets and confined
dwellings; from which both sun and light are
shut out; as well content to enjoy the simple
and healthful sports of ihe country, as the ex-
citing and exhausting pleasures of city life; if
their taste would be better satisfied to con-
template the verdant fields, waving with crops,

*T'ne AGRICULTURE AND RuRarn Ecoxony of France, Bel
gium, Holland and Switzerland, from personal observation.
Ry Haxgy Cotewan. Boston, Arthur D, Phelps- I vol, gvo,
pop. 34
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or enamelled with ﬁowers, lhan carpa.ted and
gilded halls; if they could be taught to prefer
skies painted with clouds of brilliant hues,and
studded with stars whose lustre never grows
dim, to palaces blazing with artificial lustres
and adorned with the far inferior magnificence
of man’s genius and taste; if, in a word, you
could keep them in the country by attachment
to its simple labor and recreations, and pre-
vent their crowding the cities to repletion, and
thus destroying by competition, the ordinary
professions and trades which prevail there,
where so many vigorous young men, and so
many [air and blooming maidens rush in like
flies in a summer evening into a bluzing taper,
to find, too often, the graves of their health,
hopes, happiness and virtue, what an immense
gain would he achieved for morals and for hu-
manity.”

In illustration of the superiority of country
life in maintaining habits of industry, fragali-
ty and economy, and in preserving the morals
of a community, we were particularly strack
with the author’s description of a “purely ag-
ricultural distriet” in the state of Vermont, of
which he speaks from personal knowledge.

“This district” says he, “contains nearly a
million of inhabitants; its elimate is cold and
severe; its soil, with some exceptions, of mod-
erate fertility, and requiring the brave and
strong hand of toil to make it productive. It
has public and free schools in every town and
parish,and several seminaries of learning of a
higher character, and where the branches of
useful and literary education are taught at an
expense so moderate, that it is placed within
the reach of persons of the most humble
‘means. It has every where places of religious
worship of such a variety that every man may
follow the dictates of his own conscience;
where religious services are always maintained
with intelligence and decorum, sustained
wholly by voluntary contributions; and sects
of the most discordant opinions live in perfect
harmony, recognizing in their mutual depen-
dence, the strongest grounds for mutual for-
bearance and kindness. Taken as a whole
they are the best informed people I have ever
known.”—“The sobriety of the people is re-
markable; they are every where a well dressed
people; their houses abound in all the sub-
stantial comforts and luxuries of life; and their
hospitality is unbounded.—No where ispublic
order more maintained, or public peace better
preserved; large portions of the inhabitants

never bolt a door, nor fasten a window at
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night.”—<In this district erimes are compara-

tively rare; courts of Justice have little oceu-
pation; the prisons are often without a tenant,
and there has been scarcely a public execution
for half a century.”

What a beautiful picture is this of agricul-
tural life! of its influence upon morals, and
upon the peace, harmony, and good order of a
community!

Although this volume is entitled the Agri-
culture of France, Belgium, Holland and
Bwitzerland, much the largest portion of it is

devoted to the agriculture and productions ol
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sons are reported to have perished. In 1410,
20,000 persons were drowned, and in 1570, an
equal number. In 1717 a flood destroyed
12,000 persons, and 80,000 cattle. “These
events,” remarks our author, “are certainly
among the most tremendous in history; and
evinee the extraordinary courage and perse-
verance of a people, who again repel the mer-
eiless invader, and bravely plant themselves

directly upon the recovered field.” It is men-
tioned as a remarkable fact—another evidence
of industry and perseverance—that the great
work of draining the Haerlaem Lake is now

France, which the writer seems, as far as his  going on, which when completed will lay open
opportunities extended, to have carefully ob-!to cultivation 50,000 acres. It is thus by un-

served. He embraces a large amount of use-

paralled industry and enterprize, that the Low

fal information with regard to the agrieultural ; Countries which were once poor have become
countries he visited, together with such prac- { rich and powerful.

tical olsarvations, as we imagine, may be

Mr. Coleman is a good writer, and has pro-

found interesting. to the practical farmer ;duced a work of great interest even to those
even of this country, notwithstanding the dif- { who are not accustomed or addicted to agricul-
ference in soil and situation. The sections on { tural pursuits. The work may be had at the
¢Agricultural Education™ and “Crops™ abound | book store of W. T. Berry & Co.

in many useful hints.

A great portion of Belgiumor Flanders, and
of Holland, is alluvial, having been redecmed
from the sea by dykes or embankments. These
dykes have been constructed at an immense
labor and expence—by the most persevering

European Life and Manners.

With this title Mr. Henry Coleman, the au-
thor of the work noticed in the preceding par-
agraph, has a picture of “Life and Manners” in
England and France. Mr. Coleman seems to

toil. “The external dykes are from 125 to;have been introduced to “high life,” particu-
150 feet in width at the bottom with spacious {larly in England, where his days seems to have

roads on the top of them; and in several cases
the water is required to be lifted twice before
it is thrown into the sea. These immense
tracts of land which have been redeemed from
the sea, are denominated “‘polders,” and ave-

%

;meut__ﬂ at the houses of the nobility and gentry,

:
§ “low life.?

been almost a continual round of entertain-

which he deseribes with graphic skill, but at
the same time he has some vivid pictures of
Muany of his letters possess much

rage more than eleven hundred acres each.— ! interest in their details, but many of them are
There are 746 polders embracing an extent { mere gossip of but little interest to the general
of 475,000 acres, and are kept dry, by 815!reader. Ileis evidently a great admirer of

mills.” The whole amount of redeemed land
in Holland is represented to exceed five mil-
lion of acres. -

Although immense labor and expenze have
been devoted to the erection of dry dykes, it
requires constant vigilence to maintain them.
“The inhabitants of this great country” says
Me. Coleman, “sleep always in the immediate
neighborhood of an enemy’s cawp, and are
exposed to irruptions and invasions against
which all human power may be unavailing.—
The recollection of the floods which have oc-
casionally broken away these barriers, and
swept the country is perfectly terrific. In the
eourse of thirteen centuries no less than one
Lundred and ninety great floods are said to have
occurred in Holland.  In 1230, 100,000 per-

English life and manners; which may be rea-
dily accounted for by the attentions which he
received from some of the highest nobles of
the land. While'in Great Britain wealth and
luxury abounds, there is a vast amount of
poverty and human misery,. The following ex-
‘tracts will present a striking contrast hetween
Wzartn axp PovERTY.

Mt. Coleman’s description. of his reception
and a dinner party at Woburn Abbey, the seat
of the Duke of Bedford, will afford an idea of
the mode of living among the hizher classes.

“I reached the Abbey, says he, at five o=
clock. The Duke was absent, but I was ex-
pected, and immediately shown into my room

—aroom of elegant description—and as soon
as I was ready, was introduced into the Tea-
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Room, where the Dutchess and a large party ! living, day after day, and year after year, ex-
H were helping themselves to tea over a large! cepting that on Christmas day they contrive to
., table, which was ready ot five o’clock, for those | get a little piece of meat and a bit of bread.”
= who desired this relreshment at that ﬁme.—E The writer has seen thousands, yes, a million
Here was a crowd of ladies and gentlemen | living 50, “I could hardly credit my own

full of wit and gity. The Dutchess received | senses,” continues he, “until T went into the

me with great kindness and apologised for thel
necessary absence of the Duke, who would!
return to dinner at half past seven.” The§
dinner party consisted of a large number of
the nobility and other persons of distinction.
“At half past seven® says he, “we went into
dinner. The service was all of gold and sil-
ver, except the desert plates, whieh were of
Sevres porcelain, presented to one of the for-
mer dukes by Eouis XV. T observed many
large, massive pieces of gold plate in the cen-
tre of the table, and a silver waiter or tray, to
support them, more than eight feet long, and
nearly two wide.  There were two large gold
tureens, one at each end of the table. Be-
sides the gold service on the table, there were,;
among other plate, two large gold waiters on!
the side-board, presented to the former Duke%
as agricultural premiums.  The arms of the!
family ave a deer; and there were four salts in!
my sight, being a deer, about five inches high,
of silver, with antlers and two paniers strung
over his back, one containing coarse and the
other fine sult.  The servantsin livery and out
of livery were numerous, and the dinner, of
conrse; comprising every possible delicacy in
meats, wines, fruits &e. &e.”*  Without enter-
ing into further details here comes the

CoNTRAST.

In the author’s visit to Treland, he gives a
most lamentable description’ of the poor.. ]
never saw a more beautiful country™ says he,
“though art has dome little for it. The
wretehedness of the great mass of the people
is utterly beyond all description. I have been
into cabins dug out of the biog, with no warmth
but the heat of the mud'in which they have
been excavated, with the roof covered with§
turf and straw, and'the water standing in pud-
dles on the outside, without chimney, window,;
door, floor, bed, chair, table, knife, or fork; thel
whole furniture” consisting of some straw to:_z
lie down upon, a pot to boil the potatoes in,a
tin cup to drink out of, and a wicker basket to
take up the potatoes in after they are boiled,

which is set down in the middle of the ﬂoor,i

and parents and children squat down like Hot-

cabins, and felt my way in the smoke and
darkness, and actually put my hand on the
turl sides. Here they all lie down, parents
and children, brothers and sisters, on the
straw at night, huddled together, literally
naked, with the pigs, oftentinies the ass or
horse, and sometimes the cow in the same
room.” Such is the manner of living of large
masses of the people of Ireland. =And this
ina country belonging to the richest and most
refined people on the globe, not forty-eight
hours journey from London; not one fourth part
of which is cultivated, and containing millions
of untilled acres of as rich land s the sun ever
shone upon.” 'The heart sickens at such de-
tails of human misery. The condition of
these people is worse by far, than that of
the negro slaves of the slave-holding states of
this country, wlose condition excites so much
sympathy among the self-styled philanthropists
of Great Britain. '
The Cemetery.

Not long since at that sombre hour when

eomes

#—————still evening on and twilight grey

Had e her sobier livery all thingsclad.”
my wandering steps conducted me to the Ce-
metery in the vicinity of the Town we live in,
where repose the remains of many with whom
[ had been associated in early life.  The au-
tumn leaves were falling, fit emblems of mor-
tality.

Reelining on the monument of one wha
was dear to me in life, I surveyed ‘the scene
around me, and my reflections naturally turned
upon the certainty of death, and the uncer-
tainty of life—upon the many casualties which
shorten human existence, and upon the pre-
parations necessary to fit us for the great
change that awaits us alll The numerous
graves without even a stone to record the
names of those who repose beneath the green
sod; and the monumental marble which marks
the resting place of others, spoke in silent
but impressive language of man’s inevitable
doom—“from dust thon came and to dust shalt

i thou return.” Here, said I, lie mingled the
tentots on the ground and eat their food' with |

their fingers, sometimes with salt’ and often !
without; this is literally the whole of their |

ashes of the rich and the poor—the ambitious
and the humble—infaney and manhood—
blooming youth and hoary age! Such a scene
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iz calenlated to inspire even the most careless {home the remains of a young wife, who had
with serious and solemn thoughts, and direct 5 scarcely passed her twentieth year. Amidst
| their reflections to the decree of Heaven as/the tears of sorrowing relatives and friends
| delivered by the prophet, “Set thine house in |the body was consigned to the same grave
order for thou shalt surely die.” /where rest the remains of her mother. There
The monument against which I leaned,’they will rest in peace until the last trump
awakened recollections of the past— of days jshall awaken the righteous to the glories of
of sorrow—of prosperity and misfortune.— ! another world.
Sad thoughts came over me, and I almost un- | = -
conseiously uttered the following: COMMUNICATIONS.
“Q’r thy tomb the sad willow bends its ¢
drooping branches, and the melancholy eypress The Hell of Dante and Milton.
moans thy requiem with every passing breeze! | Fxtract from a Lecture delivered before the Ly-
but near by blooms in fragrant beauty, thej ceum at Columbia, Tenn., Dec. Tth 1849.

THE PORT FOLIO.

pure white rose, type of innocence and purity; By D. R. ArNELL.
and the tree of life, emblem of immortality! The name of John Milton will doubtless al-
“Thy mortal remains moulder in the grave! ; Ways lie nearer the heart of the English rea- e

The dust has returned to the earth as it was, | der of Poetry than that of Dante Alighiere.
but thy pure spirit has ascended to heaven, and However willing any one may be to accord to
peacefully rests in the bosom of thy Father {the latter a higher order of genius than the
and thy God! g former, yet we risk little in affirming that the
“Years have passed! weary and lonely years. | “Paradise Lost” will always maintain its rank
But imagination pictures thy blessed spirit hoy- ; 2bove the “Divine Comedy.” We prefer the
ering over me, and memory loves to dwell upon ; former Poem without deigning to give any rea-
thy loved form—upon that countenance which % son forso doing, only that its aim is higher, its §
ever beamed with affection amid the trials and { images, if not so graphic, yet more sublime,
afflictions of life, and assnaged the stings of ; 40 seldom grotesque; and insensibly we turn
poverty, and even threw beams of light over ; @Way from Dante’s probings into the inner- ' |
the darkness of adversity’s most gloomy hour. { Mostheartof misery to Milton’s hurried glance
“Thou art gone from earth to heaven where | 8t its collected horrors.  We, of course, speak
thy angel wings are bathed in a sen of light | nOW only of their descriptions of Hell, as this
effulgent! Affection recalls the virtues which | i the only portion of either Poem we propose e
adorned thy life; thy purity, thy truth, thy faith; | ta “"tic"'_ Y " =
thy unshaken confidence in that glorious Be- | Our object in bringing this subject before
ing who suffered death upon the cross that a | YOU is to illustrate, by reference to Dante and
sinful world might live and bloom in the Para- g Milton, our idea of that highest attainment of
dise of God! As beacon lights that guide the | the Poet—the transfer of the passion of per-
tempest-tost mariner on the wide ocean of life, ; sonal feeling to the creations of a spiritual or
so do thy virtues serve to guide and cheer me { Mystic insight. Tn order to effect this we
in life’s weary pilgrimage. must speak briefly of their lives,—of their
“Though far beyond the gaze of mortal vi- $struggles,—of their heroism, and their endu-

sion, still, in imagination, thou standest as in | ¥ance. In many respects their fortunes were
the days of thy youth. Thy passage to the jalike. Both, like their Master, came into the
tomb though long and lingering, was glad- | World and the world received them not. Both
dened by the Christian’s hope, illumined by { Were persecuted—driven from their homes—
that blessed light which shone on Calvary’s | sullered the confiscation of their property—
height, and from Tabor’s sacred mount.— {Were unfortunate in their domestic relations;
Glorious hope! fruitful of future bliss! When | —¥et both, over the ruins of all, built a sad
life’s fitful dream is o’er, may my inanimate and melancholy monument for themselves that
bodyrest by thy side, there to await the general shall endure until Time shall be no ]onger.
| resurrection, when the angel’s trump shall} Probably Milton was the stronger hero. His
summon the nations of the earth before the bar | Saxon heart yielded never to complainings as
of God, and the righteons shall put on the § did that of the passionvte Florentine. Great
white robe of immortality.'—#ssk, 1—-—unconqucrnbly great above all his misfor-
| Here my meditations were interrapted by the  tunes, probably no braver heart ever throbbed
entrance of a [uneral train bearing to her long i within human form than that of John Milton,
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Defeated—disappointed—execrated—persecu- {refe:enc.e to Dante than to Milton. We trust,
ted, and shut out by Providence from the light | however, our meaning is obvious, and we will
even of common day—no murmur escapes his pursue our illustration no farther. That Mil-
lips—no despondence shades his godlike brow; / ton and Dante both suffered and suffered in-
he sits down in the everlasting night of all tensely the few incidents afforded us of their
but his own great soul ; lives furnish abundant testimony. That Dante
B AU el i wus the greater sufferer of the two can hard]
Of things inyvisible to mortal sight. % be questionable. Indeed, i tendency 5 ex{

Dante, on the other hand, after having man- ; aggeration bea psychological idiosyncracy (as

fully struggled, in the garb of a warrior, for his | e belieye it to be) of the imaginative mind

beloved Florence,~bunished at length, turns ! yj,q very grotesqueness of many of Dante’a,
back HpoD her his l-ongnlag gaze, and, for a mo-/ gonceptions would be sufficient proof of this,
ment his hf*““ f'mls. him;—he entreats—he | j¢ e knew nothing of his life at all. Much,
sends supplicatory epistles to the government; ‘ however, has been written—much more than
but wl'len the option ls,.at.]ast, afforded him of%we believe to be true, upon the subject of
i:etl..u'mng upon ignominious terms; he as’pante’s sufferings. Dante’s spirit was of a
indignantly refuses, as he had before earnestly | milder mould than Milton’s. It was more
entreated—he becomes a wanderer and a fu- human. True it was stern—yet sweet—

gitive—he flies to a lonely retreat to pour his ! ik

woes upon the lyre, still hoping that at some For wine and milk poured out in turn.”
future day, he shall return Milton, on the other hand, partook largely of
R R S el i the Pu.ritan character—of their inflexibility—
At his baptismal font shall claim the wreath sof their endurance—of their awful—we had
Due to the Poel’s teinples.” almost said, of their ludicrous gravity. We

Alas, this was denied him! At Ravenna in i feel under less restraint, therefore, with Dante
September 1321, Dante Alighieri died. It{than with Milton. The one is more our com-
was a singularly grand and awful conception | panion, the other more our teacher. The one
of these two sons of genius, to transfer their | sympathises with us as he shows us the “pro-
sufferings to verse, and call the wonderful em- | foundest horrors” of his revelation, or bids us
bodiment HELL! ? guze on its unutterable splendors. The other
We ought, perhaps, before speaking of the | has left this creation stark—solitary—sublime,
creations of Dante and Milton, to notice thegunder the blaze of his “gfeat Taskmaster’s
peculiar cast of mind of these Poets, as de~%eye.” We can chide some of Dante’s con-
rived from their every day life and opinions.— ! ceptions, because they are not so fearfully
But on this point, we regret that the materials | guarded;—over Milton’s work there is spread
before us are very insufficient. We have no !such a solemnity, that our fault finding would
good life of Milton; we have none of Dante. |seem unreal; as if one should laugh in the
We mean that we have none that is genuine | lonely aisle of some dim, vast and echoing ca-
and hearty. Johnson, it is true, has given us | thedral, and deem that the returning pulses of
a sketeh of Milton, but his facts and incidents  that laughter were the voices of Pucks and
are meagre, his criticisms heavy and dull.— ! spirits of mischief gibbering at the windows.
Macaulay has sent forth a lofty panygeric, but! But we turn to a more particalar notice of
still, to us, extremely unsatisfactory; and, in | the Poems under consideration. George Gil-
his history, his glance at English affairs im- | fillan has remarked that Milton is the synthe-
mediately preceding the Restoration, is too|sist, Dante the analyst of Hell. But that sin-
hurried to answer our purpose. Carlyle, by;gulnr]y perverse and partial critic has, we think,
his vindication of Cromwell, has done much ’elevated some portions of the “Paradise Lost”
to silence the enemies of Milton in regard to !to a rank which they do not deserve. He
his conduct during the administration of the f gives it, as his opinion, that the coming forth
Protector. Still, with us, the special and ego- | of the Messiah to destroy his enemies is the
tistical criticalities of such minds have but%most sublime passage in the Poem. If it be
little weight in deciding upon the phases of | the most sublime, it is, certainly, not the most
the higher order of imaginative genius.— ! remarkable. It willnot comparein originality
“Coleridge” some one has said truly, “died|of conception, much less in triumpbant execu-
fully qualified for the task’® of which we speak. ‘ tion, with the flight of Satan over chaos, or
But, perhaps, our remarks has more special ® his encounter witli sinand death at the gate
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of Hell. In fact, it is only an elimination of ' ly hurled as many miles aloft,—he treads tiie
the Poet’s—the materials were ready at his| “crude consistence,” and now lis gryphon Pe-
hand, The other two mentioned are ubsolute i gasus—half on foot—half flying,

creations. The most casnal reader of Milton] ~0%r hog, or steep—through strait, rongl, dense or rare,
who possesses ordinnry appreciative fuc,u]ties,é With head, hands, wings or feet, pursues bisway,
erntot fll af ubscrviug that his eyes were ! Andswims, or sinks, or wades, or eréeps, or flics."
anointed specially—we had almost said only It is dificult to conceive how thoroughly he
for the Infernal Vision, As soon as he has| a8 himself entered into the scene he has de-

finished his utterance of that awful npocatypse,gsgrihe‘j' until he unwittingly discloses the po-

and sung his song of deliverance from thc.{ etic process, by .h-is_song of deliveranc‘e, n‘ild
stygian gloom—1his tongue falters—he speaks that .hgrst O_F trmmpl_l. breaks fr_om _lns !Jps,
in the words of & man,—speaks, it is true, when h':f reaches. agat the blue empyrean—
grand words, but still mortal ones—such. as that loftiest hallelujah that ever fell from the

many another mortal who has lived might have lips o_r', mﬂn"f. .

: “Hail, holy Tizht! affspiing of heaven, first-horn;
spoken,—such as had any other mortal uttered [OF of 1o Eférnales otomal boan
them but he, the world would have forgotten. Mzy I expross thee unllawed? Sinee God i ight,
There is no use, that we can perceive, of dis- And never but in unapproached Iizht

. Bwell from Bternity, dwelt then in thee,
guising the fact of the melanchely failure of{ :

; Brizht éfiluence of bright essence incrente™ *
the last six books of the “Paradise Lost."—!  Thee Irevisit now, withbolder wing,

We mean, of course, comparative failure. We§ Eseaped thestyzian pool—thee T revisit safe,

do find in them, it is true, @ very seriptural and § s r“'ﬂ'u”' iy Iats ""_‘“ ’.“"‘1'- :
orthodox genesis of this world of ours—we W.ebehcve the majority of readers are dis-
Lave reported some very tender cocing between | ;Ppomted upon ﬁrst-tﬂklﬂg up the fnﬁ?rno:--
our primitive parents—we have an_account of | 105 hu-.v.c: bee‘-_‘ carrigd away by the whirlwind
the temptation of the woman; we are ready to Uf_M‘Im“ s Episode. The Pﬂ“ents-f'l_g"d“ﬂnﬂl‘
acknowledge that they contain many passages V5% o_f‘ Dante does not at first, strike favora-
of mfinite grace, beauty, and pathos; yet we bly. ‘His Hell must be entered—every compart-
do not like the transformation of Sutan—we | "C0¢ A Reevery Ll 59?_“"'3'3: before one
have no fancy for Milton’s conception of Adam ! €27 (0rm an idea of the vastiess = the terrors=
and Eve-—we relish not the every-day style of | the completencss of his conception. Milton’s

preaching of God’s angels; amd while we de- | Hell is an episode in his Poem, if one judges

precate any charge of irreverence that may be | by length. Dante is too mnch in earnest to

brought against us for the manner inwhich we | :e.gp&sodu;;[, Wc_efn;eanf md ma%’ied hf: Hell an
thus speak, we are still forced to give our pre-i ié’:eo e. beautilnl episodes, indeed, he does
ference to the opening of the strain. It was|, "SPEI"SD* SuBGEstvR of v‘o]um?s of touch-
to his deseription of Hell that Milton sum- lt;]g poetly,—-:[htLt ]m: I'I:“;Shl?ls st sub;ectt—
moned all his powers. It was for this vision é tol:: ‘:vai]t.g ‘:’:]c:;]‘: :‘22 I:i; rrol,:n :rﬁ::;:&ly ]&glul;
i \ ] 3 s
e s el e faithfully, his mission. Dante is in love with

and suffered. All he had ever seen—all hel ¢ : !
badovir hentl—all He had aver fait=—ml lit !ns, and manifests no desire to get through with

had ever conceived of wretchedness, hate, ma- lt'_ i Noi:!nng ;‘m exc.eed iz :Intensity t.he gul_ato
lignity, scorn, despair; all the personal ex- r'“’,"'"“’ ich the Italian “4 reases‘ !'umsett =
porience of the tiongest hearsthat everihw task. Never has been exhibited more

i fearful glee than that with which he executes

throbbed, he concentrated into that tremen-i _ :
dous, intense, consuming focus—Hell. We /!t e opens the wounds of the damned—he

cannot regard itin any other view than as .ifmpectg-m"mﬂ? their s.uﬁ'erings—he probes
a personal transfer.  He throws himself into, 0 the oLy heart.thelr wretchedness—ho
that fearful Pandemonium—he les himself|eaves theside of his mild fompaiion Virgil
upon that fiery lake—his own feet tread that | —Ie runs from circle to circle—from com-
burning marl—his own Satan, as it were, fnrf partment to compartment—-zfrutn gulf to gulf,
the time,—he bLears the thunderous noises,i to find some “‘3“"{0"“ of misery;—and though
“rout upon rout,” “confusion worse confoun-; Ne Shudders as his mortal Rsilre. Just et
ded,” and amidst them all { there can be no doubt that he is in love with
b e el st s ! his fearful work. He laughs—he grimaces—

e spreadds or fight, and in Ui sureing smoki, i he rolls out his tongue—he shouts! Every-

EEpRned, dpuens the grouid™—- fone e l|g|te[]-e\*er_l,’ ene who had, in 'thc
7 A « . x C ¥ 4
anon he drops “plumb down,” and is ag instant-* slightest degree, wronged Him, o lis country,

i
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or the churub-—lug,h or lcm-—nch or poor—ht_ is that nenther anrlel nor Mlchael are able
menial or sovereign Pontiff—he adjudges to {to overcome—and against him the whirlwind
punishment without the slightest compunc- {chariot of the Son of God, from the bosom of
tion, or the least remorse. Dante’s Inferno is, | Paternal Deity, rushes forth conquering and to
at the same time, the most horrible concep-;"conquer. But the Lucifer of Dante is kept
tion, the most rigidly unravelled maze of com- | studiously in the back ground. He is out of
plicated wo, and the bitterest satire the world | sight, but the Poet makes even his invisibility
ever saw. “The Vision of Judgment” cun-%impurt a nameless and an additional terror to
tains no such passage of stinging and utter ' his conception. He is out of sight, but you
derision as the description of that scene in { feel his power in every throb of that infernal
the eighth circle, where the spirit of one of‘ horror, as you feel the demon that drives on
the Popes, who is suffering torment for Simo-{ the whirlwind. Slowly—step by step—pain-
ny, mistakes Dante for Boniface VIII, whom  fully, from wretchednass to wretchedness—
he had been long expecting, but who was yet!from ruin to ruin does the Poet lead on—till
exercising his cursed Pontificate on Earth.— ! suddenly, when he had arrived at the lowest
It is wonderful to conceive how any solitary | depth of his Inferno—not dead nor yet alive,
human genius could invent such a variety of { but with simple power to a finger, he point ex-

torture, or weave such a web of misery as!

Dante’s Vision of Hell. Between the spirits

:cluims, “Lo! lo, Dis! Behold the Emperor of
i the realms of sorrow!”

who, in the first circle, simply lament and wail i And there, at mid-breast from the solid ice
hopelessly, because l.hey have done neither that binds and clumps the prisun of the
good nor evilin life, to those, who, in the last, { damned, his Lucifer arises, as hideous as he
receive on their naked bodies the showers of ' had been aforetime beautiful—three headed—
burning sand, or are ribbed about with solid ! weeping tearsof hloody foam—#flapping plume-
ice—every form of punishment is inflicted— | less sails such as never were outstretched
every appliance of terror used—every note of upon the vast, wide sea—wings that sent forth
agony is heard. ithree winds, which froze to its depth, at every
It is evident that the whole has been & per- ! blast, the river of Lamentation;—and when
sonal transfer. The struggle in the bosom of | he has brought the beholder to the awful cli-
the Poet passes over—his apocalypse is spo- | max, he mutters “all is seen.”
ken, and then breaks forth, too, his song of | To Milton and Dante was vouchsafed a vi-
deliverance. How beautiful isitin the sweet- {sion which few may expect to behold while
ness thereof! It is not so sublime as that of | here. They were smitten—they were afflicted
Milton, but it is infinitely more tender and ‘—.hey were disappointed—they were troubled
touching. jon every side, and when the agony of their
ugweet hue of Eastern saphire that was spread 2 burden became inBl]ppOl‘Lub]E they knelt and
O'er the sarana sSpect of the e airy { prayed, and lo! the heavens were opened unto
High up as the first circle—to mine eyes § 4
&  their mortal gaze, and—shall we dare to utter

Unwonted joy returned, soon as 1 "scaped
Forth from the atmosphere of deadly gloomn | it’—Hell before them had no covering.

That had mine eyes and bosom filled with grief; b
The radiant planet that 1o love invites ¢
Made all the orient laugh.™ ¢

* *® * * *

' And, now, the strong lesson which these
One point of contrast is very striking in the | two lives speak to us is one of hope and of
conception and execution of the two Poems | courage. True the conceptions of the Poems
under consideration. We refer to the man- ‘ we have considered are terrible ones, yet do
ner in which the principal character of each | they not triumphantly unfold to us what man
is introduced and treated—the Satan of Mil- | may suffer and endure—what he may see and
ton and the Lucifer of Dante. With Milton’s | know—how he may attain, even through his
Poem Satan is every thing. He is, as we | sorrow to the Life Everlasting?
have already said, for the time, himself. His’z We have, unconsciously, in our remarks ac-
place is ubiquity. In proper person he is be-| corded the palm to Dante. We have not
held at every angle of interest—in every scene | done it as a critic, we feel our incompetency
of sublimity. His voice is first in the high | for any such task. Wehave done it as a lover.
consult—his is the uncouth flight over chaos— He has affected us more. He has spoken
he scowls defiance on his Maker from his words of consolation in which we feel larger
throne on the Mountain of the congregation— sympathy. The fame of Dante is imperisha-

his is the confliet with the faithful Abdiel—he ble. Asa child of Genius—as a great crea-
4




b s =

250 THE PORT FOLIO.

tive prodigy—as the builder of a Poetic fabric
—the most unique—the most grand=<the most
terrible—the most complete that has ever been
fashioned by the hand of man, Dante must
ever live. In the heart of the melancholy and
the suffering scholar—in the affections of his
passionate countrymen, too, the name of Dante
must hold no second rank. And wherever, on
this wide earth, those tried and weary children
of Fancy—weary of feeling their loftiest im-
pulses checked; weary of disappointed schemes,
and hopes deferred, and weary of finding their
“thoughts that wander through eternity” com-
ing back to their bosoms with the dreadful
question, with which they sent them forth, un-

founder of Athens, down to nearly the time of
Alexander the Great. This marble slab,
which is commonly called the Chronicle of
Paros, was justly hailed as an important con-
tribution to Grecian history in the establish-
ment of dates before uncertain or unknown;
and the fragments of it, (for it was broken and
partly destroyed in the civil wars in the time
of Cromwell, thongh it had fortunately been
previously copied) are now preserved at the
University of Oxford. In like manner these
fossils or organic remains constitute the chron-
icle of the crust of our globe, telling us, es
the inscriptions on the marble, that the seve-
ral layers of which it is composed, were not

answered;—wherever these meet to pledge ¢ ereated simultaneously but successively; not

each other, once more, with solemn lips;—

§1'n a few years but in the lapse of vast cycles

there shall the proud—grand—suffering—tri- { of ages. The certainty that these animals and

umphant spirit of Dante be, bidding them
“faint not, but take courage.” Rest content,
immortal shade, with thy lofty apotheosis!

It only remains for us to lay all personal feel-
ing aside, and in common with all of kindred
name and of kindred blood, to regard one
name above thine on the scroll of Immortality.
The name of John Milton, belonging, az it
does, to that mighty race of men, who seem
destined, by the Creator, to spread their influ-
ence from shore to shore, and from sea to sea;
the name of John Milton, we say, who has

sung the soul of that indomitable race, must

E
%

vegetables must have existed at the surface be-
fore they were buried in the depths where they
are now found, prove, in the language of Cu-
vier, that our globe has not always had the
same external crust; that the layers which
comprise them have been undisturbedly de-
posited in a liquid; that their alterations have
corresponded with those of the liquid; that
their exposure was occasioned by the removal
of this liquid; and that these exposures have
taken place more than once. (Rev. of the
Globe.) They prove that ninety species of
quadrupeds have become extinct; and that there

maintain its rank above thine, so long as there i have been one and probably two successions of
shall remain a Saxon heart to feel when a Sax-é quadrupeds before that which now peoples the

on Poet shall sweep the lyre.

Geology.
Extract from a Lecture delivered in the Odd
Fellow's Hall, Nov. 1849,
By Naru’t Cross.
We know with what intense interest Geolo-

{ former ages the wonderful history of our glo’

i surface of the globe. They prove,too, I sup-

pose, beyond all controversy, that the ocean
once rolled its mighty waves over the place
where our city now stands.

Need we wonder then at the enthusiasm
the Geologist, who reads in these relics .

]

gists have of late years devoted themselves tog who looks through these symbols away back
the investigation of the different strata of the | into the primeval state to the first vestiges of
crust of the earth, and the organic remains% animal life, and then down through successive
which they contain. Now why is it that with : gradations, till he comes to those huge extinct
the acquisitiveness of the miser and the ama- { monsters whose bones excite our astonishment

tiveness of a lover, to speak phrenologicully,;fnr more than the famed wonders of Greece

are they seen, often with wonder, sometimes | and Rome?

with ridicule, collecting together and treasur-
ing up pieces of stone, which to our unprac-
ticed eyes appears unsightly and useless?
Some years ago an English nobleman, the
Earl of Arundel, procured from Smyrna a slab
of Parian Marble, covered with inscriptions,
which when examined proved to be a Chrono-
logical table of the principal events in Gre-
cian history from the arrival of Cecrops, the

But let us proceed to inquire whether this
science is justly obnoxious to the very serious
charge that has been brought against it, of
being hostile to Revelation—of giving results
that conflict with the Mosaie Cosmogony or
account of creation. It is a proposition so
evident that it may be considered an axiom,
that if the Bible and the Universe have one

tand the same author, the truths of the one can
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never conﬂlct mth Llnose of otlner They may i\\ ere brought into cxlatcnce, from the Zoo-
apparenily come in collision; but time and pa-: phytcs or half animal and half vegetable crea-
tient research and a wider collation of facts ! tures of the lowest strata, up to the monsters
will not fail in the end to bring nature and re- /of the diluvial formation, such as the mastodon
velation into the most perfect harmony with ; ; ~and the kindred animals. Because moreover
each other. (Bush.) <humnn fossil bones have never been found, the

In illustration of this trath, it may be statedgmiucnce is made and we think justly, that
that in the year 1615, a little more than two ! man must have made his appearance on the
centuries ago, the distingunished philosnpher,?curth subsequently to the life and death of
Gallileo, was cited before the Inquisition at { these races of animals and to their conversion
Rome, and, as is commonly believed, impris- { into  petrifactions. The Mosaic cosmogony
oned because he maintained the two following i is supposed by some to stand oppoesed to all
propositions: 1st. That the earth is not the : these deductions of the Geologist, and to teach
centre of the Universe, nor immovable but has | that this planet was created or first brought
a diurnal motion. 2d. That the sun is the ! into existence between 5000 and 6000 years
centre of the system, and has no local motion. | ago; that all living creatures that have ever
Nor was. he released from prison, till he re-i’in]mbitcd it, were created at or about the
nounced these opinions and promised not to |same time; and that consequently no race of
promulgate them in future. DBut Gul]ileu'séanimuls is older or but a few days older than
opinions, which then scemed to conflict with } man,

Revelation, are now so far from being con- !
sidered hostile to our faith, that they have al-

most become a part of the Christian’s creed.

Another fact has an important bearing on |
In the year |

the question under consideration.
1808, the I'rench Institute counted more than

80 theories that were hostile to Revelation, }

Now all that is necessary to vindicate the
sacred narrative on the one hand, and to re-
:,fmove on the other all prejudice against the
science of Geology, arising from its supposed
hostility to revelation, is to show that Moses
¢ does not, upon principles of fair interpretation,
necessarily teach either of these opinions,

not one of which has stood till now or deserves | neither that this globe is only 5000 or 6000
to be mentioned. The first step, it is beauti- { years old; nor that the animals that were
fully remarked by Wiseman, in the connexion : brought into existence on the fourth and fifth
of any science with Revelation, after it has;of the six days’ creation were its first inhabi-
passed through the tumultuous period of crude { tants. What then does he tell us? That at
conflicting theory, is, that if it gives no result | a certain period about 5000 or 6000 years ago,
adverse to Revelation—then it is found fre- | this globe on which we live underwent a very
quently toadd strong confirmation to the truths { remarkable revolution, by means of which it
of Revelation. This was the case with the’was rendered a suitable habitation for animated
science of Astronomy, as we have seen in the { beings; and that after this process of prepara-
instance of Gallileo mentioned above. Thcﬁ;l.ion had taken place, man and other animals
result was the same in the history of the two | were created, brought into existence by the
sciences that were considered in the former fiat of the Almighty, to possess and enjoy it;
part of this Lecture; and we think we shall not ! that the kouse, so to speak, was repaired and
fail to arrive at the same result in the science | refitted and furnished for the comfort and sus-
of Geology. {Lc-nancc of the new inhabitants that were to
According to Hebrew Chronology, it is only } occupy it, but not built new from the founda-
sbout 5850 years since the six days creation | tion.
took place; according to the septuagint or old-
est version between 6000 and 7000 years.—! We will now endeavor to show that the
The Geological objection, if we may use I.]u:- narrative of Moses is susceptible of this inter-
expression, arises from the real or supposed | pretation. There are several ways in which it
fact that the rocks, which compose the crust | is thought that this can be done. The six

3
;
{

of the earth, as indicated by the fossils they

contain, must have required a much longer pe- !

riod than either of the above in order to their

formation; that our globe must have been in-

' days creation, some suppose, denote six indefi-
nite periods, not six days of 24 hours each.—
Others suppose that the first verse of Genesis
refers to the original creation of the earth and

habited by numerous races of animals long!all the stars there designated by the term
Lefore the animals that now live on its surface { “heayen;” to their creation in the “beginning™

= i S
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—that is, to some time long antecedenl to the i dense, lhat the rays of lrght could not pene-
six days creation. If either of these oplmons trate them, and that consequently total dark-
appear satisfactory, as calculated to reconclle ' ness was upon the face of the earth and al-
the narrative and the truths of science, they though the sun then existed and poured forth
may be entertained; for our object is not so ' his beams in full effulgence beyond our atmos-
much to determine what the historian doessny, phere and upon the world, as he does now;
as what he does not say; not so much what he and that on the first day in obedience to the
does mean, as what he does not mean. Inthis command, “let there be light,” the atmosphere
respect there may be two or more theories = or firmament became so purified, that the sun’s
each of which shall reconcile the conflicting ‘ rays partially penetrated it, as on a cloudy day;
circumstances, and yet not constitute an ex- | that on the second and third, this rarefaction
ample of that kind of logic that refutes itself had been so far completed, that on the morn-
by proving too much. % ing of the fourth day, the full orbed sun burst
But the simplest and easiest method, as it forth in all its wonted splendor; a beautiful har-
appears to us, of reconciling the Mosaic nar- § mony is at once seen to exist in the narrative,
rative with the results of Geological science : and that the historian describes the scene as
is the foliowing. The best Hebrew scholars it would have appeared to a spectator situated
agree in the opinion that the word, translated , upon the earth.
“created” in the first verse of Genesis, means: And liere we may particularly allude to a
properly to “renovate” or “remodel;” and lhcy ; well known fact, that seems to render it pro-
give numerous instances of this use of the bable that this work of destruction and reno-
word in other parts of the sacred narrative.— ' vation, this extinguishing and revolutionising
If now we take the word “heaven” in the first | of worlds, and then lighting them up again,
verse in the sense given to it by Moses himself; may still be going on in different parts of the
in the eighth verse—“and God called the ﬁr-:: universe—viz: that stars which have been long
mament heaven,” as in accordance with just  known to exist in the heavens, have suddenly
rules of interpretation; and if by the word fir-  disappeared; while on the other hand new
mament be understood the atmosphere, as no-! ones, before unknown, have as suddenly made
body, it is presumed, will at this day deny, ' their appearance.
though it was once thought to be a kind of{ Now of the formations that constitute the
terra firma in midway air, and that the Garden | erust of our globe, the last or uppermost, ex-
of Eden might probably have been somewhere | ; cept the alluvial, is called the diluvial, and con-
up there—the first verse may be read thus:— tmm the huge bones of the mastodon, mega-
In the beginning, so far as regards the present lonix &e. This was the formation that imme-
inhabitants of the earth, God renovated or rc-s diately preceded the present state of the world.
modelled the earth. Then notice the remarka- | Here then the statement of the historian and
ble facts mentioned in the second verse, which | the researches of the geologist appear to har-
might indeed precede the first—the form[ess- monise in a very striking manner; the one an-
ness and voidness and darkness of the earth. | nouncing that at the time the present arrange-
Does not this language aptly represent what | ment of the earth beganto be formed, it was
we may suppose to have been the condition of | without form and void, covered with water,
our globe after it had undergone some great enveloped in darkness and destitute of all ani-
catastrophe? That condition in which it was:mnted beings; and the Geologist assuring us
and probably had lcng been, at the time the | that some great catastrophe must have taken
six days creation commenced. Then again,’ ; place at some time previous to the present ar-
that we may see how this interpretation hur-)ranuemem, and producing as his vouchers the
monises with the subsequent parts of the nar- hunre bones of the monsters that perished in
rative, observe that light was produced on the ' this catastrophe. The Geologist again be-
first day but that the sun did not make its np—’ lieves that all fossil organic remains are ante-
pearance till the fourth, and yet in the mean | . cedent to the creation of man; the non-exis-
time the evening and morning are spoken of | tence of human bones therefore among fossils,
as succeeding each other as they do now. If)which was for a long time deemed adverse to
now we suppose that the atmosphere had be-’ Revelation, must now be considered in perfect
come disorganized so that it destroyed all ani-| harmony with and even confirmatory of Reve-
mated beings; and at the beginning of the smi lation.
days work, was filled with dense vapors, so! It would appear then that if the Geologist
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bel:eves vast cycles of ages necessary for the unwelcome announcement of *Sail, ho" brcl\e

production of the several strata that compose \upon his ear.

the crust of the earth, and for the alternate! ‘Where away? he shouted up the compan-

production and destruction of the races of be-| 1on -way to Mr. Jones, the first mate who was

ings, which his fossils show to have inhabited | { officer of the watch.

it at different and successive periods;andif also! ‘Right off on the weather quarter, was the

he believes that no human organic remains ex- | reply

ist, as none have yet been found in any of! ‘What does she look like?

these strata; Moses does not stand in the way | ‘A large square-rigged vessel, sir, with eve-

of this belief; but if he says any thing that|ry-thing set that can draw, from royals down.

should be considered ashaving a bearing on | She looks like a man of war.’

the subject, it is all in confirmation of the re-g In a moment he was on deck with his glass,

sults of Geology. and there, plainly to be perceived in the dull
We have thus very briefly and lmperfectly grey of the morning, was a large ship, five or

noticed three of the modern sciences, if they | six miles to windward. Dropping the glass

may be so called that have given rise to much ; from his eye, after a momentary survey, he

and angry discussion, owing to their beanno-smmed to Mr. Jones.

upon subjects deeply interesting to man, viz:; ‘Well,sir, what do you think?”

the original unity of language, and of the hu-: ‘I think, sir, it is mighty suspicious.’

man species, and Geo]ogy_ We have Beenl ‘Suspicious' there is no suspicion about it.

that at one stage of their progress, like astron- | That is an English frigate as plain as the nose

omy, they each seemed to come in canﬂict; on your face; the very fellow that has chased us

with Revelation; then as they were further ;S0 often.’

prosecuted, they were found to give no results| ‘Ay, 2y, sir, there can be no doubt about it,’

adverse to it; and then we think they have returned Mr. Jones; ‘you see she has got the

fairly proved to be confirmatory of Revelation. ;1dent|cul brown fore-top-gallant-sail. She is

What then is the great lesson to be learned | coming along like a race horse.?

from all this? That the philosopher and the; ‘Ay,she’s got a fresh breath of wind; we

theologian, both honestly engaged, it is pre-islla” get it in & moment more, when I hope

sumed, in the investization of truth, should | the Atalanta (the name of the schooner) will

always be friends. That the book of Nature | show a little of her usual activity.’

and the book of Revelation, having the snme§ ‘Never doubtsir, the old girl can show her

allwise Being for their author, however much | heel to any thing in his Majesty’s service, and

they may appear at first to be opposed to each i we have tried this fellow too often not to know

other, will eventually always be found to agree. { his rate. To be sure, if we were up there to

¢ windward close-hauled, it would be a little

i i more easy, but as it is she can do it without
A Story of the Sea; an Exciting Sketch. ; stmmm'ry,

The wide ocean has been the theatre of! ¢Yes, she can do it easily enough, any way;
many proud and glorious victories, and of many | and as we have headed up long enough to be
a scene of exciting adventure which has re- | clear of the reef now, we will sail our course,
dounded to the glory of our gallanttars. The | Ease off’ her sheets, and set the square-sail.—
following spirited sketch is extracted from a{ We can afford to indulge that fellow in his
new work entitled Kaloolah, recently pub- | humor for studding-sails.’
lished by Geo. P. Putnam, of New York. «It; The Atalantafell of before the wind, bring-

is an account of a night encounter which thefmg the frigate nearly astern, a point of sail-"

writer’s father had with a British vessel on a{ing in which square-rigged vessels gé
voyage, in ‘war time,’ to Vera Cruz, after cer-{ have the advantage, but of no use in th
tain specie which had accumulated there.”— | sent case, as the schooner had the usual’qu
We think our readers will feel the same inter-; ity for vessels of her class, of sailing as we
est inits perusal that we did. Tt is one among | { before the wind as close hauled. In this way
many instances, of the skill and courage Q.i' they continued for some time, the Atalanta ra-
American seamen. ¢ pidly increasing the distance from the frigate,
«It was just at the break of day when my | when a sail to leward and ahead was announced.

father, tired out with the watchings of ananx-! In a few minutes it was ascertained imt she

erally

jous night, had retired to his berth, that the { looked like a man-of-war. Orders w iven
g

- -
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to brace up, bringing the schooner into her
original position, with the wind a-beam, the
new vessel to leeward,and the frigate to wind-
ward and a little astern.

Sail, ho!” shouted a look-out, for the third
time.

‘What another! Where away?

‘Dead ahead.’

“T'his is something more than we bargained
for, Mr. Jones.

‘Ay, sir; this is coming thicker and faster,
and considerable of it.’

‘If that chap ahead is a Johnny Bull, with
his teeth cut, we shall be in a regular fix.’

*Well, a fix it is then,’ said the captain, with
the glass to his eye; ‘he’s an Englishman, and
there’s at least three rows of teeth beneath
that mass of spars.’

The sun was now fairly up above the horizon,
dispersing by his warmth a slight haze, which
had obscured objects at a distance, and disclo-
sing two more sails, one on the starboard and
the other on the larboard bow.

‘We are in a nest of ’em, by Heaven!’ ex-
claimed the captain. ‘What do you think, Mr.
Jones?

‘A regular trap, sir; and I think the sooner
we turn tail and try to creep out the way we
got in the better.”

‘We never could do it. These two chaps
could rub us to chips between the muzzles of
their guns, without firing a shot.’

‘Well, then, captain, I'm really afraid thatit
is a gone case with us. Oh! if we were only
up there, (pointing to windward) we should be
gafe enough.’

‘Well, we must get there.’

¢It is impossible, sir!’

*Impossible or not, we must try, they can’t
do more than sink uvs. Take in the gaft-top-
sails! Haul aft the sheets! Luff!luffup! Let
her come to as close as she will lie!”

In an instant the schooner had altered her
course, heading up the wind in a direction ob-
liquely across the bows of the rapidly advan-
eing frigate.

“There; well all that!” exclaimed the cap-
i king the wheel into his own hands; ‘now
, go below, all of you! We shall catch a
grist or two of grape, and you may as well keep

under cover as much as you can.’

The two vessels were now rapidly approach-
ing each other, the frigate steadily pursued her
course, apparently confident that the prize was
withwr grasp, while the Atalanta, with the

luff o

r fore-sail shivering, was, In the ex-{any square-rigged vessel perfectly useless.

THE PORT FOLI1O.

R R A A A I o I A i P NP

pressive language of the sailor, “eating into
the wind” at a rate which put all the ealcula-
tions of her pursuer at fault. Soon she was
nearly athwart the fore-foot of the frigate, and
within musket shot.

A flash from the bow-port, and twenty-four
pound shot dashed up a cloud of foam beneath
the schooner’s bows. Inaninstantanother, ev-
idently aimed at her, passed a few fect astern;
and in a moment more the frigate braced sharp
up, and let fly all the guns she could bring to
bear. This maneuvre lessened her headway,
and before she could repeat the discharge the
schooner had got so far up to windward as to be
out of range of her lee-broadside.

Although unable to hold her wind with the
schooner, and rapidly falling off to leeward,
the frigate advanced through the water with a
velocity that soon brought her close to on the
lee-quarter of the Atalanta. Falling on a
littie—which, while it made her lose ground,
cnabled her to open her weather broadside—
she sent forth a storm of shot, which at first
hurled harmlessly over the little craft. Again
and again it came, but with better aim, envel-
oping her in a shower of grape, riddling her
sails which were fortunately new and strong,
and tearing the splinters from her bulwarks,
masts and booms; but still not an essential
rope was cut, or a spar materially injured, while
each instance the distance between the two
vessels was increasing.

“You are hit!” exclaimed Mr. Jones to the
captain, observing his left hand drop from the
wheel, shattered by a grape shot.

‘Ready about!’ was the only reply, shouted
in a tone which brought the sailors instantly
to the deck. ‘In a few minutes more we shall
be within shooting distance of the ether fellow
ahead.’

‘Down with the helm, Mr. Jones!

‘Helm’s a-lee!’

The jib-sheets were loosened, and the schoon-
er came up, fore-reaching when in the eye of
the wind, at the rate of three or four miles the
hour, and then falling off upon the other tack,
in a direction contrary to that the frigate was
pursuing. Following the example, the frigate
also tacked; but it took it much longer, and
when she came round and gathered the head-
éway she had lost, the Atalanta was more than
{amile off, hugging the wind with a closeness,
land tenacity peculiar to fore-and-aft clippers,
§:md chopping her way up to windward, after a
af‘aushiol.'x that would have rendered pursuit by
A
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shot from the frigate’s bow chaser, sunl\, its
force quite spent, a few feet astern.

‘Hurrah! shouted the mate, unable any lon- |
ger to control the pent-up excitement of the
chase, ‘Hurrah!? and swinging his cap round |
his head, he gave it a shie over the lee quarter.

‘Hurrah!” echoed the crew, with responsive
enthusiasm, and imitating the monkeys in the
well known story of the sailor and his caps, !
they followed the example of their officer, and
in an instant a dozen tarpaulins were floating
in the wake astern. Whether the English-
man fished any of them up as he came by, is |
not known; but at any rate, it was his only'
chance for a prize. At day break the next
morning the frigate was no where to be seen, |
and the schooner and cargo, without any fur-}
ther adventure, arrived in safety in New York. g
§

The Memnonium.
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' world ever give hopc ol‘ ndvancement, \'-lnlc

. such passions and their rewards mark distinc-

tion among the race? Sesostris conquered In-

¢ dia, Napier the Scinde, and Russia the Hun-

garians. Itis all the same; whether India,
China, or Mexico;—a bas-relief, a painting, a
statue—the conqueror sitting in “glory,” the
vietim handcuffed at his feet, a priest of Troth,
or Isis, writing his victories on the tree, a Con-

' gress passing a “vote of thanks,” an assembly
i “decreeing that he has deserved well of his
i country,” a Parliament feeing a poet laureate,

or a Queen giving a baronetey, earldom, or the

fﬂ'arter; it is all the same;—this is that “glory,”
; which those who think of a Howard, in his la-

bors of love, view as only the blood of history’s
shambles. g

How beautiful to stand at sunrise before the
statue of Memnon! Your fancies are so rich,
and you can find music in your soul there at

What a beautiful architectural wreck is that } such an hour, if none come from Memnon.—
magnificent pile the Memnonium! From | { Here you see,—leaping from your horse’s sad-
the majestic portal that faces the statues of !dle upon the pedestal,—the testimonies of the
Memnon and the Nile, through its whole ex- 1ndy friends of Hadrian, and many travellers,
tent, till you reach the lofty rock entrance in : in Greek and Latin, who heard the voice.—
the rear; from the battles to the victories; | Perhaps you modestly cut a letter of your own
they tell of triumphs that put to shame Napo- ; name on the calf of the leg; perhaps, like Sir
leon, and show the ridiculous vanity of a con- |  Gardner Wilkinson, you have the courage to
queror, whose energy claims admiration, but | chmb to the breast, to see the rock where the
whose cruelty and vanity are but ill redeemed pnest concealed himself who kept up the sound
by such beautiful art. Do the noble Colossus, ; and the rock which sounds like struck brass.
in its breadth excelling the height of four or- | I contented myself with striking the leg, and
dinary men; the seiges,the astronomical figures, | fancying it had a ringing sound; but that is

which tell the date, 1322 B. C.;

? -
the offerings | mere moonshine, for

to Mendes; the six courts and richly sculptured |

“Hushed is that strain;"”

chambers; the remains of 200 columns which | and Memnon’s music but lives in the poetry
once stood here, some of which still stand, and | that in ev ery age had been written upon its
others adorn the museums and gallereries of ! note. Strabo, Alius Gallus, and Diodorus,
the world; the erumbling Propylon, of which | i were happy men, and they were not like us
two hundred feet are still entire; the Dromos, from America, who came further and fared
or Portico; the Osiris Court, and its statues | worse.

of the god with crossed sceptre; the basalticg The usual ideas come up here—the time-
figures and gigantic statues of Sesostris; the i worn statues; what kingdoms have they out-
Pronacs, the Great Hall, with its nine COHI-:lwed defying time and the Persian destroyer!
partments, its mythological processions, its ufJCuntmenta have been settled from bound to
ferings to the Theban Triad, its chambers with | ¢ bound; worlds discovered, civilized, ruined—-
the buddmn-lot.us capitals, its ark processions ! { still they stand historians of the ages and the
of the priests, its ceiling of stars and astro-{@ons. Coming from a land which has in no
nomical processions and sacred boats, sacred | fabric, at least that I have seen, a stone or
birds, winged globe, crocodiles; Nepthis, and | timber that belonged not to a quarry or forest
the mysterious emblems of the Hierophants: | } Li:ree hundred years ago, the very idea of these
—do all these at all redeem the vanity or cru- | statues made my soul widen, and my imagina-

elty of the great hero, who has been so often !
historied! Such was the vanity of the con-:
quest then, such the animal pursuit of war,
such the beastly triumph of victory® Will the

tion stretch so, to think they were of time and
history, and yet only half of time; and this is
earth’s history: and then I thought of the
world’s stars and their histories; and then §
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. on the 3d inst., and elected
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thought uf ion lunn- agone crcatlon———and } ma for ﬁve years Al] the proposed amend-
then etermly—-—nnd God! And Memnon’s mu—: ments to the Constitution were rejected. The
sic then seemed spheral music, for it brought { committee on work is hereafter to consist . of
me to God by conclusion and comparison; and | five instead of three members; the Grand Lec-
I was never satisfied till I stood before the sta-| turer being excluded from that committee.—
tue of Memnon: and now asI sat on my horse, The sum of fwo hundred and Jifty dollars was
and thought what it had been there, and oft | { appropriated to the Washington Monument,
since in my mind, low whisperings came to my | and two hundred dollars to Rising Sun Lodge,
soul, i whose house had been destroyed by fire. At
Shap Tnmodalack { this meeting 105 Lodges were represented, 24
:rl"j:\:’r;:‘;:;l‘l‘:r'e‘:l‘ll':;y PR Te of which were under dlspensatlon, and the ut-

And heard its mighty waters rolling evermore," { most hﬂl’mﬂﬂy prevailed. P. G. M. Sam’l

And standing here, we can picture to our- { Houston of Texas honored us with his pre-

selves more thau elsewhere the grandeur of sence, and stated among other things, that he
ancient Thebes, with her hundred gates; she | ! had never beflore seen so large an assembly of
who sent forward to the Trojan war the hosts | Masons.
of the “nigrantis Memnonis.”
Here stood the two statues at the entrance
to a grand court of statues, that extended to] -
the Memnoninum under the mountain. The Royal Arch Diplomas.
whole plain to the mountain has fragments of{ We have received from Comp.’S. K. GrasT
statues, all lying in a line. of Louisville Ky. a specimen of a Royal Arch
And the road to the river, where lies our! Deploma just published by him. It is“got up”
boat, and over which we are just to spur ours in a beautiful style; is handsomely engraved,
horses, had, doubtless, another court. 'This|and the figures and emblems are tastefully and
was the royal street of Thebes, mentioned mx_]udluoualy arranged. Royal Arch Chapters
the papyri of ancient Thebes. What was; would do well to avail themselves of the op-
this in the time of Osiren and Memnon! What  portunity of supplying themselves. Orders
a field of buildings and temples you looked | addressed to 8. K. Grast Louisville, will be
over towards the palace of the descendants oi. attended to; or, if preferred, such orders may
Rameses and Sesostris, now the ruins of Me-; be sent through the Editor of the Port Folio.
dinet Habou! How gloriously rode the tri-{ Comp. Grant, has, however, neglected to in-
umphing kings along that royal way, as they ? form us the price.
returned from the conquests! How many an-f — -

swering sounds around met Memnon’s music; TERMS OF THE PORT FOLIO.

at the morning light! How desolate the plmn, The price is Two DoLLARS per year, paya-

now! How many ages of desolation since | ble 1N ADVANCE, either by remittance to the

then!—Voyage up the Nile. 3 Editor by mail at his risque, or by payment to
2 !an agent. In consequence of the expense

TR i i dlfﬁ(‘nlty of collecting small sums at a dis-

e T e e — T T — | tance, the advance payment will, in all cases

Rocepaie, Randolph co. Ala. i be required.
Dec. 27, 1849, The Masters and Secretaries of Lodges are

3 respectlully requested to act as agents in ex-
Dzar S 4x0 BROXASE: g tending the circulation of the Port Folio, and
** Qur Grand Lodge, which met | for their services a commission of 10 per cent
will be allowed. A club of five or ten sub-

M. M. Rvrus GrEENE, Grand Master. geribers who remit the money to the Editor
B W. Wirtisk Hewixee bach i will be allowed a discount of 10 per cent.
. . ] Py Ay « Ur. .

i W. TANNEHILL.
4 Wwu. C. Pexrick, S. G. W.

Tuo’s Bracs, J. G. W.
Hartwerr H. Browy, G. Chap. | WANTED. -
N. E. Bexsox, G. Treas’r. Fifty copies of the first number of the first
Amanp P. PristeRr, G. Sec'y. ‘ volume of the Port Folio (July 1847) for which
The Grand Lodge refused to district the | we will pay 23cts a copy. Any of our sub-
State and elected Janes M. Brapice, Grand ! scribers who do not-intend to bind the work
Lecturer. The surplus fund they loaned to!will confer a faver by sending to us that num-
the Masonic Institutions of Dayton and Sel-' ber.

Yours fraternally,
F.M.P.

Fa
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