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TO
EARL GREY,

On the rﬂ:d-qf change of
Ministry.

London, Nev, 22, 19%0,
My Lowrp,

This is the fourth time, within
my political life, that an oppor-
tagity has been offered your
Lordship for totally destroying
the power of the Pitt-faction and
system ; that accursed system,
under which the country has, at
last, arrived at a state of misery,
such as ne country on earth ever
%iefore was placed in. Petitions
are now again preparing, in
some parts of the kingdom, pray-
ing the king lo dismiss his pre-
sent ministers. My opinion is,
that those petitions will be un-
availing. Nay, my opinion is,
that, as things now stand, it is
the duty of the people to ab-
stain from presenling, or en-
couraging such petitions ; the
reasons for which opinion it is
my intention now to lay before
the public, under the form of

a Letter, addressed to your Lord-
ship, whom, I am convinced, the
publie voice places at the head
of these who could possibly be
thought of as fit to manage the
nation's affairs, and to save the
conntry from a turbulent revo-
Intion.

It is a eurions spectacle to
behold a ministry, defeated, de-
spised, abhorred, by the great
body of the people, sitting=as
iquietly and as secuarely in their
places, as if they were com-
pletely triomphant and were
universally respected and be-
loved. Yet, this spectacle is
not more curions, than the thing
is matoral, when we come io
consider the causes that have
been, and are, at work, to pro-
‘duce it. 'Those who wish te
supplant the ministgrs, and, at
the same time, wish to walk in
theirsteps, allege the enormoug
power of the Crown as the eause,
That these persons are foolish
or insincere, must be evident
now at sny rate, when that
power has been alretched to ils
utmost, and yet bas been in-
sufficient to accomplish an ob-
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jeet, as dear, if not dearer, to
the Crown, than any one ever
aimgd at since the kingly office
was known in England. With
such striking proof of the con-
trary before their eyes, such
persons must be tnsineere, when
they ascribe the present security
of the ministers to the power of
the Crown. Indeed, they know
better: they know the real
causes ; but, they try to disguise
them from themselves, thioking
that they thereby disguise them
from others.

In order to come at a fair
view of those caunses, we must
go back to the state of things at
the time of the Queen’s arrival
in June last. The case of her
Majesty has been, and is, a mat-
ter of great importance. It must
be considered as a great inci-
dent; bat, still, it is no more
than an incident, in the grand
drama, the close of which will
infallibly be the total destruc-
tion of the Pitt-system, either
by gentle or violent means.

The Queen’s arrival, while it
did indeed create an embarrass-
ment to the ministers, relieved
them from sundry other embar-
rassments. It drowned the howl-
ings of the farmers, merchants
and manufacturers ; and, it put

a stop, fora while, to the schem- |
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ing of those loan-jobbers and
stock-holders, whose projects
simed directly at a division of
the lands. That blister, Mr.
Peec’s Bire, which, by the by,
seems to have condemned its
author to eternal silence ; that
blister upon the back of the
country, had produced the com-
mencement of its natural effects.
T'he Siz Aets had only tended
to make the bitterness of the

people more bitter; and, though
the scaffold was yet streaming
with blood, and the open and
impudent avowal of the Spy-
system yet sounded in our ears,
the people of this whole king-
dom beheld that system with
abhorrence. Never was there
a greater error than to suppose,
that those feclings were con-
fined to a few, and those few
nothing but rabble. They were
‘the feelings of the people in
general.

But, the great circumstance
of all, was, that state of the
currency which was produced
by Mr. Peel’s Ball. This mea-
sure was, and is, proceeding,
with regular and unrelenting
step, to produce the total ruin
of all farmers and traders, and
to reduce their workmen to
starvation. “ Loyalty ™
been a very current coin,

has

No-
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thing has had a more glib cir-
culation, [t has been a’ pass-
port to an immense mass of
knavery and cruelty. But, “the
effects of this measure were too
much even for “ loyalty” to
enduare. ‘Accordingly we have
now heard crying out for “ a
change of sysiem,” the very
ruffians who exulted at the
slaughtering of the people at
Manchester !

When I received, on the
other side of the Atlantic, the
newspapers, containing an ac-
count of the passing of that
Bill, 1 hastily ran my eye over
the columns to discover what
you had said upon the snbject;
and, I was happy to perceive,
that, if the vole was unanimous,
there was, at least, your opt-
nion standing on record against
it. Thave not the debates now
before me ; but, I well remem-
ber the doubts you expressed,
and the opinion you gave.—
Whether Lord King spoke
upon the subject I do not recol-
lect ; but, I am sure he must
have joined you in sentiment.
From that moment [ was satis-
fied, that, if it were yet possi-
ble to save the country from con-
fusion by a change in the minis-
try, your Lordship must be at
the head of the new cabinet.

NovEMBER 25, lﬂ'm
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Great, therefore, as are the re-
céntly-acquired claims of your
Lordship on our confidence;
grateful as the nation feels for
your exertions in the cause of
the Queen, to which exertions
next after those of the whole
of the people, her Majesty cer-
tainly owes her triumph ; still,
in the minds of all those, who
reflect on the real causes of the
nation’s miseries, your conduct
with regard to Mr. Peel’s Bill,
constitutes a stronger claim.

It is in the matters connected
with this Bill that we see the
great difficulties of the coun-
try. How vain have proved all
the hopes and expectations of
the two Houses, who unani-
mously voted for that Bill}
Could it be any thing short of
ideoey, which anticipated no-
thing more than temporary dis-
tress from that measure ! From
a measure which must necessa-
rily go on producing more and
more misery for four years, and
must then fix the misery for
ever ! This necessity was so ob-
vious, that the dullest eyes of
the most_ illiterate and inexpe-
rienced could pereeive. it; and
yet, at the instance of the saucy
son of froth; at the instance,
and almost at the command, of

an upstart pl;m[la‘;', the aristo-
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eracy of England unanimously
wtud their estates into the
hmd.s of Iuln-jnhhﬂm stock-
Im}der:, and the other vermin
of 'Change-Alley ; while, by
the same vote, they awarded
ruin and starvation to the far-
ﬁ;er. the tradesman, the jour-
hqgman and the labourer!
Your Lordship will not have
forgotten the hopes beld out by
#M'dl Liverpool and Castle-
h at the commencement of
lhe Banishment-Act Session.
The evil was to be but lempo-
rary, and one reason was, that
there was distress in America,
and that our distress arose part-
l]r out of that, and, as that
would be only temporary, ours
would be only temporary! 1
took nqmmn instantly to show
how fallacious this was; and
now we find, or, at Jeast, 1|
know, that this American dis-
tress, as they called it, has been
regularly inereasing, and must
become permanent. The fact
is, and who, except those wise
ministers, did not foresee it, the
paper-money in America was
reduced mn quantily by Mr.
Peel’s Bill! Lords Liverpool
and Castlereagh, and their pro-
found colleague, Mr. Canning,
will not be able o perceive how,
perhaps ; but this was the fact.

To EanL Grey.

Prices fell, of course; and, of
course, there-was less money lo
lay out on Enghsh goods.—
Whether the Americans will re-
sort to a reduciion of exrpense,
to leans in timée of peace, to tn-
ternal direel taxes, or to a re-
duction of the interest of thewr
debt, 1 cannot say. To one of
these they must resort; and, as
I love the people of America,
God preserve them from the
third ; for, that it would, in a
few years, break up the Union,
l am as certain as that | am in
existence, The first is hardly
practicable ; the sceond would
only put off the evil day, and
tend to enslave the people; and
the fourth, while it is perfectly
Just in itself, is the only remedy
free from danger. In 1816,
when the * National Bank”
was established with a view of
giving what was called solidity
to the paper-system, I, in an
essay addressed to them, warn-
ed the Americans of their dan-
ger. I never met with a well-
informed man in that country,
who did not lament that my
advice had been rejected; and
who did not anticipate the con-
sequences that bhave now. ar-
rived.

This is no digression, my

Lord, '_l'l_Ies-u; matters, though
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they exist on the other side of
the ocean, are closely connected
with our most important con-
cerns. They shew how vision-
ary were all those hopes which
our Ministers built upon what
they called *‘ the relurning
“ progperity of America;” and
they form an admirable illustra-
tion of the futility of all the no-
tions that produced the mea-
sure, which is now grinding the
landholder and all the industri-
ous classes in this kingdom lo
dust.

Here, then, my Lord, is the
first obstacle to the turning out
of the Ministers! What succes-
sar, who is worthy of public
confidence, will undertake to
carry Mr. Peel’s Bill into effect !
That is to say, will undertake to
cause the total ruin of all fafm-
ers and people in trade, and to
reduce the labouring partol the
people to banditli, prowling
about for food ? And yet, whois
bold enough to propose to re-
duce the interest of the Debt?
That this must be done, af last,
1 know ; but, the shufling, the
evasion, the false pretences, the
feigned candour, the mlsr_-mhle
cowardice that would prevail,

even amongst those who msh-lmutrtct thern as

ed the measure to be nduptad
are quité enongh fo miake the
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boldest man living shrink from
making the preposition with no
other than such support. -
Therefore, before any one
blame yon, my Lord, for not
doing what some have called
your “ duty ;”* that is, standing
forward to oust these Ministers,
let that man declare explicifly,
that Ae, at any rate, is ready to
support you in reducing the in-
terest of the Debl; and not,
that he is ready to support yon
in carrying on the Pift-Systém,
which is, in fact, only promising
to assist in dragging you through

(every species of mortification

und disgtace. It would be
pretty support, indeed, that
your Lordship would receive
from Alexander Baring, John
Maberly, Pascoe Grenfell, and
Divid Ricardo! Some author
asks: ** what must the p'-rl'eail:pﬁ
“ where a monkey is'the God P
And I ask: whal musl'. tine
minister be, where a slock-job-
ber is * the Oracle?” Pmttj'
support, indeed, would thnt be
which would be given 'I:_vn set
of Lords and nuun'lr_-,r genl].’e-.
men, who cuuld call ‘in Barin
and Gladstaines and Rnlhsc}nﬂd_
'and Ricirdo and Goldsmidt ¢ In,
to ihe i:un-,
ditions, upon which t.he\r were,
in fulure, to !Jolcl their estates,
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and who, upon the recommenda- | They labour in vain. They will
tion of such men, coyld actually | never produce this conviction.
pass a law, which, if it were| They will never make us be-
carried into full effect, wnuld|1i.a‘lfn, that @ spy-system under
completely ~ disinherit their another man would be any thing
children! The bare thought of} better than a spy-system under
having to encounter suppori Sidmouth; or that starvation
like this, is enough to make a|under Mr. Maberly would be
statesman, who has character|any better than starvation under
left, fice from Whitehall, not|Mr. Vansittart; two gentlemen
only to Northumberland, but, if| who appear to have been form-
necessary, to the ends of the|ed by nature to be rivals in
earth. every thing. Your lordship
Here, then, in this one cir-|would make a very pretty
cumstance, there is sufficient to | figure with Mr. Maberly for
deter any man, who has a cha-|your Chancellor of the Exche-
-racter to lose, from becoming|quer. And yet, without a
either the head, or a member, change of system, he would do
of a new ministry, It is not{for the office as well as any
now, as it was forty years ago, | one else. -
a change of men and of some| It is a great deal worse than
particular measures, that are|useless to attempt any change
wanted, leaving the main prin-| of Ministry without a resolu-
ciples of governing the same.| tion to encounter and overcome
Itis a change of system that is|this monster of paper-money,
wanted; and, for such a change | which is devouring the nation
those who call themselves piece by piece, and which must,
opposition people are by no|if not encountered and over-
means prepared. On the con- | come, plunge it into utter con-
trary, they have hitherto ap-|fusion. There is besides, and
peared as anxious to uphold | of much about equal magnitude,
the present system as the|the great question of Parlia-
Ministers themselves; and the mentary Reform. There are
point they labour at, is, o con- |numerous minor matters which
vince us, that they (wise gen-|must be attended to, and with
tlemen) would carry the sys-|regard to whichthe system must
tem onin a belter manner.— be totally reversed; but there
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is this great question of Par-
liamentary Reform, without a
decision of which, and, indeed,
without the making of Reform
in some shape or other, any
new Ministry would be a thou-
sand times more odious than
the present.

And here let me beg your
lordship not to take upon trust
those who represent the Reform-
ers fo be a mere disaffected
Jew ; alow and deluded crew,
It may very well suit the
purposes of such men as
Lord Liverpool, Lord Sidmouth,
Lord Castlereagh and Mr. Can-
ning thus to represent them ;
and, without any extraordinary
degree of penetration, one may
discover reasons for Mr. Scar-
lett, Sir James Mackintosh, Mr.
Baring, Mr. Ricardo, Mr. Pas-
coe Grenfell and others who
are ranged on what is called
the opposition side, represent-
ing ws in the same light. One
can easily discover very good
reasons for this; but it would
now be willul blindness to affect

to belicve such representations ; [

sceing that the guestion relating
to her Majesty the Queen, has
in its progress so clearly demon-
strated the contrary.

The Reformers have so long
been called a despicable rabble,

NovEMBER 25, 1820,
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or, at best, a deladed herd,
that some men really seem to
have believed the represenla-
tion to be troe. His Majesty,
for instance, does, 1 dare say,
look uvpon them in this dighty
and the borongh-holders have,
from their desire not to believe.
the truth, enterfained with re-
gard to them thesame opinion.
It has been imagined that the
nick-name of Radieal has re-
presented nothing more than a
pitiful faction, partly knaves,
and partly visionary fools. To
be sure the lie direct was given
to this idea by'the assertion of
the absolule necessity of aug-
menting the military force in
the amount of ten thousand
men; by the erection of new
barracks ; by the passing of the
dungeon law in 1817; by the
issuing of Sidmouth’s circular;
by the passing of the Six Aels ;
and by all the prosecutions and
sentences agninsl persons de-
nomipated Radicals. It was no
triling matter to adopt mea-
sures like these: and their
adoption clearly proved the
stupid folly of every ome that
could be made to believe Lhat
the Reformers were n contempl-
ible faction,

Itis very true, indeed, that,
as to onlward appearances, the
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cause of Reformn was heartily |
espoused by few persons, com-
paratively speaking, otber than
those of the labouring classes.
Bot, when was it otherwise?
When were not those, who had
lesst to tose, the foremost in
openly espousing a public cause !
How strikingly was this exem-
plified on the arrival of her
Majesty! But of this I will
speak hereafter, ‘There is a
reason, my lord, in the nature
of things, why the labouring
classes should sland jforemiosi
in every sueh struggle. There
is & besutiful passage, applica-
ble to this subject, in Rouisseau’s
Sosial Compact, the precise
words of which I do not recol-
lect, bot 1 dare say your lord-
ship does; and they are really
worth turning to at this time.
He is speaking of the degrees
of dependence in society, He
shews that there is no class so
independent as that, which
relies for its well-being on the
gweat of it’s brow ; and even
as to this class he prefers the
artizan before the labourer in
the, fields. His reasons are so
solid, so incontrovertible, and
so teue, that they have always
been present in my mind, when-
ever it hes been drawn to suly

To EarL GrEy

jects of this uature. The obe

i ]

servation of my whole life,
which has afforded, by the bve,
no small scope for observation
of this kind, has fully confirmed
this doctrine of that celebrated
writer. It is with the com-
mon, the labouring artizan that
all great revolutions have be-
gun, and that all great amd
salutary reforms have originat-
ed; that is to say, that the
overt dcts have originated, by
which those reforms have been
finally accomplished.

Therefore, it s to deceive
one’s-sell to suppose thata chuse
i bad or weak, merely be-
cause it be not epenly espoused
by the great and the rich, and
even not by the middling classes -
of the community. Ustil a
country arrives at actual military
despotism these latter are the
classes which finally decide all
great guestions ; but we are not
to conclude, that, beeause we
do not see these classes in open
achivily, they are unconcerned
spectators ; and much less are
we to conclude thut they are
hostile to n cause openly es-
poused by none but the labour-
ing chsses, The farmer is ge-
nerally a fenant; the trades-
man has his opulent eustomers,
and he is known to those cus- -
tomers. He is also a tenan?
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- ninely-nine times out of a hwn-
dred. The waggon master and
voach master are knovin to those
who. have money to hire wag-
gons and to ride in coaches
The inn-keeper is known to
those who have money to ride
in chaises and to eat and sleep
at his honse. Every ale-housé
keeper is dependent on the ab-
solute will of the Magistrates
for his hieence. In our misera-
ble state of things there are the
discounts by the Bank and by
Bankers, While every man who
has a farm in his possession; ot
~ who rents a house of any thing
of value, isin some degree under
the beck of the tax-gatherer.
Think, my lord, of the de-
pendence ereated by the raising
and the expending of fifty mil-
lions of taxes every year; and
of more than four millions more
of taxes actually divided amongst
the tax-gatherers themselyes!
Think of the workings of this
immense mass of influence ; and
you will find that it is next to
impossible that any man in the
middle classes of society ean
think himself wholly safe in
openly espousing any cause to
which the government is hostile.

Therefore it is that the Re-
formers have, to ouwtward ap-

pearance, consisted of few per-

26, 1520, 1200
Lsons fhot of the In!ﬂlﬁng
classes. But, foolish indeed,

are thosd who suppese that the -
middle classes do not wish for a
Reform of the Parliament—
These are miillions, indeed, Wwho
huve been afrdid to aét with the
Radicals ; but these millions
have not acted ogainst them.
Their fears hnve made them
stand dloofl, and content thein-
selves with wishifig us smos
cess, Thiey have not acted as
Radicals ; but they will not act
to turni out the Ministers for
any thing &hort of Reform !
They have been made afriid
openly to jdin ¥ ; bot nothing
will induce them openly to join
aby body of men who persist in
refusing s Reform altogether,
Lord Liverpool said (at the be<
ginning of the present session,
I think it was), that there Was &
great mast of disaffection exs
isting in the countty; bat thal
the middle clusses were perfectly
sound, Does he think them
sound now ! Perbaps he may
have changed his opinion, but,
then, what becomes of thit so-
curity which he acknowledied
rested solely upon that sound-
ness !

Itis truly ¢urious, my lord, Lé
ohserve tire progtess of the de-
velopementolpublicopinion with
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regard to the case of her Majesty
the Queen ; and the gradual and
regular increase of that popular
countendnce and support, which
(though 1 never leave out of
sight the able speech of your
lordship) was the rock of her
Majesty’s salvation. Iwitnessed
her arrival in London in a mi-
serable half broken down car-
riage covered wilh dust, fel-
lowed by a post chaise and
a calash ; the whole exhibiting
all the marks of poverty, out-
cast misery and wretchedness.
I saw the members of the House
of Commons and the House of
Lords, who were walking up
Parliament-street and Whitehall,
as she scrambled along amidst
the mud earis and drays, over
that very bed of gravel, which
had that morning been laid 1o
render the motion of her hus-
band’s state carriage to the
House of Lords, soft and easy;
1 saw the faces of those noble-
men and gentlemen at that mo-
ment; and lendeavoured in vain
to read in their features inward
feelings such as I thought ought
to have existed in their bosoms.
I was close behind her, too,
when she passed the house in
Si. James's-street, the rendez-
vous of those who arc called the
opposition. Many of them were

To EarnL Grey.
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assembled on the balcony. They
did, indeed, slowly take off their
hats ; but they hung down their
heads at the same time, and
seemed ashamed that they
yielded this ordinary mmrk of
respect at the command of those
who are denominated the rab-
ble, and whom Castlereagh has
called the basest populace. At
Shooter’s Hill one, and only
one private carriage, and that
a tradesman’s, atiended to meet
her Majesty. Before she reached
London, there were many post
chaises and hackney coaches,
and a considerable body of
tradesmen on horseback; but
the far greater part of the car-
riages consisted of carts, of one
deseription and another; while
the persons assembled at various
places to greet her, consisted
almost entirely of labourers and
artizans and their wives and
children. This was the deserip-
tion of the body that surrounded
her when she alighted in South
Andley-street ; and this was the
description of that immense
multitode that surrounded bher in
Portman-street, while the depn-
tation from the House of Com-
mons were presenting to her
a paper intending to get her
out of the country:; this was
the deseription of that mulii-



tude, who, while the deputation
was in the house, made the air
ring with the cry of, “ turn
them out! turn them out!”
This was the description of that
multitede, from whose indigna-
tion the depulation escaped by
leaping all four into the same
carriage, into the doors of which
the epittle actually flew like the
balls of an extensive battery all
directed to one single point.

From that moment, when
“ Castlereagh’a basest populace”
gave the wisest udvice that ever
was given to haman being,
her Majesty has been rising in
the love and admiration of the
whole nation; and every day
has added to the opulence as
well as to the number of her
friends. At the moment of her
arriving in London, she had no
open and active friends except
the mere labouring classes. In
time the friendship towards her
went on gaining upwards, ill,
at last, it brought every thing
under its power, except the base,
the servile, and the notoriously
wicked.

"This is the true history of the
progress of her Majesty's cause ;
and can your lordship discover
no reason here for supposing,|
that the cause of Parliamentary |
Reform must not finally triumph

NovEuBER 23, 1820.
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at the termination of a similar
progress. The cause of her Ma-
jesty was of a nature to produce
a more instantaneous effect than
the cause of Reform. It ap-
pealed more immediately (o the
heart ; and, what was of infinite
importance, every woman and
especially every married wo-
man, clearly understood the
merits of the case, while every
really virtuous woman made the
cause her own. These were
great advantages, which ber -
Majesty’s cause possessed over
that of Reform ; but, still, the
progress of the lwo have a great
similarity between them; and
that man must be blind indeed,
who does not perceivg, that the
latter has derived very great,
assistance from the former, .. .
The causes of this are eyi-
dent enongh. There was, in,
the first place, a striking similari- .
ty in many respecis belween
the mode of persecution in, the
two cases, besides the very
powerful circumstance that the
persecutors were the same
identical persons. It was im-
possible to hear of the Milan
Commission; it was impossible
to bear of the works of Cooke,
Powell, Browne, Baron d'Omp-
teda and the rest of that tribe,

without looking back to Oliver,
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Castles and BEdwareds. - 3t was
impossible to hear of Moalian
* wWithesses coting, without shuds
diring bt the thought of the ex<
hibitions in Derbyshire and
more recently in London. It was
impossible to hear of Green Bags
and Secret Commitices with-
out - sending the memory back
to 1817 1o re-visit the dangeons
of pomerous men, shut up in
prison upon the warrant of a
Secrelary of State, withoul
being confronted with their ac-
cusers and without ever being
brought to trial from the fitst to
the last. - The Bill of Pains and
Penalties, slanderous, odious
and detestable as it was, and
evident .as ‘were:its intentions,
counld not fail to' carry our re-
collection. baek to the Lime
when the dungeon bill' was
passed; . while evidence was
tenderéd, and refused to be re-
ceived, in proof of the falsehood
of the facts upon which it was
ptofessed that that Bill was
founded.

Al these circunmstances of
similarity tended to identily the
caase of ber Mujesty with the

canse-of Reform; and, now the;

identification seems to be sought
to be established by our enemies
themselves, by their pertinacious
hostility to the whofe body of

To Eart Grey.

- 1296

the people. They have now
actually -compelled hwndreds of

thovsands of those, whb are

eitheér neutral, of whe are in a
state of hostility with rezard Lo
us, to join themselvesto us, as
the only means of obtaining
protection. - Thousands upon
thousands of men, who ' were
altogether hostile to Reform,
have now been so ill-ireated, so
persecuted, and are wow under
such a state of persecution on

(account of their activity in the

cause of her Majesty, that they
are driven to seek for a Reform,
as the only means of delivering
them from the hands: of their
enemies. v on ae,
But, that which has mosteon-
tributed to the strungthening of
our cause upon ‘this cccasion)’is,
that there has been; during this
struggle for her Majesty, gra-
doally sinking ' fnto the spib-
lée mind a convietion, that
there is somecthing radicolly
terong in the conducting of the
government. In all cases where
great evils arise, and eomwand
a great portion of public at-
tention und interest, the people
are set to the work of reffeetion.
They do not content themselves
with a mere cortemplation of
the evil. They engwire Hito its
ciuscs ; and, i theend, they trace
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it back to those causes. The
people saw, indeed, that Cooke,
Powell and Browne were sent
out by the Ministers. They

saw that it was the DMinisters
-~ who brought in the Green
Bags. They were angry with
the Ministers; and they wished
the Ministers to be punished;
or, at least, to be stopped from
proceeding against the Queen,
Bat how were the people to
stop the Ministers # When they
came to reflect they found that
they had nbo power to stop
the Ministers. They then look-
ed sbout. them - for the way to
goto work lo ehbeck:-the Mini-
sters in a proceeding, which the
Queen as well as themselves
regarded as the most unjust, in-
sulting, exvel and cowardly that
ever was heard ofin the world.
But, 1n thus looking about them
for assistance against the Mini-
sters, they could find none. In
their haste they first looked to
the Parliament. But, -they
found the House of Lords pro-
secutors, judges and jurors in
the case. They then turned
shert round to the other house,
containing the  represendalives
“ of the people ;* but, alas!
they-there-found that the Mini-
.on their gide! -
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There needed nothing further!
The mind of the people; the
mind of those who were not
Reformers before, rushed to the
proper conelusion at once. And
thas, while the cause of Reform
has scarcely been mentioned,
during the last four months, it
has gained more proselytes than
itever gained before in ten years ;
and,at this monient, if the middle
classes of the people were poll-
ed, there would be found a hun-
dred to one in favour of a . Par-
linmentary Reform.

The miod, when it takes a
torn, travels at a great rate.
Every one ean now sge that if
there had been a Reformed Par-
lhament, the Queen never would
have been persecuted or oppres-
sed : and cvery obe.cam how see
that all the miseries of: the:na-
tion would have been prevent-
ed by such Reform. - When the
passions are deeply engaged,
when strong feeling exists,
when men are looking about
Jhem for the cause of what gives
them offence, their eyes and
ears are open to statements re-
lating to that camse. Infinite
are the number and uneam-
monly great is the interest of
the facts, which have been
‘rought to light by this teans-
sction. The people  have



1204

canght at thiese facts, and they
have all - tended to ‘the same
great: and wuseful conelusion :
namely, that nothing but a Re-
forimed Parliament can give se-
curity fo her Majesty, or a
chance of prosperity and happi-
ness to the mation,

Therefore, it is now some-
thing little short of madness to
talk of a change of Ministry
without a change of system
that wonld include a Reform of
the House of Commons,
always, within these twenty
years, folly to talk of it; but
it"is now something a great deal
worse than folly. [t is impossi-
ble, my lord, for any man to
form an idea of any possible
benefit to be aerived by the
people from any such change ;
that -is to say, a new Ministry,
without a pledze to Reform the
Parlimment, "This measure takes
precedence even of the redve-
tion of the debt: for withont
this the debt cannot be reduced.
The people dislike the Minis-
ters ; but, for what? Not be-
caute they bear eertain names
and titles,  but because they do
certain things which we wish
not 1o be dome ; and leave un-
done certain things which we
wish to'be done. Sidmouth and
Grey (pray forgive me for coup-

It was
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tling the words hgetb& '} sound

equally well to the’ear: ab-
stracted from all cognizance of
the acts of the man, I have no
quarrel with the letters that
compose the name of Bidmouth.
It is the acts of the man that I
dislike ; and, of course, I should
dislike the same acts in the same
degree if they proceeded from
yoursell.

Why, therefore, should any
body wish for a change of Mi-
nistry, unless the new Ministry
were to act upon a new systém.
If my throat be to be ent, or my
poeket picked, what.is it to me,
whether the operator be a wise
man, ora fool?! And what is it
to the people, whom they suffer
under, so that they suffer? If
we are to have no tax taken
off ; no Bix Acts repealed ;: no
men let out of dungeons; no
diminution of Sinecures and Pen-
sions ; if we are to have none
of these things under a new Mi-
nistry; why, in God's name,
should we call upon the King
to change his Ministers ¥ If no-
thing is to be done to those who

have persecuted the Queen : if
there is to be no redress, nr..;n-in-
demnifieation for .apy bedy,
what fools must those be that

would waste one single aspira-
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tion in order to remove these
Ministers from their places !

I lknow that some prelend
that the government might be |
carried on.in a milder manner
without a Reform of the Parlia-
meni. These persons pretend
that the Spy System, the Man-
chester System, and all the
other things that we most loud-
ly complain of, are nnnecessary.
These persons are delnded
themselves, or they would de-
lude others. ‘TI'he government,
with an unreformed parliament,
canpot be maintained without
all the means that these Minis-
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are all annecessary: but, uwntil
it be reformed, not a farthing of
reduction can take place in the
annoal expence, not a spy, not
a soldier can be disbanded.

I have always regarded it as
a mark of the grossest folly, or
the grossest hypoerisy to talk
of what 1s called an economical
Reform. It is mere delusion to
talk of snch refords. And, it is
something worse than hypo-
crisy to affeet to complain of
the Dungeon Bill, the Banish-
ment Act, or any other of the
measures of that descriplion,
while the complainant in the

ters make nse of. The employ-!same breath calls the Reformers

ment of Spies is openly avowed.
The expenditure of eighty
thousand . pounds a-vear in Se-
crel. Service money, we have,
boldly stated in the aceounts.
New DBarracks are continnally
rising up, and we know that
thé Army has recently been
augmented by ten thousand
men.  And, after all, it is but
touch and go. Aller all, it is
necessary to have guards and
barricadoes, and a species of
gens d’armes, to defend the
House of Lords. How then
could the thing be carried on
without Spies, Secret Service
Money, and a large Army ! Re-

a set of wretches guilty of se-
dition and blasphemy. This is
being baser than the hypocrite
himself; for it is assisting him
in his. views by pretending to
disapprove of them. There has
been a sort of circular para-
graph running through the pa-
pers,saying that Viscount Folke-
stone is just come lo town, and
brings word that the people in

ithe country are * indignant”

at the intention of the Ministers
to prorogue the parliament!
The writer of this paragraph
does not tell us who these peo-
ple in the country are ; whether
they be the free and indepen-

form the Parlisment, and these

dent electors of DNownton, who
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sent his Lordship to Parliament
last spring, and whom he sur-
rendered to the care of Sir
Thomas Pechell; or whether
those people in the country be
the corporation of New Sarum,

who also sent his Lordship to
Parliament -at the same time,
and who have just sent an ad-’
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preservation, which is the first
law of nature ; we must not only
believe the thing possible, but
we must recognise the notoriety
of the fact, before we can
believe that the present Mi-
nisiers have pursned that con-
duet which we detest in them,
from mere choice ; from a mere

dress. to the King ; most loyal- | love of being detested. No such

ly pledging themselves in sllp-?

a thing. They have a certain

port of his Majesty and his Mi- |system of government to earry

nisters !

Now, my Lord, is it not a
farce: is it not a despicable
sham, for men to pretend to
disapprove of the conduet of
these Ministers when the very
means they make wse of to get
their own seats in parliament,
are the cause, and the only canse
of the Ministers pursuing that
conduct. There may be men;
there may be such devils in
human shape, as to delight in
persecution and cruelty, for the
mere pleasure of execnting them.
It is barely possible, too, that
there may be men so depraved
as (o take pleasure in being de-
tested ; while the cause of the
detestation produces them no
other advantage whatever.
Though this be next to impos-
sible; though it be against rea-
sop and experience ; thomgh it
be in definnce of a love of self

‘on,

They would, if they could,
carry it on without being hated ;
but, they must carry it on or
quit their places; and those
places they do not like to guit.

The conclusion, therefore, is,
that a change of men merely
can be of no use whatever ; and
that, as to make any other
change, of any benefit to the na-
tion, without a Reform of the
Parliament, is utterly impossi-
ble, so it would be folly for any
one 1o petition for a dismissal of
the Ministers, unless upon the
express condition of obtaining
such reform.

T'his, therefore, is the great
obslacle to a change of the Mi-
nistry, which obstacle will in all
probability exist, nntil thesemen
bhave bronght the nation into a
state, little calenlated for discuss-
ing this or any other sabject.
As to the sort of Reform that is
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wanied, Ldo not know that Iam
]uanﬁell in v.aslmg an_inch of
my eagor T dcsqrihm-r lt. Our

wishes hnm long been before
the nation and before the Par-
liament. The state of the re-
presentation is upon the records
of the House of Commons with
your name attached to it; and
the alterations which we now
want are upon the records of
the same House, in a petition
amongst the many signatures
to which mine is one, that peti-
. l.lﬂn being presenmd in Febru-
“:h 1517. “’q.,,as well as our
ndwersanes undnrs:nnd the mat-
tﬂr ﬁﬂll lhll‘. there is one point,
one nn whmh thopgh Itluas been
often dwelt on, T will here say a
fcw words.

"l he mck name of Radical
Lu heen inyented and used for
the base purp-usﬂ of exciting a
p}rejudmla azainsl all Reform,
at the same time that it is in-
tended to convey an idea that
the Radicals want something
more than a Reform of the
Commons House of Parliament.
Those who have been guilty of
this miserable attempt at mis-
representation, know very well,
that, what we contend for is, a
Houyse of Commons annually cho-
sen,and in the choosing of which,
a vote might be given by every
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man liable to bear ams in de-
fence of the country, ineluding
those who are utnnll:,' ao]dmn
and sailors. This is what we
have prayed for. This is what
many of us have been ruined,
many of us imprisoned and many
of us killed for seeking. This
is what we say we have a right
to. We have produced authori-
ties and arguments to prove our
right, as well as io prove the
expediency and safety of the
thing itself; and we have been
answered by abuse, by reproach,
by ealumnies, by the dungebn
and by stripes. No answer of
any other kind have We receiv=
ed; except by sume l-tnp1d'nt-
tempts at _ridicule, by saucy
fellows fatted and decked out
by the fruit of our labour, and
by the :mpudcnt, observation
that we ask too much, and
shall therelore have nothing.
Those who make this observa-
tion do, however, pretend
sometimes, that they are for a
moderate reform. But these
gentlemen take care never to
tell us what they mean. And
they take still more effectnal
care never to propose to exer-
cise even this moderation. The
people have never said that
they would refuse any thing.

Le! these moderate Reformers
3K
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then make us a distinet propo-
sition. I, for my part, should
be for a change of the Ministry,
if the new Ministers would
pledge themselves to a reform
in almost any shape ; and espe-
cially if they would break up
fifty rotten boroughs, and give
the representatives amongst fil-
teen, twenty, or thirty of the
great northern towns and vil-
lages; but I cannot insult my
own understanding by calling it
a Reform in Parliament to dis-
franchise one villainously rot-
ten borough in seven years, and
by calling those Reformers,
_"whu, while so many worthy
publie spirited men are pining
indungeons for their landable en-
deavours to put an end to bribe-
ry and corruption, can find not
one single prisoner, whose prison
doors they will exert themselves
1o open, except Sir Menassah
Lopez, who was justly suffer-
ing the punishment due to bri-
bery and corruption the most
notorious and most flagrant !
In answer to this, Lerd John
Raussell may say : < Well, then!
* let Castlereagh and Sidmouth
“ and Canning still continue to
“rule you!” With all my
heart, Lord John! 1 would ra-
ther they than you: unless you
will first pledge yoursell to

To Eart Gagv.
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change that system by which
they rule. And besides, Lord
John, it is yoursell you spite,
and pot us. Our lot they can-
not make worse than it is:
yours they not only may, but
certainly will. Rescwed all to-
gether we may be; but they
cannot continve to grind us,
without reducing you lo very
dust, The people they can ne-
ver wholly destroy; but there
are those whom their measures
may finally totally annihilate.
It appears to me, my lord,
that, independent of the cause
of the Queen, there are ample
materials in play to produce
a Reform of the Parlinment.
The distresses of the nation will
of themselves produce this Re-
form. Whether they will pro-
duce it without convulsion is
more than I can say. I think it
likely that the Reform will take
place in the midst of confusion,
if it be mow put off for any
length of time. This fatal ca-
tastrophe might be prevented
at this time ; but if this occasion
be suffered to pass, no other
will probably be offered. At
any rate, it is very certain that
the people will not stir for a
change of the Ministry without
a distinet pledge upon this sub-
ject. * Let that pledge be given,
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and the Ministers will not be in
power many days from the time
of giving it.

- To expeet that the people
will effeet the change of Mi-
nistry jirel, in expeclation of
receiving the pledge afterwards,
is out of the question. If there
be an intention to perform, to
give the pledge costs nothing.
But, the obstacle is, that there
is no ground for any man's giv-
ing the pledge. He who gives
it must, I am afraid, expect to
be disavowed by these borough-
holders who belong to his own
party; and 1 frankly acknow-
ledge, that I believe, that, be-
fore your Lordship gave such
a pledge you must make up
your mind to be deserted and
disowned by every borough-
holder in the kingdom. I ac-
knowledge that this is too much
for us to expect your Lordship
to encounter, ‘The pdople, the
people alone, would carry you
through; would bear you tri-
umphant through every dil-
ficulty to the salvation of the
country. They would enable
you to compel the borough-
holders to yield; but, as this
must cost you the loss of all
friendship and connexion with
those amongst whom you have
lived all your life, it is, I freely

NevEMBER 25, 1820.
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confess, too much to be eéx-
pected. All would be easy;
hideous as are the perils of the
country, every thing would be
speedily put to rights, all dan-
gers would be quickly removed ;
but, as the berough-mongers
have been the great cause of
these perils, so | am afraid, they
will be the cause of preventing
their removal. On their own
heads be the consequences. The
labouring classes of people in
particalar  cannot experience
muech addition to their suffer-
ings., The opulent and the
great now begin to taste of the
danger ; and if destruction come
upon them, lét them acknow-
ledge that it is the work of their
own hands.

As to any intrigues that may
be carried on for getting the
Queen out of the eountry ; and
for patching up a Ministry upon
that or any such basis, they ate
too contemptible to be worthy
of notice. The difficulties of
the government are so greal,
and are increasing so fast wpon
its hands, that, as an object of
ambition, a man muost be little
short of mad to aim at the Mi-
nistry. As to the emoluments
of office, or the patronage of
office, they conld be but of very
short duration. So that there
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appears to be no rational object
offered in the post of Minister to
any man who takes a just view

of eur present. situation, The!

commission of First Lord of the
‘Freasury would scarcely be
worth the cost of the. parch-
ment and the wax; but it is

wvery well worth while for the

‘borough-holders to consider the
wide difference that there may
be, in the consequences, be-
tween a voluntary and a com-
pulsory surrender. . There is yet
time for the former; but time
flies swifily; -and, thay should
recollect  that yesterday never
returns. . Liis yet in their power
to conciliate the people; but a
-time may come when it will be
too late for conciliation; and
when transactions, which might
Jow.be buried for ever in obli-
wion, may. be revived and made
4lie ground of proceedings that
wwould’ otherwise never have
-buen -thought of. However, it
is really their affair much more
than. the affair of the people,
who will have a Reform, at no
distant day, let the borough-
bolders do whatever they may.
The Borough of Southwark
has, 1 perceived, petitioned the
King to dismiss his Ministers ;
.and the petition is worded in a
way, which is worthy of parti-
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cularnotice. The petition does,
indeed, express -an-opigion, that
a Reform in the House of Cem~
mons ought to take place; but,
it has. this saving, ot wther,
damping, observation, subjgin-
ed: * That, sooner or later,
“ such Reform is inevitable, but
“ whether such Reform: be; #m-
“ mediately effected, or mof, it
“is indispensable, 10, the: wel-
“ fare, the security and_the bo-
“ nour of the country, that the
“ government shounld uh_mer
“ remain in the hands. of -the
“ present Ministera. Thisis tbe
view, which Sir Rebert Wilson
takes of the matter. . 'Thisis, 1
suppose, the view of it taken.at
Brooxes's. But, Sic Robert is
a very keen man; thatis to.say,
he is keen upon the seent.: ;Sir
Robert is aclive as well as am-
bitious.  He isnot a lazy fellow,
who lies snorting out his.com-
mands to-others, and who thinks
all the world made to, admi-
nister to his . pomposity. .. Sjr
Robert is willing to bestsr. ham-
self, and 1 like him for;that. He
does not want to cut across, and
thus, without toil, come in .at
the death, and P“HNM‘“"
worthily in the spoil. . Bat, the
worst of it is, that Sir Robert, in
his keenness, ower:runs, his
game. A little less Aaate would
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have enabled Sir Robert to per-
ceive, that the converse of this
passage of the Borough Peti-
tion would have been much
nearer the truth: that is to say:
“ Whether the Ministers refain
“ their places, or not, a reform
“ is indispensable to the wel-
“ fare, the security and honour
“ of the country.”” If we, the
people, were asked; il the peo-
ple of the Borough were asked :
“ Will yon have a change of
“ Ministry and no reform ; or, a
* peform and no change of Mi-
“ nistry ¥ would they hesitate
a single moment ! Would they
not instantly say, give us the
latter?

There is something very ugly
in this saving observation of this
petition, The petition must be
considered as the work of Sir R.
Wilson ; or, at least, as having
his entire approbation; and |
should not wonder if this parti-
cular part was rather a favourile
with him. It is, on this aceount,
importantly suspicious. It seems
to indieate, that there are men,
who think of coming into power
without a pledge to give us a
Reform; who think of leaving
that matter for future consider-
alton. And, if this be the case,
it only shows, that there still
are in the world men too blind
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to be enlightened even though

one rose from the dead to teach
them.
Petitions of this stamp may be

drawn up, put neatly upon pa-
per or parchment, and sent to
the King ; but, while the Minis-
ters will pay no attention io
them, they will be almost im-
mediately forgotten even by
those who live in the places from
which they have been sent, To
talk of a change of ministry with-
out a Reform is, in short, non-
sense. Events will bring the
Reform, if it be not assent-
ed to before the arrival of those
events. At this time, the aristo-
cracy might make it : at a future
time it will be made without
them. If men always pursued
their real, permanent interests,
we should be certain which ol
these the aristocracy will now
prefer ; but, as this is far from
being always the case, we must
patiently await their deecision,
and, in the meanwhile we shall,
I trust, take care to give not the
smallest countenance to any
change of ministry, not inclnd.

ing a Reform in the Commons’
House of Parliament, to the
want of which Reform, and te
that alone, are to be ascribed all

the calamities that affict, and
)
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all the dangers that mmnﬁ,ihﬁ

eounfry.
I am,

Your Lordah:p s most obedient
And most humble secvant,
‘Wi, COBBETT,

" THE QUEEN
- AND

HONOURABLE HOUSE.

The following account of the
transactions in this famous and
unreformed Assembly will need
no comment. I take it from the
Courier. [Itisacomplete thing,
exhibiting in a single view,
“ the envy of surrounding na-
“ tions and admiration of" the
“ world.” Mind, this Assem-
bly is not tomposed of Radicals
and “ Lower Orders” Pray
mind that ! '

“ At a quarter before two
o’cloek the Speaker entered the
House, Many members were
present, particula:l{’un the Op-

ition Benches. Prayers hav-
ng been read, and the Speaker
having ascertained that 40 Mem-
bers were present, he took the
Chair,

“ A mew writ was moved in
the room of Mr, 8t. Paul for Ber-
wick-upon-Tweed.

e Pywo Members then appear-
ed at the table to be sworn, and
such ceremony takes prmadenm

of. other business. When the
oaths had been admlmster:-d to
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- Mr.'Denman then rose, and
was hailed with Toud cheering

by the Opposition.

paruce Edlngﬂtﬂ address tlﬂ%hhlr,
holding in. his hand a ‘paper,
when the Deputy Usher of the
Black Rod appeared to summon
the House to the House of
Peers.: Immense uproar and
confusion then ensved. The
Opposition exclaimed, “ With-
“ draw, withdraw ! Shame,
“ ghame """ and the noise was
stch, that what he said could
not be heard. As soon as the
Deputy Usher withdrew—

“ The Speaker prepared io
leave the Chair, when

“ Mr, Tierney rose and ob-
served, that not one word of
what had fallen from the De-
puty Usher had been heard ;
and how then did the Speaker
know what was the message, or
whether he was wanted at all
in the other House. {Lund
cheering.)

“ The Speaker left the H.q
amidst great uproar, loud ca
of “ shame, shame !* an&sew-
ral of the Opposition Members
hissed very loundly s . the
Speaker was quitting the House,
But few Members wdumpaniéd
the Speaker.

* Many Members remaingd in
the House, but the Speaker did
not re-enter it. On his retarn,
he went along the side guallery
lo his own dwelling ; and the
Ser t at Arms took the mace
to his room up stairs.

“ The Members then gradu-
ally separated.” :
Mr. Deniman had, ‘it seems, a
Message to ' deliver' from  the
in which her Majesty
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