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and faults. Notwithftanding the freedom of our remarkd, we
doub: if any of Dr Thomfon’s readers have a higher feafe than
we have ok’ the value of this publication ; the perufal of which
we very earneftly recommend to every ftudent of chemittry.

——

Art. X, Specimens of the Early Englifb Pocts : To awbich ir pre.
Jxed, An Hiflorical Sketch of the Rif: and Progrefs of the Enlifp
Poctry and Language. By George Ellis Lig, The Third Edition,
Corre&ted. 3 wol. 8vo.

Ae firft edition of this interefting work appeared in 1790,
. comprifing in one volume many of the moft beautiful fmall
poems which had appeared daring the fixteenth and feventeenth
centuries. The plan was certainly worthy of being enlarged ;
and accordingly, in the fecond edition, publithed about a year
ago, and rapidly difpofed of, as well as in that which is now be-
fore us, it has received fuch confiderable additions, that the work
has increafed to ¢hrice the original fize ; and Mr Ellis has eftablith-
ed his claim to the charafter of an original author, as well as to that
of 2 judicious colletor and cditor of the forgotten poems of anti-
quity. The firlt volume contains the preliminary hiftorical ketch
of the rife and progrefs of Englifh poetry and language ; the fecond .
and third are occupied by thofe fpecimens which give name to the
whole. We thall endeavour fucceflively to analyfe the contents,
and examine the merits, of thefe two divifions of the work.

It is obvious to every one who has ftudied our Rnguage, whe-
ther in profe or poetry, that a luminous hiftory of its rife and
progrefs muft neceffanily involve more curious topics of difcuffion
than a fimilar work upon any other European language. This
opinion has not its fource in national partiality, but 1s dictated by
the very peculiar circumftances under which the Englith language
was formed. The other European tongues, fuch at leaft as have
been adapted to the purpofes of literature ¥, may be divided in-
to two d claffes—thofe which are derived from the Teutonic,
and tho%:::vhich are formed npon the Latin. In the former
clafs, we find the German, the Norfe, the Swedifh, the Danith,
and the Low-Dutch, all of which, in words and conftrution,
are diale&ts of the Teutqnickk and preferve the general chara&e}

4 o

hd zcdo not the diale@s fouaded on the Celtic and 8la-
voaic lag, they have aot been ufed in literary compolfi-
tios § m!mdi. the fame obfervation applies to them as toP:he
others ; they bave each their derivation from a fingle mother-root, and
¢ got, like the Englith, a compounded or mingled language.
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of their common fource, although enrichcd and improved by
terms of .art or of fcience adopted from the learned languages, or
.from thofe of other kingdoms of civilized Europe. ’]g::fecond
clafs comprehends the Italian, the Spanith, and the French in alt its
branches. It is true, the laft of thefe has, in modermrtimes, owing to
the number of French writers in every clafs and upon every fubjed,
departéd farther from its original than the two others ; but ftill the
ground-work is the Latin; and the more nearly any fpecimen
approaches to it, it may be fafely concluded to be the more a.
cient ; for, in truth, we know no other rule for afcertaining the
antiquity of any particular piece in the Romanz language, than
by its greater or flighter refemblance to the {peech of the ancient
Romans, from which it derives its name. Thus every langunage
of civilized Europe is formed of a uniform pattern and texture,
either upon the Teutonick, or upon the Latin. But the fame
chance which has peopled Britain with fuch a variety of tribes
and nations, that we are at a lofs to conceive how they fhould
have met upon the fame fpot—and that, comparatively, a fmall
one—has decreed that the languagze of Locke and of Shake-
fpeare thould claim no peculiar affinity to either of thefe grand
fources of European fpeech; and that if, on the one band,
its conformation and conftrution be founded on a diale& of
the Teutonick, the greater number of its vocables fhould, on
the other, be derived from the Romanz, or corrupted Latin of
the Normans. It is interefting to obferve how loug thefe lan-
guages, uncongenial in themfelvcs, and derived from fources
wnd.elé different, continued to exiit feparately, and to be fpoken
refpetlively by the Anglo-Norman conquerors and the vanquifh-
ed Anglo-Saxons. It is ftill more interefling to obferve how, after
having long flowed each in its feparate channel, they at length unit-
ed and formed a middle dialect, which, though employed at firft
for the mere purpofe of convenience and mutual intercourfe be-
twixt the two nations, at length fuperfeded the individual {peech
of both, and became the apt record of poetry and of philofophy.
The hiﬂox of poetry is intimately connected with that of lan-
guage. Authors in the infancy of gompofition, like Pope in that
of life, may be faid to ¢ lifp in pumbers.’ Hiftory, religion,
morality, whatever tends to agitate or to footh the paflions, is,
during the ealier ftages of fociety, celebrated in verfe. This
may be partly owing to the eafe with which poetry is retained
ppon the memory, in thofe rudcr ages, when written monu-
ments, if they at all exift, are not calculated to promote general
information ; and it may be partly owing to that inndte love of
fong, and fenfibility to the charms of flowing numbers, which is
diftinguifhable even among the moft favage people. But, what-
D -gved
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ever be the caufe, the effet is moft certain ; the early works of
all mtions have been written in verfe, and the hift of their
Foetry isthe hiftory of the language itfelf. It thereforc feems
urpnfing, that, where the fubjet is interefting .in a peculiar as
well as in a general point of view, a diftinét and connelted hiftory
of our poetry, and of the language in which it is written, fhould
fo long have been a defideratum in Englith literature ; and the
wonder becomes greater when we recollet, that an attempt tor
fupply the deficiency was long fince made by a petfon who fecmed
to unite every quality meceffary for the tafk. o

‘The late Mr Warton, with a poetical enthufiafm which con-
verted toil into pleafure, and gildcd,' to himfelf and his reader;,
the dreary fubje&s of antiquarian lore, and with a capacity of la-
bour apparently inconfiftent with his more brilliant powers, has
produced a work of great fize, and, partially fpeaking, of great .
intereft, from the perufal of which we rife, our fancy delighted
with beautiful imagery, and with the happy analyfis of ancient
tale and fong, but certainly with very vague ideas of the hiftory
of Englifh poetry. ‘The error feems to lye in a total negleét of
plan and fyftem; for, delighted with every interefling topic
which occurred, the hiftorical poet purfued it to its utmoft
verge, without confidering that thefe digreflions, however beau-
tiful and interefting in themfelves, abftradted alike his own at-
tention, and that of the reader, from the profefled purpofe of
his book. .Accordingly, Warton’s hiftery of Englith poetry has
remained, and will always remain, an immenfe common-place
book of memoirs to ferve for fuch an Aiffory. No antiquary can
open it, without drawing information from a mine which, though
dark, is inexhauftible inita treafures ; nor will he who reads mere-
ly for amufement ever fhut it for lack of attaining hisend ; while
both may probably regret the defultory excurfions of an author,
who wanted only fyftem, and a more rigid attention to minute
accuracy, to have perfected the great tatk he has left incomplete.

It is therefore with no litcle. pleafure that we fee a man of
talte and talents advance to fupply the deficiency in fo interefty
ing a branch of our leatning 3 a tafk, to which Johnfon was un-
equal through ignorance of our poetical antiquities, and in which
Warton failed, perhaps, becaufe he' was too deeply enamoured
of them. This is the arduous attempt of Mr Ellis; and it re-
mains to inquire how he has executed it.

The clemental. part of the Englith language, that from which
it derives, not indeed the greater proportion of its words, byt
the rules of its grammar and conftruftion, is the Anglo-Saxon;
and Mr Ellis has dedicated his firft chapter to make the Englifhy
teader acquainted with it.  The example of theirpoctry, which
he has chofen to exhibit, is the famous war-fong in praife of

S Athclftane’s
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Athelltanets vilory in the battle of Bruneoburgh; an engage.
ment which checked for ever the vitorious progrefs of the Piks
and Scots, and limited their reign to the northern part of Bri-
tain. We cannot, from this poem, nor indeed from any other
semnant of Anglo-Saxon poetry, determine what were the rales
of their verfe. Rhime they had none; their rythm feems to
have been uncertain ; and perhaps their whole poetry confifted
in the adaptation of the words to fome fimple tunc; although
Mr Ellis feems inclined to think, with Mr Tyrwhiti; that the
verfe of the Saxons was only diltinguithed from their profe by
¢.a greater pomp of diftion, and a more ftately kind of march.’
To this fpecimen of Saxon poetry, Mr Eilis has fubjoined a
tranflation of it into the Englifh of the age of Chaucer, which we
yecommend to our readers as one of the beft executed imitations
that we have ever met with. It was written by a friend of Mr
Ellis (Mr Frere, if we miftake not) while at Eton fchool, and
ftruck us with fo much furprife, that we are obliged to extra&
3 paffage, at the rifk of interrupting our account of Mr Ellis’s
plan, to juftify the extent of our panegyric. '
¢ The Mercians fought 1 underfiond,

There was gamen of the hond.

Alle that with Aulof bir way hom

Over the feas in the fchippes wom,

And the five fonnes of the kynge,

Fel mid dint of fword-fightinge.

His feven erlis died alfo ;

Mony Scottes were killed tho,

The Normannes for their mighty boft

Went home with a lytyl hoft.

In Dacie of that gaming

Mooy wemen hir hondis wring.

The Normannes paffed that rivere,

Mid hevy hart and forry chere.

The brothers to Weffex yode,

Leving the crowen and the tode,

Hawkes, doggis and wolves, tho

Egles and mony other mo,

With the dede men for their mede,

On hir corfes for to fede.

Sen the Saxonis firft come -

Io fchippes over the fea-fome,

Of the yeres that ben for gone

Gereater bataile was never none. *

This appears to us an exquilite imitation of the antiquated
Englith poctry; not depending on 3 accumulation of hard words,
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lite the language of Rowley, ' which, in every thing tlfe, is.
rehned and harmonious poetry, nor upon an agglameration of,

confonants in the aorthography, she refousce of later and more, -

conremptible forgers, but upon the ftyle itfelf, upon its alter-
nate flrength and weaknefs, now nervous and concife, now dif-
fule and cked qnt by the fecble aid of expletives. In general,
wdiators with to write like aacient poets, without ceafing to
sk modern meafure ard phrafeology 5 but had the confcience of
wis author permitted him to palm thefe verfes upon the public
s 2n original production of the fourteenth century, we know
5o irgerml eviderce by which che impolture couk{ have been
wretled. .

From confiderinz the ftate of the Anglo-Saxon poetry at and
previous to the Conqueft, Mr Ellis turns his confideration to that
of the invaders, and treats at conliderable length of what may be
cailed the Anglo-Norman literature. It is well known, that the.
monarchs 'who immediately fucceeded the conqueror, adopted
his policy, in foltering the language and aris of Normandy, in
cppolition to thofe of the Anglo-Saxons, wheom they opprefled,,
«id by whom they were dctcﬁcd. The French postry was not
teglected ; and it is now confidered as an cftablithed poiat, that
the moft ancient metrical somances exifting in that language,
were compofed, not for the court of Paris, bus for that of Lon-,
‘o and hence a Britith ftory, the glories of King Arthur, bea
wme their favourite theme. ‘The ingenious Abbé ds Ja Rue
wiote feveral efiays, printed in the Archzologia, whieh throw
srcat light upon the AnglotNorman poets; and of this informa-
ton Mr Ellis has judicioufly availked himfelf, But he alfo dif-
covers by the explanations attached to his extralls from Wace,
hat intimate acquaintance with the Romanz language, which is
it once fo difficult to acquire, and fo indifpenfuble to the execu-
iion of his hiftory.

L: the third chapter, we fee the laft rays of Saxon literature,
i3 long extrad from Layamon's tranflation of the Brut of
Wae. But fo little were the Saxon and Norman lunguages
aiculated to amalgamate, that though Layamon wrote in the
rign of Henry 1I, his language is almoft pure Saxon; and
Lence it is probable, that if the mixed language now called Eog-
iG. at all exifted, it was deemed as yet unfit for compofition,
ad ouly ufed as a pie-bald jargon for carrying oun the indifpen{-
able intercourfe betwixt the Anglo-Saxons and Normans., In
procels of time, however, the diale® fo much defpilcd made
v's way into the fervice of the poets, and feems to have {up=re
{eded the ufc of the Saxom, although the French, being the
fwurt language, coatinucd fo maintain its ground till a later g::

4
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riod. Mr Ellis has traced this change with a heedful and dif-
criminating eye, and has guided us through the harfh numbers
of the romancers and the compilers of legends, and through the
wide walte of profaic verfe, in which it was the pleafure of Robert
of Gloucefter and Robert de Brunne to record the hiftory of
their country, down to that period when Englith poetry began
to afflumé¢ a claffical form, and to counterbalance, in the efteem
even of the kings and nobles, the hitherto triumphant Anglo-
Norman. This grand change was doubtlefs brought on by very
flow degrees, and it is difficult exattly to afcertain its progrefs.
The hiftory of Englith Minftrelfy, in oppofition to that of the
Anglo-Normans, would probably throw great light on this fub-
je& 3 for thefe itinerant poets muft have made ufe of the Eng-
lith long before it was thought fit for higher purpofes. Mz El-
lis has obferved, juftly, that the hiftory alluded to is involved in
_great obfcurity : neverthelefs, before concluding, we intend to
recommend it to his-further attention.

- The epoch from which Englith may be confidered as a clafical
language, may be fixed in the reign of Edward III, the age of
Gower and of Chaucer, in which it was no longer confined to
what the latter has called ¢ the drafty riming ’ of the wander-
ing minftrel, but employed in the compofition of voluminous
and ferious produtions by men poffeffed of all the learning of
the times. The Confefffo Amantis of Dan. Gower is thus cha-

_ralerized by Mr Ellis.

¢ This poem is a long dialogue between a lover and his confeffor, who
is a prieft of Venus, and is called Genius. As every vice is in its na-
ture unamiable, it ought to follow, that immorality is unavoidably pos
nithed by the indignation of the fair fex ; and that every fortunate lover
muft of neceffity be a good man, and a good chriftian ; and upon this
prefumption, which perhaps is not ftriétly warranted by experience, the
confeffor pafles in review all the defe@s of the human charaéter, and
carefully fcrutinizes the heart of his penitent with refpe@ to each, be-
fore he will confent to give him abfolution.

. ¢ Becaufe example is more impreflive than precept, he illuftrates his
injunQions by a feries of appolite tales, with the morality of which our
lover profeffes himf{cIf to be highly edified ; and being of a more inqui-
fitive turn than lovers ufually are, or perhaps hoping to fubdue his mif-
trefs by dire@ing againft her the whole artillery of fcience, he gives his
confeffor an opportunity of incidentally inftru@ing him in chemiftry,
and in the Ariftotelian philofophy. At length, all the intereft that he
has endeavoured to excite, by the long sud minute details of his fuffer-
ings, and by manifold proofs of his patience, is rather abruptly and
pnexpetedly extinguithed : for he tells us, not that his miﬁrcE s in-
flexible or faithlefs, but that bre is arrived at fuch a good old age, that
the fubmiflion of his faic cnemy would - not have been {ufficient for co-

furing his triumph. ?
g bi tiump e
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‘We regret: that our limits do not.permit us to include our' au~
thor’s account of Chaucer, and his poetry. It has been warmly dif-
puted in what particular manner the father of Englith poetry con-
tributed to its improvement. Mr Ellis, with great plaufibility,
aferibes this effe& chiefly to the peculiar ornaments of his ftyle,.
confifting in an affe&ation of {plendour, and efpecially of latinity,
which is not to be found in the fimple ftrains of Robert of Glou-
cefter, or any of the anterior poets, nor indeed in that of Laue
rence Minot, or others about his own time.

In chapter ninth, the language of Scotland, and the hiftory of
her early pactry, comes into confideration. This is a thosny pomt
vith every antiquary. The Englifh and Scotith languages are in
carly times cxaftly fimilar; and yet, from. the circumftances of

- the two countries, they muft neceffarily have had a feparate origin.

Mr Ellis feems difpofed to adopt the folution of Mr Hume, who
fuppofes the Saxon language to have been impofed upon the Scotifh,
by a feries of fuccefsful invafions and conquefts, of which hiftory
takes no notice. To this propolfition, in a limited degree, we are
inclined to fubfcribe 3 for there is no doubt that the Anglo-Saxons
of Bernicia extended themfelves, at leaft - pccafionally, as far as
the frith of Forth, occupied the Merfe and Lothian, introduced
into them their language, and, when conquered by the Scots and
Pi@s, were in fa& the Angli, to whom, as fubjets of the Crown
of Scotland, our Kings’ charters’ were fo frequently addrefled.
But we cannot admit ticfc conquefts to be fuppofed farther than
they are proved ; nor do we conceive that one province, though
arich one, could have impofed its language upon the other fui-
je@ts of the Kings who acquired it by conqueft. There muft
have been fome other fource from whic?n the Scoto-Teutonick is
derived, than the Anglo-Saxon fpoken.-in Lothian. This grand
fource we conceive to have been’ the language of the ancient
Pi&ts ; nor would it be eafy to alter our opinion. Thofe who
are connoiffeurs in the Scotifh diale&s as now fpoken, will obferve
many inftances of words in the idiom of Angus-fhire (the feat
of the Picts) which can only be referred ta a Belgic root ; where-
3 thofe of Sonth'-c'oimtﬂrlz idsom may-almoft univerfally be traced
o the Anglo-Saxon. “The Norman, from which, as Mr Eliis
jultly remarks, the Scotith dialec}, as foon as we have a fpecimen
it, appears to have borrowed as much as the Englifh, was pro-
bably introduced by the influx of Norman nobles, whom the op-
preflion of their own Kings drove into exile, or whom their na-
uve chivalrous and impatient temper urged to feek fortune and
adventures in the court of Scotland. lgaving traced the origin
of our language, the carlier Scotith pocts Barbour and Winton
s in review, with fpecimens from each, very happily frleQted,
o
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1o illaftraté at once théir owh powers of compofition, and the
mmanners of the age in which théy wrote. Thefe are intermingled
with c‘&{iticiﬁm, in which the reader’s attention is direCted to what
is moft worthy of notice, and kept perpetually awake by the livel
and happy ftyle in which they are comrcyccl.ly d !
The merit of Occleve and Lydgate are next examined, who,
with equal popularity, but with merit incalculably inferior, fup-
portéd the renown of Englifh poetry after the death of Chaucer.
One fpecimen from the latter we cannot help extrading as irre-
fiftibly ludicrous.
¢ One of the moft amufirig paffages in this poem (the Book of Troy)
is contained in the feventeenth chapter, and relates to a well known e
vent in the life of Venus. Lydgate thus exprefles his indignation a-
gainft Vulcan.
¢ The fmotry * fmith, this {fwarte Volcanus,
' That .whilom in hearte was fo jealous
' _ Toward Venus that was his wedded wife,
Whereof there rofe a deadly mortal firife,
‘When he with Mars gan her firft efpy,
Of high malice, and cruel falfe envy,
Through the fhining of Phebus’ beams pright,
Lying a-bed with Mars her owne knight.
For which in heart he brent as any glede; 4+
Making the flander all abroad to z;wede,
And pan thereon falfely for to mufe. . .
- And God forbid that any man accufe o
Fox so LiTTLE atry woman ever! ‘
Where love is fet, hard'is‘to diﬂ'e;er! o
~  For though they do {uch thing of gentleriefs,
- -Pafs over lightly, and bear nofxe heavinefs,
' Left that thou be to woman odious !
And yct this fmith, this fafe Vulcanus,
Albe that he had.them thus efpied, * . ‘
JAmong P:Kni\m yet was he defied !
And, for th#t he so. FALSELY THEM AWOKE, -
"I have h:}t‘:l fet laft of; ;:1“ my boke, L ‘)
Among the goddes of falfe mawmentry},” &e. (S o
¢« Upon this oEcaﬁon, the morale of -our poetical mon(k .E:‘fomr ‘
pliant, that it is difficult to fuppofe him quite free from perfonsl mo-
tives whith might have influcnced his do&rine. Perhaps he had been
incommoded by fome intrufive hufband, at 2 moment when he felt n'm}
o

¥ Smoky or finatty. + A buming coal. Loix. =
§ Mahometry, i. e. idolatry. It muy be proper to obférve, that sa -
part of this paflage is to be found in Colonna’s origimal. In genenl,
:::fa’ Lydgautt’s is by ne medné & tranflation, but a very l'oolg pan
e

-
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of cdrh.;y, and wifhed to indelge in 2 témpotary relaxation from the
feverity of monaftic difcipline '.'g’e : v .
From Lydgate our author proceeds to” James I. of Scotlandy
upon whoic perfonal qualities he pronounces 2 merited panegyricy
sccompanied with feveral extra@s from the ¢ Kingis Quair.’ The
next cg:;,m is peculiarly interefting. * Tt contains a retrofpe® of
the conclufions to be drawn from the informmation already convey+
ed; and this introduces a well written and pleafing digre{lron up«
on the private life of the Englith during thc middle ages. Wo
learn that, even in that carly period, the life of the Englith farm4
er or ycoman was far fuperior in eafe and comfort to that of perfons
of the fame rank in France. Pierce Ploughman, a yeoman appar4
ently, poficfied 2 cow and calf, and a cart-mare for tranfporting
manure 3 and although, at one time of the year, he fed upon
cheefe cards and oat cakes, yet after Lammas, when his harveft
was got in, he could ¢ drefs his dinner to his own mind. > We
alfo learn, that the peafants were fo far independent,.as to exalk
great wages ; and doubtlefs thefe circumftances,, combined with
the prackice of archery, gave the Englifh infantry fuch an infinite
advantage over thofe of other nations, confifting of poor half.fed
ferfs, and gained them fo many bastles in fpite of the high-fonl'd
chivalry of France, and the .obftisate and enduring courage of
outr Scotith anceftors. Mr Ellia remarks,. on this fubjeéb—¢ It is
very honourable to. the good fende.of the Englith nation, that ou#
two beft early poets have highly exsolied this ufeful body of men,
while the French minftrels of the twelfth, thirtesnth, and fours
tcenth centuries, univerfally feém to approve the fupercilious con-
tempt with which the nobles affected to treat them +.° We have
alfo moch curions mformation concerning the drefs of the peried,
particularly of the ladies, who in the day-time feem to have beers
wrapt wp in furs, and in the night-time to have flept- withoug
mifts. ‘The ferenades, the amyfements, the food, the fathiony;
the manners of the period, are all illuftrated by quotations from
the authors who have referred 0. them ; and, with the fingulae
: advantage

* Sufpeing that Lydgate had borrowed this fingular paffage from
fome French paraphrafe o?golonm’s work, I examined the anonymous
trenflation in . the Mufeut, (BidbL--Reg. 16. F. IX.), but could no»
find any traces of fuch a dewiation from the originel.. - -
+ We have noticed a folitary exception to this geneea] rule,
——~ - Queique je diy-ot queique non .
Nus o’eft vilzine fo de cuer non ;
Vilxine eﬁq:;l; f:t vﬂriey L
Ja tant iert de haute lignie. . .
- . Fablau d& Chevalier des Clers o deg Vilains:
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advamtape of: néver lofing fight of -his main fubjeét, Mr-EHis has
brought t%gcthcr much information oh collateral points of intereft
shd curiofity, Which will be new to the modern reader, and pleaf-
ing to the antiquary, by placing, at once, under his review, cirv
cumftances difperfed through many a weary page,of black letter. -

‘The reign of Henry VI, and thofe of the fucceeding mo-
narchs, down to Henry VIIL., {eem to have produced few poets
worthy of notice. Two tranflators of fome eminence occur
during the former -period, and the latter is graced by Harding
(a kind of Robert of Glocefter redivivus) ; Hawes, a bad imita«
tor of Lydgate, ten times more tediaus than his original ; the
Ladie Juliana Berners, who. wrote a book upon hunting in exe-
crable poetry; and a few other rhimers, who, excepting per-
haps Lord Rivers, are hardly worth naming. During this period,
however, the poetry of Scotland was in its higheft {tate of per-
fetion ; and Mr Ellis finds ample room, both for his critical
and hiftorical ralents, in celebrating Henry the Minftrel, Henry-
foun, Johnftoun, Merear, Dunbar, and Gawain Douglas. Up-
on the works of the two lalt, Mr Ellis dwells with pleafure ; and
his opinion may have fome effe@ in refrething their faded laga
rels. In the reign of Henry VIIIL., the Scotith bards continuve
to preferve ‘thewr fuperiosity; for, furely, the ribald Skelton,
and the tirefome John Heywood, cannot be compared te Sir
David Ligdfay of the Mount, or to the anonymous author of the
Mourning Maiden. In this laft beautiful poem, the following
paffage embarrafles Mr Ellis: -

¢ Sall never berne gar breif the bill .
. At bidding me to bow. ’
The meaning feems to us to be, ¢ No one fhall enrol the {fum-
mons, which (ball force me to yield to his fuit.” With this
poem Mr Ellis. clofes the firft part of his work, being the hifto-
5y-of the Englith poetry and language.

We have already taken notic¢ of the very extenfive range of
difcuflion which this fketch embraces. It was therefore almoft
unavoidable, that there thould remain fubjedts on which we might
‘have withed for farther information. "The hiftory of Englifb Min-
ftrelfy, in particular, makes too important a part of Mr Ellis’s fub-
je&, for us to permit him to efcape from it fo flightly. As he has
annopnced his jntention to publith a fecoind feries of fpecimens, fe-
leted from the ‘early metrical romances, we recommend ftrongly
to him, to prefix fuch a prefatory memoir as may Gll up this, wide
blank in the hiftory of our lan, . We are the .more carntlt
in this reccommendation, becaufe:we know, from experience, that
Nir Ellis will manage, with the temper becoming a gentleman, 2
difpute which, though the circunftance feems-to us altogether
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aftonithing, has certainly had a prodigious effe&t in exciting the
irritable paffions of our Zntiquaries, and has been managed with a
degree of acrimony only furpafled by the famous and rancorous
quarrel about the Scots and Picts. We obferve, with pleafure,
that, in repelling fome attacks upon his firft and fecond editions,
Mr Ellis has uniformly ufed the lance of courtefy, as a romancer
would have faid; and truly we have no pleai’u:e in féeing his
contemporarics fpur their hobby-horfes headlong againft each o-
ther, and fight at outrance, and with fer emoulu. Mr Ellis’s ftyle
is uniformly chafte and fimple, diverfified by a very happy iaicty
which enlivens even the moft unpromifing parts of his fubjed.
We have only to add, that no author has paffed over his own
pretenfions with fuch unaffe€ed modefty, or given more liberal
praife to the labours of others.

It cannot be expe&ted, after dwelling fo long upon the original
part of the work, that we fhould have much to fay upon the {pe-
cimens which occupy the two laft volumes. To each reign is
prefixed a general cﬁara&er of the literature of the period ; and to
each fet oig fpecimens fome account of the author and his writings.
That of Spenfer contains fome new and curious particulars, with
a thort and able critique upon his ftyle of poctry. We therefore
extraét it at length.

¢ From {atisfalory information that has lately been procured, it ap-
pars that Speofer was born about 1553, aud died ta 1598-9. He was
educated at Pembroke-Hall, Carwbridge, which he quitted in 1576
and, retiring into the north, compofed his ¢ Shepherd’s Calendar, * the
dedication of which feems to have procured him his firft introdu&ion to
Sir Philip Sidney. In 1579, he was employed by Leicefter, to whom
be had been recommended by Sidney, in fome foreign commiffion. In
1580, he became fecretary to Lord Gray of Wilton, then appointed
Lord Deputy of Ireland ; and, in 1582, returned with him to Eog-
lind. In 1586, he obtained a graat of 3000 acres of land in the coun-
ty of Cork, and in the following year took poffeflion of his eftate, where
be generally continued to refide till 1598, when, as Drummond relates
oa the authority of Ben Johnfon, his houfe was plundered and burnt by
the Irith rebels ; his child murdered ; and himfelt, with his wife, drivea
in the greateft diftrefs to Eogland. It was in the courfe of eleven years,
pafled in Ireland, that he compofed his ¢ Fairy Queen. *

¢ If thefe dates be corre&, it will follow, that notwithftanding the
iffiberal oppofition of Lord Burleigh, whofe memory has been devoted
to ignominy by every admirer of Spenfer, the period during which our
amisble was condemned ’

To fret his foul with croffes and with cares,
To eat his heart with comfortlefs defpairs, )
wai sot very long protradted ; fince he began to enjoy the advanta
of public-officq agt the age of 26, and, at 33, was rewarded by an 5:::
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ple aod independent fortune, of which he was only deprived by a gene.
tal and national calamity. Few candidates of court favour, with so
better pretenfions than great literary merit, have been fo fuccefsful.

« ¢ Mr Warton has offered the beft excules that can be alleged for the
defe@s of the ¢ Fairy Queen, * afcribing the wildnefs and irregularity
of its plan to Speofer’s predile@ion for Ariofto. But the ¢ Orlando
Fariofo, ’ though abfurd and extravagant, is nniformly amufiog. We
are enabled to travel to the coaclufion of our journey without fatigue,
though often bewildered by the windings of the road, and furprifed by
the abrupt cheoge of our travelling companions ; whereas it is fcarcely
poflible 10 accompaony Spenfer’s allegorical heroes to the end of ther
excurfions, They want flefh and blood ; a want, for which nothing
can compenfate. The perfouification of abfiraét ideas furnithes the
moft brilliant images of poetry ; but thefe meteor forms, which Rartle
and delight us when our feafes are flurried by paffion, muft not be fub-
mitted to our cool and deliberate examination. A ghoft muft not be
dragged into day-light. Perfonifieation, protradted into allegory, af-
fe€ts a modern reader almoft as difagreeably as infpiration continued to
madocfs.

- ¢ This however was the fault of the age; and all that genius could
do for fuch a fubg®&, has been done by Spenfer.  His glowing fancy,
his unbounded command of langiage, and his aftonifhing facility amd
fweetacfs of verfification, have placed him in the 6rt rank of Eoglifh
poets. [t is hoped that the foﬁowing fpecimens, fele&ed from his mi-
vor compofitions, will be found to be tolerably illuftrative of his poetie
cal, as well as of his moral chara&er.

¢ The three firlt books of the ¢ Fairy Queen * were printed in quarto,
1590 ; and again, with the three next, in 1596. *

From the works of voluminous authors Mr Ellis has feleCted
fuch paffages as might give the beft general idea of their manner;
but he has alfo been imflefatigablc in fecking out all fuch beautiful
fmatler pieces as ufed to form the little colle@ions, called, in the
quaint Janguage of the times, Garlands. His own work may be
confidered as a new garland of withered rofes. The Eft eon-
chides with the reign of Charles Il. The publication feems to -
have been made with the ftrikeft attention to accuracy, except
that, throughout the whole, the fpelling is reduced to the mo-
dern ftandard, for which we fear Mr Ellis may undergo the cen-
fure of thé more rigid antiquaries. For our part, as all the an-
tique words are carefully retained and accurately interpreted, we
do not think that, in a popular work, intelligibility fhould be fa-
crificed to the prefervation of a rude and uncertain orthography.
As an examplk of the amatory ftyle of Charles the Firft’s reign,
from which our later poetafters have fecurely pilfered for their
miftrefles’ ufe fo many locks of gold and teeth of pearl, not to
mention rofes and liljes, we infert the following fong from Ca-

new.. < AR



Woi: KN Syl of Eorl Evgh Potiy. 1Y
: * Afk me no inore wheve Jove béflows, ) : '
When June is palt, the fading rofe 3
Tor in your beauty’s orieut deep,
'I‘befe flowers as in their caufes fleep.
Afk me oo more whither do ftray
The golden atoms of the day 3 |
For in pure love hegven did prepare
Thofe powders to ¢nrich your hair,
Afk me nb more whither doth hafte
‘The nightingale; when May is paft ;
or in your {weet dividing throat
Bhbe winters; and keeps warm lier note,
Afk me o mote where thofe ftars Iig-ht,
That downwards fall a dead of night ;
or in your eyes they fet, and there
Fixed become a3 in their fphere.

Atk me no more if eaft or weft
The phetaix builds her fpicy neft 4
For unto you at laft fhe flies,
Aad in your fragrant bofom dies. *
1t only remains to mention, that there are prefixed to thefe vo-
two accurate lifts of Englith poets, one_chronological, and
the other alphabetical, from 1230 to 1650; and that there is an
Effay at the conclufion, in which the author’s opinion concerning
the origin of language is condenfed and recapitulated.

Aer, X1, Ingdiries concerning the Nature of a Metallic Subflance, lately
Jold in London as a New Metal, under the Title of Palladium. By
Richard Chenevix Efg. F. R. 8. and M. R. 1. A. From Philo-
fophical Tranfa&tions for 18e3. Part 1I. )

Wx confider ¢his a8 a very excellenit paper ; and, fince the {ub-
ject is not only curious in detail, but may lead to feveral
general views, we fhall devote a few pages to fuch an
account of Mr Chenevix’s inquiries, as may introduce them to
the acquaintance of our readers.

An advertifement was circulated laft fpting, defcribing the che-
wical properties of a mew noble metal, called palladivm, or new
Jlver.  Specimens of it were expofed to fale; and no account
whatever was given of the manner or the place in which they had
been procured. They had all wndergone the eperation of the
fstting mill; and were formed into thin lamine. Nothing like
1 sawrought fpecimen, a bit I:f the ore, or a portion of its ma-
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