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316 Pindication of the Celts, Je. July

called Wye at Monmouth; but it is out of my prains what is
the name of the other river; bat it is all one; *tis as like as my
fingers to my fingcrs, and there is falmon in both.’( Vind. p. 103 ).

We fhall conclude with ftating, very briefly, our general opi-
nion of the Vindication of the Celts. 1t certainly completely
fails in its attempts to prove the grand pofitions with which it
fets out, and to overturn Mr Pinkerton’s hypothefis ; but it de-
ftroys what is weak, and exprfes what is falfe, in that gentle-
man’s Differtation. 1t may thus be of great fervice to him, if
he be not too obftinate to give up what is untenable, and too
proud, or too hardened, to confcfs and corre& his literary de-
linquencies.  The caufe of truth muft at all events be benefited ;
it will be freed from error: and the complete and frequent de-
tetion of miftake, and want of fidelity, in Mr Pinkerton, will
induce the readers of fimilar warks not to put implicit confidence
in the moft folemn affeverations, but to examine every authority,
and judge for themfelves.

Arr. VIILI. | The Hiflory of the Maroons, from their Origin to the
Eflablifbment of their Cbicf Tribe at Sierra Leone ; including the Ex-
pedition 10 Cuba, for the purpofe of procuring Spamifp Chaffeurs ; and
the State of the [fland of Famacia for the lafi ten years ; with a fuccin8
Hiflory of the Ifland previous to that peried. By R. C. Dallas, Efq.
Two Volumes 8vo. pp. 987. London, Longman & Rees. 1803.

’W'Hl-:lt the title of 2 work extends to fuch a length, and em-
braces fo minute a detail of the contents, there is reafon
to fufpe& that the author hes either mifnamed his performance,
or that bis defign is defe@ive in unity ; and the moft curfory
perufal of the volumes now before us muft convince any one that
1t is liable to both thefe exceptions in no common degree. -

The defign of the book is ftated by the author, in 2 very tur-
gid and diffufe preface, to comprehend the Hiftory of the Maa
roons, a fubje@ extremely fhort and fimple, not neceflarily
connefted with any other branch of Weft Indian politics, and
capable of being handled, without reference either to the ge-
neral topics of colonial affairs, or the private adventures of in-
dividuals. But the concifenefs of the fubje& was apparently its
chief drawhack in the eyes of Mr Dallas ; and we are indebt-
ed to his defire of eking it out for at leaft one half of the
pages which compofe thefe volumes. Becaufe the Maroons lived
in Jamaica, a ¢ fuccin@ bifiory’ of that ifland is prefixed; occu.
Pying a hundred pages. Above twenty pages are added, repeat-
ing fome of this hiftory, and defcribing the fate of affaits in St
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Domingo, becaufe thefe bore fome relation to the interefts of
Jamaica. Then, becaufe the Maroons were negroes, and other
negroes are flaves, a copy of the confolidated Slave aét of Ja-:
maica is allowed to occupy above fifty pages. Colonel Quarreil
‘was fent to Cuba to hire bloodhounds during the lat Maroon
war; therefore the whole adventures of this gentleman are re-
lated in a hundred and twenty pages, with a minute defcription
of the towns through which he paffed, the perfonages whom he
happened to vifit, and many of the entertainmentsat which he was
prefent. After the whole fobjet of the Maroons has been ex-
haufted, our author finds he has nearly two hundred of his pages-
yet to fill; and this he does handfomely enough with defultory
remarks, anecdotes, defcriptions, and ftatements, relative to Ja-
maica and the negroes. The fame glaring want of tafte, and
obvious fpirit of book making, which united in di@ating this
plan, appear to have prefided over its execution: The ftyle is |
throughout wretched, and the compofition is precifely that of a
novel. We believe few works, under the name of Hiftory,
furnifh fo many fpecimens of flippancy, bombaft, and dereli&ion
of dignity, as this of Mr Dallas. It is written not only in the
form of letters, but with all the pertnefs and-levity ef female
epiftolary correfpondence. The meaneft forms of expreflion are
conftantly reforted to, without the excufe of neceffity, or the re-
muneration of humour. The moft pompous images are intro-
duced, where the {ubj.& required only plain narrative ; and, as
if to render the appearance of thofe figures more ludicrous, they
are ufually furrounded with the loweft allufions of which our
language is fufceptible. The more trivial and undignified inci-
deots are feleéted for the purpofe of amufing; and the whole
mafs appears to have been combined with a rapidity that ex-
cluded all chance of correftion or arrangement.

To juftify thefe ftrictures,. we fhall lay before our readers a
few {pecimens, taken almoft at random, from the rich aflortment
which every letter prefents us with. Partly from the inelegance
of manners, and the vulgarity of charater, which prevails in
moft of the commercial fettlements of the New World, and part-
ly from the admixture of the gibberith ufed by the negroes, the
nomenclature of the Weft Indian iflands is extremely ill adapted
to the purpofes of a dignified or affeing narrative. It would
have been difficult even for Robertfon to have fuftained the
complete propriety and decorum of his ftyle, had he been called
upon to narrate the a&ions of Cudjoe, Johnny, and Cuffy—at
the Cockpits, Hellfhire, Naony, Parliftion Trafh-houfe, Amity
Hall, One-eye, or Putty-putty bottom. But a writer of the
moft limited fkill in compofition will perceive the neceflity of

introducing
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introducing all fuch memes as feldom as poffible in his finer paf-
fages; and will, upon no account whatever, aggravate the na-
tural mesnnefs of his fubje@ by detailing the remarks of ne-

oes in broken language, and adopting, unneceffarily, their low
and difgufting expreflions. Of this rule our author feems la-
mentably ignorant. His negroes are always chattering, and his
epithets are rather vulgar and ludicrous, than eafy or familiar.
Such of our readers ps with to fee the effefs of negro eloquence,
in working up the etoge of a conquering general, and in eluci-
dating the do&rines of ethics, may turn to vol. i. p. 246, and
vol. 1. p. 226. :

The charalter of Mr Dallas’s nomenclature may, indeed, be
eftimated by the circumftance of ¢ fellows’ generally being pre-
ferred to ¢ men,’ or ¢ foldiers;’ and by the following affortment
of terms, which all occur in two pages, ¢ villain,'—¢ villanous’—
¢ rafcals’—* tars’— vagabonds,’ vol. ii. p. 46, 47.

Our author is not more happy irrhis combinations of words,
than in his fele&ion of fimple applications. The difficulty of
confining the Maroons by a cordon is compared to that of ¢ pen-
ning pigeons in a meadow,’ vol. i. 238. A fubaltern, ata certain
poft, had ¢ a ticklib game to play,’ vol. ii. 82, And, immediate-
1y before, we are told, that ¢ Senor (or, as he calls him, Signor)
Pedraflo’' woxld not sport bis toe,’ although Mr Quarrell, ¢ dreffed
a la mijitaire, walked a minuet with the Ma:quifa, and fupplied,
by good humour and addrefs, ¢ the place of geflic lore,’ ib. 79.

In the larger patches of compofition, which are intended to
firike the reader, Mr Dallas is, if poffible, ftill lefs felicitous.
Our unfeigned and confcientious admiratior of the perfon be-
daubed in the following paflage may lead us to excufe a digref-
fion of this fort; but it inclines us, at the {ame time, to lament
that fo little tafte thould be difplayed on fo fine a fubje&.

¢ And here, my dear friend, fuffer me to pay a tribtue of gtaticude
and admiration, however flight it may be from my pen, to the con-
fummate ftatefman, whofe wifdom and forefight, whofe prudence and
perfeverance, whofe talents and fivmnefs, whofe energy and virtue, have -
fuved this realm; faved the majelty of a Sorvercign, the dignity and
fpirit of a gentleman, the independence and happinefs of a people.
The brilliancy of fuch a charader cannot be eclipfed by the turbulence
of party-fopliltry, and the fermenting crudities of mob-leaders. Who
obferves any obfcurity in the tranfit of Mercury acrofs the Sun? Nay,
although the glorious orb of heat and light is at times durkened by an
ioferior inteipofer, the opaque body foon paffes away, and leaves its
fplcndour undiminithed,’ &c.  vol. 1. p. 16 19

‘Our author’s talents for defcribing the beauties of natural
fcenery are fomewhat of the fame caft with his powers of eu-
logizing great charaéters,

. [ 'I’hel
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¢« The fite of the New Town commands a profpe®, in which the
charms of the foblime and of the beautiful are united, and prefents
fubjeéts that would have been worthy of the Italian pencil in the age
of Leo, and are worthy of the Englith one under George IIT. Ima.
gine that you have rode in 2 carriage from Moatego-Bay to John's
Hall, that you have mounted and walked your horfe up the long
afcent to Kenfington, that you have trotted through majeftic woods
to Vaughan’s field, made your way to the Old Town, and {crambled
a-foot through the defile to the New one; you will ftand in need of
relt, and I fhall therefore let you {ledp till the next moraing.  The
fioke of the habitations has been condenfed by the weight of the mighte
air, and has mingled with the thick and feecy-looking fog rifing from
innumerable glades. Injure not my defeription, by fuffering the intru~
Gion of a mifplaced idea of an infalubrious exbalation,” &c, Vol. i.
p- 84. 8s. -

If, to the manifold imperfe&ions now pointed out in the ftyle
and arrangement of this work, we add the want of any corre& re-
ference toauthoritiesupondifpated points; the excefliverapidity of
thenarrative in the moft important parts of the fubje&, contrafted
with extrcme minutenefs of detail on snore trivial occafions; and
the moft unpardonable negligence in quoting the opinions or
ftatements of thofe who are attacked for error or inaccuracy,
it will perhaps be admitted, that the author has fomewhat too
highly eftimated the importance of his work, when he ranked
it with that clafs of writings in which the qualities of elegance,
dignity, and corretnefs, are moft peculiarly required. But if,
inftead of a hiftory, we had only been led to expe& in thefe vo-
lumes an amufing colleion of anecdotes, founded in truth, we
muft admit, that we thould have rifen from the perufal highly
fatisfied. This is, in fa&, confidered as a book of entertainment,
one of the moft pleafing and interefting that we have ever met
with, Taking it in this point of view, the fele@tion and arrnge-
ment difplays no fmall portion of fkill; but, then, there is too
much ftatiftical detail and protra&ed narrative for a mere mifcel-
lany intended to amufe: fo that although the perufal of the great-
er part may give pleafure to thofe who read without any other
obje& than the gratification of a curiofity quickly excited, fatif«
fied, and forgotten; in a word, to the readers of novels, maga-
zines; and newfpapers; yet they will pafs over a confiderable
- portion without finding any thing to arreft their attention: while
the readers of hiftory will probably difcover little in the whole
work which is not better told elfewhere, and will be difgufted
with the manner in which that little is delivered. To a certain
clafs of readers, indeed, this work may prove a fource of more
unmingled delight. They who cosfider the prefent fyﬂe{;\r c}{

¢
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Weft Indian policy as right and expedient, that i3 to fay, they
who poffefs Weft Indian eftates, which require new fupplies of
negroes, will probaby receive great fatisfa&ion from the prin~
ciples maintained by Mr Dallas; and we cannot help withing
that he had ventured to a& upon what muft be his belief or
convidion, that thofe perfons are the leaft refpe&table of his
readers.

As fome of the fubje&s of Mr Dallas’s work are in themfelves
highly interefting, and as, we doubt not, the qualities which, ac-
cording to the foregoing eftimate, it may be allowed to poffefs will
procure it many readers, we fhall now dire& our attention more
particularly to the plan and fubftance of the book; pointing out,
in the firft place, the real amount of the new information which
the author pretends to communicate; and then ftating what ap-
pear to us the chief queftions of more general difcuffion, that
arife out of the hiftorical detail. ¢

The ¢ Succin@ Hiflory of Famasica,’ we are informed in the

. preface, is the work of  MrCautting; and Mr Dallas beftows

upon it a very liberal eulogium. Now, this information happens
to be as incorre@ as the-eulogium is unmerited; for the ¢ Suc-
ciné? Hiffory’ is a very bad abftra& from Edwards, frequendy
exprefled in the fame words, and fometimes adorned with the
very quotations of that well known author.

The firft letter, which is pretty much on the fame fubje&, Mt
Dagllas has derived from the fame fource; but this he partly ac.
knovledges in a note. In one part of the letter we meet with
a theory, given under the form of a fa&, and, we will venture
to fay, equally unfounded in both thefe capacities. The expe-
dition to St Domingo is charged with being the caufe of the ne-
gro emancipation in that ill fated colony. He muft, indeed, be
grofsly ignorant of Wett Indian affairs who can difcover, in the
Britifh invafion, the flighteft connexion with the internal diffen-
fions which, both before and after the year 1793, overthrew the
colonial fyftem of the French iflands. We with Mr Dallas had
ftudied thofe parts of Edwards, from which inftru&ion was to
be derived, as attentively as he has perufed the parts from
which he could extra& and abridge. It is difficult to fay in
what chapter of the ¢ Hiffory of St Domingo’ the moft complete
refutation of this calumny may be found: And yet Edwards,
like every Jamaica landholder, is loud in condemning the St Do-
mingo expedition; he even feems willing to believe in fome
myfterious connexion between that meafure and the proclamation
of the French commiffioners. But the whole of thofe memorable
events, which preceded the invafion under General Williamfon,

. concur
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concur to demonftrate, that the negro emancipation was not even
accelerated by the fears of the Republican agents.

In the account which Mr Dallas gives of the Maroons, he is
much more copious and amufing than Mr Edwards; but only
now and then gives us more real information. Among the def~
derata which common readers muft have found in Edwards’
tra&, and which the prefent work fupplies, we may mention as
moft -important the diftin& ftatement of the difference between
the original Maroons and the runaway Negroes, who afterwards
reccived the fame appellation. The former were the flaves of
the Spaniards, left behiud them at their expulfion; and they fet-
tled in the eaftern and northern parts of the ifland. The latter
left their mafters in the rebellion 1690, and fettled on the fouth
fide. They were afterwards joined by a number of fugitives,
chiefly Coromantees; by the Cottawoods, a tribe of the Ma-
roons; and by the Madagafcars, a tribe of uncertain origin.
This new race of independent negroes was confolidated under:
the famous chief Cudjoe, in 1730; and became fo formidable,
that, after various unfucoefsful attempts to feduce them, Gover-

-nor T'relawney was induced to give them an advantageous peace
in the year 1738. It was this tribe alone that engaged in the laft
rebellion. Now, from Mr Edwards® account no fuch informa«
tion can be colle@ed: He makes no diftinétion between the ori-

inal Spanith Maroons, whofe defcendants ftill remain in the
1fland, and the tribe of Cudjoe, the Trelawney Town Maroons,
compofed of rebels and fugitives from the Englifh plantations,
witha few Spanith Maroons. Thefe were fent, off, after the laft
rebellion ; firft to Nova Scotia, and then to Sierra Leone.

Another obligation, under which Mr Dallas has laid the in«

uifitive reader, arifes from the clear and accurate defcription
of the Cockpits, and the Maroon mode of fighting. For want of
this, the narrative of Edwards is extremely obfcure in many parts.
We are ftill farther indebted to our author, for corre&ing feveral
mifreprefentations into which Edwards has been led by his in-
terefted zeal againft every thing that tends to favour the negroes.
Accuftomed, as we have been, to the inaccuracies of that writeg
upon all negro queftions, we were not fusprifed to find abun-
dant confirmations of our general opinions refpe&ing his hiftoria
cal merits. We nevar believed his account of the Maroon cha-
rafter, Mr Dallas brings his own teftimony,and that of his re~
fpe@able informers, to ftrengthen our difbelief.

As an example of the difcrepancy which often prevails among
eye.witnefles of the fame falts, we may obferve, that both thefe
writers ground feveral of their contradi@ory opinions upon al-
loged perfonal obfervation; and as a proof of Mr Edwards’ zeal

VOL. II. NO. 4. Cce . to
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to blacken the charaller of the Maroons, we {kall méntion onge
fingular circumftance. Mr Dallas tells us, that fix weeks after
Colonel Fitch’s death, his flieleton was fonnd among other bortes
of the fluin, and that the fkull was threwn withia the ribs (vak.i.
p- 239). In order to reader this piGure more horrid, Me
Edwards has converted the fix wecks mto a day or two, covered
thre bones with flefh, and filled tlie abominable cavity with bowels-
(fe&. 3. fud fine). WHhat he thus gains is indeed trifling; but
the dithonefty of a trick is not much palliaved by the mﬁps.
cance of the gain.

A more extenfive error has been committed by the fame
writer, if we smay truft the refult of a comparifen which netas.
ally forces itfelf on us, in reading his aecount of the plan for
employing bloodhounds, (fe&. 1. & 4.), and contrafting it with
the narrative given by Mr Dallas, (vol. ii. p. 4. ¢ fogq.) -

Mr Dallas afcribes the fuggeftion of thisvery dubious meafure
to a converfation held by Mr Quarrell with a Spaniard, who had
feen it adopted fuccefsfully againft the Mufquito Indians. Mr
Edwards, after ftating a fact wholly omittedby Mr Dallas, that
dogs had been employed for tracking the Maroens in the war
1130, defcribes the meafures of 1795 as a recarrence to the
laudable policy of former times. According to the former an-
thor, the only ufe of the dogs was ta find ost the retreats of
the Maroons. The narrative of the latter proves, that the dif-
covery of their haunts muft be synonymous with their immediate
butchery, either by the dogs or the chaffeurs. Edwards de-
fcribes the dogs as trained to the chace of wild cattle. Dallas
uniformly diftinguifhes the true bloodhounds from thefe ufed
in cattle hunting; the one, being trained exclufively to the foent
of men, the tafte of human flefh, and the tearing of the vi&im:
limb from limb; the other, being omly common honads, of great
ftrength indeed, but of very inferior value, in negro warfare.
We fhall infert, for the information of our readers, the follow-
ing defcription, from vol. ii. p. 56, 63, & 67.

¢ The dogs carried out by ttie Chafleurs del Rey are perfe@ly brokent
in; that is to fay, they will not kil the obje@ they purfue, unlefs reéa
fited. On coming up with a fugitive, they bark at him till lic {tops 5
they then couch near him, terrifyuag him with a ferocious growling if
he flirs. In this pofition they continue barkjng, to give rotice to
the chaffeurs, who come up and fecure their prifoner. Each chaffsur,.
though he can hunt only with two dogs properly, is obliged to have
three, which he maintains st his own coﬁ;.md that at no fmall expences
Thefe people live with their dogs, from which they are infeparable. At
home, the dogs are kept chained ; and when walking with their malters,
are never unmuzzled, or let out of ropes, but for attack. The; are

conlEantly




1583, © Dallas’s Hifory of the Maroéns, 868

conftaitly accomipanied with ome or two fmall dogs,.called finders,
whofe fcent is very keen, and always fure of hitting off a trick. Dogs
asd bitches hunt équally well; and tire chaffeurs rear no more than will
ﬁa:] the number required. This breed of dogs, indeed, is not o
ific as the common kinds, though infinitely (tronger and hardier.
he animal is the fize of a very latge hound, with ears ereét, which
are ufaally cropped at the points; the nofe more pointed, but widening
very much towards the after-part of the jaw. His coat, or fkin, is
mauch harder than that of moft dogs, and fo muft be the whole ftru&ore
of the body, as the fevere beatings he undergoes in training would kil
any other fpecies of dog. There are fome, but not many, of a more
ufe nofe, and which are rather fquare fet. Thefe, it may be pre-
, have been crofled by the maitiff; but if by this the oulk has

been a hittle increafed, it has added nothing to the (frength, height,
Beiyty, or agility, of thé native bréed.” p. 56— ;8. ’
¢ The purfuit of the game is entitely the province of the finder ; thé
arger dogs, from their training, would pafs a hog without notice:
Were one of them to bark at a hog he would be fevercly punithed.”

b 63. .

¢ The Befucal chafleurs had not above feventy dogs properly broke;
the others, of which they had many, though of the fame breed, will
kill the olfject they putfue: they fly at the throat, or other part of a
man, and never quit their lold, till they are cut in two. Thefe dogs,

however, are feldom if ever, carried out till perfe@ly trained.’ p. 67.

Now, let it be remembered, that one hundred and twenty dogs
and forty chafleurs, were tranfported from Befucal to Jamaica;
and it muft be evident that few only of the number were pro-
perly trained; and, confequently, that more of the duty of hunt-
ing Maroons was meant to be left to the bloodhounds than ts
the drivers. :

To Mr Dallas we are alfo indebted for a ftatement entirely
emitted by Mr Edwards, not only of the real caufe of terror,
whiceh the negroes of Jamaica had, on the landing of the hounds;
a terror which Mr Edwards afcribes to falfe accounts of their

ualities, but alfo of the fpecimens given by thefe animals, of
gbeir tkill in the chace of men, and their thirft of human bloods
vol. ii.'p. 160. & 169.

¢ In this bottem Zeny encamped, judging it bettet to give reft to the
men and the dogs, now exhaulted with fatigue as well as thirft, and to
advance on the Mareons in the morning, with the day before him, whea
the enemy would be lefs able to avail themfelves of their fuperior know-
ledge of the ground than in the night. The party had fcarcely ereéted
their huts when the barking of a dog was heard near them. 'I'hey got
immediatcly under arms, and proceeding in the dire®ion of the fuund,
difcovered a negro endeavouring to make his efcape. One of the Spa~
‘pith dogs was fent afier him. On coming up, the negro cut him twice
Cc4 ' with
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with his mufchet, on which the dog feized him by the nape of the neck,
and fecured him.’ p. 160. 161, '

¢ Que of the dogs that had beea unmuzzled to drink, when there was
ot the Jeaft apprehenfion of any mifchicf, went up to the womaa who
was fitting attending to a pot in which fhe was preparing a mefs. The
dog fmelled at it, and was troublefome ;_ this provoked ber; fhe took
up a flick and began to beat him, oa which he feized on her throat,
which he would not let go till his head was fevered from his body by his
mafter. The windpipe of the woman being much torn, fhe could not
be faved.” p. 169. .

It is only neceffary to add, that Mr Dallas is as keen an advo-
cate as Mr Edwards for the use of the bloodhounds; that he
derives all his original information from the perfon charged with
the employmient of procuring them, and honoured with the
praife of having fuggefted the plan; that he evidently foftens
the information, as much as is confiftent with truth; and that
we can obtain a fair account of the fcheme of the agents em-
ploved in executing it, only by comparing the different parts of
his fcattered narrative. We have judged it neceffary to enter
into thefe details, becaufe they furnifh the moft material branch
of the new matter contained in this work, and prepare the reader
for the difcuffion of the main queftion fuggefted by the Maroon
affairs—the propriety of employing bloodhounds in a war againft
human beings. We now proceed to offer a few remarks upon
this point, chiefly becaufe we conceive it has been much miftated
on both fides, and becaufe the fituation of Weft Indian affairs
renders the recurrence of fimilar difcuffions a matter of high
probability *. We think it neceflary to premife that, after the
dogs arrived in Jamaica, they were yniformly kept in the rear of
the army; that, unlefs in the two inftances above mentioned,
they never fhed 2 drop of human blood ; dnd that the com-
mander, on all occafions, peremptorily reje@ed the earneft foli-
citations of the Spanith chaffeurs, who were eager to finifp the
war, as they termed it, and to obtain the 960 dollars per head
of the Maroons. We do not mean this as a compliment to the
gallant officer, who innocently, rather than glorioufly, termi-
nated the campaign; for, had he a&ted otherwife, he would have
been, in our apprehenfion, guilty of a crime.

The queftion upon which we propofe to offer a few remarks,
is clofely conne&ted with the firft principles of political fcience,

N -
* If common fame may be credited, the Freoch are at prefent ea-

gaged in a campaign againft the St Domingo rebels, with the aid of
bloodhounds. Confidering the nature of the confalar government, aod
the wretched people over whom it is ftretched, we cannat avoid being
aftonifhed at this meafure baving only now been adopted.
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and may appear to sévour a little too much of metaphysical
difputation. We fhall endeavour, however, to fteer cléar of
casuiftical topics, and to offer a few plain criteria for the oxarhi-
nation of the fubje&.

It muft be observed, in the outset, that the mere consider#tion
of humanity is by no means the chief argument apainst ithe
employment of extraordinary methods of attack. Inalil civilized-
warfare, certain common and mutual rights are recognized; and
the dread of retaliation will always operate as a prudential motive’
upon thofe combatants whofe feelings are the moft callous. It

. is not, therefore, from motives of humanity, but from views of
intereft, that the chief arguments on both fides of this queftion
will naturally be drawn. Byoverlooking this principle, however,
it has happened, that all the arguments of analogy which have
been ufed to defend the employment of bloodhounds againft the
Maroons, if they prove any thing, prove a vaft deal too much.
The party who favoured the scheme, including the Legislature
of Jamaica, maintained, that animals had all along been used in
war, by the moft refined nations in the world; that the Asiatics
had used elephants, and would have enlifted lions and tygers in
their fervice, had thefe poffeffed fufficient docility; that every
European nation adopts the use of horfes, principally for the
purpofe of following up an attack upon difcomfited and flying
infantry. Bat, furely, if the only limits to the right of employ-
ing fuch auxiliaries, are the previous ufage of what we thus
term civilized ftates, and the fafety with which thofe auxiliaries
may be employed, the very fame limits may be ftretched, fo as
to comprehend all the ftratagems of ancient warfare, the serpent-
pots of Hannibal, the affaffins of the Old Man of the Mountain,
the poifoned arrows of the Indians and Orientals, nay, the com-
pendious wafte of life by poifoning the meat and drink of an
enemy, and the punifhment of captives by tortures, not to men-~
tion red-hot balls, and refufal of quarter. . The fame expedients
may be juftified by the other more general argument which the
advocates for the ufe of bloodhounds reforted to, that the juf-
tice of the end juftifies all the means which can be proved ufe-.
ful towards its attainment. To poifon the water of a befieged
¢ity, or to affaffinate the generals of a hoftile army, are meafures
of obvious ufe towards the defeat of the enemy, and are no
more liable to the charge of wantonuefs, or malice, or needless
stuelty, than any other a&s of hottility.

To the iltuftrations given by Edwards, in his ftatement of the
reafoning adopted by the Aflembly of Jamaica, Mr Dallas adds
feveral other topics, which he feems to think ftil} more desifive
of the queftion. ¢ Were a man,” he demands, ¢ bit by a mad
dog, would he fcruple to cut or burn out the part which had
seceived the contagion?. Do we not amputate a limb, to fave
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the body? and if felf-prefervation,” he opntinues, ¥ diGam

thefe perfonal fuffesings, fhall not the prefervation of a large

community jultify the ufe of the resdieR, perhaps the only

means of averting deftrution?’ But, befides, that this azge.

ment applies, like all the reft which we have oauﬁdcr;d %o the
© jultification of every fpecies of emormity, whereby military
_ aqperations may be facilitated, and the defiru&ion of war rea-
dered more extenfive and unfparing, it fhould be remembered,
that the very at of hoftilities againft any tribe, prefyppofps it
not ta be a part of the community whigh casries on the war
with it. It is ludicrous to talk of a congeffian, or 2 lofs, er &
facrifice, made to preferve one of the helligerent pasties, at the
fole expence of the'other. The a@t of {ubmitting ta 2 painful
and extraordmary prnvauon, in .erder to prevent 2 fill greater
evil, derives its whole merit from affefling the perfon er the
community, that at ance feels the {mart, and reaps the benefit :
We can give but litle credit to the heroifm which feoks for
felf-prefervation, nat in f{elf-denial and fufferings, but in the
pains and injuries of others.

It is indeed alleged, that the Maroons were rebels, and jnot
enemies. But although, like many other nations, they awed their
origin to a fuccefsful rehellian at a former l‘fm'locl it is clear that
they had acquired, by the conceffions of the Eurapeans them{felves,
a right to be treated, in many impartant particulars, exadly
like an independent commuoity. Ry the celebrated treaty moft
unfortunately concluded in the yesr'1738, in canfequence of
~ mutual mifconceptions of the fiate of things on each fide, lands

+were granted in perpetuity ta the Maroons, as a feparate tribe;
the general plan of a fyftem was fketched out, by which they
agreed to regulate themfelves towards their Britith neighbouss;
and, by their own voluntary agreement, certain limitations
were impofed upon their pawer of arsanging their awn affairs.
Although the feeds of a new rupture bad been left ta fpring
up gradually by the operation of this compad, (as toe oftem
bappens in the tranfaiions of greater commnnmes), it is obyie
ous that the immediate caufe of the boftilities in 1985 was.of
fuch a nature as would, in Europe, have hegn held ta threw tha
blame upon Great Britain. The letter of the treaty wes obferved
and its {pirit completely difregarded. Two Maroans were whipt
for thieving. To this their ceuntrymen would have hod nooh-
jections ; but, then, the punifhment was pexformed by the hands
ofa ﬂave, while it was well known thgt the meft irreconcileable
enmity has been fuccefsfully encouraged betwesn the Maraons
and the enflaved negroes. The reheliion would have been quel«
led, bhad not another ftep been adopted, equally repugnant tq
the fpirit of the treaty—that of fcu(hng thafe who same to makg

2




-1803, Daliss’s Hyffory of ¢bs Maroons. 387

fubmilfion, on boaod of a vellel, when it was known that the
thing moft dreaded by the Maraons was tranfportation from the
cauntry. - If, to thefe anneceflary infults, we add, the perfever-
iag oblinaey with mbich the government maintaiaed in his of-
“fice & {uperinsendant, extremely obnexiaus to the tribe, and ex-
cluded from that fitustion the porfos who had gained .their en-
tire favour and confidence, we thall- probably be inclined to
think that the Maroons did not refost to haftilities, without
having fomswhat of the fame pretexts which are held to juftify
moce civilized nstions 3a adopting warlike meafures; and, at
-any rate, that there was nothing fo extraordinary in their.can-
du&, as w juftify the adoption of uncommon methods of annoy-
ance on the other fide.

But Mr Dallas ridicules the clamounr that was raifed ia Eng-
land againft the employment of bloodhounds; partly by enu-
merating inftances of greater and more inexculable violence;
-fuch as, the Spanisrds hunting the naked Americaus, the Ro~
mans expofing criminalsto wild beafts intheir public amufements,
and the Spartans hunting the Helotes for their diverfion; and
partly by flating, what he confiders as a parallel cafe, the prac-
tice of keeping watch.dags. With refpe@ to the lafk of thefe
arguments, it 13 fuflicient to remark, that the objetion formerly
urged, applies to it in full force: it proves a great deal too much,
if we admit that it applies at all. With refpe& to the former
cafes, what do they preve, but that fill greater enormities wene
once committed by the Spaaiards, the Romans, and the Spar.
tans, than thofe of which we bave to accufe the government of
Jammnica? It is'no very great vinditation of our countrymen in
the colony, that the enormity of their condu& was lefs (hock-
ing than thafe outrageons violations of every human feeling and
pninciple, by which the moft warlike nations of antiquity, and
one of the greatefl flates in modern times, have brandud their
pames with everlafting infamy,

The circumflance of a differsace in civilization, cannot, by
any means, render the cafe of the Marocons an exception to the
daws which, partly from right declared by ufage, partly from
dlear views of mutual intereft, probibit a recurrence to extra~

. sordinary modes of asnoyance. It becomes a refined people to
war with {avages, if circumftances render {uch hoftilities netef- <
{acy, according to the fame rules of honour and good faith which

» regulate their attacks upon more palifhed ftates. Once admit that
the line may be overftepped in coafideration of the chara&er of
the enemy, aad you muft {fan&ion the adoption of every enor-
mity which is pradifed by favages themlelves in their barba.
rous fyflem of warfare. It is the proud diftinction of a civi-
lized nation, to have abandoned, at a former period of iits pro+
grefs, all thofe arts of ferocious ingenuity; and there is not a
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thade te feparate the crime-of recurring to the fame flate of bar-
barifm, in order to oppofe tribes who have not yet abandoned it,
from the crime of introducing thofe modes of barbarity into
contefts with civilized nations, in order-thet this temporary de-
reli®ion of the civilized flate may render the continuamce of
hottilities fthorter, and their recurrences lefs frequent.

But the Maroons had various advantages, in their knowledge
of the country—their acute fenfes—their perfeverance under
hardhips and privation. These are the only advantages of {ava-
ges; and, to counterbalance them, we apprehend, the advan-
tages peculiar to civilized warriors are abundaatly fefficient.
We conceive that discipline, artillery, and regular fupplies of
provifions, will generally render acuteaefs of fenfe fuperfluous,
patience and perfeverance unneceflary, and acquaintance with
the faftnefles of the country of little avail,

In the fituation of the Maroons, the fortnitous circumstsnces
of an uncommonly ftrong pofition, sad nice adaptation to the
rigours of the climate, were added to the common advantages
of rude tribes. But vaft faperiority of numbers, all the fa-
cilities arifing from a poffeflion of the towns and coafts, and a
decided preference in the eyes of the flaves, were no trifting
matters in favour of the Europeans, to mutch the uccidental
fuperiority of the favages in thefe particulars,  * \

The proceedings of the Maroons were indeed ftained with
thofe enormities whieh always attend a barbariaa’s conguefls:
" but the perpetration of fuch enormities is the great feature
which diftinguithes a faving flate: And as an immediate facri-
fice of the bad paflions to which they owe their origin, would
by no means infure the pofleflion of difcipline and refinement: fo,
the facrifice of regularity and humanity, would not fecure to Ba-
ropeans all advantages of fyftematic cruelty. Infhort, the contefft
betweon foes of different degreesof civilization,is a thing,on every
account, much to be deprecated. But if, by our own policy, we
have filled our colonies with barbariaas, let us not aggravate the
original crime, by adding it to another; let us not overleap the
bounds which feparate the favage from the civilized ftate. That
the bloodhounds were never ufed, can be no viadication of themes-
fure in queftion. 1f the Maroons had refifted, they would have
been partly tracked, that is, hunted and fhot, when they.could
not refift; partly torn to pieces by animals who are trained-to
the fcent and tafte of human blobd. It was only the effc@s
produced upon the {avages, by feeing this refinement of barbar-
ous tadtics, which preveated the apparatus from being ufedas it
was produced. It would be no vindication of @ general who
thould poifonhis fwords,or the enemy’s water, to fay, thatthe fear
of the poifcn kept the enemy from either fighting or drinking, by
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which he was fobdued ; nor would it much excufe a highway.
.man, that the fear of his piftol prevented him from committing
murder, in order of effe& a robbery. The Legiflature of Ja-
maica, if the idea of right applics to national proceedings,
weeo guilty of & breach of public duty, by hiring bloodheunds,
although this meafure opersted by fear and not by altual murder.
They were guilty of grofs impolicy, in an enlarged fenfe of the

« word, unlefs it can be alleged that the thorteft and eafieft means
of attaining a juftifisble obje@, are always the moft expedient,
even when they are moft criminal.

1t is upon the Legiflature of the ifland, and not upon the Go-
vernor or the Commander in Chief, that the foul ftain, which
we cannot help thinking the Britith name received in this tranfy
a&ion, muft ret. The Colonial Affembly, with that meannefs
of plan, that precipitancy of aftion,and that cowardly eagernefs
after prefent fafety, which might have been expe@ed in a parith
veftry, adopted this mode of proceeding, immediately after they
had nearly come to a pufillanimous refolution of giving the Ma.
xoons equal terms, without trying the effefts of General Wal.
pole’s fyftem. Their fubfequent condu@ was marked by fimilar
inconfiftency and narrownefs of views, both towards their own

in the bloodhound fcheme, and towards the Maroons themn
felves. They virtually acknowledged that Mr Quarrell bad faved
the ifland by his ability in executing the plan ; but they were too
jealous of a fellow colonift, to return him dire& thanks: They
treated with the enemy, and, in our humble opinion, violated
their plighted faith. This is the next queftion of importance in
confidering the Maroon affairs ; and we fhall fay but a very few
words upon it ; though it illuftrates the abfurdity of expe&ing
guch from Colonial Affemblies.

In the convention between the Maroons and General Wal-
pole, ratified by the Government, it was ftipulated, that they
fhould lay down their arms, and deliver up themfelves and the
deferter negroes, before a ipecified day. It was alfo ftipulated,
that they fhounld no? be carried out of the ifland. Now, it cannot
be denied that the Marpons were flow in performing their part
of the flipulation. The firlt day of {furrender fpecified in the
treaty was allowed to elapfe, and another wasnamed ; which alfo
pafled over, without any confiderable number of Maroons furren-
dering. General Walpole, therefore, deemed the treaty fuffi.
ciently infringed to juftify him in haftening their furrender, by
threats of ufing the hounds. But his prmcipal inftrument of
perfuafion confifted in affurances that the ftipulations of the
treaty would be ftricKly obferved by Government ; for he plainly
faw that the back wardnefs of the Maroouos arofe entirely from the
diftruft which forms fo diftinguifhing a featuse of thd: f:gge
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charaffer. As foon as hehad (ucceoded in removing thele fufpi-
¢ions, the Maroons {urrendered themsfelves, and the Aflembly,
on the gronnd of the treaty having been fet afide by their ddcy,
mmdutdy voted that they theuld be tranfported to the Britith
domigions in North Americs. Tise Governoc ieft the determi-
nation of this point entirely to them; aand they pofitively refufod
even to hear Gensral Walpole giveevidence with solpe& to thofe
parts of the Maroon affairs which he alone had an opportunity
of knowiog. When we confider the difference of the Britifh and
the Maroons in point of refinement, we thall perhaps be difpeled
2o think, that fome inacouracy on the part of ths latter, in ob-
ferving the precife terms of the treaty, might have beea for-
&iven. But when it is admitted that the Marooss coatinned to
come in gradually on the faith of the fubGiting treaty; that ¢heir
flownels originated indiflruft; that their fubmiffion was accepted
without sny new fRipulations, we cannot hefitate to declare
the rigorous candud of the Aflembly a direék violation of juftics,
as well as humanity, fupported by a pitiful nicety in the inter-
pretation of 2 compa&, the fpirit of which had been oblerved,
#s far as the Britith had any right to expe&, from their know-
ledge of the party with whom they bargained. The Maroons
were fent to Nova Bcotia, where they remained an cxponcc to
she ifland of Jamaica, from their habitual waat of induftry; and
waiferable from the feverity of the climate, and their hankering
sfter a more foutherly expofure. Rather induced by the ex-
pence, than by the unhappy condition of thefe people, the Colo-
pial Legiflature took mesafures, in the year 1790, for tranfport.
ing them to Sierra Leone, where they have fince lived in greater
quictnefs and comfart.

The opinions of our author upon all the negro queftions, dik
fer cxtramely from those which we have been led to form, even
by sttending to his own ftatements of fat. He pofitively de-
nies the dangers of an independent megro commonwealth being
allowed to grow up in the Weft Indies. Upon this subje& we
have already delivered our fentiments, and have fketched the
geafons on which they are founded. (No.l. Art. XXVIl.) He
objels to the fcheme of cultivating by free negroes, and asgues
sgaint the uthor of the ¢ Cr#s,’ in a vague and declamatory ftyle.
Although on this point we agree with him, yet we arenot at all
confirmed in our opinion, by his very loofe and fuperficial re-
marks, and we cannot avoid reprobating the carelefs or infidious
manner in which he alludes to the excellent writer juft now men-
tioned. He defcribes him as the champion of negro liberty, and
declaims againft the idea of emancipation, as if any one could
now be found wiiling te fupport fo infane a do@rine. .But no~
!hmg can be more abfurd than his defence of the flave traid:
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He ferionfly maintains, that it is anthorifed by religion and
wiage;. that it is caleulated to civilize Africa; gnd that the poflefa
fion of liberty is rendered of litsle value, by the recalie@ion of
what has lase]ly paffed in France, We have offen hesrd the
French revolution prefled into the fervice of thafe whe wanted 0
n grgymentym ad populum, to palliste exifting abufes in she poliv
tica] eftablifaments of Europe. But we have not until now obw
ferved that ealamitons event ufed e a vindiestion of domeftic
flavery, and flill lefa s a defence of the nagre commerve. -
Upon the whele, we cannot give much praife to Mr Dallas’y
performance, either as 4 biftory or a piece of reafoming. All the
grave sod srgumentstive part of it eada little to infiru& or comm
vince, The adventures of Mr Quarrell, however, and the sascs
dotes of the Maroan war, may certrinly amufe thofe who delight
in ufelefs reading ; and we muft acknowledge, that, after giving
up all idea of regeiving real benefit from the haok, we have been
highly entertained by perufing it merely as a romance, or sa
unimportant picge of bipgraphy. '

Axt. IX.~—Nawwell Theoric de la Formation des Filons, par A.G
;goet;'. Traduis de PAllemgnd, par J. F. Danbwion, Poris,

IN the prefent ftate of fociety, metallic fubftances are among the

moft powerful of our moral and phyfical agents. The theory
of their formation, and the rulesthat may lead to their difcovery,
are therefore the moft important objeéts of mineralogical re-
fearch. The circumftances in which they are found, the ecoe
nomy to be obferved in obtaining them, their probable ext
and poffible reprodu&ion, are inquires which affe& the intere
of all, and involve the moft intricate and intereiting queftions of
geological fpeculation.

The author of the work we are about to confider, has long en-
joyed deferved celebrity, His treatife ¢ on the External Cha,
ralers of Foffils,’ may be faid to have firft rendered minera-
logy a communicable ﬁ:ience, by fubftituting precife terms, ac-
curate definitions, and infallible criteria, for the vague, unmean- -
ing, or unintelligible defcriptions with which the adepts of thg
eld fchool had formerly bewildered their difciples, and involved
their art itfelf in barbarous myfticifm. Elevated by his talents to
the refpetable fituation of Profeflor in the firft mineralogical
fchool in Europe, Werner has feen his fyftem triumph over the
eppofition of prejudice, petulance, and jealoufy. His autbox:tl

. - H

—



