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THE CHALDEE MANUSCRIPT.

INTRODUCTORY NOTE,

To enter into the spirit of the following pungent jeu desprit,
and to appreciate its effect, the reader must take into account
the state of society in Edinburgh at the time when it appeared.
Forty years ago the Northern Metropolis was much more
locked uwp within itself than it now is. Its local interests,
literary and political, had not been merged, as they now in a
great measure are, in the general interests of the country. It
had a marked individuality—a life, a character, and an acti-
vity of its own, which pointed it out as & much fairer and more
definite mark for the shafts of the satirist, or, as the case
might be, for the compliments of the encomiast, than is now
presented, when its more prominent features have been worn
down.

The spirit which pervaded this somewhat confined com-
munity was a spirit of intense Whiggishness. This cha-
racter had been imparted to the society of Edinburgh, and
the social and literary ascendancy of the Whigs had been
secured, mainly through the agency of the Edinburgh Re-
view. During the first twelve or fifteen years of its circula-
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tion, this celebrated journal exercised an influence on public
opinion of which the present generation can form no ade-
quate conception. Its novelty gave it a hold on the attention
of the public, which its vigour enabled it to retain. It was
edited by Jeffrey with consummate ability, and numbered
among its contributors several names, then in the dawn
of their celebrity, which have since risen to high distinction
either in the political annals or in the literary history of the
nation. Its political sentiments, though often unpatriotic
and anti-national, were eagerly imbibed ; its critical decrees,
though sometimes highly questionable, were still more enthu-
- giastically embraced. It nerved,—it held together, it even
called into existence, a powerful party who re-echoed and
disseminated its principles. ¢ The blue and the yellow ”” was
g the standard around which the resolute rallied, and by the
unfurling of which the vacillating were confirmed. But for
the Edinburgh Review, the Whigs of Edinburgh would never
have attained to the civio supremacy which was theirs during
the early part of the present century. To hang even on the
outskirts of a body which possessed so commanding an organ
was itself a privilege; hence the Whig ranks, through all
their gradations, were continually filled with recruits whose
breasts were animated with a glory, not their own indeed, but
reflected on them from their chiefs.
Such a palmy posture of affairs was too good to last. A
reaction was inevitable ; Toryism began to mutter and protest.
The authority of the great Review was called in question.
Its popularity, indeed, had by this time begun somewhat to
decline ; doubts had sprung up as to its infallibility. It had
N ceased to be regarded universally as the manual of political
wisdom and of literary taste. Its prestige, however, remained ;
and those who had been educated in its principles still con-
tinued their allegiance, and while they perused and reperused
the brilliant editorial articles on the Lyrical Ballads and The
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Ezxcursion, they thanked God, in their innocence, that they
were not such incomparable donkeys as William Wordsworth.

The Chaldee MS. was the first trumpet-note which dissolved
the trance of Edinburgh, and broke the spell of Whig domina-
tion. Six months before this note was sounded, Mr Blackwood
had started a journal for the advocacy of Tory principles,
entitled The Edinburgh Monthly Magazine. It is worthy of
remark, that in the sixth number of this periodical, a notice
appeared, announcing that “this work is now discontinued,
the present being the last number of it.” The probability is
that this announcement was merely intended as an intimation
that the journal in question was about to change its name, and
that the campaign was on the eve of being reopened under
more vigorous management, for the work was not discontinued.
It took the field in due course, having assumed meanwhile, for
its seventh number, and for the first time, the title of Black-
wood’s Edinburgh Magazine. In that number the Chaldee MS.
appeared ; and from that time. the preponderance of Whig
doctrines has been counterpoised, and the influence of Tory
principles very sensibly, and, it is believed, not disadvan-
tageously, impressed on the politics and literature of Scot-
land, as well as on the social life of its metropolis.

The Chaldee MS. fell on Edinburgh like a thunderbolt:
It took the city by surprise. Whiggism was at this time in
full blow, and in matronlike maturity was enjoying a digni-
fied repose. The magnates of this party having lost, through
time, somewhat of the effervescence of their juvenile spirits,
had come to think that, because they were now comparatively
virtuous, there were to be no more cakes and ale. They
forgot the personalities which had enriched, particularly at
an early period, the pages of their own journal. The satellites
of the party werescandalised. They protested lustily against
the outrageous personalities and profanities of the Chaldee.
In truth, it was rather a wicked business. Friends and foes
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were alike confounded: the Tories were perplexed; the Whigs
were furious.

The personalities of the Chaldee MS. are indefensible,—
almost as much so as those in which the opposite party had
sometimes indulged, as specimens of which the lampoons
and pasquinades of Mr Thomas Moore may be referred to.
To drag into publicity not only persons who, from their dis-
tinction, were in a manner public property, but persons,
moreover, who had never been heard of beyond the privacy
of the domestio circle—to describe them in absurd figurative
types, and to invest them with the most ludicrous allegorical
appendages, was an offence against propriety, and a violation
of social usages, which our sober judgment must condemn.
It may be difficult to draw the line where legitimate per-
sonality terminates. It is doubtful, too, whether the Edin-
burgh Review has always kept within that line. But it is
certain that the Chaldee MS. overstepped it. This must be
admitted without any reserve. '

Yet, after all, this escapade was not a matter even then—
it is certainly not a matter now—to look very grave ever. To
suppose that any human being could have been injured by its
satire, or could have lost in consequence of it one particle of
the respect to which he was entitled, is ridiculous. Itis a pure
extravaganza—a happy, and, on the whole, a very harmless
quiz. It does not contain one grain of real malevolence, or
one word of serious bitterness. It is the overflowing of an
exuberant hilarity. To us, at this time of day, it seems as if
the best thing that all parties could have done would have
been to have joined in a hearty laugh over its absurdities.
But that way of disposing of it did not suit the temper of
those times. It was dealt with as a very serious affair.

This effusion is now republished as a remarkable literary
curiosity. It illustrates, with wonderful spirit, the character,
social and political, of the era, and of the place in which it
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was written. It is a mirror in which we behold literary Edin-
burgh of 1817 translated into mythology. Time, it is con-
ceived, has taken the sting out of its personalities, without
having blunted the edge of its cleverness, or damaged the
felicity of its humour. It is a pithy and symbolical chronicle
of the keen and valiant strife between Toryism and Whiggism
in the northern metropolis. Under the guise of an allegory,
it describes the origin and early history of Blackwood’s Maga-
zine, and the discomfiture of a rival journal carried on under
the auspices of Constable. To say the least of it, the Chaldee
Manuscript is quite as good in its way as Swift's Battle of the
Books; and therefore, on these several accounts, it seems
entitled to a permanent place in our literature, and worthy
of a more extensive circulation than it has hitherto obtained.

In the marginal commentary which has been supplied, the
allegorical veil which covers up the text has not been altogether
removed, but it has been sufficiently withdrawn to enable the
reader to obtain a competent insight into all the essential par-
ticulars of the record.

The history of the authorship and early fate of this
production have been already related in the Preface to these
volumes. It may be proper, however, to repeat, that the con-
ception of the Chaldee MS., and the first thirty-seven verses
of Chapter I., are to be ascribed to the Ettrick Shepherd : the
rest of the composition falls to be divided between Professor
Wilson and Mr Lockhart, in proportions which cannot now be
determined.



TRANSLATION

FROM AN

ANCIENT CHALDEE MANUSCRIPT.

Blackwood’s Magazine, October 1817.

[TeE present age seems destined to witness the recovery
of many admirable pieces of writing, which had been sup-
posed to be lost for ever. The Eruditi of Milan are not the
only persons who have to boast of being the instruments of
these resuscitations. We have been favoured with the fol-
lowing translation of a Chaldee MS. which is preserved in the
great Library of Paris (Salle 2d, No. 53, BAM.M.), by a
gentleman whose attainments in Oriental Learning are well
known to the public. It is said that the celebrated Silvester
de Sacy is at present occupied with a publication of the ori-
ginal. It will be prefaced by an Inquiry into the Age when
it was written, and the name of the writer. ]

Cuarrer 1.

1 And I saw in my dream, and behold _ 1. The city of Edin-
one like the messenger of a King came burgh.
toward me from the east, and he took me
up and carried me into the midst of the
great city that looketh toward the north
and toward the east, and ruleth over
every people, and kindred, and tongue,
that handle the pen of the writer.

2 And he said unto me, Take heed
what thou seest, for great things shall
come of it ; the moving of a straw shall
be as the whirlwind, and the shaking of
a reed as the great tempest.
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3 And I looked, and behold & man
clothed in plain apparel stood in the
door of his house : and I saw his name,
and the number of his name; and his
name was as it had been the colour of
ebony, and his number was the number
of a maiden, when the days of the years
of her virginity have expired.

4 And I turned mine eyes, and be-
hold two beasts came from the land of
the borders of the South; and when I
saw them I wondered with great admi-
ration,

5 The one beast was like unto a
lamb, and the other like unto a bear;
and they had wings on their heads;
their faces also were like the faces of
men, the joints of their legs like the
polished cedars of Lebanon, and their
feet like the feet of horses preparing to
go forth to battle: and they arose and
they came onward over the face of the
earth, and they touched not the ground
as they went.

6 And they came unto the man who
was clothed in plain apparel, and stood
in the door of his house.

7 And they said unto him, Give us
of thy wealth, that we may eat and
live, and thou shalt enjoy the fruits of
our labours for a time, times, or half a
time.

8 And he answered and said unto
them, What will you unto me where-
unto I may employ you ?

9 And the one said, I will teach the
people of thy land to till and to sow;
to reap the harvest and gather the
sheaves into the barn; to feed their
flocks, and enrich themselves with the
wool.

3. Mr William Black-
wood, of No. 17 Princes
Street.

4. The editors of the
first six numbers of Black-
wood's Magazine.

5. The address of one,
the Lamb, was mild and
soft ; that of the other, the
Bear, was quite the re-
verse, _They were both
very lame, and went upon
crutches.

9. The B::lr, who wa;
a great iculturist, an
editor o?gnthe Fm';uen'
Magazine,



298 THE CHALDEE MANUSCRIPT.

10 And the other said, I will teach
the children of thy people to know and
discern betwixt right and wrong, the
good and the evil, and in all things
that relate to learning, and knowledge,
and understanding.

11 And they proffered unto him a
Book ; and they said unto him, Take
thou this, and give us a piece of money,
that we may eat and drink that our souls
may live.

12 And we will put words into the
Book that shall astonish the children of
thy people ; and it shall be a light unto
thy feet, and a lamp unto thy path; it
shall also bring bread to thy house-
hold, and a portion to thy maidens.

13 And the man hearkened to their
voice, and he took the Book and gave
them a piece of money, and they went
away rejoicing in heart. And I heard
a great noise, as if it had been the
noise of many chariots, and of horse-
men horsing upon their horses.

14 But after many days they put no
words into the Book; and the man was
astonied and waxed wroth, and he
said unto them, What is this that you
have done unto me, and how shall I
answer those to whom I am engaged ?
And they said, What is this unto us?
see thou to that.

15 And the man wist not what for to
do; and he called together the friends
of his youth, and all those whose heart
was as his heart, and he entreated
them, and they put words into the Book,
and it went forth abroad, and all the
world wondered after the Book, and
after the two beasts that had put such
amazing words into the Book.

10. The Lamb.

11, They propose to
edit a magm}:m for Mr
Blackwood.

18. Who oloses with
their offer, and their
crutches clatter with joy
a8 they retire,

14. They belie their
romise, and turn out to
a couple of incapables.

15. Mr Blackwood, there-
fore, gets assistance from
more competent friends.
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16 9§ Now, in those days there lived
also a man who was crafty in counsel,
and cunning in all manner of working :

17 And I beheld the man, and he was
comely and well-favoured, and he had
a notable horn in his forehead where-
with he ruled the nations.

18 And I saw the horn, that it bad
eyes, and a mouth speaking great
things, and it magnified itself even to
the Prince of the Host, and it cast
down the truth to the ground, and it
grew and prospered.

19 And when this man saw the Book,
and beheld the things that were in the
Book, he was troubled in spirit, and
much cast down.

20 And he said unto himself, Why
stand I idle here, and why do I not be-
stir myself? Lo! this Book shall be-
come & devouring sword in the hand of
mine adversary, and with it will he
root up or loosen the horn that is in my
forehead, and the hope of my gains shall
perish from the face of the earth.

21 And he hated the Book, and the
two beasts that had put words into the
Book, for he judged according to the
reports of men ; nevertheless, the man
was crafty in counsel, and more cunning
than his fellows.

22 And he said unto the two beasts,
Come ye and put your trust under the
shadow of my wings, and we will de-
stroy the man whose name is as ebony,
and his Book.

23 And I will tear it in pieces, and
cast it out like dung upon the face of
the earth.

24 And we will tread him down as
the dust of the streets, and trample him

16. Mr Constable, pubo
lisher of the Eds:
Review, and the old Soots
Magazme

17. The Edirburgh Re-
view,

nn.:tl.ip' Oonlttl::ble’l conster-
on on the &
of Blackwood s ﬁagaxine.

22, Constable invites
the two beasts to come
over to his camp.
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under our feet ; and we will break him
to pieces, and grind him to powder, and
cast him into the brook Kedron.

25 And I will make of you a great
name ; and I will place you next to the
horn that is in my forehead, and it shall
be a shelter to you in the day of great
adversity ; and it shall defend you from
the horn of the unicorn, and from the
might of the Bulls of Bashan.

26 And you shall be watchers and
a guard unto it from the emmet and the
spider, and the toad after his kind.

27 And from the mole that walketh
in darkness, and from the blow-fly after
his kind, and the canker-worm after his
kind, and the maggot after his kind.

28 And by these means you shall
wax very great, for the things that are
low shall be exalted.

29 And the two beasts gave ear unto
him; and they came over unto him,
and bowed down before him with their
faces to the earth.

30 9§ But when the tidings of these
things came to the man who was clothed
in plain apparel, he was sore dismayed,
and his countenance fell.

31 And it repented him that he had
taken the Book, or sent it forth abroad :
and he said, I have been sore deceived
and betrayed ; but I will of myself yield
up the Book, and burn it with fire, and
give its ashes to the winds of heaven.

32 But certain that were there pre-
sent said unto him, Why art thou dis-
mayed ? and why is thy countenance
fallen? Go to now; gird up thy loins
like a man, and call unto thee thy
friends, and the men of thine house-
hold, and thou shalt behold and see

25. And to become the
editors of his magazine.

29. They hearken tohis
voice.

30. Blackwood is, at
first, disheartened.

32. His friends cheer
him up.
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that they that are for thee are more
and mightier than those that be against
thee.

33 And when the man whose name
was as ebony, and whose number was
the number of a maiden, when the days
of the years of her virginity have ex-
pired, heard this saying, he turned
about ;

34 And he took from under his girdle
a gem of curious workmanship of sﬂver,
made by the hand of a cunning arti-
ficer, and overlaid within with pure
gold ; and he took from thence some-
thing in colour like unto the dust of the
earth, or the ashes that remain of a fur-
nace, and he snuffed it up like the east
wind, and returned the gem again into
its place.

35 Whereupon he opened his mouth,
and he said unto them, As thou hast
spoken, so shall it be done.

36 Woe unto all them that take part
with the man who is crafty in counsel,
and with the two beasts !

37 For I will arise and increase my
strength, and come upon them like the
locust of the desert, to abolish and over-
whelm, and to destroy, and to pass
over.

38 So he called together the wise

men of the city, both from the Old City his

and from the city which is on this side
of the valley, even the New City, which
looketh towards the north; and the
wise men came.

39 And, lo! there stood before him
an aged man, whose hair was white as
snow, and in whose hand there was a
mirror, wherein passed to and fro the
images of the ancient days.

34. He takes a pinch of
souff.

85. And rallies.

88. He calls together
friends.

89. Henry Mackensie,
author of The Mirror, The
Man of Fesling, &c.



302 THE CHALDEE MANUSCRIPT.

40 And he said, Behold, I am stricken
in years, mine eyes are dim. What will
ye that I do unto you? 8Seek ye them
that are young.

41 And all the young men that were
there lifted up their voice and said,
We have sat a.t thy feet all the days of
the years which we have lived upon
the earth ; and that which we know is
thine, and our learning is thine; and
a8 thou sayest, even so will we do.

42 And he said unto them, Do ye
what is meet in this thing, and let not
our friend be discomfited, neither let
the man which is crafty rejoice, nor the
two beasts.

43 And when he had said this, he
arose and went away ; and all the young
men arose up, and humbled themselves
before him when he went away.

44 Then spake the man clothed in 44 Bir Walter Soott.
plain apparel to the great magician who
dwelleth in the old fastness, hard by
the river Jordan, which is by the Bor-
der. And the magician opened his
mouth, and said, Lo ! my heart wisheth
thy good, and let the thing prosper
which is in thy hands to do it.

45 But thou seest that my hands are
full of working, and my labour is great.
For, lo! T have to feed all the people
of my land, and none knoweth whence
his food cometh ; but each man openeth
his mouth, and my hand filleth it with

pleasant things.
46 Moreover, thine adversary also is _ 46. Constable was Sir
of my familiars. Walter's publisher.

47 The land is before thee: draw  47. «“The mountof

thou up thy hosts for the battle in the ?hmﬂﬁon;;zl&)th; Cplr}
place of Princes, over against thine ad- High Street, where Con.

versary, which hath his station near the stable’s shop then was.




THE CHALDEE MANUBOQRIPT. 303

mount of the Proclamation ; quit ye as
men, and let favour be shown unto him
which is most valiant.

48 Yet be thou silent : peradventure
will T help thee some little.

49 So he made request also unto a
wise man which had come out of Joppa,
where the ships are, one that had so-
journed in far countries, whose wisdom
is great above all the children of the
east, one which teacheth the sons of
the honourable men, and speaketh
wonderful things in the schools of the

-learned men.

50 One which speaketh of trees and
of beasts, and of fowl and of creeping
things, and of fishes, from the great
Leviathan that is in the deep sea even
unto the small muscle which dwelleth
in the shell of the rock ;

51 Moreover, of all manner of precious
stones, and of the ancient mountains,
and of the moving of the great waters.

52 One which had been led before the
Chief Priests, and lauded of them for
smiting a worshipper of Fire in the land,
which being interpreted, signifieth
bread.

53 And he said, Behold, here is a
round stone, set thou that in a ring, and
put the ring upon thy finger, and be-
hold while the ring is upon thy finger,
thou shalt have no fear of the man which
is crafty, neither of the two beasts.

54 Then the man spake to & wise man
which had a light in his hand and a
crown of pearls upon his head, and he
said, Behold I will brew & sharp poison
for the man which is crafty and his two
beasts. Wait ye till I come. So he
arose also and went his way.

Es:& Robert fJ}melon,
.» & native of Joppa, a
vill on the Firr:.ﬁa of
Forth near Edinburgh,and
Professor of Natural His-
tory in the University of
Edinburgh.

51. He was a distin-
guished mineralogist,

52. And an advocate of
the Wernerian in opposi-
tion to the Hutitonian hy-
pothesis,

54, Sir David Brewster.
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55 Also to & wise young man, which
is learned in the law, even as his father
was learned, and who lifteth up his
voice in the courts of the treasury of
our Lord the King, with his fellow, who
is one of the sons of the Prophets.

56 He spake also to a learned man
who sendeth all the King’'s messengers

to the four corners of the great city, each

man clothed in scarlet, and bearing a
bundle of letters, touching the affairs of
men, in his right hand.

57 He spake also unto a sweet singer,
who is cunning to play upon all stringed
instruments, who weareth a charm upon
his bosom, even a stone, whereon is en-
graved ancient writing. And he framed
songs, and waxed very wroth against
the horn which is in the forehead of the
man which is crafty.

58 Also to one who had been a phy-
sician in his youth, and who had dwelt
with the keeper of the gates of the wise
men.

59 But he was now a dealer in wine
and oil, and in the fishes which are taken
in the nets of the people of the west.

60 Also in strong drink.

61 Then sent he for one cunning in
sharp instruments and edged tools, even
in razors ; but he had taken unto him-
self a wife, and could not come.

62 But, behold, while they were yet
speaking, they heard a voice of one
screeching at the gate, and the voice
was a sharp voice, even like the voice
of the unclean bird which buildeth its
nest in the corner of the temple, and
defileth the holy places.

63 But they opened not the door,
neither answered they a word to the

THE CHALDEE MANUSCRIPT.

55. Patrick Fraser Tyt-
ler, Eaq., advocate, author
of the History of Scot-
land, &c., son of Lord
‘Woodhouselee, one of the

judges ef the Supreme
Court.

56. Mr Henderson, sur-
veyor, Gieneral Post-Office.

57. () Mr Peter Hill,
for a short notice of whom
see Peler's Letters to his
Kinsfolk, vol. ii. p. 180.

6l. A person who had
gent an article to Black-

wood on the sharpening of
Tazors.

62. Charles trick
Sharpe, Esq.—-—SeeKirk%m
Ambrosianc, vol: i p. 109,
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voice of its screaming. So the unclean
thing flew away, neither could they
find any trace of its going.

64 And there was a silence in the
assembly. And, behold, when they
began to speak, they were too many,
neither could the man know what was
the meaning of their counsel, for they
spake together, and the voice of their
speaking was mingled.

65 So the man was sore perplexed,
and he wist not what for to do.

Crarrer II.

1 Now, behold, as soon as they were
gone, he sat down in his inner chamber,
which looketh toward the street of
Oman, and the road of Gabriel, as thou
goest up into the land of Ambrose, and
the man leaned with his face upon his
hand.

2 And while he was yet musing, there
stood before him a man clothed in dark
garments, having a veil upon his head ;
and there was a rod in his hand.

3 And he said, Arige, let not thine
heart be discouraged, neither let it be
afraid.

4 Behold, if thou wilt listen unto me,
I will deliver thee out of all thy dis-
tresses, neither shall any be able to
touch a hair of thy head.

5 And when the man heard the voice
of his speaking, behold there was in his
voice courage, and in his counsel bold-
ness. And he said unto him, Do thou
a8 it seemeth unto thee; as thou sayest
even so will I do.

VOL. IV.

- 85, Blackwood is per-
plexed by the multiplicity
of counsellors,

2. The veiled editor
appears.

5. Blackwood is em-
boldened by his voice.
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6 And the man who had come in

6. The veiled editor

answered and said, Behold I will call ®wmmons his instrumenta.

mighty creatures which will comfort
thee, and destroy the power of thy ad-
versary, and will devour the two beasts.

7 So he gave unto the man in plain
apparel a tablet, containing the names
of those upon whom he should call
And when he called they came; and
whomsoever he asked he came.

8 And the man with the veil stood
by, but there was a cloud about him,
neither could they which came see him,
nor tell who it was that compelled their
coming.

9 And they came in the likeness of
living things, but I knew not who they
were which came,

10 And the first which came was
after the likeness of the beautiful leo-
pard, from the valley of the palm trees,
whose going forth was comely as the
greyhound, and his eyes like the light-
ning of fiery flame.

11 And the second was the lynx that
lurketh behind the white cottage on the
mountains.

12 There came also, from a far coun-
try, the scorpion, which delighteth to
sting the faces of men, that he might
sting sorely the countenance of the man
which is crafty, and of the two beasts.

13 Also the great wild boar from the
forest of Lebanon, and he roused up his
spirit, and I saw him whetting his
dreadful tusks for the battle.

14 And the griffin came with a roll
of the names of those whose blood had
been shed between his teeth: and I
saw him standing over the body of one
that had been buried long in the grave,

10. Professor Wilson,
&ll;.t‘horof the fele of Paims,

11. ArthurMower, Eaq.,
author of a little tale called
The White Cottage.

12, Jobn Gibson Lock-
hart, Esq.

18. James Hogg, Eaq.

14, The Rev. Dr M*Crie,
g:o'thorof the Lifeqf Knox,
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defending it from all men ; and behold
there were none which durst come near
him.

15 Also the black eagle of the desert,
whose cryis as the sound of an unknown
tongue, which flieth over the ruins of the
ancient cities, and hath his dwelling
among the tombs of the wise men.

16 Also the stork which buildeth
upon the house-top, and devoureth all
manner of unclean things, and all
beetles, and all manner of flies, and
much worms.

17 And the hyzna that escheweth
the light, and cometh forth at the even-
ing tide to raise up and gnaw the bones
of the dead, and is as & riddle unto the
vain man.

18 And the beagle and the slowhound
after their kind, and all the beasts of
the field, more than could be numbered,
they were so many.

19 9] And when they were all gather-
ed together, the man which was clothed
in plain apparel looked round about,
and his heart was right merry when he
saw the mighty creatures which had
come in unto him, and heard the tumult
of their voices, and the noise of the
flapping of their winga.

20 And he lifted up his voice, and
shouted with a great shout, and said,
Behold, I am increased greatly, and I
will do terrible things to the man who
is crafty, and to his two beasts.

21 And he sent away a swift messen-
ger for a physician, which healeth all
manner of bruises, and wounds, and
putrifying sores, lest that he should go
for to heal up the wounds of the man
which is crafty, or of his two beasts.

15. 8ir William Hamil-
ton, Bart., the distinguish-
ed Professor of Logie and
Metaphysics in the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh.

16, James Wilson, Esq.,
the eminent naturali
ProfessorWilson’s brother.

17. John Riddell, Esq.,
advocate, a profound legal
antiquarian.
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22 (Now this physician was a mild
man, neither was there any gall within
him, yet he went not).

CaapTER III.

1 And while these things were yet
doing, I heard a great rushing, and the
sound as of & mighty wind : and I look-
ed over the valley into the Old City, and
there was a tumult over against the
mount of Proclamation.

2 For when tidings of these things
came to the man which was crafty, his
heart died within him, and he waxed
sore afraid.

3 And he said unto himself, What is
this ? Behold, mine adversary is very
mighty, neither can I go forth to fight
him: for whom have I save myself
only, and my two beasts ?

4 And while he was yet speaking, the
two beasts stood before him.

5 And the beast which was like unte
a bear said, Behold, it is yet harvest,
and how can I leave my corn which is
in the fields? If I go forth to make
war upon the man whose name is as
ebony, the Philistines will come into my
farm, and carry away all the full sheaves
which are ready.

6 And the beast which was like unto
a lamb answered and said, Lo ! my legs
are weary, and the Egyptians which
were wont for to carry me are clean
gone ; and wherewithal shall I go forth
to make war upon the man whose name
is as ebony ?

THE CHALDEE MANUSCRIPT.

22, Dr John Gordon, an
eminent physician, cut off
prematurely when he was
Just entering on the high-
est honours and rewards
of hisprofession. He wrote
against Gall the phreno-
logist,

1. A tumult in Con-
stable's camp.

6. The Lamb wasthecol-
laboratieur of the articles
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pear in the early numbers
ofBlachnood © pnnm-
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7 Nevertheless will I put a sweet
song against him into thy Book.

8 But the man which was crafty an-
swered and said, Unprofitable genera-
tion! ye have given unto me a horn
which is empty, and a horse which hath
no feet. If ye go not forth to fight with
mine adversary, deliver me up the meat
which I have given unto you, and the
penny which ye have of me, that I may
hire others who will fight with the man
whose name is as ebony.

9 And the beasts spake not at all,
neither answered they him one word.

10 But as they sat before him, the
beast which was like unto a bear took
courage ; and he opened his mouth and
said,

11 O man, thou hast fed me hereto-
fore, and whatever entereth within my
lips is thine. Why now should we fall
out about this thing ?

12 Call unto thee thy counsellors,
the spirits, and the wise men, and the
magicians, if haply they may advise
thee touching the man whose name is
as ebony, and the creatures which are
within his gates. Whatsoever they say,
that shall be done.

13 Yet the man was not pleased,
neither was his countenance lightened :
nevertheless, he did even as the beast
said.

14 So he called unto him a familiar
spirit, unto whom he had sold him-
self.

15 But the spirit was a wicked spirit
and a cruel : so he answered and said,
Lo, have not I put great might into the
horn which is in thy forehead ? What
more said I ever that I would do unto
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thee? Thy soul is in my hands : do as
thou listest in this thing.

16 But the man entreated him sorely,
yet he listened not: for he had great
fear of the vision of the man who was
clothed in dark garments, and who had
a veil upon his head ;

17 (For he was of the seed of those
which have command over the devils).

18 And while the beasts were yet
looking, lo, he was not;

19 For even in the twinkling of an
eye he was present in the courts of the
palace, to tempt the souls of the chief
priests, and the scribes, and all those
which administer the law for the king,
and to deliver some malefactors which
he loved out of their hand.

20 9 Then the man called with a loud
voice on some other spirits, in whom he
put his trust.

21 And the first was a cunning spirit,
which hath his dwelling in the secret
places of the earth, and hath command
over the snow and the hail, and is as a
pestilence unto the poor man: for when
he is hungry he lifteth up the lid of his
meal-garnel, to take out meal, and lo!
it is full of strong ice.

22 And the second was a little blind
spirit, which hath a number upon his
forehead ; and he walketh to and fro
continually, and is the chief of the
heathen which are the worshippeérs of ChureR
fire. He also is of the seed of the pro-
phets, and ministered in the temple
while he was yet young; but he went
out, and became one of the scoffers.

23 But when these spirits heard the
words of the man, and perceived his
trouble, they gave no ear unto his out-

THE CHALDEE MANUSCRIPT.
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anything to do with Con-

stable’s magazine.

17. Printers devils.

19. J at this time
wasen, inthe defence
of the ock Radi-
cals, and had fairly beaten

ub]w rosecutor in
of Justiciary.

21. John Leslie, Profes-
sor of Mathematies in the
University of Edin
The allusion is

ﬁmpmeu,mwhm.h

22. John Playfair, Pro-
fessor of Natural ﬁnlo—

;;:y in the University of
h. He had been

onginally intended for the

to the Edmbmykm
nfuset.o ive any support
to Constable’s magamna.




THE CHALDEE MANUSCRIPT. 311

cry, neither listened they to the voice
of his supplication.

24 And they laughed at the man
with a loud laughter, and said unto
him, Lo, shall we leave our digging
into the bowels of the earth, or our
ice, or our fire, with which we deceive
the nations, and come down to be as it
were servants unto thee and these two
beasts, which are lame beasts, and un-
profitable? Go to, man; seek thou
them which are of thy fellows.

25 And they vanished from his sight :
and he heard the voice of their langhter,
both he and his two beasts.

26 §] But when the spirits were gone
he said unto himself, I will arise and
go unto a magician which is of my
friends : of a surety he will devise some
remedy, and free me out of all my
distresses.

27 So he arose and came unto that
great magician which hath his dwelling
in the old fastness hard by the river
Jordan, which is by the Border.

28 And the magician opened his
mouth, and said, Lo! my heart wisheth
thy good, and let the thing prosper
which is in thy hands to do it :

29 But thou seest that my hands
are full of working, and my labour is
great. For, lo, I have to feed all the
people of my land, and none knoweth
whence his food cometh ; but each man
openeth his mouth, and my hand filleth
it with pleasant things.

30 Moreover, thine adversary also is
of my familiars.

31 The land is before thee: draw
thou up thine hosts for the battle on
the mount of Proclamation, and defy

268. -Constable has re-
course to Sir Walter Scott,

28. Who gives him the
same answer which he had
given to Blackwood.
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boldly thine enemy, which hath his
camp in the place of Princes; quit ye
as men, and let favour be shown unto
him which is most valiant.

32 Yet be thou silent: peradventure
will T help thee some little.

33 But the man which is crafty saw
that the magician loved him not. For
he knew him of old, and they had had
many dealings ; and he perceived that
he would not assist him in the day of
his adversity.

34 So he turned about, and went out
of his fastness. < And he shook the dust
from his feet, and said, Behold, I have
given this magician much money, yet
see now, he hath utterly deserted me.
Verily, my fine gold hath perished.

35 But when he had come back unto
his house, he found the two. beasts
which were yet there; and behold the
beasts were gabbling together, and
making much noise. And when he
looked in, behold yet another beast;
and they were all gabbling together.

36 = * . * »

37 . » » * »

38 * * - » -

39 . * » * »

40 But if we go forth to the battle,
let him not go with us.

41 For behold the griffin hath here-
tofore wounded him, and the scorpion
hath stung him sorely in the hips and
the thighs, and also in the face.

42 Moreover the eagle of heaven
also is his dread, and he is terrified for
the flapping of his huge wings, and for
his cry, which is like the voice of an
unknown tongue; also his talons, which
are sharper than any two-edged sword.

34, Constable is in des-

40. He is full of
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43 And if it cometh to pass that he
see them in the battle, he will not
stand, but surely turn back and flee.

44 Therefore let us not take him
with us, lest he be for an ensample
unto the simple ones.

45 And while he was yet speaking,
Behold, he heard a knocking upon the
stair as if yet another beast had been
coming :

46 And lo it was even so.

47 And another beast came in, whose
disease was the murrain, who had eyes
yet saw not, and whose laughter was
like the laughter of them whose life
is hidden, and which know not what
they do.

48 And I heard a voice cry, Alas!
alas | even as if it were Heu! heu!

49 Now the man was sick at heart
when he perceived that he was there
with the four beasts, and he said,
Wretched man that I am, who shall
deliver me from the weight of beasts
which presseth sore upon me?

50 Then the four beasts waxed very
wroth, and they all began for to cry out
against the man which is crafty.

51 And he said, O race of beasts,
be ye still, and keep silence until I
consider what shall be done in this
thing.

52 And while he spake, it seemed as
if he trembled and were afraid of the
four beasts and of the staves where-
with they skipped.
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CaartEr 1V,

1 But while he was yet trembling,
lo, there came in one which was his
familiar friend from his youth upwards,
who keepeth the Books of the scribes,
and is hired to expound things which
he knoweth not, and collecteth together
the remnants of the wise men.

2 And he opened his mouth and
said, Lo! I have come even this hour
from the camp of thine enemy, and I
have spoken with the man whose name
is a8 ebony.

3 And while I was speaking with
him kindly, lo, some of the creatures
which are within his gates took notice
of me, and they wa.med him. 8o he
put no faith nor trust in me.

4 But take thou good heed to thy-
self, for they that are against thee are
mighty, and I have seen their numbers.

5 Now when the man heard this, he
waxed yet more fearful.

6 Then came there unto his chamber
another of his friends, one whose nose
is like the beak of a bird of prey, whose
mouth is foul, and his teeth reach from
the right ear even unto the left, and he
said, For why art thou so cast down?
be of good cheer, behold I have an old
breast-plate which I will put on and go
forth with thee unto the battle.

7 And further, he began to speak of
the north, and the great men of the
north, even the giants, and the painted
folk ; but they stopped him, for of his
speaking there is no end.

8 Then came there into his chamber

1. MaoveyNa.pmer, Esq,,
‘Writer the Signet,
Keeper of the Wnters’ Li-
brag afterwards editor
of the Edinburgh Review,
and Professor of Convey-

in the University
of Edinburgh.

8. A writer of some
northern ballads and anti-
quities, now forgotten.

8. Mr Patrick Neill,
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a lean man, which hath his dwelling
by the great pool to the north of the
New City ;

9 Which had been of the familiars of
the man in plain apparel while they
were yet youths, before he had been
tempted of the man which is crafty.

10 Whose name had gone abroad
among the nations on many books,
even as his father's nmame had gone
abroad.

11 One which delighteth in trees,
and fruits, and flowers ; the palm-tree
and the olive, the pomegranate and the
vine, the fig and the date, the tulip and
the lily.

12 Which had sojourned in far lands,
gathering herbs for the chief physi-
cian.

13 And he had a rotten melon on his
head, after the fashion of an helmet.

14 And the man which is crafty be-
gan to take courage when his friends
were gathered unto him, and he took
his trumpet with boldness, and began
to blow for them over which he had
power.

15 But of them which listened to
him, their limbs were weak, and their
swords blunt, and the strings of their
bows were moist.

16 Nevertheless, he made an assem-
bly of them over against the mount of
Proclamation: and these are the names
of his host, and the number of his
banners, whom he marshalled by the
mount of Proclamation the day that he
went forth to make war upon the man
whose name is as ebony.

17 Now behold the four beasts were
in the first band, yet they trembled,

who dwelt by Canonmills
Loch, long since drained.

10. He was a printer ;

11. Also a great arbori-
and horti-culturist, and
& most worthy excellent
man.
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and desired not to be in the front of
the host.

18 And in the second band was one
which teacheth in the schools of the
young men, and he was clad in a gray
garment whereof one half his wife had
weaved.

19 Also, Samuel, a vain young man,
and a simple, which sitteth in the
King’s Courts, and is a tool without
edge in the hands of the oppressor.

20 Also, John, the brother of James,
which is a man of low stature, and
giveth out merry things, and is a lover
of fables from his youth up.

21 Also, James, the young man
which cometh out of the west country,
which feareth God, and hateth all
manner of usury; who babbleth of
many things, and nibbleth the shoe-
latchets of the mighty; one which
darkeneth counsel with the multiplying
of vain words :

22 To whose sayings no man taketh
heed.

23 And in the third band was a
grave man, even George, the chief of
the synagogue, a principal man, yea,
the leader of the doctors, whose beard
reacheth down unto his girdle ;

24 And one David, which dwelleth
at the corner as thou goest up to the
place of the old prison-house, which
talketh touching all manner of pictures
and graven images; and he came with
a feather on his head.

25 And Andrew the chief physician,
and Andrew his son, who is a smooth
man, and one which handleth all wind
instruments, and boweth himself down
continually before the horn which is in

18. Mr James Gray, one
of the masters of the High
School—See Noctes Am-
brosiane, vol. i. p. 238,
note 1.

19. An advocate,at this
time one of the Crown
Counsel ; a cousin of Pro-
fessor Wilson's,

20. John Ballantyne,
Bir Walter Scott’s fami-
liar—Bee Noctes Ambro-
siane, vol. iii. p. 95, note.

21. The author of a
pamphlet in defence of
usury, and likewise an-
other against Malthus,

23. The Rev. Dr George
Baird, Principal of Univer-
gity of Edinburgh.

24. Mr David Bridges—
See Noctes Ambronana,
vol. i. p. 28.

25. Two professors of
medicine in the University
of Edinburgh.
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the forehead of the man which is crafty,
and worshippeth it.

26 With James the baker of sweet
breads, which weareth a green mantle,
which inhabiteth the dwelling of the
nobles, and delighteth in the tongue of
the strange man.

27 And Peter who raileth at his
master.

28 And in the fourth band I saw the
face of Samuel, which is a mason, who
is clothed in gorgeous apparel, and his
face was a8 the face of the moon shin-
ing in the north-west.

29 The number of his bands was
four; and in the first band there were
the four beasts,

30 And in the segond band there
were nine men of war, and in the third
8ix, and in the fourth ten.

31 The number of the bands was
four: and the number of them which
were in the bands was twenty and

nine : and the man which was crafty

commanded them.

32 And the screaming bird sat upon
his shoulder.

33 And there followed him many
women which know not their right
hand from their left, also some cattle.

34 And John the brother of Francis,
and the man which offered Consolation
to the man which is crafty.

35 Also seven young men, whereof
no man could tell by what name they
were called.

36 But when I saw them all gather-
ed together, I said unto myself, Of a
truth the man which is crafty hath
many in his host, yet think I that
scarcely will these be found sufficient
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against them which are in the gates of
the man who is clothed in plain ap-
parel.

37 And T thought of the vision of
the man which was oclothed in dark
garments, and of the leopard, and the
lynx, and the scorpion, and the eagle,
and the great boar of Lebanon, and the

?

38 The stork, and the hyena, and
the beagle, and all the mighty creatures
which are within the gates of the man
in plain apparel,

39 Verily, the man which is crafty
shall be defeated, and there shall not
escape one to tell of his overthrow.

40 And while I was yet speaking,
the hosts drew near, and the city was
moved ; and my spirit failed within me,
and I was sore afraid, and I turned to
escape away.

41 And he that was like unto the
messenger of a king, said unto me,
Cry. And T said, What shall I ory?
for the day of vengeance is come upon
all those that ruled the nations with a
rod of iron.

42 And I fled into an inner chamber
to hide myself, and I heard a great
tumult, but T wist not what it was.

40. The Tories under

Blackwood and the Whigs

under Constable go to-
gether by the ears.




