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From neurons to bebhavior, Vanderbilt researchers unlock brain’s secrets

o the outside world, you might not look

like a paragon of industry just now, zoned

out on the couch or lingering over your
morning coffee. Inside your head, however, there’s
no shortage of work being done and decisions being
made: Do you read this article word for word, or
skim it to see if anything catches your eye? Do you
look at the illustrations, or turn the page? Do you
set the Cornerstone aside and read it later, recycle
it—or toss it in the trash? How do you decide?
And how much of what you read right now will
you retain in a week, a day or an hour?

‘While your brain is busy making up its mind
and processing information, it’s also directing plen-
ty of other subtle activities: How do your two eyes
coordinate their movements to read these words?
How do the fingers get the message to grasp the
pages, and then to turn them?

For students like Sarah Harper, a senior from

Indiana, such questions are more than mere
matters for idle musings. Harper is one of more
than 100 College of Arts and Science undergrad-
uate students majoring in neuroscience. Now only
four years old, the neuroscience major is attract-
ing more students each year.

“Understanding how the brain works is end-
lessly fascinating, in part because it is so intricate,”
says Harper. “Almost everything else I study some-
how touches on the brain and its workings.”

“Students are drawn to the neuroscience major
by outstanding instructors and an intrinsically
interesting subject,” says Terry Page, who directs
the Neuroscience Studies Program. Page is pro-
fessor of biological sciences, professor of biology
and chair of the department. “The program appeals
to students because it’s interdisciplinary. They can
take advantage of courses and faculty in several
different departments and schools at Vanderbilt.”

A great place for neuroscience

Harper and other neuroscience majors have cho-
sen a great time and place to study neuroscience.
The new A&S dean, Richard McCarty; is a respect-
ed authority in the closely aligned field of psy-
chology. Completion of the human genome
mapping has accelerated the rate at which new
knowledge of the brain is unfolding. Researchers
are uncovering essential clues to understand-
ing disorders which have profoundly affected
millions of lives and defied understanding—
autism and Alzheimer’s disease, schizophrenia
and addiction.

Mental disorders, according to the U.S. Sur-
geon General’s Report on Mental Health issued
in 1999, collectively account for more of the over-
all burden of disease than do all forms of cancer.

Concepts such as awareness, intention, desire

(please turn to page 4)
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From Mars to Earth?

s cientists from Vanderbilt and the California Institute
of Technology (Caltech) have used a powerful new
microscope designed and built by scientists in Vanderbilt’s
Living State Physics Laboratory to establish that Martian
meteorites could carry microbial life from Mars to Earth
without being heat sterilized.

Joseph L. Kirschvinck, professor of geobiology at Cal-
tech, collaborated with Vanderbilt scientists Franz Bau-
denbacher, research assistant professor of physics, and John
P. Wikswo, the A.B. Learned Professor of Living State
Physics, to study samples of the famous Martian mete-
orite ALH84001 that Kirschvinck had been examining.

Their work resulted in an article published in the Oct.
27,2000, issue of the journal Science. While the scientists
do not claim that microbial life actually traveled from Mars
to Earth, they do conclude that the famous meteorite’s
interior remained cool enough to allow such a thing to
happen.

The instrument that made this study possible is called
an Ultrahigh Resolution Scanning SQUID Microscope.
Developed by Baudenbacher, it is the only instrument
in the world capable of measuring the extremely weak
magnetic fields within the meteorite with the precision
required by this study.

“The Vanderbilt instrument is a stunning advance with
profound applications in the earth and planetary sciences,”
says Kirschvinck.

“There’s no other instrument in the world like it,” says
Baudenbacher. “We designed it to study the magnetic fields

w
4
<
o«
@
=
]
z

= ow

Franz Baudenbacher, research assistant professor of physics,
designed and built the Ultrahigh Resolution Scanning SQUID
Microscope. He is holding a sample of a meteorite blasted from
Mars abour 15 million years ago and crash-landed on the
Antarctic ice about 11,000 years ago.

generated by living tissue, like the heart, brain, and even
some plants. But it is also ideally suited to measuring
the weak fields found in meteorites.”

Other scheduled experiments with the microscope
include measuring the magnetic fields of algae, develop-
mental currents in embryos, and injury currents produced
by ischemic cardiac tissue, all of which are difficult to detect
with more conventional approaches. In addition, the
scientists are lining up microscope time to study more
Martian meteorites, lunar samples and some of the oldest

rocks on Earth.

Walter Sullivan retires after 50 years at Vanderbilt

alter Sullivan, professor of English, emeritus, ended
his 51-year career at Vanderbilt by retiring from
the active faculty in December 2000 at age 77.

Sullivan graduated from the College of Arts and Sci-
ence in 1947. He joined the faculty in 1949 after serv-
ing a stint in the U.S. Marine Corps and earning a MFA
from the University of Iowa.

A prolific writer, he has penned three novels and 12
short stories, edited two books, wrote more than 50 essays
and countless reviews during his distinguished career. He
has won the O. Henry Award and received the Heilman
Award for book
reviewing in the
Sewanee Review last
year.

Sullivan says he
was inspired to
become a writer by
a Vanderbilt profes-
sor, Fugitive /Agrar-
ian poet Donald
Davidson. Sullivan,

Walter Sullivan

in turn, has inspired many other young writers. For exam-
ple, James Patterson, MA'70, writer of the popular thrillers
Kiss the Girls and Along Came a Spider, credits Sullivan
with encouraging him to pursue his dream of writing books
during graduate school at Vanderbilt.

“I took a writing course from Walter,” Patterson recalls.
“He was very kind and stimulating. But don’t blame my
over-the-top thrillers on him.”

Sullivan also forged another connection at Vanderbil,
one that proved to be life-long. It was here that he met his
wife, Jane Harrison Sullivan, BA’45, MA’50, in a fresh-
man English class. The couple will spend their retirement
dividing their time between Nashville and their beach
house in Florida.

Though he may have ended his scholarly commitments
to Vanderbilt, Sullivan continues to serve the academic
community as chancellor of the Fellowship of Southern
Writers. He expects to continue writing short stories dut-
ing retirement, continuing a career that has been very
rewarding both professionally and personally.

“I've been fortunate to be able to do what I've want-
ed since childhood,” he says, “I've been very, very lucky.”
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McMinn Scholarships help women, minorities pursue careers in science

anderbilt senior Jessica Hutti has her sights set on earn-

ing a PhD in biochemistry and becoming a college pro-
fessor. In the meantime, the Louisville, Kentucky, native is
working with James Staros, professor and chair of biological
sciences, to understand more about epidermal growth fac-
tor (EGF) and the role it plays in cancer.

For senior YoungWha Lee, “science is a way of being wide
awake in the world.” A native of Seoul, Korea, Lee has worked
for the past year with Carl Johnson, professor of biological
sciences, studying biological clocks and circadian rhythms
in a variety of organisms. Like Hutti, she also plans to attend
graduate school.

Physics and math major Wendy Roberson, a senior from
Tucker, Georgia, originally wanted to be an astrophysicist,
but decided that she would enjoy teaching more. “I am excit-
ed about working with young students to help them discover
the scientific and mathematic fields,” she says.

Hutti, Lee and Roberson are the current recipients of
the William A. and Nancy E McMinn Scholarships in the
natural sciences. Established in 1993 by Houston alum-
nus and Vanderbilt trustee William A. McMinn Jr., BA'52,
and his wife, Nancy, the scholarships benefit students
majoring in the natural sciences, particularly those from
underrepresented groups such as women and minorities.
Awarded to rising juniors with exceptionally strong acad-
emic records, the scholarships provide tuition for two years,
a stipend for summer research, and monies for research
supplies and travel to scientific conferences.

The summer stipend enabled Hutti to continue her
research on amino acids in the EGF receptor, which she began
studying in her junior year. “The progress that I made on
my project last summer really gave me a head start on my
honors research for this year,” says the molecular biology and
anthropology major.

Lee says the McMinn
Scholarship provided her
with opportunities that
“would have been beyond
my means if not for the aid
of the scholarship.”

“In addition to the
financial aid, receiving the
scholarship was a big
encouragement,” she con-
tinues. “It meant a lot to
me that others thought I
had the capability to become
a biologist.”

Roberson hopes to teach high school physics and math
before pursuing a graduate degree. “Although I am excited
about graduation,” she says, “my four years at Vanderbilt
have been a wonderful lesson in life as well as in physics and
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math, and I think my experiences will help me connect to
the students that I will be teaching in the next few years.”
—Rebecca Folmar

World-class mathematician joins A&S

hen the Soviet Union split up a decade ago, many

of its brightest minds began to emigrate to the West.
At first, Alexander Ol'shanskii, one of the world’s top math-
ematicians, resisted offers to join the faculties of the world’s
leading universities. Until now.

Ol’shanskii has joined the Vanderbilt A&S faculty as
Centennial Professor of Mathematics. His research inter-
ests include algebra and geomet-
ric topology, particularly geometric
group theory, a complex, abstract
area of mathematics. According to
Michael Mihalik, professor of math-
ematics and chair of the depart-
ment, Ol'shanskii is one of the top
group theorists in the world and
2% | “quite possibly the best.”
Alexander Ol’shanskii For the past two years, Ol'shan-

skii has taught graduate students

at Vanderbilt during the fall semester and at Moscow State

University in the spring. Two Russian graduate students
accompanied him to Vanderbilt, and he hopes one or two
more will join him next year.

In the future, Ol'shanskii will probably move to Nashville
permanently with his wife, Tatiana. His two grown chil-
dren, Maxim and Kirill, remain in Russia, along with

his grandson. Maxim is a member of the mathematics fac-
ulty at Moscow State University, and Kirill is a graduate
student in mathematical statistics there.

Ol’shanskii received an MS degree in 1968, a PhD in
1971, and a Doctor of Science in Mathematics in 1979,
all from Moscow State University. He has received many
international awards and has spoken to mathematical con-
ferences all over the world.

With the opportunity to join many of the world’s great
universities, Ol'shanskii said he chose Vanderbilt because
of the math department’s strength in topology and alge-
bra, as well as the opportunity to work with Professor Mark
Sapir, who left Russia about 10 years ago.

“Also, I like the warm climate,” he says. “The fall and
winter here are much warmer than those in Moscow.”

One of three recipients of the
McMinn Scholarship in the
natural sciences, senior
Jessica Hutti plans to become
a college professor in the field
of biochemistry.
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The Division of Institutional Planning and Advancement,

formerly Alumni and Development, has launched a newly designed

Web site that offers free online services to the University’s 107,000 living
alumni.The online services, called “Dore2Dore,” are accessible from the alumni
home-page (www.vanderbilt. edu/alumni) or directly at www.dore2dore. net.




IDENTIFYING THE BRAIN’S “OOPS CENTER”

What goes on in your brain to signal that you'’ve made a mistake?
Vanderbilt neuroscientists have shown that a set of neurons in a
specific region of the brain reacts when you realize you have

made an error.

The finding, reported in the December 14 issue of the journal
Nature, was made by post-doctoral fellows Veit Stuphorn andTracy
L.Taylor—now an assistant professor at Dalhousie University—and
Professor of Psychology Jeffrey Schall.

The researchers proposed that this region
is part of an “executive system” that has
evolved within the brain in order to control
its own activity as it makes decisions, cor-
rects errors, and overrides habitual respons-
es. Although cognitive psychologists generally
agree that such a supervisory system must
exist, this is one of the first studies to reveal
its working at such a fundamental level.

“The work is very important because it
shows the cellular basis of self-control,” says Sohee Park, associate
professor of psychology atVanderbilt. “It addresses basic questions
of psychology and philosophy like the origin of thought and free
will.” It also has important implications for understanding schizo-
phrenia, obsessive-compulsive disorder and psychopathic behav-
ior, she adds.

Schall’s group specializes in the study of the brain’s control of
eye movement. They studied the simple task of deciding whether

or not to shift one’s gaze by putting macaque monkeys in front of a
computer screen. The monkeys were rewarded with juice for per-
forming simple visual tasks.

Researchers monitored activity in a part of the macaque brain
called the supplementary eye field, and found three distinct types
of neurons in the area. One type acts when the monkey realizes that
it has made the correct decision and will be rewarded. The second

type, which they have dubbed the “oops” or
error neurons, react when the monkey realizes
that it has made a mistake and will not receive
a reward. The third type responds when the
brain has received conflicting instructions.

The work is of particular interest to Park,
who studies schizophrenia. In eye-tracking
experiments, she has found that 80 percent of
schizophrenia patients and about half of their
healthy, first-degree relatives have difficulties
in the control of eye movements.

Park and Schall now plan to collaborate with Gordon Logan, Cen-
tennial Professor of Psychology, who developed the paradigm
that provided the basis for the “Oops” study, and Herbert Meltzer,
professor of psychiatry and pharmacology at Vanderbilt University
Medical Center and an expert on the treatment of schizophrenia.
They will conduct a series of parallel studies with monkeys and
human subjects to test the efficacy of anti-schizophrenia drugs like
clozapine.

(continued from page 1)

and emotion, that were once the exclusive domain
of philosophers and psychologists, are now the
focus of experiments in brain science at Van-
derbilt, which enjoys a long and distinguished
history in neuroscience.

Jon Kaas, Centennial Professor of Psychology,
for example, is a world authority on the organi-
zation and evolution of the brain. His discovery
of multiple processing modules in the brain is a
cornerstone of cognitive and neuroscience the-
ories. Until about 20 years ago, it was thought
that the circuits of the adult brain were “hard-
wired.” Kaas and his Vanderbilt colleagues made
a revolutionary discovery that the adult brain
can change its “wiring” according to experience,
through a process called plasticity. Treatments
of neurological and psychiatric disorders depend
on these mechanisms of plasticity. For his work,
Kaas has been elected to the prestigious
National Academy of Sciences, making him the
only active faculty member on campus with such
a distinction.

Shedding light on brain disorders

A more recent contributor to Vanderbilt’s brain
research efforts is Gordon Logan, Centennial
Professor of Psychology, who came to Vander-
bilt last year. Logan’s studies of automaticity (act-
ing spontaneously or unconsciously), impulsivity,
and how we control our actions are particularly
important in understanding schizophrenia
and Attention Deficit and Hyperactivity Disor-
der (ADHD). He works in close collaboration
with researchers at Vanderbilt's John E Kennedy
Center.

The ability to work closely with colleagues
at Peabody College and the Kennedy Center,
Vanderbilt University Medical Center and the
School of Engineering are no small part of the
attraction for researchers like Logan.

“Neuroscience is by nature interdisciplinary,”
observes Jeffrey Schall, professor of psychology.
“When I was recruited to Vanderbilt, Jon Kaas
invited me to his house and said, “We want the
kind of colleagues that make us look forward to

going to work.” The
investigators on this cam-
pus like each other.”

Vanderbilt Brain Institute
Two recently formed alliances

at Vanderbilt have greatly increased
opportunities for collaboration. Last year, the
provost, with the support of the deans of the
College of Arts and Science, the School of
Engineering, and Peabody College, launched
a Center for Integrative and Cognitive Neuro-
science (CICN). Directed by Schall, the
CICN will increase the visibility of neuro-
science and related behavioral sciences at
Vanderbilt. Two years ago, the Vanderbilt
Brain Institute was created to promote the
discovery efforts of neuroscientists, training
of undergraduate and graduate students, and
coordination of public education and out-
reach in brain sciences.

The Vanderbilt Brain Institute fosters work
in such diverse areas as nerve communication,
learning and memory, behavioral and cognitive
science, neurogenetics (genetic basis of nerve
tissues), neural development, sensory sciences
and clinical neuroscience related to neurologi-
cal and mental disorders.

“Sixty percent of our genes are expressed only
in the brain, which means the greatest amount
of new knowledge will be related to the brain,”
says Lee Limbird. Limbird, associate vice chan-
cellor for health affairs for research and pro-
fessor of pharmacology at Vanderbilt University
Medical Center, led a group of Vanderbilt plan-
ners that first proposed formation of a brain
institute.

“At least two-thirds of the money granted by
the National Institutes of Health relates to brain
research,” she notes. In the next 10 years, Van-
derbilt will invest $250 million to be at the lead-
ing edge of neuroscience research and clinical
care.

Researchers in the College of Arts and Sci-
entists, Peabody, the School of Medicine and
the Kennedy Center are working together to
understand how brain cells, circuits and systems

change during develop-
ment, through learning, and
in response to injury.

Another area, which has

fostered a great deal of collabo-

ration, is the Vanderbilt Vision

Research Center, also directed by Schall.

It draws on expertise in low vision rehabilita-

tion at Peabody, sophisticated vision testing and

functional brain imaging in Arts and Science,

computational procedures and devices devel-

oped in the School of Engineering, and abun-

dant clinical populations available through
the School of Medicine.

Until a few years ago, scientists’ abilities to
examine and study human brain functions were
limited to autopsy. Magnetic resonance imag-
ing and PET scans have revolutionized research—
but animal research still plays a critical role in
scientific understanding of how the brain works.

Vanderbilt researchers rely on a wide variety
of species, from cockroaches and mollusks to
star nose moles and monkeys. “Animal research
has been crucial to any number of breakthroughs
in understanding the brain,” says Schall, who
frequently gives students tours of the animal
labs he and his colleagues rely on to conduct
their research. “We try to educate peo-
ple as to why it’s necessary, and
we’re always happy to show
them how we conduct it. It’s
highly regulated by the gov-
ernment for the animals’
benefit, and people who
tour our labs are usual-
ly surprised by the level
of care our animals
receive.”

Since 1997, Vander-
bilt has increased over-
all public understanding
of the brain, issues sur-
rounding the brain, and
the latest scientific find-
ings by partnering with
the Dana Alliance for Brain

Initiatives to present a
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highly successful Brain Awareness program.
Throughout the month of March, Vanderbilt
invites world-renowned experts on neuroscience
and the brain to come to Nashville and share
their discoveries. Vanderbilt also sponsors pro-
grams for children and the Brain Bee, an elec-
tronic statewide competition in which high
school students test their knowledge of neuro-
science.

Some of those high school students will no
doubt find their way to Vanderbilt and its neu-
roscience program after graduation, and con-
tribute to our rapidly expanding knowledge of
the brain.

“The brain is the last scientific frontier,” says
Schall. “The most fundamental discoveries about
how the human brain functions to produce per-
ception, thought, memory and emotion—our
very consciousness—are yet to come. The answers
will come only through collaborative efforts at
places like Vanderbilt.”

—GayNelle Doll




Heidi Ueberroth, NBA Standout

n all-American girl with a global perspective—that’s
Heidi Ueberroth, BA’87.

Ueberroth is executive vice president of Global Media
Properties and Marketing, NBA Entertainment—the mar-
keting and media arm of the National Basketball Associ-
ation. That makes her the highest-ranking female executive
of the four major professional sports leagues.

Her responsibilities are divided between overseeing the
marketing partnerships (with sponsors such as Coca-Cola,
Yahoo and American Express) and worldwide television
distribution for the NBA and the WNBA (the five-year-
old women’s professional basketball
league). Vanderbilt alumni playing in
those leagues include Dan Langhi,
BS’00, with the Houston Rockets;
Will Perdue, BA'88, the Portland Trail-
blazers; and Sheri Sam, BS’96, the
Miami Sol.

Her position with the sports orga-
nization combines two of Ueberroth’s

Heidi Ueberroth

main interests—television and inter-
national business. Her love of far-flung climes dates
back to her formative years, when her parents were involved
in the travel industry. They gave their middle daughter a
vision of the world as marketplace. Her interest in sports
also comes naturally, as her father, Peter Ueberroth,
once served as commissioner of major league baseball and
head of the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles.

After graduating from Vanderbilt with a degree in Eng-
lish, Heidi Ueberroth began scanning the career horizon.
“I saw that television was poised for tremendous growth,”
she says. So she took a job in Paris, marketing the men’s
professional tennis tour for Ohlmeyer Communica-
tions. In 1993, ESPN/Capital Cities bought that compa-
ny, and the following year she was drafted by the NBA
as director of international media programs.

Although she never donned a basketball jersey for Van-
derbilt, the fit and focused California native knows her
way around the sport and around the globe. “Professor
Susan Wiltshire once told me that everyone should trav-
el around the world before age 25,” she says. “Tell her
it’s taking me a little longer, but 'm getting there.” And
indeed she is—from Hong Kong to Sidney to Paris.

With a television presence in more than 200 countries,
and offices in 15, the NBA is deluged with requests to
enter more countries. “We're seizing the opportunities as
fast as we can,” says Ueberroth. In fact, the number of tele-
vision networks carrying NBA games and special features
has doubled since she came on board in 1994.

There’s nowhere Ueberroth can go anymore without
bumping into the NBA. She remembers a vacation
trip several years ago to the beautiful city of Guilin,
China. A young guide there welcomed her to the “sister
city to Orlando, home of the Orlando Magic and
Shaquille O’Neal.”

—Judith DeMoss Campbell

Board of Trust approves
ambitious fund-raising campaign

ast fall the Board of Trust voted to launch a comprehensive fund-raising campaign for
Vanderbilt, with a test goal of $1 billion.

Nashville trustee Monroe J. Carell Jr., BE’59, chairman of Central Parking System, chairs
the campaign, which is expected to kick off officially in the spring of 2002. It is now in its
silent phase, in which the University will raise enough money to determine whether the
$1 billion goal is feasible.

The College of Arts and Science hopes to raise funds for endowed scholarships and other
priorities, such as faculty chairs, new and improved facilities, expanded research and acad-
emic programs, and improvements in student life. Proposed initiatives include establish-
ing residential colleges for undergraduates and a creative arts program that includes theatre,
creative writing, studio arts and music.

This campaign is the most ambitious in the University’s history. Vanderbilts last com-
prehensive campaign, the Campaign for Vanderbilt that ended in 1995, brought in $560
million in gifts, pledges and planned bequests.

A&S CORNERSTONE ﬁg
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RECEIVES CASE AWARDS

The A&S Cornerstone received two awards in
a recent communications contest among col-
leges and universities in the Southeast, spon-
sored by the Council for the Advancement and
Support of Education (CASE). The Comnerstone,
which goes to about 34,000 alumni, faculty and
other friends of the College of Arts and
Science, received a grand award in the exter-
nal newsletters category and a special merit
award in the newsletter publishing improvement category. Several

other Vanderbilt media initiatives and alumni publications also won awards.

Gee announces major administrative changes

hancellor Gordon Gee has announced major administrative changes to alumni and
development, strategic planning and student services.

A national search is underway for Vanderbilt’s first vice chancellor for student affairs and
campus life. This position will report directly to the chancellor.

Professor Nicholas Zeppos has been appointed to the new position of vice chancellor
of institutional planning and advancement, which incorporates strate-
gic planning, alumni relations and development. A professor of law for
the past 14 years, Zeppos has served as associate provost for academic
affairs for the last two years.

Beverly Bond, MBA'92, formerly vice chancellor for alumni and
development, is directing the comprehensive capital campaign. John
S. Beasley II, vice chancellor for alumni and development, emeritus,
will be counselor to the chancellor and help foster relations between
the University and key alumni constituencies.

In announcing the changes, Gee noted that “fund raising and alum-

Nick Zeppos
ni relations must be far more closely linked with our academic mission and planning.” He
called Zeppos “one of the brightest, most energetic and creative people at Vanderbilt.”

A graduate of the University of Wisconsin and its law school, Zeppos joined the Van-

derbilt faculty in 1987 after serving as an attorney in the U.S. Department of Justice.
From 1998 to 1999, he served as associate dean of the Vanderbilt Law School.

Kudos

Simon Collier, professor of history, has been honored by
the government of Chile, which appointed him a Comen-
dador in the Order of Bernardo O’Hig-
gins. The order is reserved for foreigners
who have made a significant contri-
bution to the life of the Chilean nation.
Bernardo O’Higgins was the libera-
tor who led Chile to independence
in 1818. Collier, who came to Van-
derbilt in 1991, has specialized in the
field of Chilean history and also has
written extensively on the Argentine Tango, an avocation
from his days of living in South America.

Dan Cornfield, professor and chair of sociology, received an
Excellence in Education Award for outstanding teaching in
the academic area of sociology. The award was given for the
first time this year by the Industrial Relations Research Asso-
ciation, a 50-year-old interdisciplinary professional associa-
tion for industrial relations scholars.

Jonathan D. Farley, assistant professor of mathematics, has
received a Fulbright Distinguished Scholar Award, which
he will use to conduct research at the University of Oxford.
Farley also was named one of 30 “Leaders of the Future”
in the January 2001 issue of Ebony mag-
azine. He received his AB degree summa
cum laude from Harvard in 1991 and
won a Marshall Scholarship to pursue
a doctorate in mathematics at Oxford,
which he earned in 1995. After com-
pleting a postdoctoral research fellow-
ship at the Mathematical Sciences
Research Institute in Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, he joined the Vanderbilt faculty in 1996.

Joseph H. Hamilton, Landon C. Garland Distinguished
Professor of Physics and director of the Joint Institute for
Heavy Ion Research, received the first Francis G. Slack Medal
for Distinguished Service in Physics from the Southeast-
ern Section of the American Physical Society. The citation
reads in part: “For outstanding contributions to the devel-
opment of academic excellence in nuclear science in the
Southeast and throughout the nation...”

C. Elton Hinshaw, professor of economics, emeritus, has
been asked to serve on the Social Sciences Panel of the
National Research Council. The panel evaluates applications
for the Ford Foundation predoctoral Fellowships for Minori-
ties Program, which has awarded more than 50 fellow-
ships a year since 1986.

John M. Sloop, associate professor of
communication studies, has been award-
ed the B. Aubrey Fisher Article of the
Year Award by the Western States Com-
munication Association for his essay,
“Disciplining the Transgendered: Bran-
don Teena, Public Representation, and
Normativity.”
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The art of Michael Aurbach, professor of fine arts, was picked from nearly 150 submissions for
one of two solo shows at the newly opened Frist Center for the Visual Arts in Nashville. Aurbach’s
“The Administrator,” a sculptural tableau, is being shown in the inaugural exhibit of the center’
Contemporary Artists Project Gallery. It will remain on display through mid-August.

First director of Women's Studies dies

from a single course with scattered accep-
tance to something that was “firmly rooted
and grounded” in the University, according
to Cecelia Tichi, William R. Kenan Jr. Pro-
fessor of English.

In addition to her administrative work,
teaching, and mentoring women students,
Walker wrote or edited 12 books, including
A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and
American Culture and Shaping Our Mothers
World: American Women's Magazines, which
was published in November 2000.

She is survived by her husband, Burt
Augst, a compliance analyst with Vander-
bil’s Opportunity Development Center.

N ancy A. Walker,
a professor of
English who built Van-
derbilt’s Women’s
Studies Program from
the ground up while
also  conducting
research on women’s
humor in American
literature, died in Nancy A. Walker

December 2000 of complications from

lung cancer. She was 58.

‘Walker came to Vanderbilt in 1989 from
Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri.
Under her guidance, Women's Studies grew

New appointments

Emmanuele DiBenedetto, Centennial Professor of Mathematics, has
joined the Vanderbilt faculty as director of the new Center for Bio-
mathematics. DiBenedetto earned his BA degree in 1975 from the Uni-
versita di Firenze [University of Florence] in Italy and his PhD from the
University of Texas in 1979.




DONORS EXPERIENCE BEST OF A&S

Among alumni and student art exhibited at AGS Day were
these stoneware “Blushed Bowls and Vermillion Vase” (above)
by Jenny Gill, winner of the 2000 Margarer Stonewall
Wooldridge Hamblet Award. Right: “With the recent mapping
of the human genome, a multitude of articles have appeared in
the media about genetics,” said Professor of English Jay
Clayton. “Many perpetuate the error of genetic determinism,
that you are your genes.”

Bill and Cathy Turner enjoyed talking to freshman John Ross
Stringham of Nashville, the first recipient of the honor
scholarship that they have established.

PHOTOS BY PEYTON HOGE

bout 200 alumni, parents and other friends of the col-
lege experienced a potpourri of stimulating scholar-
ship and social activities during A&S Day in February.
Distinguished faculty members shared up-to-the-minute
research findings in special presentations and regular A&S
classes. They included Jeffrey Schall, professor of psychol-
ogy and director of the Center for Integrative and Cognitive
Neuroscience; Arthur Demarest, Ingram Professor of Anthro-
pology; Carol Swain, professor of political science and
professor of law; and Professor of English Jay Clayton.
“This was the first A&S Day that my wife, Nina, and I
have attended,” said William A. Bugg, Jr., BA'59, of Adlanta,
Georgia. “We came away believing that Vanderbilt is on the
leading edge in many areas, such as archeology, brain research,
genetics, and even religion and politics.”

Professor Carol Swain

discussed the charitable choice

provision that provides federal
funding to faith-based social
welfare programs. “Its not as
good as it seems,” she noted.
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