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THE fashion of - 4pologising that pre-
vailed $ome years in England 1s not
followed in the following narrative, which
only promises'to relate facts and delineate
circumstancés just ‘as they happened,
untinctured ‘with eénvy or magnified by
friendship and pride. The author having
no other view but the public information,
for whom-animated by truth with candor
he proceeds to-give the following pages
under the preceding title,

The life of him who has an opportunity
of writing it himself, is supposed to be
but the genuine truth, as he must be-best
acquainted with it himself, which another
cannot so intimately know, but the former
may have many reasons for concealing
that truth which 1s oftner the case than

with
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with the second person, who feeling no
motive for disguising facts, can only fail
in the principles of action; for no man
has yet searched the heart of another:
the ability for that purpose residing only
in HiM who created us,  The History of
a man who has not had any opportunity
of presenting to the public a spectacle for
their admiration, as general or naval
ofhicers, whose perilous adventures claim
the car ot public curiosity in a particular
manner, must have a secret interest in
the minds of the public to expect their
attention to what happens with all. men in
the same situation as themsclves. But
as.every hife, 1f properly written, though
not checquered with much vicissitudes,
and only spent in the bosom of family
and friendship, may be of advantage to
the public as the same circumstances are
hikely to ally I here present to the observ-
2tion of our Community in particular,
and the world in generaly a specimen of
rrRUTH 1n private life, which without ex-
citing much admiration, may in every
onc but the /us¢, remain an example of
imitative conduct on many occasions.
Guided by justice and candor 1 proceed
to the tasK in the spirit of him who wrote
the history of his contumacious and
rebellious companions in the wilderness.
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Aaron Goupsmip, the father of this
family, was a Native of Holland, where
all his children were born. He brought
them over and settled here, about the
year 1765, and first resided i Gun-

Square, Houndsditch, where he was known

among the most respectable of the Jewish
Community ; from which situation he
removed to No. 25, Leman Street,
Goodman’s Fields, the House where the
business was carricd on under the hrm
ot Aaroxn Gorpsmip and Son, and which
now retains the name of Goupsmip and
I Ltason.

He had cight children, four sons, and
four daughters.

(Georce Goipsmip, the eldest, was
originally the father’s Partner, as before
obscrved. Hemarried a rich Dutch young
I.aay, an agreecable and what is still better,
a worthy and good woman,

Asuer, the second son, Bullion Broker
to the Bank, and who was Partner with
old Mr. Mocarra of Mansell Street.
This Gentleman married a Miss Kevseg,
a Lady with alarge fortune,

Benjamin, the third son, the lamented
subject of these Memoirs, married Miss
A g JEsse
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Fesse Sarovox ¥, of Clapton, the danghter
Af an eminent Ld%[ India Merchant, mth
whom he receivad a dowry, not more
indeed than suitable to his own situauon
i Lite,

Azranay, the youngest son, married
Miss Eriason, ot \Imtf_rddm. a Ladv of
oreat fortune, and extensive family cone
nections,

Niss Gorry. the ddc\,t daugshicr,
married a Mn. Joacian of Am “mnm,
12 Gentleman of immanse fortune.

Niss Eerppr, the sccond  daughter,
married another Joacnaa, brotner to the
former, and both their first cousine,

NMiss Porry, thethiradatuz oo marr.ec
Mg, De b*fmons, a Diamona Niorchane,

cll known among the princival jewetior
i the Mcorepolis,

Miss Senar, e younicst daventer, o
peautiful wur” LLadv, marred Ny
i‘..uv:()\'-, ‘he brother of M. ,ﬁ‘;mmﬂy-

b
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respectability, and an eminent Diamond
Merchant,

Before 1 procucd any further in this
parrative, it will bey I think, necessary to
aive a short outline “of the life and Princi-
pal transactions of M= Joactans, Miss
Estirr's husband, ht)m ceeentricity
made him be very much remarked by the
world, and was the cause of great uncasi-
ness to his familv, Imothe course of this
part ol the w ork, 1t will be necussary 1o
anticipate my  primary intention,  and
over-rune my fint hmits o hittie way,
ilowever, as nothing will be mentioned
et oasoany  wavo nracevant  teoomy
[, (Jrltlpliﬂ,d] sketeh, the reader, 1 hope
ot excuse thls desultory digression with
Aossie, GOty umLhu n-law, who
vas aieo M Bexjanvin Goipsyud's
companionin his travels on the Continent,
a0 1 oehall hereadter yelate,

Mu. Josciian the clder, the tather of
three sons of  the same name, died
unmensely rich i Holland, Two of
these Gentlemen, married. as 1 have
before mentionced, two of the Miuss
Gorosyiv’s. one took nMiss Gorey, the
other Mhss Estner,  Their tather's death
occasioned a great altecration 1n  the
ianaoement of their business, and each

became a separate dealer on his own
account,
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occount,  The husband ob Estink,
cxtenacd his connections so widely, that
althouh pL ssesaed of very constderable
cflect. u_t ¢ left himselfin that dileinma
()f‘ 11Ot b{:m;} prepared  tooscttle a bill
wien it becams due.s 1t the improvident
amidst thor imprudence, thought of the
aw kward situation they place themselves
11, when they become (.)b cated to others
for assistance, cven 1o blolhu ey
would retract, I othink, fmm teir foilv,
and let him who knows not the value of
a Guinca, goaroutand borrow a Shithine,
and he will find 1t a disaarecable tak
subject to the casualty of rcfusal. How-
ever, Mz, Joacias hrst application to
his brother was successtul; his difficulty
was removed, and he went on as usual.

A short time after, for as Solomon
savs, what has been, may be again, another
apphca 101 Was made to the same (JUATLeT,
for the same purposc, but not quite with
the same success.  The facihity with which
his brother had belore removed  his
difficulty made him Hawer himself that the
second occasion would be as easily con-

cluded.

The first favor not bemng returned, and
so early an application for another, rather

alarmed his brother for his situation in
1}&_;
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life 5 he had no objection stll of tultilhing
his request, provided he would grant him
the 1nspection of  his books Now,
though he had no wish to withhold these
testimonies 1n his favour, yet he thought
himselt highly hurt and insulted by this
request of his brother.

He lived at this period, as wcll as at all
former times, 1n the greatest harmony
with his family ; but as Tristram Shandy
cays, ¢ Man is but man,” a whimsical
1dea entered his heady of absenting him-
celf.  Mysterious and perplexing absence
15 often worse felt than downright loss.
Every 1inquiry and scrutiny was made
after him, yet to no cftect so secretly and
suddenly had he withdrawn himclf; but
after much search, mformation was ob-
tained at an Inn, that he had taken post
and gonc to Ostend. By the time his
pursucrs had rcached the place, 1t was
found that he had been there, and received
from a person with whom he dealty the
amount which he requested ot his brother,
and transacted with him fer other property
that he carried with him to a very con.
sidecrable sum.,

During the beginning of his absence,
his family being much alarmed on the
occasion, began to examine into  his

atlairs,
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affairs, and it was found by his books,
that he had various and good property,
and that after every demand should be
justly settled, he might be considered as
a man of fortune.

Mgr. Joacuan In his tour, had reached
Barcelona in Spain, where meeting with
an acquaintance, to whom he was for-
merly in habits of Intimacy with, Mx.
Joacuam wished to renew his familianity
with him; but this character not buing
willing to acknowledge his friendship,
on account of his dangerous situation,
being a Jew in an arbitrary country, and
subject to the inquisition, denied having
any knowledge of him, and contrived the
following plot to get our traveller from
the place before he became known.

His first step he took was to the house
where Mr. Joacuanm lodged, and by
instnuations and other mndirect means,
persuaded his landlord to get nid of him,
out ol his house as soon as possible, to
avoid turther disagrceable circumstances;
and indeed, so alarmed the man, that on
his coming home, he remonstrated 1 the
strongest terms on the danger and 1m-
propricty of his remaining tn his house,
and advised him to rcturn directly on
board the ship that had brought him

there,
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there, as the safest asylum for onc in
such perilous circumstances.

The man who barters his religion for
his convenience, becomes a suspicious
character 1n every moral sensc, and 1f
any thing indicates a villain, this circum-
stance forms the strongest feature ol one.
This was the case with this Israclite; he
had embraced the religion of the place,
and with 1t all the hypocrisy that accom-
panies Priestcraft in a Catholic country.
Onec Brux had just at that tme become
notorious, by his forgeries on the Duich
hank, tor which he fled the country, and
sought refuge n forcign parts, Now it
happened, that the natural appearance of
Mzr. Joacnam’s person, as wcll as his
acquired abilities in various lansuages
rendered him unfortunately an object of
such similitude with this miscreant, that
it camc Into bhis head to denounce him
to the Spanish tribunal of the inquisition
as the fraudulent character in question,
By this transaction, Mr. Joacnas got
into a very dangerous and difficult affair ;
he was taken from his ship, confined in
a forcign and despotic country, for a
crime agdinst all pations, and 1n the
utmost danger from the forbidden aspect
of his principles of religion. He might
have lain in prison a long time, if he had

not
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not found favour with the goaler, His
prepossessing appearance being much hike
that of a Gentleman, so far gained on the
man’s opinton of him, that he actually
adviced him to write to the Dutch Consul
in Barcelona tor an interview, which
soon produced a visit from that Gentle-
man, who directed him to write to the
Stadtholder at the Hague and his friends,
acquainting them of his danger, and the
cause of his detentiony and to give nimn
such papers, and ke would forward the
same. Accordingly he wrote threeletiers,
one to the Stadtholder, another o the
High Pricesty and one to his Brother; ail
‘hiree containing an cxact account of his
chen  present  situation, with  forcible
reasons to the latter ftor his exerting
himselt in this disagreeablc attair,

Nothing  can exceed the jov and
-urprize mixed with apprehension ot
danger of his tamily at home; when
they came to the knowledge of his case ;
but he was still alive, and that circum-
.tance was every thing to them, as Pope
S2Y'S

On him their second prosidence they huang,

P1ic eve their lavw, their oracle hus tongnie,

tje had been absent necar a twelve
month.
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month, and to get him home cvery
diligence was used; the Stadtholder sent
dircctions to the Consul for his rclcasc,
with the proper identihcations of his per-
-on to the Magistrates of the pmu, and
cxonerating him from the {11 ccnarce of
bems thc }T’IOUCIIde Bovs before mel
tii)ll:d.

His tormer escape irom his friend. and
ramilyv st mxdt so much on ther ininds,
that they thought pluduu to send a
tricnd over to blmrr him back, amd serve
4% @ companion to divert hiy thought

from any future rambling,

Iovery mind 1s not capable of remaims
g long settic i one place, and those
whohaveoncebeenabroadare perpetually
in danger of {aliing aram mito the same
way ol life, so {bmi 1s all mankind of
varicty and change ; for though most men
take to l)l]bIIILaS, }u the Lhu}ghts ot
sceing more of the world than they can
1a therr cityy 1s so faciating, that many
besides Mr. Joaciary, wander abroad m
scarch of pleasure as well as trade, though
of all pmlunom ot tarth, we suffer tl
Niost Inconvenience m traveiline, from
the  exactitude required o us in the
observance of our law.,

\an\'
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Atter a short stay at home ot about a
twelve month, his roving disposition led
him away agam, and he came over to
Yngland with hh tamily and fowschold
aoods.  On his arrival here, he took up
bis abode i Brown's-Buildings, St Mary
Axe.

[1:¢ cratic disposttion did not permit
him to remain long i one place.  Atier
about a twelve montin's aboden England,
he returned back again to Holland, with
all his Hmwc}n/d Furniture. 1t scems
he liked both places by tarns, but neither
onc long, for he soon after came back
agam and sctded for a short time at
I-xcter, where he mmagined he could hive
(.hca]‘:t_‘r than at any other part of
Inslend. His travelling thus backward
and forward, was not ﬂttu}dud with o
rifling cxpence, for on all these
t.\pu*umna the whole of his houschold
stuff was n motion.  Atter a short
residence mnothis quartery, something dis-
pleased Lim again, which made hin
return to Ilolland with his family once
more, whence restless as before he came
over asain and engased a House
Plyvinouth.

This absurd conduct, with his previous
proceedings,  very much  alarmed  his
fatier
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father 1 law Mr. Aaroy  Gorpsuip
and his sons, witch made them 1nsist on
his coming to seitle i London, near
themselves, and that a settdement ot
£ 2070, should be directiv made on his
wite, which he readily comphied  with,
and. 1n uquuvl}cv. 4 Houwe was taken
4t No. o Great Prescot Sueet. Ghodman’s
Fields; tor the recepuon of by family
when thev arrived from Holland,

I <hall now  leave  this (}:;11{!-,‘1!1:1!1,
watine the arrval of s fanndv e as |
have st sandy and relate some erticular
and material p passazes of the caviy part of
M, Becasiiy Goonssab's Life.

¥
J

b—— Wy —

Tl'ﬁ" fi‘illll‘(" (1[' C"TLH'&RI} m)l Sx_n_';j;:,
one ol the first Tlouses 1 Hotland, shook
the firm of Mears, Nanow aind Groxon
Gornsyip 1o London to s fonndauon;
a truth which T would whitnay have
withheld, had 1t not been 1 l[a CIFC U~
stances <o tatimately connecte D wath the
P vincipal subject of these f\lrmmm.
flmn‘fh no  blame can attich o the
1':'3?L‘C[dl)i“i‘~.' of the oy from an
unforeseen cvent not in I}IC'}“M'{_ Wwithin
their Labihity et conniry on their own
account,  T'Lis induced  the fu.:n._:r L)
send his third son B NJAMIN & drer the aze
of thirteen, the usual time of conlinmation

"

At
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of our youths, to visit a rich uncle at
Amsterdam, of whom the young man
was a great favorite, conceiving thereby,
that the old Gentlecman would do some-
thing for him in the way of preferring
him 1n the world, But this uncle was
not a liberal minded man, he was in short
what the world calls a Afiser, and gave
him so little hopes of doing any thing
for him then, that in a short ume he
returned home, like the fox who found
the grapes out of his reach, and so
reported them to be sour,

At his return home, he found the
world, as Milton says, ¢ All before him,
and providence his guide.” He then
cntered into Co-partnership with  his
brother ABranay, when a new line was
first chalked out to them by their Mer-
cantile Friends, which was to take up the
business of a Bill Broker, which for the
benefit of those who are unacquainted
with that concern, I shall explainin a few
words. It 1s the nuddle man between
the Merchant and the Monied Interest;
a concern wholly unknown on the Royal
Exchange ull that time, which might be
about the year 1777.

Their 1ndustry, sobriety, integrity, and
filial aflection, recommended them to the.

good
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good opinion of all parties, and they
became respected by the principal Mer-
chants, and their independence was
declared in every Commercial Circle, as
well at home as abroad. They continued
in this line for a length of time, when the
aforementioned Uncle in Holland died,
who not being permitted to transport his
wealth to the other world, condescended
to leave £ 15000. to these two brothers,

and £ 1000. to each of their sisters.
With this additional sum, and the con-

cerns they were carrying on brought
them into greater notice as men of the
first respectability.

_ If love evny haunts the breast where learning lies,

Why not take Brokers and Merchants by surprise?

Improving 1n his circumstances, a
softer passion took hold of Mr. BENjamin
GorpsMip’s mind, and he became at-
tached to a genteel antl accomplished
young Lady, a Brewers Daughter of
Limehouse, which respectable and
affectionate 1nlercourse existed for some
years; but his family, at last became
alarmed on this occasion, and represented
to him the impropriety of uniting with a
person not of his own persuasion, and
advised, 1n order to .draw him off from
this frivolous pursuit to take a trip to the

B 5 Continent,
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Continenty andin the interim they engaged
honorably to dispose of the young Ladly,

By the importunate and numcrous
intercesstons of his relattons, he at length
conscited.  One of Ins nearvest friends
undertook  to negociate  this  delicate
affair for bim with the young Lady, and
happily succeeded 1 marrving her to a
very respectable man 1n the Mctropohn,
to whom was given a considerable pe-
cuniary compensation.  Thus her hand
was disposed of elsewhere, and she 1.
now the mother of a handsome and
numerous family.

The time being arrived forhis departure,
and Mr. Joacnay i London waiting oniv
tor the proper arranzements being made
for such a journey, Mr. Gorpsyip with
reluctance bid adieu to his friends, and 1o
his beloved sweetheart, the young Lady
just mentioned, for the term which the
policy of his relations had allotted for his
absence from all he held dear, and which he
could not help considering asasort of pun-
ishment., He behaved on this juncture
with a determined sort of coolness, not
easily expected from one of his warmth
of feeling, and at a time too when the
passions are In their full vigor. s
sisters, whose gentleness of heart began

*{"\
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to droop under the thoushts of therr
separation, was another afiliction added
to what he felt besides in hiv own breast,
that he was himselt obliged o cmploy
cvery  soothing  argument  be could
ima;_iinc‘ to comfort and restore them.
This was obvious to cvery one who
knew the family, for a more aflectonate
one never met in the world belore. He
bace thein remember he shoald have
tnem for ever m his thoughts, as well as
sie for whose affection he was nccessi-
tated to o temporary exitle. € But why
should T grieve,” said he, ¢ we are
caught that the punihments of heaven
are infhicted for a wtwo fold purpose; to
wipe away sorrow, and prevent future

'

TTOT ..

He was acineted by the same steadiness
of spiritin the disposal of every part of
bis own private concerns tll he left
Loncon with hius friend and brother
tn law AMr. Joacnas, I shall notauempt
here to desceribe his parting with them nor
s whole family, 1t was nothing to what
he telt on the occasion of taking his leave
of hi> charming fair one. This was an
account harder to compromise than any
other. At length he resolved to take
trom 1t it solemnity, if he could not
aloviate s pan, Having set with her

the
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the night before his departure, at his
house tul miudnipht, consoling her upon
the hardoess of their separation, which he
represented but a business occurrence o
be  transacted, after which he  should
quickly return, carnestly recommuennding
her to endeavour to keep up her spinits,
which should support her duving ks
absence, promising the friendship ul his
whole fuuhh. but most l)ﬂ.r[l(.llldrl\ of
Bl: youngest sister SARA,

With such arcuments and resolutions,
interlardered &alth the sottest expressics,
he pretended to fall asleep, then waking
as from a reverie, he got up suddenly
and a pf)intin'r an carly hour for break-
fast. mmdrua from her unpuubul o
e had wept herselt o deep. This
moment he was himself avain, vet e
dropped a tear which hitherto he had never
had occasion to do during thewr acquaint.
ance.  Instead of going to rest he flung
himself 1into a Post Chaise that waited
for him at the door, 1n which was
his brother in law and fellow wvavelier
Mr. Joacuam.  They then  procederd
with the utmost speed to Harwichy where
on their arrival they found the Puacket
ready to sail, which 1n a few hours cen-
veyed them sabely to Holland.

Thics
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This tarewell scene passed in the very
room, a back parlour i Mr. Geouce
Gorbsmin's house, now converied {0 a,
Compting House 5 an apartinent witch
had often  witnessed  his  warmest  de-
clarations of love.  But here 1 chall
drop my pen, for where the fechinas are
much and the expression but  little,
deseription will never succeed 1n the
protilie,

1o a fniend whom he could trust, and
who had been his intumate noall bis
«ecrets. he sent a letter a few days ateer,
recomending his dear Chafhhl‘ 10 Lhe
most expressive terms, BT deave with
vou, T savs s lettery ¢6a trust more
'prm:ir:m;;'m my  Hosom than anv other
carthly vood.  DBe her fhend, as you
have been mine; protect her who has
not that assistance, I should have attorded,
and 1f at any tine you should bestow a
thought upon me, remember her who
was my  only Lomlolt and whom the
croseness of  thino 7S has compelicd m
leave behind me 111 sorrow and attlicton.’

Such was the charge Mr GO"H‘\I'D
gave his friend; respecting this | irst object
of his af Hection, which he receved with
promises of becomina her monttor and
puardian for his sake, This was the
mast

i
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most affecting scene of Mr. GoLpsMip’s
fife at that time; and though it 15 an
incident that has happened to thousands,
let not those who have escaped its fecling,
look with indifference on this portion ot
our history, or suffer their undisturbed
apathy to pass 1t over without a proper
allowance of us cllects on a heart
succeptible of the finest tmpressions.

Mr. Goupsyin's mind when on board
the Packet was much relieved with Mr.
Joacuax's  lively conversatton.  His
gloomy reflection by degrees gave way,
and the expectation of what he was going
to bchold on the great theatre of the
world, tended much to dissipate his
grief, and by degrees he returned to his
tormer way of thinking and acuvity,

I should not have been so particular,
if 1 bad not been writing to many
persons, who probably have the advantage
of not being altogether unacquainted
with the characters I am delincating;
thercfore, I shall bring another com-
panion (for so I think I may call him)
of Mr. GorLpsmin’s.  Jtisa Mr. Hyaaw,
an orthodor Cook, well known to scveral
noble guests, who {requent the London
Tavern on public occasions, for his
exquisite and delicious Manufactory of

Almond
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Almond Puddings, a man who by his
kncading and pufﬁng has rendered

himself agrceable to all parties and 1s a
favorite ot the family. *

K
'

From dames of fashion to washing tubs,

They all approv'd his syllabubs.

On Mr. Gowrpsmip's arrival at Am-
sterdam, he was received with the greatest
joy and respect.  Ile made his abode at
Mr. Joacias’s house, where he was
reccived by the {amily with the utmost
aflection and fihal regard.

His time was now divided between
amusement, business, and the reciprocal
duties of {riendship and compliance with
the fashions and forms of Dutch polite-
ness.  Kvery one was eager to engross
as much of his company as possible, and
the Ladies particularly monopolized
most of it, yet he was not so confined by
these obcc<510ns, as to loose sight of his
grand principle the universal Improve-
ment of the morals and manners of the
lower classes of the Jewish Community,
which at a much earlier period he had
adopted as a polar star to guide him
through the wilderness of life, with
becoming advantage to his contemporary

and
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and less fortunate companions all over
the world,

Among those who had the principal
interest in Mr. Goupsyin's friendship of
his own people, was Memon Asskr, a
learned and impartial Civilian of Amster-
dam, whose company was coveted by
the first circles of the caity; also Mr,
Carapocia, a Physician, and Mr. Da
Costa, a Lawyer, and several other men
of letters, for he found here, as well as
further on in France, Germany, and
in Italy, that the Hebrews had notwith-
standing cvery obstacle advanced them-
selves forward 1n the Republic of letters.
Would that as much could be said of
our people here in England ! But Heaven
forbids their union with learning in this
Country, and leaves them abject slaves
of prejudice and obstinacy like their
foretathers’were several Centuries ago.

From the subsequent consequences of
Mr. Goupsyip’s vast success in England,
bis interest with the first Characters of
this Kingdom, promised to perform well
for the improvement and reformation of
the rising generation; for like: the bene-
volent Mr. Hanway, his views were
directed to the remotest points of moral
perspective, as the surest mcans of re-

ducing
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ducing the whole to onc uniform practice
of beneflicial improvement.

From Holland Messrs. Gorpsmip and
Toacuam travelled by leisure journies to
France, Italy, and Germany, not like
oiddy post boys, galloping through cities
with alarming haste, or crceping con-
noisscurs, noting old inscriptions and
buying modern antiques; but with the
more useful design of improving thelr
gWR generation and country.,

How few there are who schiemes like fus attend,

Qr mark the precepts that mankind amend,
¥rom pride and folly, contrary crrors rise,

PBut hie who mends our morals jnust be wise,

In France he became acquainted with
Jews, disputing with Christians, and
cetting  the better of their oponents,

ranking high in the sciences, and res-
pected by their contemporaries of the
most  distinguished  reputation.  Mr.
- Govrpsmip conversed with many, who
- have left their names on record, though
some are now no more. Mr. Brock, Mr.
HzirTz, Mr., Hartevie, Mr., Iriep-
Lanper, all dined with our travellers at
Berlin, where he also found Frienker,
JCHOETLANDER, and WoLr [onn, B;at

C ne

l
|
s
|
?



20 MEMOIRS OF THE

the most interesting man of them all, was
Mr. Bex Davio, President of the Socicty
of Friends of Humanity, at that place.

This last Gentleman, Author of somc
profound Works, and who has cn-
deavoured to apply Algebra to the
T hcon of tastc in the Arts, 1s an acade-
mician, and member ol several Foreign
Societies ; and yet a jew, though blessed
with  gentus,  Many more might be -
added to this catalogue, who have as fair
a claim to public approbation for their
advances and labours in the polite arts.
From the mostauthentic information then
it 1s plain, that, the Community n
IForcign parts, ‘are more improved as well
as more respected than here, where they
are little known but by their contrivances
1n trafhc.

The principal object of Mr. Goup-:
sMip's inquiry was the situation of the .
individuals in foreign countries.  He felt
for their state at home, as well as lamented
their abject depression  abroad; but:
above all things he wished to observe was
their mode of cducating thair children 1n |
foreign countrics, 1n order, if possible, to
alleviate their condition at home on his
return.  Thus he united philanthrophy
ana philosophy for application to the best
of purpascs.
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The reader I presume is not to be
told that the Jews are a despised race of
unfortunate beings nearly all over the
world, and must remain so as long as the
present system ot thinking 1s acted upon.
To begin at home, 1t cannot be said they
have not to complain of civil and political
rights being unjustly withheld from them.
Though fugitives and proscribed from
this country for ages, yet they sought an
asylum here when a ray ol hberty began
to twinkle in Cromwell’s time, when other
nations refused them existence among
themselves.  Though the calamiues of
taxation, exaction, and exception were
not among their complaints here nor 1n
Holland, yet they never had any incen-
tive to become agriculturists,  Their
averston did not arise as people foolishly
imagince, from radical idleness, but from
any interest in the land being withheld ;
hence commerce was the only road left
open for them, and of that retail trade,
which was more within their rcach, offered

to the poorest the means of nnmediate
subststence.,

This mode of lifc offering only small
and precarious profits produces a covet-
ous, rapacious disposition, which is
reproached to the whole nation. But
the present day produces characters

C 2 amongst
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amongst us whose clevation of mind is
equal to their fortunes; who though
their cducation has been but scanty,
therefore feel more sharply the want of
such advantages. To furnish this in an
ample degree, was Mr. Benjamin Gorp-
smip's Jatest wish, and ncarly the only
object of his inquiry abroad.

This mode of life of our pcople,
suggested to the more wealthy the
wvention of bills of exchange, insurance
and acceptance by which thcv cluded the
severity of their cnemies, being thereby
cnabled to transfer and transport their
property 1in a letter to another country,

and the Jews became at once the Brol\cr-s,
and the Bankers of the World.

Our greatest encmies cannot deny this
truth, ¢ That the human character 1s
mtlrcly the cefiect of cducation.” This,
which 1n all civilized countries forms the
tuture man, has the same influence on the
I]ew as the Gypsy, and if found defective
)

oth will alike be triflers and fall into
nsignificancy.

Under all thesc difficulties, Mr. GoLp-
sMip and his companions were surprised
to lind, that amopg the Jews of foreign
parts, there were so many persons, who

surmounted
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surmounted by their ingenuity and per-
scverance every obstacle that persecution

and public opinion opposed them with,
and still to have acquired virtue and

learning sufhcient to make themselves
useful to the countries they inhabited,

Asthese Gentlemen never reduced their
minutes of obscrvation into any sort of
order, I am obliged to follow their com-
munication as they werc pleased to
deliver 1t 1 conversation several years
after their return home. But as it is
particularly well known that their view
was the investigation and improvement
of the communtties moral character, and
that Mr. Govupsyip’s charity was great
on that subject, we must give them
credit for having seen every thing with
the most accurate optics of mental.
obscrvation.  Mr. Gorpsyip’s corres-
pondence has also since, very much
cnlarged these vicws, and but for his
untimely cnd, the future generation

might have yet been very much benefited
by his travels.

Virtue and talents generally follow in
the train of liberty, and this is the reason

why the Jewish community in Berlin
have produced more enlightened men
than any others, Our traveller's found

C 3 many
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many very learned, and some of whom 1t
is hoped arc yet lwmg

They found the spinit of inquiry had
raiscd the Jews in several parts of
Germany to a corresponding level with
their fellow citizens,

From Mr. Govrpsyip's information, it
1s confirmed, that hitherto, no Israclite,
as such has cver had a scat in any of the
French National Assemblies, 1nto which
all other opinions and colours have been
admitted ; but several have hlled with
honor the offices of judges, adminis-
trators and municipal ofhcers. In the
department of Mont Tonncre, one ot
them was Mayor of his Commune and
was estcemed a good farmer and an honest

mail,

From the same correspondence it 1s
ascertained, that during the last twelve
years France has communicated to all
the Jews dispersed in her wide territories,
computcd at 100,0C0, cvery civil right of
citizens. The clation Mr. Govrpsyp
felt when he mentioned any of the above
circumstances, shewed he had the cha-
racter of his community at heart, and

their improvement his utmost wish,.
The



|
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The French Jews he found had less
dislike to the Military profession, than
to the Naval, but would prefer Agricul.
ture to every thing else after the war

‘would be ended. A considerable number

in all, from the diflerent departments
were serving, and are so yet, m the
Army and Navy of Irance, several of
whom are officers, and two had risen by
merit to the rank of Chicts of Battalions,

Nothing is more natural, than for
travellers to associate with their country-
men abroad, and thesc gentlemen’s objecs
being the improvement of the minds of
their people, it can be no wonder they
were always to be found together. The
cclebrity of the GoLpsyip name procured
all the information they wanted, which
the modesty of the traveller applied to-
their improvement without the design of
any fashionable publication; therefore
all of this that can at present be given,
must be from recollection, in the manner
that the great Sclden lays it down, ¢ That
most men’s knowledge 1s taken up at
their meals.”

In Rome, and all over the Papak
States, Mr. Gorpsmip found the Jews
possesscd of the greatest immunities,
which have since been confirmed to them

by
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by the revolutionary powers. Some of the
first characters there are professors ot
Music and Painting, and the same spirit
of improvement has manifested itsclt
with them at Leghorn, cven 1n the
improvement of the language of the
translation of their prayers, four or five
hundred of whom have joined together to
foilow their worship in greater purity.

[f busmess bad not intirely engrossed
Mr. GoLpsmip's ume at his return, and
Mr. Joacuax'sy, the Public might have
been obliged to them for a good account
of their travels, of which this 15 only
offcred as a conversation sketch, gathered
at many sittings. But from 1t may be
discovered a spirit of inquiry dirccted to
the best of purposes.

Several times the Berlin Academy had
expressed a wish that Moses MENDELSOHN
and other learned Jews might be enrolled
with their body; but Irederic, who has
been falsely called the great, arbitrarily
refused his assent, because he would not
have their names registered with that of a
despatic old woman, Catherine the second
of Russia; but affairs arc not in that

train now, the Jews arc respected, and
Ben David has been decreed several

prizes
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prizes with the consent of his present
Prussian Majesty.

Mr. Govrpsmip had a disposition to-
wards society and company, but this did
not allow him to be 1ndifferent about
any thing that could be of advantage to
his friends at home. In this way he was
a novel character; an expatriated tra-
veller seeking the amellioration of the
community he belonged to, not by pene-
trating into the recesses of opulence and
srandeur to extort a pitiful subscription,
but to observe the method adopted
abroad in the educating youth tor the
public and theirown advantage, observing
the adage of an old traveller, that he
who supported infants only enabled them
to live, but he who watched over their
cducation, helped them forwards on their
journey through life. Thus he became
cvery onc’s friend in his heart. till some
positive 1ngratitude rendercd them un-
worthy his good will.

The Jews have been reproached for
their want of charity to their own objects
ot it at home. This was a true objection
till about twenty years ago, and no 1in-
dividual has forwarded that virtue more
than the unfortunate subject before us.

In this respect he was an original strictly
observant
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observant of that scripture which says,
¢ Cast thy bread on the waters, and 1t
will return unto thee tenfold.”  In cvery
place he arrived at, his first inquiry was
how they procccded in the cducation ot
the rising generation.  In a small town
in Germany, betwecen Brunswick and
Gottingen, he found a Socicty of Jews,
for the most part young men, who had
founded and superintended a School lor
the children of their nation. Thev had
to contend against a mulutude of ob-
stacles, with the want of pccuniary
assistance, but the protection of Govern.
ment there, which approved of their plan
and mode of instruction, in a few months
removed that objection, for Subscriptions
fell in apace, and Mr., Goupsyip was not
the last to aid such a benevolent scheme,
The direction of this School was com-
mitted to the care of Mr. Jacopsox, a
learned Israclite, who filled then a high

office 1n the service of the Duke of
Brunswick.

I fear my reader will be tired with the

uniformity of these details, and be ready
to exclaim against any morce; but if they
reflect on the superior advantage of
adorning the mind of their ;jcnemnon,
to that of delincating the riches of a
cabinet, or detailing the difficultics of a

journey,
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journey, they must give the praisc to that
work, which 1s only designed as an
cxample to others in [acilitating the
modes of instruction, and introducing an
helpless generation to the exercisc of arts
and handicrafts ; the most happy effects
of which, Mr. Govrpsmip saw result {from
the establishment of these Schools, and
which there can be no doubt was the
causc of his libcral establishment of one
here at home, as I shall soon have (o
rclate,

The good cffect of this spirit was only
felt in I'rance and part of Germany,
while he was there.  On the other side of
the Rhine they had not been able to
obtain the object of their wishes ; all that
had been done there for them, was
abolishing in many places an infamous
toll, which placed the Jews upon a level
with quadruped animals, The same
toll manv years ago was paid by every
onc of these people, going in or out of
France,

Enough has becn already detailed of
Mr. Joacnawm's disposition to travel, as
may easily make 1t appear that it was not
to be expected he should be the first to
wish to return home while he was pur-

suing a course so agrecable te his incli-
nation,
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nation,  The amiable disposiion ot M.
Bexjayix Gorosayrp added 2 great deal
to bis turn of mund 1 that respect. and
having ntelligence also that his famny
had  not vee deft Hotland, he was
meditating on further excursions, when g
letter arrived  from London, requIring
their presence here in as short o time as
the distance of travelling would allow.

The let Ler, which communicated Mr.
Gorpab's recal]l also brousht the news
ob the scttiement of the voung Lady his
st swecetheart, for whose alleciion he
rad been compelled to journey abroad
'n e manner before described.  This
information hilled his mind with confused
sensations and tnoughts that required Mr.
{oacnant’s mgenuity and rhetorie to re-
concile. The heat of his disposition made
hin passionate, but it was soon over.
e histened to his friends exhortation. and
a tew davs settled him o his future ex-
pectationy as to another conncction, and
made him more cager to reiurn back than
e was to sct otit,

After having visited and pl(;ﬁa[}ly
examincd into lhc moral state of Jewnh
Society 1n the principle parts of Furope,
as Holland, Irance, Ttaly, Germany, and
Prussia, ...\11., Gowpsrid returned 1o his

brothes
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hrother in law's housey, Mr., Joacizaa's at
Amsterdam, where he was avain received
with open arms, and the sincerest assur-
ances of love and affection,  Thoush
cvery thing emiled on him nowy vet
ometimces the “ bhrow of care” was visthle
on his countenance. This wus casily
perceived by Mrs. Joacnanm hiy sister,
who rallicd him on the subject.  Dut tie
ictter he had received from hiv
house it Londony mentioned every thing
without reserve respecting the voung
tady, his favorite attachwment Low and
with whom she was scitled. A s izl that
ae olten nvoluntartly had let siip, that
did not escape her nouce, betraved the
ctate of his mind, but she d

ather's

1
S

1d all she
could to divert him with the splendid
appearance of hLis tuture expectation and
aniton, with onc of the most honorable
and opulent houses 1n Ensland, {or such
was the character of Salomon's ; tie cldest
daughter of whom Miss Jesse was by
voth the father's destined to be his bride.

Ncever was any mortification greater
han what this unhappy voung Lady
cxperienced, when  she fmwd herself
acserted by the cherished friend of her
ncart, of whom he had indulged her
nnagmalion so far, that she tattered
berself their union was sanctioned by

D eaven
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Hcaven in the sincerity of truth and -
fidelity. The negociation that settled this
important affair added much to her

unecasiness, which, with Mr. GorLpsmip’s
long absence, reduced her mind to such
a statc, that bher friends thought 1t best
to remove her to the Country, where she
found hersclf forsaken and wept at her

alsappointment. |

How slow to him who feels the smart of love,

‘Times 1caden hours to sweet possession jnove.

Mr. Goupsmip yet felt the effects of
his former mistress’ power over his mind.
Though he called reason to his aid, busy
remembrance recalled his former tender-
ncss and affection, for it 1s observed that
absence, 1if not of a considerable length,
rather encrcases than diminishes love, like
the little quarrels of lovers, which are the
happicst things to make up, and often

ccment the unlon of minds stronger than
ever.

I only mention this to shew, that Mr.
Govpsmip was truly smitten i affection
for the Lady he had becn obliged to
{eave behind, by the prudential arrange-
ment of his friends at home, and that if
she had not been disposed of in marriage,
no other remonstrance would have pre-

vented
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vented him from sceing her again, and
entering into a more indissoluble union
than Jewish principles could allow.

A finc scenc opens to my view here,
if I was inclined to wander in the regions
of Romance and Novel making; but as
I am on serious truths, I shall only say,
that he received this intelligence with the
calmness of a Philosophery and prepared
his mind to obey 1t with the promptitude
of a Merchant in dispatching an order,
Miss Saronmon was not unknown to him
before his :departure, but he could not
bring his mind casily to settle on an

affair of such importance so far from
home:

It is difhcult to describe Mr. Gorp-
smip’s feclings at this period,  His heart,
as may casily be imagined, yet inclined
to his frst love, while honor and duty
called it another way. Howcver, he
sacrificed the first to the latter, with what
resolution he could, for love 1s an
ingenious casuist, that gives up the point
but with the greatest reluctance,

Every thing being settled for his return
home, they both came over in the packet,

bringing ~their  orthodor Cook, Mr,
Hyman over with. them, thereby ac-

C 2 knowlcdging
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knowledging his services to the last, ~Oh
their arrival they hired Post Chaises, and

soon found themselves safc in Leman
strect.

Mr. Joacnaw’s family arnived in Lon-
don soon after his return with Mr.
Govrpsmip; and here I must take my
lcave ol him, as the remainder of his
history would be decmed irrelevant to
what I have to relatec of Mr. Goupsap ;
otherwise, it would make two or three
volumesof adventures,as well checquered
with light and shade as any history that
ever was recad. His person was hand.
some, his learning extensive, his address
polite, and his manners engaging ; quali-
fications that aid any traveller on his
journey through life; but alas! he is no
inore ! his death was unexpected, and he
left his family to regret his sudden
retircment to that ¢ Bourne from whence
no traveller cver returns.”

It cannot be expected, I think, that,
after all that has been said concerning
ihc power of love and 1its beneficent, as
well as fatal effects since 1ts Omnipotence
has been felty that T can advance any
thing new upon so popular a subject,
but new characters may be every day |
brought forward to confirm what has

been
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been written before on  this prolific
passiol,

Mr. IseaeL LEVIN SaLoMON, a worthy
and wecalthy East India Merchant, a
Native of Holland, had after an un-
remitted attention to trade for the space
of 40 ycars acquired a grcat fortune.
He lived in a commodious large house at
Clapton, known by the namc of the
White Housce, and there with a large
family well brought up, and some near
of ape, enjoyed himsell in rural tran-
quithity and the prospect of ariving, when
called for 1n a better world, His eldest
daughter was a very attractive and inter-
esun& young Lady, and reputed the
richest marriageable [ewess in England.
Her filial affccuon smoothed the anx1cnes
of her father and mothers life, and her
attention to her brother and sisters was
too remarkable to pass unnoticed by the
friends who visited their house.

But, buried in obscurity with them,
her recnown was confined to those few
visitors and the neighbouring Gentry
round the place. She might be said to
be a flower that bloomed unseen, and not
thought worth gathering betore her fall.
Now, her father wishing to see her
agreeably settled before his death, felt it

D 3 3
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a sort of duty toscek her an advantagcous
connection 1n his own community, and
for that purpose happening to it with
Mr. Aarox Gorpsyip at a Coftec House,
they knocked their heads together about
a reciprocal union that might be effected
between their familics, in the persons ot
Miss Jesse and Mr. Bexjamin.  After
having discussed a varicty of points on
this head, they remained stronglv con-
vinced that no fathers in their circum-
stances could provide better matches for
their children, and discharge their duties
at the same time,

Miss Jesse, 1n the highest bloom of
youth, was thought handsome cnough to
sive her parents some alarm on the score
of the symmetry ol her person and her
other accomplishments, for her education
was superior to what is usually bestowed
on the fair sex, and her understanding
cxceeded that of any of the family. In
short, shc might be said to possess

superior advantages to the Ladies of her
time.

Mr. Benjaviny Gorpsmip had been
often at the housc wherec he was well
known to her, and sctting aside all
flattering considerations, was somewhat
in favour with Miss, though I must own

[
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I .never heard that he had ever promised
himself any advantage over the Lady’s
polite regard for him, but as a visitor to
her father and the family.

No greater arguments of her prudence
can be adduced, than that if her admirers
were few, her ambition was not great,
and she had rather wait the commands of
her parents than choose for herself, yet
several young sparks had prolessed such
a regard for her charms, that they studied.
to make themsclves agrecable to her,
regardless of the necessity of taking the
regular steps by advances to her father,
which was the most proper way to succeced
in this well ordered family,

Things were 1n this situation just as
Mr. Gowrpsyip arrived in town, but a
slight illness, which succeeded his arrival
prevented his paying his devoirs as soon
as hc¢ would have wished., However, at
the first interview she beheld him with
equal cves.  The sccond meeting ex-
plained a grcat deal, and she could not
then view him with indifference. A few
morc mterviews made him a distinguished
object in her sight; she began to talk of
a settlement, professed that she felt for
him more than a common regard, and
alterward more than she could cxpresis.

The
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These transactions  passcd about ¢
twelve month alter s return from the
Lontinent, but the conclusion of e
iortunate fanuly-compact was mterrupted!
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By the sudden death of Mr. Aasrow
Gounsarp, the father of the House of
Goupsyiap and Co.  This happened ace
cording to the inscriptien on his monus
ment stone, 1n 1731.

This Gentlieman’s death occasioned
some delay of the Nuptials, but they at
rast took place in the usual form at the
Vhite House, at Clapton. The Wedding
was nearly a private one, only about
forty people attended, and the orthodor
Cook dressed  the dmm,r to the satlss
raction of all the guests’ appetite,

A mysterious circumstance occurred
about the time of old Mr. Gm:gmm‘t-
dcath, that occasioned much talk among
our people theny, and I think 15 not vet
forgotten by many. A little before the
above eveni, died a Cabalisucal Doctor
of ours, named Di Farx., a man of
unmversal  acquaintance, bnmu]ar IMan-«
ners, and wonderful talents, Lhu seemed
b()rdunm on the :,llpernatm*‘ agency of
spiriiaal life. Fe had made his W 111, and
:appointcd Mr. Aanox Goupsyiip one of
his cxccutors, and Mr. De Svuous the
other.  Among other 1tems, Le lelt a
naciket of papers carcfully scaled, in the
carcof the Arst Gentleman, to be securely
reasured up, but never opencd, nor

looked
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looked into on the severest injunctior
as such an attempt to discover their
contents would be peremptorily attended
with fatal consequences to the person
who opened 1t; but on the contrary, i
carefully preserved, himself and family
would be highly prosperous 1n all their
undertakings. I know this doctrine is
very unphilosophical in the present
century, but I fecl myself inclined to
detail the public report on this head,
rather than incur the blame ol omission
by our people, who at that umc looked
on these parcels as the paladiums of the
family.,

This Divine, for so he may be con-
sidered, kept a private Synagogue in his
house in Wellclose Sguare, and exercised
his benevolence in the most suprising
ways, an instance of which I am about
velating. Curiosity, the most impulsive
power over the human mind, acted over
Mr. Govrpsmip’s resolution to keep this
secret depot 1nviolably closed, till at last
he vielded to the silly desire of investi-
gating the contents of one packet; when
astonishing to relate, his death ensued
the same day, and threw the family into
the greatest consternation. When the
fatal paper was found, it was covered

with
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with Cabalistical figures and Hierogly-
phics. B .

Upon this the remainder of the-papers
were secured by some of the family, aho
have placed them in a private corner,
where they are not likely to be disturbed.
Many besides this family believe in such
magical sccrets, and the supernatural
preparations of the adepts in the ancient
Cabala of the Egypuans; a few instances
of which I shall beg lcave to msert, as
they fall from living and creditable report,

who do not study to deceive others no
morc than themselves,

Mr. Dt Farx at Mr. Goupsmip’s table
onc day was invited to call on-a Gentle-
man, who resided 1n the Chapter House,
i St. Paul’'s Church Yard, and have
some conversation with him in a friendly
way on some curious subject. ¢ But
when 2" savs the Gentleman, ¢ will you
come,” upon which he pulled out a sinall
piece of wax candle from ‘his pocket,
and giving it to him, said, * Light this
up Sir, when you' get home, and I shall
be with you as soon as it goes out,”

The next Morning the Gentleman
hastened to try the experiment, he lighted
up his room with this bit of candle,
| which
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which scemed: to possess the wvirtue ofthe
ancient Sepulchral lamps, that were found
burning after being buried many centus-
ries; for he watched it all day and at
night did net find it in the least lessened
from what it appeared to bc when he
first took at, He then removed 1t to a
closet where it might be out of the way.
‘QObserving it now and then, expecting

its going out, and Mr. De TFark to
arrive that minute.
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Upwards of three weeks clapsed, and
the inch of candle was still burning in
the morning of the .day that De Fairx
«called in the.eveningin a hackney coach,
and surprised the Gentleman, who had
given.over all hopes .of seeing him soon,
as the candle shewed no signs of dimi.
nution, but kept burning as bnghtly as
at first.

As soon as mutual civilities were over,
the Gentleman went up stairs to look at
his candle in the closet, and to his utter
surprise found it gone, as well as the
stick it stood ine. 'When he returned to
Mr. De Fauk, he expressed his astonish-
ment at this occurrence, and inquired if
the agent that removed it would return
the candlestick, * O yes,” replied D«
FaLk, ¢ you have it now 1n the kitchen

below.”
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below.” It was souglit after and found

. as related under the drésser.

. The quantity of money this Gent]eman
- was posscssed of at times was surprising,
and yet on other occasions hé was so

: necessitous, as to be obliged to pawn
. his plate.  When this was the cdsc, Mr.
Bmymm Buxn's Shop in Houndsditch
:was constantly resorted to; but it some-

;,_;umcs happened that the articles found
 their ways back to the owner, before the
. premium and interest was paid, as In the

following instance, whicly is well remem-
bcred

Having lclt a considerable quantity of
-plate with this convenient neighbour, he
icalled sometime after with the duplicate
‘and the money exactly reckoned, and
sputung it on the counter, told them to
isave themselves the trouble of going tip
stairs,- as he had received the plateé back
and t'hLy had 1t not then i their poss-
ession.”  This they found to be the
truth} and nothing elsc of other people’s
dcranbcd by the transposmon.

Once on a time as a fire in Duké's
Place was fiercely ravaging, and the
‘Synagoguc was considered in very gteat
danﬂm of being burnt, He came on

E being



