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WELCOME PARENTS, SIBLINGS & RELATIVES!
“Here’s to memorable times during Family Week.”

 Celebrate the occasion by joining us for the nest prime steak and
 100 wines by the glass in an atmosphere that’s gracious and lively.

FOOTBALL: Take the Hustler’s insert to show your spirit on game day. SEE PAGES 6 AND 7

LETTER: Guns in the hands of students? Not such a bright idea, editor.  SEE PAGE 8
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SPORTS: Friday Conversation with Vijay Paul discusses mixed doubles and his greatest tennis match. SEE PAGE 12

LOCATION
The Commons Center, 18th Avenue South and Horton Avenue
Cameras will face south toward Stambaugh House from the lawn 
in front of the Commons Center.

BROADCAST SCHEDULE: 
Friday:

6 – 10 a.m.: 104.5 The Zone broadcasts live from Sarratt
Student Center

3:30 – 3:50 p.m.: College Football Live with Lee Corso, Kirk 
Herbstreit, Desmond Howard and Chris Fowler will air on ESPN 
at the Commons Center patio. The public is invited to attend.  

Saturday:
8 – 9 a.m.: Live segments of ESPN’s College Gameday for 
SportsCenter. Gates will open at 7 a.m.; again, the public is 
invited to attend.

9 – 11 a.m.: Live broadcast of College GameDay.

Chick-� l-A will be providing free sandwiches for students during
Saturday’s live broadcast of College GameDay.

Vanderbilt athletics o�  cials will be distributing Vanderbilt T-shirts for 
students on Friday and Saturday during ESPN’s broadcast times.

‘College GameDay’ arrives

ERIC GLASSER / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Security Guards and Police helping to set up ESPN GameDay on the Commons lower quad on Thursday Oct. 2, 2008.

The biggest
football game in
university history 
will bring an
unprecedented 
level of national 
interest to
campus when ESPN’s
“College GameDay” 
broadcasts live 
from The Commons 
this weekend.

In a sea of black and gold, 
Commodore supporters at this 
Saturday’s home game against 
Auburn might see another 
color in the stands: pink. 

On Saturday, Oct. 4, Alpha 
Kappa Alpha and Sigma 
Lambda Gamma sororities 
will attempt to “Pink Out” the 
stadium to fundraise for the 
Susan G. Komen Foundation 
and Breast Cancer Awareness 
month.

“(The) aim is to address the 
many health issues and crises 
that face our community, 
especially minorities,” said 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 
Inc. member junior Sherie 
Byrd. “I think that people, once 
they see what it is and why 
we’re doing it, will be willing to 
participate.”

“Pink Out” T-shirts have 
been sold on the Wall this week 
and are available for purchase 
on Saturday at the tailgate. The 
shirts are to be worn during 
the game to show support for 
breast cancer research and 
awareness. All proceeds will be 
donated to the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation. 

Both sororities wanted to 
collaborate on the event, which 
is taking place during Breast 
Cancer Awareness month, 
because of a shared history in 
advocating for the cause.

Sigma Lambda Gamma’s 
philanthropy is breast cancer 
awareness and the Alpha Kappa 
Alphas have worked on projects 
with the Susan G. Komen 

Foundation, an 
organization 
that supports 
breast cancer 
research.

The two 
organizations 
hope Family 
Weekend will 
enable them 
to recruit a large 
group of participants. 
Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority Inc. member junior 
TaCara Harris said she wanted 
students and their families to 
get involved. 

“We want everyone to be 
aware of the issues of breast 
cancer,” said Harris. 

Sigma Lambda Gamma, a 
new multicultural colony on 
campus, hopes to improve 
its recognition on campus by 
working with an established 
sorority like Alpha Kappa 
Alpha for what it feels is an 
important fundraiser. 

“By doing events like this 
that really try to get the 
whole Vanderbilt community 
involved, (it) lets people see 
our name,” said sophomore 
Mia Crusto, coordinator and 
social chair of Sigma Lambda 
Gamma. ■

GREEK SCENE

‘Pink Out’ 
aims to raise 
money for 
breast cancer 
research

by DANA KELLEY
News Contributor

In 2007, Vanderbilt consumed over 
363,000 megawatt-hours of electricity, 
the same amount of electricity 
consumed by the almost 23,500 homes 
in the Nashville area last year.

Starting Monday, Oct. 6, each house 
in the Commons will be participating 
in a House Energy Competition that 
might serve to reduce this energy 
consumption.

� e competition, sponsored by 

Students Promoting Environmental 
Awareness and Responsibility, is set 
to last for the entire month, ending 
on Nov. 3. � e winning house will be 
determined by the greatest percent 
reduction in kilowatt use per square 
foot from last month. � e prize is a pizza 
party with masseuses from the Wellness 
Resource Center. 

According to SustainVU’s website, 
� e Commons Center is a gold-certi� ed 
LEED building, meaning that it is 28 
percent more energy e�  cient than 
other buildings of its type. Exemplifying 

the recent changes on campus 
regarding sustainability, the Commons 
houses provide a great site to host this 
competition. 

SPEAR’s mission is to promote more 
environmentally sustainable practices 
and infrastructure on campus and in the 
greater Nashville community, and its goal 
is that the House Energy Competition will 
both raise awareness and establish new 
habits among the � rst-year students. � e 
group hopes all Vanderbilt students will 
become conscious of their individual 
impact on the environment; however, 

they realize this will take time and e� ort 
on their part.

“It takes two weeks for habits to form. 
We’re hoping that in the course of a 
month, students will form sustainable 
habits that will stick for the rest of the 
year,” said Vice President of SPEAR 
sophomore Leslie Labruto.

Some of the new habits Labruto 
mentioned were turning o�  lights when 
leaving a room, including bathrooms 
and common areas, using only cold 
water for laundry, taking shorter 
showers and controlling thermostats. 

“� is is the � rst year students can 
control the thermostats, so that’s a huge 
way to save energy. Just lower it a couple 
of degrees,” Labruto said.

More “greener living tips” will be 
provided by SustainVU each week 
of the competition on its website, 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/sustainvu. 
Vanderbilt’s � ink One energy 
conservation campaign will be working 
in conjunction with SPEAR on this 
competition. � ink One can be found at 
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/sustainvu/
thinkone/index.php. ■

C AMPUS LIVING

First-years compete for a greener Vanderbilt
by ETHEL MICKEY

News Contributor

BEAT
AUBURN

GO DORES!

Bring this sign to ESPN GameDay and the game!

Bring this sign to ESPN GameDay and the game!
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per of Vanderbilt University, is pub-
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year except for  during exam peri-
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printed during summer break.
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Directions from Vandy:
Travel heading toward downtown, 
go to 19th Avenue and take a left, 
take a right on Hayes Street 
and Mambu is on the left 
between 18th and 19th Avenue.
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Dine from a unique, eclectic and diverse menu 
of dishes from around the world

Citrus flavored Duck over Fresh Vegetable Risotto
Oven Roasted Salmon in a Provencal Vinaigrette

Moroccan lamb shank
Brazilian style Paella in spicy tomato broth

Colleges scramble as investment fund 
freezes
NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP)—An investment fund that serves about 
1,000 colleges and private schools partially froze withdrawals 
this week amid the credit crunch, forcing colleges to develop 
new plans to pay bills.

Wachovia Bank, trustee for the $9.3 billion Short Term Fund 
off ered by Commonfund, said Monday it was terminating 
the fund and establishing a process to ensure the orderly 
liquidation and distribution of the fund’s assets. Wachovia 
initially told investors Monday that they could only withdraw 
10 percent of their money, but that fi gure was increased to 34 
percent by Wednesday and 37 percent by Thursday.

About 200 colleges and universities have about $1 billion in 
the intermediate fund, which is used for long-term needs, such 
as equipment plant purchases, he said.

Partially freezing the Short Term Fund as offi  cials prepare for 
liquidation prevents a run on money and protects investors, 
said Laura Fay, a Wachovia spokeswoman.

The fund provides returns slightly above U.S. Treasury bills. 
About 85 percent of the fund was invested in high-quality 
commercial paper from blue chip companies, while the rest is 
in securities backed by mortgages and other assets, Luke said.

Amid the housing industry slump and turmoil aff ecting 
banks and credit markets, such investments have become 
increasingly unpopular as investors seek safer options like 
Treasury bills.

Bailout hopes rise as more ‘no’ votes 
switch
WASHINGTON (AP)—Desperate to avoid another market-crushing 
defeat, House leaders won key converts Thursday to the $700 
billion fi nancial industry bailout on the eve of a make-or-break 
second vote.

President Bush and congressional leaders lobbied furiously 
for the dozen or so supporters they’d need to reverse Monday’s 
stunning setback and approve a massive rescue plan designed 
to stave off  national economic disaster.

Anything but reassured, investors sent the Dow Jones 
industrials plunging another 348 points, suggesting Wall Street 
is expecting tougher economic times even if the measure 
is rushed into law. The Federal Reserve reported record 
emergency lending to banks and investment fi rms, fresh 
evidence of the credit troubles squeezing the country.

The top Republican vote-counter, Rep. Roy Blunt of Missouri, 
did predict the measure would be approved.

Minds were changing in both parties in favor of the much-
maligned measure, which would let the government spend 
billions of dollars to buy bad mortgage-related securities and 
other devalued assets from troubled fi nancial institutions. If 
the plan works, advocates say, that would allow frozen credit to 
begin fl owing again and prevent a serious recession.

The Senate breathed new life into the measure Wednesday 
after the stinging House defeat, voting 74-25 to approve 
the bailout, with additions designed to appeal to key 
constituencies. Business lobbyists were also inundating Capitol 
Hill in a rush to win over wavering lawmakers in both parties.

Suicide attackers strike Shiite 
mosques, kill 24
BAGHDAD (AP)—Suicide bombers struck two Shiite mosques 
in Baghdad on Thursday, killing at least 24 people and 
wounding dozens during celebrations marking the end of the 
Islamic holy month of Ramadan.

To the north, suspected Shiite militiamen gunned down six 
members of a Sunni family, including women and children, 
police reported.

Those attacks occurred four days after a series of explosions 
killed 32 people and wounded nearly 100 in Shiite areas 
of Baghdad, raising fears that al-Qaida in Iraq is trying to 
provoke Sunni-Shiite reprisal killings now that the last of the 
American “surge” troops have left the country.

In the deadliest attack, a suicide car bomber detonated his 
explosives about 20 yards from a mosque in Zafaraniyah in 
southeastern Baghdad. The blast killed 14 people, including 
three Iraqi soldiers, and wounded 28, police said.

The death toll would likelier have been higher, but Iraqi 
soldiers prevented the attacker from driving closer to the 
mosque, police said.

In the other attack in the capital, a suicide bomber who 
appeared to be in his late teens detonated his explosive 
belt as worshippers were leaving the Rasoul mosque in the 
eastern New Baghdad district.

Ten people died and 24 were wounded, police and offi  cials 
at al-Kindi and Ibn al-Nasif hospitals said. The dead included 
a guard who blocked the attacker from entering the mosque, 
police said.

The Iraqi army said 17 people were killed in the two blasts. 
But area hospitals said that fi gure did not include victims 
who died later from their wounds.

Somali pirates stick to $20 million 
ransom demand
MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP)—A Somali pirate spokesman says his 
group will not release a hijacked Ukrainian cargo ship loaded 
with arms for less than $20 million.

Sugule Ali told the Associated Press on Thursday the pirates 
would “never” reduce the ransom of the Ukrainian freighter 
loaded with 33 Soviet-designed tanks and other weapons. 
The MV Faina was seized last Thursday and is now anchored 
off  the coast of central Somalia.

The pirates have been negotiating with the ship’s owners. 
There are 20 crew aboard the ship.

Ali warned that any attempt at deception or commando 
raids on the ship would be met with repercussions.

BRETT KAMINSKY / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Sophomores Pete Wild, Anson Wilks, Mike Ra�  nelo and Spencer Summers of Pi Kappa Alpha perform at Pi Phi’s island-themed bene� t 
on Thursday afternoon.

PI PHI IN PARADISE

compiled by EVE ATTERMANN

Who’s more blue collar? Marvel at the populism! Thrill at the invocation 
of soccer games and Scranton! Don’t play drinking games involving either 
“regulation”! LET’S RUMBLE.

The fi nancial situation and tax rates is on like Donkey Kong. Joe Biden 
would like to police the CEOs of Wall Street: “People could make money off  of 
this”? Because, lord, how terrible it would be were anyone to make money in 
corporate America.

While I don’t agree with Palin on the increased regulation, populist hoo ha, 
this is the politically smart route to win people over, especially when Biden 
continues to go too heavy with the numbers…

For more blog entries, go to InsideVandy.com

Debate Part I: Can I Call You Joe? MIDDLE CLASS WARS
Submitted by Katherine Miller on 10-02-08, 8:54 p.m.

TODAY

HIGH 76, LOW 45
Sunny

SATURDAY

HIGH 79, LOW 52
Partly cloudy
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FOR CURRENT PRICING & AVAILABILITY VISIT WWW.THEADELICIA.COM | THE ADELICIA IS LOCATED IN MIDTOWN AT 900 20TH AVE. S.

I M M E D I AT E  OW N E R S H I P  O P P O RT U N I T I E S  A R E  L I M I T E D  A N D  N OW  AVA I L A B L E  F RO M  U P P E R  $ 2 0 0 K  TO  $ 2 , 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 .

ALENE GNYP
615.748.4511

615.250.7880

DEVELOPED BY:

W E L C O M E  TO  T H E  U LT I M AT E  U R B A N  L I F E S T Y L E
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PUMA   |   ADIDAS   |   STEVE MADDEN   |   SKECHERS   |   ROCKET DOG

MUDD   |   COLUMBIA   |   SPERRY   |   GUESS   |   NINE WEST   |   BEARPAW

SHOPPING 101… 
TODAY’S FASHION AT DISCOUNT PRICES
LESSON 1: RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF WITH YOUR STUDENT ID

www.offbroadwayshoes.com

Downtown 615.254.6242  |  Opry Mills 615.514.0290  |  Cool Springs 615.309.8939  |  The Avenue at Murfreesboro 615.494.5048 

HAVE YOU BEEN VACCINATED
AGAINST HEPATITIS B?

Healthcare Workers, Medical Students, Teachers, etc.
Your antibodies are in urgent Demand!

If you have had the 3-shot series for Hepatitis B six 
months ago or longer, you can help others who have 

come in contact with Hepatitis B.

Earn up to $450 per month for your donation.

Call or email today for more information:
Southern Blood Services, Inc.

Tel: 615-342-0180
Email: info@southernbloodservices.com 

Vanderbilt MultiSpecialty Dental Center

When it comes to maintaining 
the balance between research 
and teaching, faculty members 
at Vanderbilt sometimes 
struggle to perform both at the 
high level that is required of 
them.

“(Research and teaching) 
are both very time consuming. 
I do think it is a challenge, but 

we have a great faculty that is 
capable of doing this,” said the 
Interim Dean of the College of 
Arts and Science Carolyn Dever. 
“When faculty members are 
evaluated for promotions there 
are three criteria: teaching 
excellence, research excellence 
and service to the Vanderbilt 
community, and the � rst two 
are the most important of the 
three.”

� e demand for research 

varies within each department. 
While humanities departments 
require the publishing of 
books and articles, faculty in 
the sciences usually focus on 
journal articles.

“We expect that engineering 
faculty will be engaged in 
research that will be in� uential, 
published and externally 
supported,” said Dean of the 
School of Engineering Kenneth 
F. Galloway. “We measure this 

by the number of publications, 
the impact of the work, the 
external � nancial support, the 
success of students mentored 
and the written opinion of 
experts in the faculty member’s 
area of expertise.”

Sometimes the pressure of 
publishing to obtain tenure can 
interfere with the time devoted 
to teaching, according to some 
professors. Since at Vanderbilt 
teaching and research are 

equally valued, faculty members 
have to manage to excel in both 
of them.

“Teaching is highly valued. 
� rough the years, I have seen 
faculty members that have 
strong records of scholarship 
but they haven’t attained 
tenure because their teaching is 
lacking,” said James H. Hogge, 
associate dean of Peabody. 

� e pressure of publishing 
also comes from the fact that a 

large number of well-published 
faculty means the prestige of 
the school improves.

“Research is an important step 
not only for the faculty member, 
but also for the institution. � is 
is one of those instances where 
the member and the institution 
merge and this is better for the 
students too because then the 
school’s reputation where they 
are attending will be better,” 
Hogge said. ■

“We’re starting with the 
foundation and ending with 
a house,” said Chairman of 
Alpha Week senior Ivie Baker 
about the meaning of this 
year’s Alpha Week, entitled 
“Alpha Depot. ” 

“Alpha Depot”, a week of 
programming hosted by Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. from 
Oct. 5-11, is meant to build 
upon the emotional, political 
and spiritual foundations of the 
student body. 

� e events for the week range 
from building an actual house 
with Habitat for Humanity to a 
basketball tournament against 
Interfraternity Council fraternity 
members. 

“We really just wanted to do 
something that had a positive 
message in terms of building the 
community,” Baker said.

On Sunday, Oct. 5 at 7 p.m. 
in the Bishop Joseph Johnson 
Black Cultural Center, sex, drugs 
and alcohol will be discussed 
through the perspective of 
Christianity and Islam. 

President Matt Charles, a 
senior, presented the idea for 
this discussion due to the lack 
of programming on these issues 
that are so prevalent in most 
social college settings. 

� e creation and history of 
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity was 
based on religious doctrine, 
which is why Charles wanted 
to incorporate religion into the 
week’s programming. 

“We’re getting panelists to 
talk about how their religion 
addresses these issues in 
modern not antiquated times,” 
said Charles. � e panelists for 
this discussion will include 
both students and religious 
leaders from the Vanderbilt 
community. 

“It’s aimed towards 
practitioners of these religions 
but also to anyone who is 
interested in these issues from 
the religious perspective. 
Our overall goal is (to create) 
a religious awareness and 
perspective for these troubling 
issues.”

For a complete list of dates, 
times and locations for Alpha 
Week, go to InsideVandy.com ■

ALPHA WEEK SCHEDULE
Sunday, Oct. 5: Building Your 
Faith
Discussion about drugs and religion 
from the perspectives of Christianity 
and Islam
7 p.m. at  BCC

Monday, Oct. 6: Building 
Your Entourage
Rent an A Phi Brother for a day of 
service and a secret date
7 p.m. @ BCC

Tuesday, Oct. 7: Building 
Your Political Awareness
Debate watch
7 p.m. @ BCC

Wednesday, Oct. 8: Building 
Your Defense
Discussion of political and civil rights
7 p.m. @ BCC

Thursday, Oct. 9: Building 
Your Stroll
Party at Rivergate Skating Rink with 
Kappa Theta, AX and B.O.
9 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 10: Building Your 
Rep
Basketball Tournament at the Rec with 
NPHC & IFC
7 p.m. at Student Rec

Saturday, Oct. 11: Building 
Your Community
Habitat Build @ 7 a.m. 
Party at Club Nocturnal @ 9:30 p.m.

GREEK SCENE

by JANELLE STOKES
Greek Specialist

Alpha Week to build 
more than houses

ADMINISTRATION

Professors balance demands of teaching, research institution
by CHRYSTEL MARINCICH

News Contributor
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Drs Elam, Vaughan & Fleming
Your Dental Home Away From Home

www.DentistryofNashville.com
383-3690

24 Hr EMERGENCY VENEERS

SAME DAY TEETH
CLEANING APPTS

ZOOM TEETH
WHITENING

High Holidays 2008~5769

Wednesday, October 8
5pm - Pre Fast Dinner

6pm - Yom Kippur Services

Thursday, October 9
10am – 1pm – Services

2:30 – Religious Discussion (Hosted by Rabbi Josh @ Hillel)
4:30pm - Services

7:30pm - Break the Fast (at Hillel)

(Reform and Conservative Services and pre-fast dinner
will be held at the Student Life Center)

 Dinner October 8 $15 
!!BREAKING THE FAST DINNER IS FREE!! 

To reserve your meals, bring Holiday Form available at
www.Vanderbilt.edu/Hillel to the Schulman Center,
email hillel@vanderbilt.edu, or call (615) 322-8376

“A day like this only comes once a year”

Come in today to see the latest shipments .
HALLOWEEN • THANKSG IVING • CHR ISTMAS

10% off Christmas card orders before October 27.

a� things holida�

Dennis Hall, a professor 
of physics and electrical 
engineering, has been named 
the associate provost for 
research and dean of the 
Graduate School, according to 
the Vanderbilt News Service.

As dean, Hall will also serve 
as the chief academic officer of 
the Graduate School and chief 
research officer for activities 
involving faculty in the 

College of Arts and Science, 
the School of Engineering, 
the Divinity School, the Law 
School, the Blair School of 
Music, the Owen Graduate 
School of Management and 
Peabody College of Education 
and Human Development.

“Dennis Hall has been a 
great champion of graduate 
education,” said Richard 
McCarty, provost and vice 
chancellor of academic 
affairs. “In addition, he 
has developed innovative 

programs to support our 
graduate students and to 
enrich their educational and 
research opportunities.” 

Hall works closely with 
Vanderbilt University Medical 
Center overseeing a number 
of university-wide activities 
and interests. He also oversees 
the Jean and Alexander Heard 
Library system and Vanderbilt 
University Press and serves as 
a continuing member of the 
Promotion and Tenure Review 
Committee. ■

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—A 
teacher who disappeared after 
her then-husband killed her 
18-year-old lover is living in 
Texas with her sons and another 
teenage man, according 
to testimony at a hearing 
Wednesday on who should get 
custody of the boys.

Erin McLean was having an 
a� air with Sean Powell when 
her then-husband shot him 
in the head in 2007. She met 
Powell while student teaching 

at his high school.
McLean, who was 29 at the 

time, dropped out of sight 
when she left Knoxville with the 
couple’s two sons, 12-year-old 
Eric and 9-year-old Ian, soon 
after the shooting.

She was listed as a witness 
but didn’t testify when ex-
husband Eric McLean was tried 
on a � rst-degree murder charge 
last month. He testi� ed that he 
accidentally shot Powell while 
trying to get him to leave the 
couple’s home.

Jurors convicted him of 
reckless homicide after hearing 

evidence that Erin McLean had 
� aunted her a� air.

� e McLeans divorced in 
February, and Eric McLean, 
who is not in prison, was 
granted visitation with the 
boys. His sentencing is set for 
next month, but he’s unlikely to 
serve time.

His divorce attorney, Steve 
Sharp, told � e Knoxville News 
Sentinel that Eric McLean 
hasn’t seen his children since 
Erin McLean left. Sharp said he 
tracked them to Austin, Texas, 
where they were living with an 
18-year-old. ■

Associated Press

Vanderbilt News Service

Tenn. teacher in 
Texas after teen 
lover was slain

Hall named Dean 
of Graduate School

Students ring in the 
Jewish new year

Students celebrate Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish new year, over a delicious kosher meal in the 
Student Life Center on Wednesday.

JEREMY SANDLER / Vanderbilt Hillel
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OPINION POLIC Y

ADDITIONAL CONTAC TS

CORREC TION POLIC Y
Accuracy is our profession. As the “Voice of Vanderbilt,” we are committed 

to ensuring our work is fair and accurate. Errors of substance will be cor-
rected. With very rare exception, these corrections will be listed on Page 2.

Bring corrections to the Hustler offi  ce in Sarratt 130 or e-mail us at editor@
vanderbilthustler.com. You may also report them by telephone to the news line 
at (615) 322-2424.

The Vanderbilt Hustler opinion page aims to stimulate discussion in the 
Vanderbilt community. In that spirit, columnists, guest columnists and authors of 
letters to the editor are expected to provide logical argument to back their views. 
Unreasonable arguments, arguments in bad faith or arguments in vain between 
columnists have no place in the Hustler and will not be published. The Hustler 
welcomes reader viewpoints and off ers three methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on InsideVandy.com.

Letters must be submitted either in person by the author to the Hustler offi  ce 
or via e-mail to opinion.vanderbilt@gmail.com. Letters via e-mail must come from 

a Vanderbilt e-mail address where the identity of the sender is clear. With rare 
exception, all letters must be received by 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday or Sunday. 
The editor reserves the right to edit and condense submissions for length as well 
as clarity.

Lengthy letters that focus on an issue aff ecting students might be considered 
for a guest column at the editor’s discretion.

All submissions become the property of the Hustler and must conform to the 
legal standards of Vanderbilt Student Communications, of which the Hustler is a 
division.

OPINION
EDITORIAL

Your voice doesn’t stop here. 
The Vanderbilt Hustler encourages
its readers to voice their opinions on
legislative issues. The following  stu-
dents and legislators represent
the Vanderbilt community.

President Joseph Williams
Vanderbilt Student Government
5009 Station B
joseph.williams@vanderbilt.edu
Sarratt 355
(615) 322-8742

U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-4944
(615) 736-5129

U.S. Sen. Bob Corker
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3344
(615) 279-9488

Rep. Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Rep.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4311
(615) 736-5295

Rep. Brenda Gilmore
Tenn. District 54
P.O. Box 281934
Nashville, TN 37228
(615) 876-3665

Sen. Douglas Henry Jr.
Tenn. District 21
11 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0021
(615) 741-2380

Councilmember Keith Durbin
Metro District 18
1704 Sweetbriar Avenue
Nashville, TN 37212
(615) 673-4210
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Financial aid plan worksWhat to 
do for 
family 
weekend

Pay inequity 
still needs 
to be 
resolved

More guns, no solutions

J U S T I N  P O Y T H R E S S
Columnist

A I M E E  S O B H A N I
Columnist

The university has revealed a new financial aid 
system policy unlike any other in the country. 
By eliminating need-based loans and increasing 
institutional grants to students in order to meet 
need, Vanderbilt has ensured that any student 
admissible to the university is financially able 
to attend. 

It is, from all angles, nothing short of a 
masterpiece. � e new � nancial aid plan ensures 
that every student’s � nancial need will be met 
without the use of need-based loans. � is means 
scholarships, work-study earnings, federal grants 
and Vanderbilt’s own institutional grants will 
ful� ll the need as necessary.

What does this do for current Vanderbilt 
students? It means that beginning next fall (spring 
semester for graduating seniors) student need-
based loans from Vanderbilt are a thing of the 
past and the university itself will make up the cost. 
� e removal of this burden will provide students 
a chance to leave college with fewer loans to pay 
back upon entering the workforce.

What about the bene� ts for future students? � is 
new initiative broadens the pool for the potential 
Class of 2013 and thereafter. While lower- and 
middle-income students before have had to make 
the di�  cult decision of whether to take out need-
based loans in order to attend, this concern will 
be essentially non-existent. � is translates into 
more accessibility for those students who would 
otherwise choose to attend public schools with 
lower costs due to lower in-state tuition and state-
funded scholarships. 

What about the bene� ts for Vanderbilt as 
an institution? Ultimately, the university gains 
from this opening up of its doors. Because every 
student admitted will have the ability to attend, 
Vanderbilt will choose its freshman classes based 
on academic ability. None of the best students who 
wish to attend will be turned away for � nancial 
reasons, and as admission standards continue 

to increase, this will only result in increasingly 
better freshmen classes. � is, in turn, results in a 
more prestigious degree for Vanderbilt graduates 
of any year.

The university will promote this plan as a 
means for achieving racial, geographic and 
income level diversity. The plan, without a 
doubt, will reach these goals, as it will both 
provide access to groups that could not 
otherwise afford tuition, as well as begin to 
deconstruct stereotypes of Vanderbilt as an “all 
white, all Southern, all rich” university. 

� ese are, however, super� cial reasons to 
support the new plan. � e “no need-based loans” 
initiative is not an a�  rmative action plan, and 
all Vanderbilt students should hope it never 
becomes such. � e students of minority racial 
and geographic groups whose numbers will 
increase will be top students among other top 
students at Vanderbilt, not quota � llers. � is will 
both increase the prestige of the university as well 
as providing a quality and deserved education to 
those who need it most.

Does the plan have potential for problems in 
the decades to come? � ere are questions about 
how this approach to � nancial aid will a� ect 
how families perceive saving money for higher 
education. Will the incentive for middle-income 
families to save disappear in future generations, 
as the option of the university picking up the 
bill seems so readily available to lower-income 
families? In this worst of consequences, we may 
see some of these students in the next generation 
unable to pay for a Vanderbilt education.

� ese issues notwithstanding, students, families, 
faculty and administrators should all praise 
Chancellor Nick Zeppos and Provost Richard 
McCarty for their leadership on this initiative to 
improve the � nancial situations of current and 
future students. Our university and our degrees 
will be better o�  for their e� orts.

Family weekend isn’t just for freshmen 
anymore. Oh no, quite the contrary. Students 
of all years have gained wisdom enough to 
know that if your parents insist on visiting 
you, the best time to have them over is when 
everybody else is trying to put on a good 
front for their parents. This even includes, 
of course, the school administration. The 
order, the friendliness, the cleanliness, 
the service, even the quality of food has a 
remarkable boost for the span of these three 
days. Plus, you don’t want to be one of those 
reject students who has to bum around with 
his friends’ families while trying to come up 
with excuses for why your parents really do 
love you, like: “They’re really busy” or “The 
president asked them to fix Wall Street.” 

During this time, you can also count on 
all of your classmates to be on their best 
behavior. The whole scenario can be likened 
to Communist China scrambling to cover 
up their slums and discarded female babies 
and showcase their artistic cultural dances 
for some high-powered Western investors. 
Except here, the slums are cases of Natty Light 
and those less than classy shots of you in your 
picture collage and the cultural dances being 
watching our undefeated football team or 
walking anywhere near the Commons. This 
brings us to preparations. 

Now you have to decide where you want 
to target your parents’ money and come 
up with activities that will prevent them 
from long periods of awkwardly hovering 
around your room. One important note is if 
you have a car on campus, make sure your 
parents drive down so they can experience 
firsthand the appalling horrors of Vanderbilt 
parking that might persuade them to buy you 
a higher grade permit. Another safe bet is to 
take your parents shopping. After spending 
even a couple minutes on the Vanderbilt 
campus, they will see how desperately you 
need those new Uggs, Crocs, tights, large 
amusement park sunglasses and multiple 
sets of pearl necklaces. After this, ring up 
all of your friends and maybe some casual 
acquaintances to whom you owe money, 
and take them out to a superb restaurant not 
on the card. Repeat this process for as many 
meals as you can. 

What about activities besides the tour of 
your classroom buildings? The football game 
will be a solid time chunk, but I’ve always 
been surprised at the number of parents who 
refuse to let go of their youth with dignity 
and stringently believe they can be that “cool 
parent” hanging out and drinking. Each year 
I am shocked at how many of these parents 
come to Vanderbilt, thinking everyone will 
respect them and their child for being over 
50 and still knowing how to party, rock out 
and be hip with it.

What can you do here if you’re the 
recipient? Well, it depends on the degree of 
their partying. If they like to have a few beers 
and mingle with the other immature parents, 
then I suggest you just bite the bullet and 
earn your tuition fees in silent humiliation. 
If, on the other hand, you know one or both 
of them is liable to pass out in someone else’s 
house or try to purchase drugs, you might 
want to encourage a trip downtown.

 —Justin Poythress is a senior in the College 
of Arts and Science. He can be reached at 
j.poythress@vanderbilt.edu. 

To the Editor:

Wednesday’s editorial “Vandy students need 
guns” represents a new low in Hustler editorial 
content in the few years I’ve been here. I imagine 
some Vanderbilt veterans have rarely seen worse 
in careers much longer than mine.

I was a tour guide during my undergraduate 
years here, and the tours I led after the Virginia 
Tech tragedy certainly saw an increase in safety-
related questions from prospective students 
and their parents. I confess that my thorough 
descriptions of Vandy Vans, walking escorts and 
AlertVU to these visitors likely failed to be the 
reactionary heroism we so often crave when faced 
with tragedy. But there is not an ounce of me 
that would rather have told these students and 

parents that our response had been to seek eased 
restrictions on gun availability for members of the 
Vanderbilt community.

We are students on a campus where shots 
were � red in a residence hall three years ago. Our 
nation and world are still reeling, a year and a 
half later, from the unbelievable events at Virginia 
Tech. In the wake of these tragedies (and others 
like them), I am astounded and confused by the 
belief that guns are, in fact, part of the solution. 
� at bright students at a leading university would 
publish an editorial a�  rming this belief is equally 
perplexing.

Stuart Hill
Peabody College, 
Masters Candidate in Music Education

“Why is there only one front-loading washer in my laundry room? Is 
this some kind of joke?”

“Why is my ashtray filled with newspapers and bottles? These are 
not garbage cans; they’re the size of cereal bowls.”

“Where’s the crime log? Aside from Sudoku, this is probably the 
shining star in the Hustler. I know many other people who miss 
these weekly updates, and when you’re not afraid to put the 
faces of 40 some odd Sigma Chi’s on the front cover, why can’t 
you announce the smaller and usually funnier crimes on campus? 
Please, bring it back! I am not alone in my feelings and I think it 
would really brighten a lot of people’s day to see others’ misfortune 
back in our favorite semi-daily school newspaper.”

“Food should not be welcome in the classroom. It’s both distracting 
and unattractive.”

“If Vandy students carried guns we’d be less safe. We’d shoot each 
other, not the bad guys.”

What is on your mind?  The Rant is 
your place to anonymously sound o�  
on any issue you want.  Send in your 
rants  with the subject “Rant” to:
opinion@vanderbilthustler.com 

Compiled by Thomas Shattuck

On the surface, women seem to be doing 
pretty well in the United States. Hillary Clinton 
almost won the presidential nomination, and 
Sarah Palin could become the � rst female vice-
president. Despite the advances women have 
made in the political arena, inequality between 
the sexes still exists in terms of equal pay for 
equal work.  

Many people might be surprised to learn that 
pay inequity still exists in the U.S. According to 
the National Committee on Pay Equity, for the 
same work, women only make 77.8 percent of 
what men make. In terms of actual earnings, 
men make an average of $45,113 while women 
earn $35,102 — a di� erence of $10,000. 

� e above statistics hold true for all women, 
regardless of their backgrounds. Pay inequity 
actually increases as a woman’s level of 
education increases. Within a lifetime, women 
with high school diplomas will earn $700,000 
less than men, while those with college degrees 
will make $1.2 million less than their male 
counterparts. � is number jumps to $2 million 
if the woman is a professional school graduate.

� ese statistics represent a very slow closing 
of the gap between men’s and women’s wages. 
In 1963, when the Equal Pay Act became law, 
women could only expect to earn 59 percent of 
what men earned. In over 40 years, women’s 
pay has only increased by about 20 percent, 
which translates into about half a percent 
increase annually. � is is pathetic, especially 
considering the fact that the U.S. is one of the 
richest nations in the world. 

In addition to being (technically) against the 
law, pay inequity obviously a� ects women’s 
lives very negatively. � ough women make 
less money than men for the same work, they 
still have to pay the same prices for goods and 
services. Because of this sad truth, women, 
especially single mothers, are hit the hardest 
when the economy does poorly.

Also, pay inequity can put women’s futures 
in danger. As the National Organization 
for Women notes, pay inequity “penalizes 
(women’s) retirement security by creating gaps 
in social security and pensions.”

Workplaces have obviously dragged their 
feet in reversing discriminative practices, and 
the government hasn’t done much to speed up 
the process either. A recent study conducted by 
the General Accounting O�  ce at the request of 
three Democratic congressmen con� rms the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
and the Department of Labor’s O�  ce of Federal 
Contract Compliances, two federal agencies 
responsible for enforcing the Equal Pay Act, fail 
to ensure pay equity. While the agencies may 
take the initial steps to ensure equal pay, they 
fail to monitor progress in their investigations 
and do not fact-check the self-evaluating 
documents contractors provide them about 
salary policies. 

While the government may have provided the 
framework to ensure pay equity, if it does not 
enforce its own policies, then the framework 
is useless. Apparently, correcting pay inequity 
based on gender is not one of our nation’s top 
priorities, though it should be. It’s embarrassing 
the American government demands equal 
rights for women in other countries but fails to 
fully provide them to American women. 

� ere’s really no easy solution to the problem. 
It’s impossible to ensure that every employer in 
the country pays employees equally regardless 
of gender, and discriminative policies cannot 
change overnight. However, I think the 
government could make a little more e� ort to 
correct the problem of pay inequity.

—Aimee Sobhani is a sophomore in the College 
of Arts and Science.  She can be reached at 
aimee.f.sobhani@vanderbilt.edu.
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Valid at Nashville store only through Oct. 12, 2008. 

KOALA Week, September 28–October 3
Respect the Decision Week

Always an Option

Koala Week is all about respect-
ing someone’s decision to not drink. 
However, to respect someone’s deci-
sion you have to understand that not 
drinking is always an option. Com-
ing to a school like Vanderbilt where 
much of the party scene is influenced 
by where to get a drink, alternatives 
sometimes seem foreign. Especially if 
like me, you come here with no strict 
convictions one way or the other. 

In high school there was definitely a 
group of kids who drank, but I never 
felt like I had to make that decision. However, once I got to col-
lege I felt that everyone was drinking, the pressure seemed to be 
insurmountable. I did not even know what going out meant without 
someone drinking or getting drunk. Reflecting back on those times 
I have realized that one of the worse things is that much of the 
decision to drink was based on external circumstances and not on 
people’s conscious decisions to drink responsibly. 

Ultimately, the decision to not drink is extremely valid and to 
respect the decision requires a deeper understanding of the social 
implications of drinking.

—Courtney, Class of ‘10

Koala Week is sponsored by the Office of Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drug Prevention,
CHEERS, GAMMA and the Student Athletic Advisory Committee.

For more information contact the Office of Alcohol, Tobacco & Other Drug Prevention 
at 343-4740.
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Hustler and Versus can be
read online at InsideVandy.com

Click the gold Hustler/Versus button
at the bottom right of the home page

WHO SEES THIS AD?

11,500 STUDENTS 
and many faculty/staff, 

parents and alumni

10/1/08 SOLUTIONS

10/1/08 SOLUTIONS

SUDOKU: To solve, � ll in the 
blanks so the numbers 1-9 
appear just once in each 
horizontal row, vertical
column and 3x3 box.

CROSSWORD

ANTIOCH 
5325 Hickory 
Hollow Ln. 
615-731-1055
BRENTWOOD 
Maryland Farms 
615-832-2355

COLUMBIA 
375 S. James  
Campbell Blvd. 
931-381-0898
DICKSON  
100 Lowe’s Dr. 
615-446-2355
FRANKLIN 
420 Cool Springs Blvd. 
615-771-6448 

Cool Springs Galleria  
615-771-7971
GALLATIN 
1152 Nashville Pike 
615-452-7800
HENDERSONVILLE  
223 Indian Lake Blvd. 
615-822-1128 

LEBANON  
1424 W. Main St. 
615-443-2355
MADISON 
1915 Gallatin Pike 
615-859-2355
MT. JULIET 
401 S. Mt. Juliet Rd. 
615-773-1900

MURFREESBORO  
580 N. Thompson Ln. 
615-896-2355
NASHVILLE  
4044 Hillsboro Pike 
615-385-1910
SMYRNA 
480 Sam Ridley Pkwy. W. 
615-355-6560

THE VERIZON 
WIRELESS 
STORE  
INSIDE

BUSINESS 
CUSTOMERS  
PLEASE CALL  
1.800.VZW.4BIZ 
 (899.4249)NEW

NEW

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES 
Open Sundays. Technicians available at select locations.  

Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan® lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts).

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Rhapsody and the Rhapsody logo are registered 
trademarks of RealNetworks, Inc. Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Limited-time offers. While supplies last. Network details, coverage maps & V CAST Music w/Rhapsody subscription details at 
verizonwireless.com. © 2008 Verizon Wireless. RDUNI

Samsung Glyde™
THE BEST OF TOUCH  
AND QWERTY

$7999 
$129.99 2-yr. price – $50  
mail-in rebate debit card.  
With new 2-yr. activation on  
a Nationwide Calling Plan.

NEW  
Verizon Wireless Blitz™
SLIM SLIDER  
PACKED WITH FUN

$4999 
$99.99 2-yr. price – $50  
mail-in rebate debit card.  
With new 2-yr. activation.

LG Dare™
ALL TOUCH WITH  
INTEGRATED QWERTY

$19999 
$249.99 2-yr. price – $50  
mail-in rebate debit card.  
With new 2-yr. activation on  
a Nationwide Calling Plan.

Millions of songs. One little price. 
Introducing V CAST Music with Rhapsody,® a Verizon Wireless  
Exclusive. From top artists to hidden gems, get unlimited  
access to music for your phone and  
computer for one low monthly fee. $1499

monthly 
access

Switch to America’s Most Reliable Wireless Network.®

Rockin’ deals on the
latest music phones.
Plus, get a 10% student discount 
and a 19% faculty/sta� discount. 
On monthly access on calling plans $39.99 or higher.

Call 1.888.VZW.4BIZ (899.4249)   Click verizonwireless.com/getdiscount   Visit any store
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MOBILE USERS - FOR SHOWTIMES - TEXT CHOKE AND YOUR ZIP CODE TO 43 KIX (43549)

“A DIRTY-
MINDED

SATIRICAL-
PSYCHOTIC

COMEDY”
Owen Gleiberman

ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

Vanderbilt U. Hustler
2x7

CALL THEATRE FOR SHOWTIMES

EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS 
NOW PLAYING

CARMIKE
THOROUGHBRED 20
Franklin  778-0770

REGAL CINEMAS
GREEN HILLS 16
Nashville  1-800-555-TELL

REGAL CINEMAS
OPRY MILLS 20
Nashville  1-800-555-TELL
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VANDY'S HOT DOG HEADQUARTERS ✬
AUTHENTIC CHICAGO STYLE DOGS ✬
TURKEY AND VEGGIE DOGS ✬ POLISH
SAUSAGE AND BRATS ✬ $10 BUCKETS OF 
DOMESTIC BEER AFTER 7PM WITH STUDENT 
ID ✬ FREE WI-FI ✬ PATIO ✬ FLAT SCREENS

2127 Belcourt Ave
Sun-Thurs 11am–10 pm,
Fri and Sat until midnight
615-292-2204

Vanderbilt Hustler: You guys are coming off a pretty solid 
performance at the Southern Intercollegiates. Were you guys happy 
with the outcomes?

Vijay Paul: The first tournament of the year can sometimes be that 
one to knock the rust off and you gotta take what you can get. It’s 
a good tournament for match experience for the younger guys, 
and with some 30 teams there, they get to see a lot of different 
opponents. Our two freshmen got the first college match jitters 
out and got a couple W’s under their belt. I didn’t do as well as I 
had hoped, but I did get a chance to work on some things and 
get a little better, which, in perspective, is a good thing. All in all, 
it is a great tournament and it went pretty well.

VH: What has been the theme of practice so far this year?
VP: Our themes with coach (Ian Duvenhage) tend to carry over from 

year to year. We talk a lot about managing the mental aspect of 
tennis on and off the court. Though you have five teammates 
fighting around you in their individual matches at a given time, 
there comes a point when you are on your own out there and 
you need to be able to keep a clear mind, without judgment, in 
order to make sound decisions.

VH: Under coach Duvenhage, the team has improved each year. What 
are we expecting this year?

VP: The season is still a good deal away, but I think, collectively, 
we feel we need to take the next 

step to jump to the elite level. 
We don’t get bogged down 

in rankings too much, but 
a top 10 national ranking 

going into the NCAA 
tournament would 

put us in a good 
position to make 

a push to the 
late rounds 

t h e r e . 
We’re a 
young, 
d e e p 
t e a m 

and the 
sky is the 

limit.

VH: What has been your greatest college tennis match?
VP: In terms of the team match, the (Southeastern Conference) 

matches are always great battles, but you can never forget the 
experience of the NCAA tournament. The greatest match I’ve 
participated in was either the first round of NCAA, where we 
won a close match against SEC foe Mississippi State, or last year 
first round NCAA, where we beat Indiana 4-3. Hint: The greatest 
matches are when the team rushes the court after a clinching 
match.

VH: Describe your game to someone who has never seen you play.
VP: I am fast. I have pretty good endurance. I try to use both those 

characteristics to cover the entire court and, humbly, I say that 
for a little guy, I can hit the ball pretty hard. The game is always 
changing, though, and I have to adapt — I’m starting to come in 
and volley more. And I wear glasses.

VH: Have you assumed a new role on the team now that you are a 
junior and there is just one senior on the team?

VP: Not really. Roles on such a small team of 10 are a little blurred. I 
could see how a football team would have a leader among the 
linebackers and another leader on the secondary, or a defensive 
leader. Nick is the senior. He’s doing a good job as the old wise 
man on the team. I try to keep people in line when they need it 
and otherwise keep everybody smiling.

VH: What is your favorite place on campus?
VP: Buttrick.

VH: Do you guys play mixed doubles with the women’s team? If so, who 
do you like to play with best?

VP: Catrat (Catherine Newman) and I beat everybody.

VH: How many rackets do you carry in your bag for a match?
VP: Four, fresh grips, fresh string, fresh rubber band.

VH: Will you be going to the Auburn football game?
VP: Won’t be able to. Nick (Cromydas) and I have a flight for Tulsa, 

Okla. at like 5 p.m. on Saturday. I was going to go check out 
“GameDay,” though, until I heard it was at the Commons.

With ESPN “College 
GameDay” coming to town, 
any Vanderbilt fan will tell you 
Saturday’s game against No. 13 
Auburn (3-1, 1-1 Southeastern 
Conference) is more than just a 
regular season game. 

Talk to a player on the team, 
though, and you might get a 
different answer. 

“It’s another tough game, and 
that’s how we look at it. We just 
have to play football, regardless 
of who is or isn’t watching,” said 
senior safety Reshard Langford. 

His teammate senior receiver 
Sean Walker agrees.

“Corso will pick us as the 
underdog or the winner, and 
it doesn’t matter to us,” Walker 
said. “It’s nice to get respect as a 
team, but we never worry about 
what other people think.” 

It’s this attitude — treating 
every day like “GameDay” — 
that has earned Vanderbilt a spot 
in the top 25 for the second time 
in 50 years. The constant high 
level of focus is why Vanderbilt 
remains undefeated and, more 
importantly, why the No. 19 
Commodores (4-0, 2-0 SEC) 
aren’t letting the national hype 
get to their heads. 

“Everybody’s focused, and 
that’s a great thing to have on 

a team,” Langford said. “Just 
working hard all the time keeps 
us level headed.” 

In addition to focus, the 
Commodores will play with a 
sense of redemption against 
the Tigers after last year’s 35-7 
loss in Auburn. Vanderbilt 
coach Bobby Johnson knows 
memories from last year’s game 
will keep his players motivated. 

“Showing last year’s Auburn 
film keeps us grounded,”  

Johnson said. “They sort of took 
us to the woodshed. Our guys 
know what we have to do to 
win.”

To beat Auburn, the 
Commodores will once again 
rely on a stingy defense that 
has allowed only 10 second-
half points all year. The Tigers 
have struggled in the passing 
game, but preseason All-SEC 
running back Ben Tate has kept 
opposing defenses honest with 
393 rushing yards. Johnson 
believes an aggressive defensive 
scheme will be vital to stopping 
the Tigers on offense. 

“Our defensive staff has 
does a fantastic job of being 
aggressive, and it’s a mindset 
of ours now,” Johnson said. 
“We’ll be aggressive no matter 
what the other team does, 
and when it happens we’ve 
got opportunities to make big 
plays.”

The offense will look to build 
off of an unspectacular, yet 
efficient effort against Ole Miss. 
Thanks to last weekend’s bye, 
the Commodores were able to 
rest some injured players, most 
notably starting quarterback 
redshirt senior Chris Nickson 
and senior captain George 
Smith. Nickson left the game 
against the Rebels with a 
shoulder injury but will start 
against Auburn on Saturday. 

Smith, the team’s most 
experienced wide receiver, will 
return after injuring his foot 
during summer camp. 

Johnson said he thinks 
Smith’s contributions will be 
felt both on the field and on the 
sidelines. 

“Having George back, his 
personality, his leadership, it 
will definitely be a big boost 
for us,” Johnson said. “He’s a 
good player — he’s tall, he can 
run, he can catch, and that puts 
pressure on anybody’s team. 
Hopefully we’ll get him out 
there and get him back in the 
swing of things.” 

With a healthier team and a 
national audience watching, 
the Commodores are poised 
for a hard-nosed, exciting 
game on Saturday. Though 
the players and coaches insist 
“GameDay’s” presence doesn’t 
affect their preparation or 
focus, they do recognize the 
importance of the recognition 
to the Vanderbilt faithful. 

“’GameDay’ is a big part of 
college football — it’s a part 
of any football fan’s Saturday,” 
said senior kicker and Nashville 
native Bryant Hahnfeldt, who 
has yet to miss a field goal this 
season. 

“Having it here in Nashville is 
a really special thing. We won’t 
take it for granted.” ■

Who’s got the edge?
Auburn vs. Vanderbilt

compiled by: DAVID SHOCHAT

edge quarterback edge
Redshirt senior quarterback Chris Nick-
son has the experience of playing three 
seasons in the Southeastern Conference 
and is a better all-around quarterback 
than either Auburn’s Chris Todd or Kodi 
Burns. Even Auburn head coach Tommy 
Tuberville hinted that he would take Nick-
son over his guys. “Chris is a good, mobile 
quarterback for the system we’re running 
now,”  Tuberville said. 

Running Backs
Auburn has possibly the deepest rota-
tion of running backs in the SEC with four 
players in Brad Lester, Ben Tate, Tristan 
Davis and Mario Fannin who could start 
on any SEC team. Fannin has played wide-
receiver this year but has also appeared 
at running back and quarterback for the 
Tigers. The Commodore defense should 
be ready for a heavy dose of these guys, 
as the Tigers will probably try to win this 
game running the ball, considering their 
anemic passing attack. 

Wide Receivers
Much like Vanderbilt, Auburn’s wide re-
ceivers have not seen much of the ball this 
season. Thus, it is hard to give either team 
an edge going into this game. Vanderbilt 
will probably have more success in the 
passing game than Auburn, though, be-
cause of their quarterback play and the 
return of redshirt senior George Smith.

Offensive Line
Both offensive lines are relatively young 
and inexperienced. Auburn’s offensive 
line has a lot of talent, but has had trou-
ble with penalties and consistency this 
season. Vanderbilt’s line has exceeded 
expectations but will face a huge test 
against Auburn’s defense. 

defensive line
Behind the leadership of Sen’Derrick Marks, 
Auburn’s defensive line is one of the best 
and fastest in the nation. For the Commo-
dores to win, their offensive line will have 
to play its best game of the season and 
contain Auburn’s great defense so Nickson 
has time to pass and redshirt junior Jared 
Hawkins has holes to run through. 

linebackers
Vanderbilt’s linebackers have been solid 
this season as both junior Patrick Benoist 
and redshirt freshman Chris Marve have 
played well, but they have also given up a 
lot of rushing yards and will have to play 
better against Auburn’s great running 
backs. Auburn is lead by Tray Blackmon, 
who anchors their quick, aggressive and 
fast linebacker group. 

defensive backs
The strength of the Vanderbilt defense is 
its secondary. With Auburn’s strength in 
the running game, look for defensive coor-
dinator Bruce Fowler to keep strong safety 
redshirt senior Reshard Langford close to 
the line of scrimmage to stop the run.

Special Teams
With the great play of senior Bryant Hah-
nfeldt and junior Brett Upson so far this 
season, along with the return ability of 
junior D.J. Moore, Vanderbilt holds a big 
edge in special teams. The kicking game 
must continue to be good against Au-
burn, and the coverage teams will also 
need to play well to keep the Tigers from 
getting good field position. Also, in what 
should be a defensive game, a special 
teams’ score could be the difference. 

Coaching
Coach Bobby Johnson and his staff have 
to be the front-runners for coaching staff 
of the year. They have done a tremendous 
job this season of making adjustments 
at halftime which is a big reason for Van-
derbilt’s success on offense and defense 
in the second half. With an extra week to 
prepare, Johnson and company should 
have a great game plan for a very talented 
Auburn team.

by andrew barge
Sports Contributor

Vanderbilt stays grounded, 
focused on beating Tigers

Junior men’s tennis player Vijay Paul took a few minutes to  talk with the Vanderbilt Hustler about the upcoming season. He even revealed the 
identity of his favorite mixed doubles partner and he told us why he wouldn’t go to the Commons to watch the ESPN “College GameDay.”

friday
conversation

with vijay paul Interview by chip robie
Sports Contributor

Paul Levy / VU Media Relations

genevieve gale / The Vanderbilt Hustler
Senior quarterback Chris Nickson appears to 
be fully healed from his shoulder injury and 
ready to play Saturday against Auburn.
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