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Fraternity recruitment statistics
Fraternity Spring 2005 Spring 2006 Total

Alpha Epsilon Pi 13 16 59

Alpha Tau Omega 9 17 61

Beta Chi Theta 7 7 14

Beta Theta Pi 19 13 92

Delta Kappa Epsilon 7 6 38

Kappa Alpha 21 25 82

Kappa Sigma 4 3 31

Lambda Chi Alpha 12 19 63

Lambda Theta Phi 3 3 11

Phi Kappa Psi 21 20 66

Phi Kappa Sigma 6 18 44

Phi Kappa Alpha 11 17 74

Sigma Alpha Epsilon 26 18 83

Sigma Chi 22 26 87

Sigma Phi Epsilon 63 12 54

Zeta Bau Tau 20 22 79

Total 264 242 938

GREEK LIFE

Fraternity 
recruitment 
decreases 
slightly 
Brothers Under Christ leads 
2006 spring pledging season.

Fraternity recruitment, pledging and initiation is 
complete, and the total number of undergraduate men 
joining fraternities down slightly from last year, falling 
from 264 to 242.

Th is year Brothers Under Christ leads all fraternities 
with initiating 27 new members this year. 

“I’m more than just surprised,” said Brothers Under 
Christ president Dane Th orwaldson. “I’m really pleased. 
Brothers Under Christ off ers something these guys are 
looking for that isn’t found anywhere else on campus.”  

According to Th orwaldson, what is unique about 
Brothers Under Christ is that it possesses an inherent 
identity as a Christian organization that functions as a 
recruiting mechanism in and of itself. 

Brothers Under Christ is not a member of the Inter-
fraternity Council.

“Th e reason why Brothers Under Christ is having suc-
cess is not only because it’s a fraternity or because of the 
great members involved, but more importantly because 
what it represents,” Th orwaldson said. “Brothers Under 
Christ speaks for itself.” 

However, Brothers Under Christ is not the only frater-
nity that experienced success this recruitment season. 

Alpha Tau Omega nearly doubled its enrollment from 
nine to 17 new members while Phi Kappa Sigma tripled 
its enrollment to 18 new members from six new mem-
bers just a year ago.  

Within the Interfraternity Council, Kappa Alpha and 
Sigma Chi were the most successful with 25 and 26 new 
members respectively. 

“Th is is testament to the strength of the house, espe-
cially to the performance of the rush committee,” said 
Matt Langsen, president of Sigma Chi. 

“We have a diverse house in terms of geographical 
backgrounds, political views and personalities. Th ere has 
never been a certain standard or mold that our pledges 
have to fi t.”  

Although Kappa Sigma is still feeling the crunch of 
social probation evidenced by initiating only three mem-
bers this spring, its president, Andrew Brown, is optimis-
tic about the immediate future for the fraternity house. 

“Despite a diffi  cult pledge year, we’re coming out 
strong in the fall,” Brown said.  

In spite of the impressive pledge numbers, Th orwald-
son and Langsen both said they are not concerned about 
recruitment statistics.  

“Recruitment is never about reaching a certain num-
ber or quota,” Langsen said. “We just simply look for up-
right young men.”  ■

BY GALAAL ELSAMADIEY
HUSTLER REPORTER

TECHNOLOGY

Facebook 
may be up 

for sale
 Founders rumored to 

have turned down $750 
million offer. 

BY RACHEL FETRIDGE
HUSTLER REPORTER

Popular social networking site Facebook.
com is for sale. According to BusinessWeek, 
the young entrepreneurial owners have de-
clined a $750 million off er in hopes of gaining 
as much as $2 billion in the sale.  

Mark Zuckerburg and a group of sopho-
more friends at Harvard University launched 
the popular social networking site just two 
years ago.  Th e site was initially designed as 
a means for Harvard students to communi-
cate with one another, as the name originated 
from the “facebooks” colleges oft en provide 
for college freshmen. Now Facebook is a com-
monplace term and has come to include more 
than 2500 colleges and high schools across 
the U.S. and other areas of the world while it 
continues to grow. 

“I think people are kind of taken aback at 
the amount of money being discussed, since 
the site started [at Harvard] and a lot of us re-
member when it was just a Harvard site,” said 
said Josh Patashnik, a junior at Harvard Uni-
versity to Th e Harvard Crimson. “No one re-
ally had any idea it would catch on like this.” 

Th e BusinessWeek article reported that 
Facebook.com received more than 5.5 billion 
hits during the month of February, outnum-
bering many other popular sites like Ask.com 
or Amazon.com. Many Vanderbilt students 
admit to visiting the site several times a day, 
spending anywhere from a couple of seconds 
to hours “facebooking.”  

Students at Harvard have questioned 
whether Facebook would loose some of its 
attraction if sold to a large media conglomer-
ate.  

Nonetheless, Facebook’s spokesperson, 
Chris Hughes, a senior at Harvard, would nei-
ther refute nor verify that the site was even for 
sale.  

Hughes told Th e Harvard Crimson that the 

LIFE 

Students 
participate in 
Census survey

BY RACHEL STEVENS
HUSTLER EXECUTIVE NEWS EDITOR

U.S. Census workers were on campus yes-
terday, administering the Census Bureau’s 
American Community survey to randomly 
selected campus residents. 

Th e American Community survey is a part 
of the redesigned 2010 census and will replace 
that long form of the census that was tradi-
tionally given to selected U.S households. 

According to the Census Bureau, the 
American Community survey is designed 
to provide communities with a fresh look at 
how they are changing, by collecting demo-
graphic, housing, social and economic infor-
mation about residents. In total, the survey 
will be administered to about three million 
U.S. households.

“Th e census is done every ten years,” said 
Carolyn Land, an administrative assistant 
for the Offi  ce of Housing and Residential Ed-
ucation and liaison with the census workers. 
“I think they started this new survey system 
to take into account that things are changing 
more quickly than that.” 

Please see FACEBOOK, page 2

Please see CENSUS, page 2
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Spring into fall 
registration

eginning Monday, students 
will have to look beyond fi nal 
exams and summer plans, as 
the Fall 2006 class registration period begins. 

Registration through OASIS is a process that many 
students are familiar with, and according to Beth Rog-
ers, registrar for the College of Arts and Sciences, this 
semester’s registration period will be no diff erent.  

Aside from a plethora of new and interesting classes 
to be off ered in the fall, students can expect no other 
changes when they log into OASIS to register for class-
es.  

Many students, however, have expressed confusion 
about how the university determines who gets their re-
quested classes and who gets bumped. 

Rogers explains that when regis-
tering for classes, priority is based on 
seniority.  

“A senior major would have priority over another 
senior,” Rogers said. “A junior major would have prior-
ity over another junior and so forth.” 

Priority is also awarded to those students who are 
majors in the department in which the classes fall.  

According to Rogers, a major, no matter what their 
year in school, would have priority over non-majors, 
even if the non-major seeking admittance to the class 
were a senior.

Minors, however receive no priority in the registra-
tion process.  

Amid warmer weather, longer days and confusing questions, it’s time to  . . .

B

SPEAKERS

Please see REGISTRATION, page 3

Former death row prisoner speaks

Th ursday night, Juan Ro-
berto Melendez-Colon, who 
spent 17 years on Florida’s 
death row for a crime he did 
not commit, shared his story 
at Sarratt cinema. 

Hosted by Project Dia-
logue in conjunction with 
the Vanderbilt Association of 
Hispanic Students this event 
was a part of a yearlong Uni-
versity-wide program that 
tries to involve the Vanderbilt 
community in discussion that 
links classroom learning with 
larger societal issues. 

Melendez’ story and case 
bring to light the pervasive 

problems that exist in the 
death penalty system, such 
as its unreliability and its un-
equal application to minori-
ties and to the poor.

“Th ey never gave me an 
interpreter, and I did not 
know the language,” Melen-
dez said.

He was convicted in 1984 
at the age of 33 without physi-
cal evidence linking him to 
the crime aft er testimony 
from questionable witnesses. 

Th e main witness against 
him “was a police informant 
who had struck a deal with 
the prosecution” said Melen-
dez. “He said, ‘I picked him 

Project Dialogue sponsors event to 
allow Melendez to share his story.

BY TANYA ALVAREZ
HUSTLER REPORTER

ELISE ALFORD / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Juan Melendez rolls up his sleeve to reveal a tattoo, one 
of two identifi ers cited by police informants who falsely 
testifi ed against him as witnesses. Mendez spoke Thursday 
as part of Project Dialogue.Please see DEATH ROW, page 3

There are 233 total 
buildings on campus 
here at Vanderbilt.

BY NICOLE FLOYD
HUSTLER ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Kirkland Hall
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THIS DAY IN HISTORY FORECAST
SATURDAY

Thunderstorms
High: 58
Low: 36

SUNDAY
Sunny

High: 65
Low: 41

MONDAY
Sunny

High: 70
Low: 48

1862 Union forces led by Gen. Ulysses S. Grant defeated the Confeder-
ates at the Battle of Shiloh in Tennessee.

1939 Italy invaded Albania. (Less than a week later, Italy annexed 
Albania.)

1947 Auto pioneer Henry Ford died in Dearborn, Mich., at age 83.

1969 The Supreme Court unanimously struck down laws prohibiting 
private possession of obscene material.

1994 Civil war erupted in Rwanda, a day after a mysterious plane crash 
claimed the lives of the presidents of Rwanda and Burundi. In 
the months that followed, hundreds of thousands of minority 
Tutsi and Hutu intellectuals were slaughtered.

TODAY IN THE BUBBLE Compiled by Rachel Stevens

Compiled by staff from various sources. Check out http://calendar.vanderbilt.edu for more events.

Compiled by Rachel Stevens

Compiled by the Associated Press

VUPD CRIME LOG
April 4, 4:10 p.m. — An attempted motor vehicle theft  took place in the Wesley 

Place Garage. No suspects have been identifi ed and the case remains active. 

April 4, 2:10 a.m. — An arrest for simple possession and driving on a suspend-
ed license took place at 29th Ave. S. and West End Ave. Th e suspect was arrested via 
a misdemeanor citation. 

April 5, 11 a.m. — An incident of simple assault took place at the Law School. 
Th e suspect was arrested. 

April 6, 2:59 a.m. — A drug narcotic violation occurred in lot 75 at Natchez 
Trace and Wellington Avenue. Th e suspect was arrested. 

For complete listings visit http://police.vanderbilt.edu.

Academy of American Poets contest submissions due  
Submissions are now being accepted for the Academy of American Poets annual 
competition for best poem or group of poems submitted to the English department 
at Vanderbilt University. Th e contest is open to all Vanderbilt undergraduate and 
graduate students and includes a $100 prize. Each contestant may enter up to three 
poems. Two copies of each poem should be submitted, one with and one without the 
contestant’s name and address. Th e deadline for submissions is April 7 and should be 
made to the Department of English, 331 Benson Hall. Th e winner will be announced 
by April 21. For more information, contact Professor of English Mark Jarman at 
322-2541.

WORD OF THE DAY

FLIBBERTIGIBBET

n.  silly/flighty scatterbrained person, esp. female

Source: Webster’s Encyclopedic Unabridged Dictionary of the English Language
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In Wednesday’s article on Vanderbilt Th eater’s dramablog, it was 
stated that tickets were $5. All Vanderbilt students are eligible for free 
tickets with a student ID. Th e Vanderbilt Hustler regrets the error.

CORRECTION

VU Theater’s dramablog
dramablog: An Exploration of the Political and the Personal, Vanderbilt University 
Th eatre’s last show of the season, begins tonight. Performances are tonight and 
tomorrow at 8 p.m. and 2 p.m. on Sunday. Performances will also take place next 
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. All performances are in Neely Auditorium.Admission 
is $8 for the general public, $5 for graduate and professional students, and free for 
undergraduates with a Vanderbilt ID. Tickets may be reserved by calling 322-2404. 

Lecture on 1930s Hollywood
Catherine Jurca, associate professor of literature at the California Institute of Technol-
ogy, will speak at Vanderbilt, brought to campus by the Film Studies Department. Th e 
lecture, “Goldwyn’s Folly, or Hollywood Before Market Research,” will take place to-
day from 4:10 to 5:30 p.m. in Buttrick Hall, Room 015. A reception will follow. Jurca 
is the author of White Diaspora: Th e Suburb and the Twentieth-Century American 
Novel (Princeton, 2001). Her current research on classical Hollywood fi lm combines 
close textual analysis with an examination of actual fi lmmaking practices and of the 
broader currents of American social and cultural history.

stories circulating on BusinessWeek and other 
websites are merely rumors. 

Industry analysts are speculating about what 
type of company would be willing to purchase 
Facebook at such a high price and whether the 
Facebook team neglected a profi table deal in re-
jecting the $750 million off er.  

A similar social networking site, Friendster.
com, rejected acquisition off ers, and has seen its 
popularity decline.  At the same time, the internet 
gurus who founded Google, Larry Page and Ser-
gey Brin, refused to sell their site in its early stag-
es and are now worth approximately $11 billion 
each, according to Forbes Magazine.  Business-

Week mentioned that Viacom, which owns MTV, 
VH1 and Comedy Central, might be a potential 
buyer and good fi t for the site.  Purchasing Face-
book would make Viacom more competitive with 
News Corp, owned by Rupert Murdoch, who pur-
chased MySpace.com for $580 million last year.  

Despite Facebook’s growing popularity, 
MySpace reportedly received three times as many 
visitors than Facebook in February and ranks 
second only to Yahoo as the most-traffi  cked site.  

“Most students, at least at Vanderbilt, are not 
even aware of who owns Facebook,” said Lindsay 
Beach, a junior Peabody student. “As long as the 
site does not undergo any major changes, whoever 
owns it probably will not aff ect its amount of use.” 

Nonetheless, other students seem more con-
cerned over the ownership of Facebook.

“If Facebook were bought out by a large com-
pany, I would defi nitely still keep my profi le up, 
but the entrepreneurial spirit that Facebook cre-
ated would no longer exist,” said Erin Nusbaum, a 
junior Arts and Science Student. “Also, it worries 
me to list so much personal information on a site 
controlled by a large company that has the poten-
tial to exploit us.”

Patashnik said that Harvard students do not 
seem to be angry or resentful over the potential 
sale.  

“If Mark Zuckerburg can get that much mon-
ey, he should go for it,” Patashnik said. ■

From FACEBOOK, page 1

Facebook: Networking sites have been sold

Vanderbilt students were con-
tacted because the survey aims 
to sample 2.5 percent of the U.S. 
population living in “group quar-
ters,” defi ned as areas such as 
nursing homes, prisons, military 
barracks, juvenile institutions 
and college dormitories.

Students in certain residential 

areas were emailed earlier this 
week that they may be called on to 
participate. Like the actual census, 
selected participants are required 
by federal law to take part in the 
American Community survey.  

According the Census Bureau, 
failing to participate in the Amer-
ican Community survey can re-
sult in up to a $100 fi ne. ■

Census: Students live in ‘group quarters’
From CENSUS, page 1

Professor discusses virginity loss

ELISE ALFORD / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Sociology Professor Laura Carpenter spoke Thursday in the Vanderbilt Bookstore on her new book, “Virginity Lost: An Intimate Portrait of First Sexual Experiences.”

Th e Division of Student Life is sponsor-
ing a road trip to Ann Arbor, Mich. next Sep-
tember, so that 325 of the most enthusiastic 
football fans on campus can be there to watch 
Vanderbilt take on the University of Michigan 
in the fi rst game of the 2006 season.

Students that would like to take advantage 
of this opportunity must commit to the Sept. 
2 trip this semester, and due to limited avail-
ability, students should not wait to purchase a 
ticket.

“Th e trip is limited to 325 students because 
we have allotted a certain number of spots to 
incoming freshmen,” said Director of Greek 
Life Kristen Torrey. “We did not want to ex-
clude freshmen from this experience so we 
set aside a certain number of spots for them. 
Once they get here, they’ll have an opportunity 
to sign up for the trip and will have to pay the 
same fee.”

Tickets for the road trip will become avail-

able on April 19 in Sarratt 339, and students 
must write a check for $125 to get a ticket. Th e 
student price will include the bus ride, a game 
ticket, a pre-game tailgate and a post-game 
meal.

Students can choose to be a participant in 
the road trip, or they can opt to purchase an 
individual ticket at the athletics ticket offi  ce for 
$54.

“We decided to make some individual tick-
ets available for students to buy if they have 
friends that go to Michigan or if they want to 
stay the whole weekend, but we wanted to also 
take students on a trip up there,” Torrey said.

Both administrators and students see the 
trip as a positive way to kick off  the season and 
to increase road support that is traditionally 

lacking at Vanderbilt.
“When the announcement was made that 

we were playing at Michigan, there were sev-
eral students who said that we should do some-
thing big for this game,” Torrey said. “We saw it 
as a unique opportunity to go down to the ‘Big 
House’ and show our support for the team. It’s 
going to be a fun game, it’ll be on ESPN and 
it seemed like a lot of students were excited 
about it.”

Rod Williamson, director of Media Rela-
tions for the Athletic Department, hopes that 
the trip will encourage school spirit and off er 
students a fun, unique opportunity to watch 
their team play an opponent that they have not 
faced in many years.

“Th ere are a couple of hopes for this trip,” 
Williamson said. “Support of the football team 
would be one of them. I think the team is al-
ways cognizant of the student support they re-
ceive, and they appreciate it a lot. Th is is also a 
unique opportunity. We haven’t played Michi-
gan for a long time. It’s an interesting stadium 
to visit, being one of the largest in the country, 
and it’s also situated in a part of the country 
that some people haven’t been to.” ■

Students to go to Michigan 
for football season opener 
Division of Student Life is 
sponsoring the road trip. 

BY GLENNA DEROY
HUSTLER MANAGING EDITOR

Football road trip
• What: Football season opener road trip
• When: September 2, 2006
• Where: University of Michigan
• Tickets: Sarratt 339 on Wed. April 19
• How much: $125 by check

www.vanderbilthustler.com
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SUMMER IN MAINE
Males and females.

Meet new friends! Travel!
Teach your favorite activity.

*Tennis *Swim
*Canoe *Sail
*Water Ski *Kayak
*Gymnastics *Archery
*Silver Jewelry *Rocks
*English Riding *Ropes
*Copper Enameling *Art
*Basketball *Pottery
*Field Hockey *Offi ce

*And More!

June to August. Residential.
Enjoy our website. Apply on-line.

TRIPP LAKE CAMP for P Girls:
1-800-997-4347

www.tripplakecamp.com

Paula Burtch
Broker, CRS, GRI

Student, 
Alumni & 

Faculty 
preferred 

realtor

Office: 425-3600 x3965
Direct: 383-4757

NORMAL, Ill. — Most people 
know origami as the 
ancient art of Japanese 
paper folding. Th e tra-
ditional paper crane has 
become an icon both of 
Japanese culture and of 
the art itself.

While a folded paper 
crane is not likely to take 
fl ight, Microsoft  intends 
to launch a new form 
of portable computer, 
codenamed Origami, 
this spring.

As rumors and spec-
ulation about Microsoft ’s 
Origami project have ac-
cumulated on the Inter-
net at technology Web 
sites such as ign.com 
and the aptly named 
origamiproject.com, 
Microsoft  prepared to 
announce details about 
their new computer sys-
tem.

Earlier this month, 
the computer soft ware 
giant revealed that Ori-
gami was a codename 
for the UMPC, Ultra 
Mobile PC.

Th e UMPC is a new 
addition to the portable 
computer market, which 
currently includes lap-
tops, tablet PCs and 
PDAs, personal data 
assistants. Th e Ultra 
Mobile PC, which looks 
similar to a Sega Game 
Gear or Sony’s PSP, will 
combine some aspects of 
all of its predecessors.

According to origamiproject.
com, “Ultra-Mobile PCs are a new 
class of computer that is optimized 
for mobility. With a screen size of 

7 inches or less, Ultra-Mobile PCs 
can be slipped into a purse or a 
small bag for ultimate portability. 

A touch-screen, a tablet 
pen, and a D-pad give 
you a variety of input 
options while you are 
on the move. 

Built-in Bluetooth 
gives you the option of 
staying connected wher-
ever you go. Running 
Windows XP Tablet PC 
Edition, Ultra-Mobile 
PCs have the full capa-
bilities of the Windows 
operating system in one 
of the smallest packages 
yet.”

Currently, laptop 
computers are the most 
consumer favored por-
table computer devices 
because their functional 
capabilities roughly 
match those of their 
desktop brothers.

“Th e advantage of 
laptops is portability,” 
Russ Karis, a Circuit City 
employee, said.

Slightly less popular 
among general con-
sumers are the more 
portable PDAs, which 
include Pocket PC’s that 
run a form of Microsoft ’s 
Windows operating sys-
tem.

“It’s just like having 
a computer on you at all 
times,” Javier Evlyn, a 
Best Buy employee, said. 
“You can store a bunch 
of content with it, do a 
lot of scheduling all in 

the palm of your hand. It’s basically 
just like a portable computer if you 
don’t plan on having a laptop with 
you at all times, it’s like another way 
to go basically.” 

Th ough the functionality and 
the soft ware on a PDA may be simi-
lar to that on a standard full-sized 
home-offi  ce computer, the way in 
which a user inputs computer op-
erations is diff erent. Pocket PC’s use 
a touch-screen and a stylus instead 
of a keyboard.

“It’s going to be able to do most 
things a laptop can as far as soft -
ware, surfi ng the net, things like 
that,” Karis said. “One of the big 
diff erences is just going to be that 
the format’s diff erent. It’s not going 
to be a full-sized keyboard. It’s just 
going to be completely diff erent for 
typing.”

Tablet PCs, which have the power 
of a laptop computer, use this same 
touch-screen technology rather than 
using a keyboard for user input, but 
they are about the size of a notebook 
and are not widely used.

UMPCs shrink down the tech-
nology used in tablet computers to a 
hardware package just a little larger 
than the average PDA.

In addition to the touch-screen 
and stylus inputs, Microsoft  plans to 
add additional user-friendly func-
tionality to the UMPC.

According to ign.com, “Most in-
triguing is the ‘Dial Keyboard’: two 
fans of on-screen keys at the lower 
corners of the screen designed to al-
low for typing with two thumbs.”

Microsoft  has designed this com-
puter device to appeal to a broader 
consumer base than the average 
businessman. 

While it will not replace cur-
rent computer technology, at least 
for now, the Origami UMPC will be 
as friendly to the typical computer 
user and as portable as a paperback 
book. ■

Microsoft to launch UMPC

TOM REESE / Seattle Times

A daytime TV show plays on the Origami. Viewers can watch live TV via the Slingbox, a separate product that connects to a home TV and sends video over the Internet to a PC. 
Future Origami devices may have built-in TV tuners. 

Details on rumored ‘origami’ 
computer soon to be unveiled.

BY FITZGERALD M. DOUBET
THE DAILY VIDETTE ILLINOIS STATE U.

TOM REESE / Seattle Times

The user can enter text by calling up a touch-screen keyboard designed to be used 
with the thumbs. Called dial keys, the input system is arranged in two semicircles.

It’s going to 
be able to do 

most things a 
laptop can as 

far as soft-
ware, surfi ng 

the net, things 
like that. One 

of the big 
diff erences 

is just going 
to be that 

the format’s 
diff erent. It’s 
not going to 

be a full-sized 
keyboard. It’s 
just going to 

be completely 
diff erent for 

typing.

—Circuit City 
employee Russ 

Karis

”
Rogers feels that the most impor-

tant thing for students to remember 
as they think about their course se-
lection for next year is that signing 
up for classes during the offi  cial re-
quest period has great benefi ts.  

“Be sure to check out the course 
catalog and participate in the course 

request period,” Rogers said.  “If you 
don’t participate in the course re-
quest period you are put at the bot-
tom of the list.”  

Rogers said that participating in 
the request period is also important 
because aft er the period is over the 
departments are given a list of how 
many students want to be in the 
course.  

“If the class only holds 30 people, 
but 140 people request to be in the 
class, this information is handed 
over to the departments, and if there 
is another teacher who can teach 
the class, the possibility of getting 
another section added increases,” 
Rogers said.   

Before students can begin to re-
quest classes on OASIS, they must 
fi rst arrange a meeting with their ad-
visor in order to receive their advisor 
approval code.  Th is code is required 
for logging on to the OASIS system.

Further information regarding 
registration can be found begin-
ning on page 148 of the Course 
Catalog.  Th e offi  cial course request 
period lasts from April 10 to May 
6.  Any student registering aft er 
this date must pay a late registra-
tion fee. ■

From REGISTRATION, page 1

Registration: Students 
may register until May 6

TECHNOLOGY

up, took him to the scene of the 
crime, picked him up from there 
and took him home’ in his testimo-
ny against me.

He went on to say that he “had to 
call an alibi witness...I had a prob-
lem. Everyone that I had on my 
side was an African American, and 
all of a sudden their credibility was 
gone.”

Melendez described how he 
was felt when he was sentenced to 
death.

“When I was convicted to death, 
I was full of hate. I was very scared 
to die for a crime that I did not com-
mit.”

Aft er 17 years on death row, it 
was found that prosecutors hid evi-
dence and lied to the court in order 
to protect the real killer, who was 
also a police informant. 

A confession from the real killer 
that prosecutors knew about before 
they took Melendez to trial came to 
light in 1999. 

Judge Barbara Fleischer exoner-
ated him from death row, and he 
was released on Jan. 3, 2002.

“It caught me completely by 
surprise” Melendez said. Th e of-
fi cers who took him out of his cell 
informed him that he would be re-
leased that very same day. “I was in 

a state of shock, but smiling—and 
I’m still smiling today!” said Melen-
dez with a smile. 

He spoke of the inmates in prison 
that taught him “how to write, how 
to read, and how to speak.” 

He also spoke of the many times 
when he considered committing 
suicide, like many of fellow inmates 
and friends had done. 

“I never saw my friends kill 
themselves, but I saw them roll the 
bodies out of their cells” Melendez 
said. 

He said that “every time that I 
got depressed or suicidal, God sent 
me a dream” that gave him hope. “In 
death row if an inmate does not fi nd 
something spiritual he either com-
mits suicide of goes crazy.”

Melendez has traveled through-
out the United States speaking to 
audiences about his story of injus-
tice and tries to “get people to think” 
about the negativity in the death 
penalty. 

“I need for all of you to get in-
volved in this cause,” he said. “Just 
like we got rid of slavery, we can get 
rid of this.” 

Melendez said the death pen-
alty “can kill innocent people—they 
already have, and when they do it, 
they do it in your name.” ■

Death Row: Real killer 
suspected for 17 years
From DEATH ROW, page 1
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or 

of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress of grievances.”

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Your voice doesn’t stop here. 
The Vanderbilt Hustler encourages its readers 
to voice their opinions on legislative issues. 
The following  students and legislators 
represent the Vanderbilt community.
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OUR VIEW

Accuracy is our profession. As the 
“Voice of Vanderbilt,” we are com-
mitted to ensuring our work is fair 
and accurate. Errors of substance 
will be corrected. With very rare 
exception, these corrections will 
be listed on Page 2.

Bring corrections to The Hustler 
offi  ce in Sarratt 130 or e-mail us at 
editor@vanderbilthustler.com. You 
may also report them by telephone 
to the news line at 615-322-2424 
or the Editor-in-Chief at 615-322-
3757. 

The Vanderbilt Hustler opinion 
section aims to stimulate discus-
sion in the Vanderbilt community. 
In that spirit, columnists, guest 
columnists and authors of let-
ters to the editor are expected 
to provide logical argument to 
back their views. Unreasonable 
arguments or arguments in vain 
between columnists have no 
place in The Hustler and will not be 
published. The Vanderbilt Hustler 
welcomes reader viewpoints and 
off ers three methods of expres-
sion: letters to the editor, guest 
columns and feedback on our 
website.
Letters must be submitted either 

in person by the author to The 
Hustler offi  ce or via. e-mail to 
editor@vanderbilthustler.com Let-

ters via. e-mail must either come 
from a Vanderbilt e-mail address 
where the identity of the sender 
is clear or be accompanied with a 
phone call to the Editor-in-Chief. 
With rare exception, all letters 
must be received by 1 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Thursday or Sunday. The 
editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for 
length as well as clarity.
Lengthy letters that focus on an 

issue aff ecting students might be 
considered for a guest column at 
the editor’s discretion.
All submissions become the 

property of The Vanderbilt Hustler 
and must conform to the legal 
standards of Vanderbilt Student 
Communications, of which The 
Hustler is a division. 
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Once again the course selection period is upon us, and with it will 
undoubtedly come the usual stress and competition that normally ac-
companies this time of the year. 

Students will struggle to gain entrance into required classes that 
fulfi ll their numerous core requirements.

Unfortunately, students in many popular majors will also have to 
fi ght to enroll in classes that they need to complete their majors and 
minors. 

Th e course selection system gives preferential treatment to older 
students majoring in a particular department, allowing them entrance 
into those classes over students that are taking the course as an elec-
tive. Th is allowance makes the process of completing our major re-
quirements a little easier. However, while chosen majors give a student 
preferential treatment, minors have no such eff ect.

We believe that course selection guidelines should be changed so 
that students with minors in a particular department also get prefer-
ence over other students that are taking those classes as electives.

Countless students, especially those with popular majors like politi-
cal science, will tell you how hard it is to get the classes they want even 
with the preferential treatment they receive. 

It’s hard for many students, especially those without Advanced 
Placement credit, to fi nish their course of study in four years, especially 
with all the core courses that Vanderbilt requires. 

Students should not have to worry about falling short of their minor 
requirements because the system does not prevent people who are tak-
ing the classes as electives from getting in over them. 

Vanderbilt should be making it easier for students to graduate on 
time, not harder. 

Students should also have a choice in the classes they want to take, 
rather then simply fi nding open classes that meet their requirements 
and their scheduling needs.

Both Vanderbilt students and administrators want to believe that 
the Vanderbilt diploma is more that just a piece of paper. 

In light of this desire, administrators have set up a complex, rigor-
ous course of study for us, and students are working diligently around 
the clock to complete these requirements. We want to encourage ad-
ministrators to make the system a little easier for those of us who are 
pursuing interests in multiple fi elds and allow both majors and minors 
to have a priority over non-majors and non-minors.

Minors should count too

LET TER TO THE EDITOR

TERRENCE NOWICKI — KRT

Television is from the devil.  It owns us, it 
consumes us, it makes our decisions, and it is 
highly addictive. 

Not all TV is created equal, however.  Pro-
grams range from Oprah to Wife-Swap, from 
those surgery channels to MTV.  But all TV 
shows have their downfalls.

Consider primetime shows.  Anchors for 
the major networks, shows like Grey’s Anato-
my, 24 and American Idol continue to receive 
the highest Nielsen ratings.  And these shows 
are no doubt entertaining.  

Th e danger in these shows, unbeknownst 
to the many who watch them, lies in their 
ongoing, repetitive nature.  When I’m denied 
a study date because my friend has to watch 
ER on a Th ursday, I am fully aware that my 
relationship with my friend is weaker than 
her bond with television.  Even worse, I fi nd 
myself memorizing the schedules of shows 
that I don’t even watch, simply because they 
come up in conversation so frequently.  Grey’s 
Anatomy on Sunday, American Idol on Tues-
day and Wednesday, the OC on Th ursday.  
Now I don’t even have to ask my friends if 
they want to get coff ee on Sunday night, in-
stead I simply say, “Have a great time watch-
ing Desperate Housewives.”

Th e second most dangerous TV shows 
are the overly hyped, overly emotional, and 
overly commercialized reality TV.  I learned 
a healthy hatred of this kind of television 
from home, when my mom would watch the 
nanny shows, Survivor, Big Brother and ,of 
course, Th e Bachelor.  Walking through the 
living room, I would stop, turn and watch the 
show, thinking I would only be there for a few 
minutes.  Forty-fi ve minutes later, I’m fum-
ing because I have so much work to do and 
Jack didn’t even give the fi nal rose to Marjory 
Stewart Baxter.

Recently, I was eating dinner in Quizno’s 
and Deal or No Deal was playing on the large 

television in the corner.  
By the end of my meal, 
the entire room was 
screaming “TAKE THE 
DEAL! THE SUITCASE 
IS BOGUS!” while the 
family on TV is hopping 
up and down, waving 
their arms, and the host 
is making witty remarks 
to force the show back 
into commercial.  

Th e TV program-
ming only gets worse 
from there.  Daytime 
soap operas, courtroom 
drama and shows like 
Maury, with tag lines 
like “HELP! Aft er having 
sex with a dozen men, 
my daughter still does 
cocaine, but I can’t do 
anything about it because my ex-boyfriend 
still loves my sister!”

Television actively rots your brain.  Just 
look at people who are watching TV.  Be-
tween the unblinking eyes and the mouths 
hanging open, the remote hand is the only 
thing moving in a TV watcher’s body.  Th ey 
are practically asleep, which is ironic because 
sleep seems to be the most elusive thing in 
these our college days.  And at the end of the 
show, all you’ve learned is that, thanks to the 
surgery, baby Andrew no longer has a face-
eating tumor, and he will be able to see again.  
Fantastic.  

Perhaps we should spend more time liv-
ing our lives than watching others live theirs.  
Let’s replace the hour of television each day 
with an hour of sleep and see how our lives 
improve.  If you have a single brain cell left , 
turn the box off  and glare at it while it can’t 
control you.  Only when we regain the control 
over television can we truly live freely again. 

—Daniel Kasbohm is a freshman in the 
College of Arts and Science.

Bank robbery Hustler article presumes suspect’s guilt

Now I don’t 
even have to 
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‘Have a great 

time watch-
ing Desperate 

Housewives.’

”
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To the Editor:

Although I am neither a lawyer nor a jour-
nalism expert, I do think that the front page 
article “Suspect robs same local bank branch 
twice” appearing in the April 5 issue is in breech 
of best journalistic practice.

First, the title itself as written asserts a fact 
of guilt which is not yet proved. Th e title should 
have been something like “Man suspected of 
robbing same local bank branch twice.”

Next, the third paragraph’s fi rst sentence 
would never appear in a regular newspaper: 
“Yesterday, Bell (the suspect) walked up to a tell-
er, displayed a pistol and passed a robbery note.”  
Th e Hustler has eff ectively stated that Bell is 
guilty. Instead, newspapers would typically say 
“Witnesses state that yesterday Bell walked...” 
Even better the witnesses would be named, with 
their permission.

Other sentences in the article also assert 
guilty actions without the qualifi ers, e.g. “al-

leged”, appropriate to this stage of the investiga-
tion.

Th is might seem unnecessarily picky, and a 
waste of page space, but the idea of presumed 
innocence until proven guilty has to be always 
respected no matter what the strength of the 
witness reports.

Charles Maguire
Physics professor

Television is an unhealthy 
escape from the real world

ONE SMALL VOICE

DANIEL
KASBOHM

I saw a letter the other day to Th e Vanderbilt 
Hustler deriding the use of a famous picture in an 
advertisement, a picture showing a lone man in 

humble, everyday clothes, holding bags in either 
hand. Th is unassuming and offi  cially unidentifi ed 
man was standing in front of a line of Chinese T-59 
tanks headed down the Avenue of Eternal Peace 
towards Tiananmen Square to break up student 
pro-democracy protests. Not long aft er the picture 
was taken on June 5, 1989, a few hundred Chinese 
were killed by their own People’s Liberation Army. 
I wish I could say there was some profound reason 
for why I have a poster of the picture hanging over 
my bed, but when I bought it, I just thought it was 
a cool-looking symbol. Now I think I know better.

Th rough ever-increasing attention to world af-
fairs, I’ve come to a new level of appreciation for 
what the picture means. One fearless man refusing 
to get out of the way represents the biggest threat to 
America in the next century:  the Chinese govern-
ment, which bears the torch of the Soviet Union. 
As the fi rst leader of Communist China, Chairman 
Mao Zedong might have been a better symbol, but 
there is an aspect of emotion and human drama in 
the picture from Tiananmen Square that is absent 
from the portrait of one of the twentieth century’s 
greatest mass murderers. I can identify and sym-
pathize with one man trying to do what is right, 
and I can strive to emulate his uncompromising 
courage in the face of almost certain death. His 
status as a martyr among millions of innocent 
victims represents the importance of opposing 
fanaticism of any strain, may it be ideological, re-
ligious, or other.

I fi nd a similar image in the recent story of an 
Afghan who was condemned to death by Muslim 
zealots worldwide for converting to Christianity 
16 years ago. Th ankfully, our overthrow of the Tal-
iban and institution of democracy in Afghanistan 

Martyrs prove 
that fanaticism is 
unjustifi able

COLUMN

THE DISSENTING VU

CHRISTOPHER
MCGEADY

Please see MCGEADY, page 5



was not for nothing: the charges against Abdul Rah-
man were dropped on technical grounds, and he has 
been given asylum in Italy.

Th e story drips with irony. Italy, whose capital 
encloses Vatican City, the seat of the Roman Catho-
lic Church, grants asylum to an Afghan because he 
was persecuted on religious grounds. I guess the 
Italians know fi rsthand the price of religious fanati-
cism and persecution, since they have one of the 
greatest culprits of religiously motivated crimes liv-
ing comfortably in their midst. Of course Rahman is 
a Christian,  — that being the whole reason he was 
persecuted in the fi rst place — but I read something 
very interesting in the Associated Press straight from 
the mouth of Mario Scialoja, Rome-based president 
of the Muslim World League. He said, “From our 
point of view, apostasy is a grave sin, but one will do 
penance for it in the aft erlife, not on Earth.” 

Mario Scialoja, you’re my hero.
Th is is the fi rst time I have seen anything in the 

mainstream media coming from a prominent Mus-
lim world leader acknowledging freedom of religion 
and ideas. What was so hard about that? I have a 
rather cynical view of organized religion, so forgive 
me for being a little suspicious of any religion claim-
ing the right of divine punishment over those who 
convert to a diff erent religion. Something tells me 
that God is perfectly capable of punishing anyone 
he wishes, and if he wishes to punish someone for 

praying to him in a diff erent 
language while facing a diff er-
ent direction, so be it. Other-
wise, I see this interpretation 
is nothing but an artifi cial safe-
guard against adherents con-
verting from their born reli-
gion and an attempt to restrict 
people’s freedom of thought, 
spirituality, and conscience. 

If communism is the best 
form of government, why did 
Mao and Stalin have to kill 
millions just to keep the rest of 
their citizenry in line?

If Islam is really the best 
religion encompassing all that 
we must know to fi nd God and 
be at peace, why should it need 
the threat of worldly death just to keep worshipers 
from converting?

And if there is any merit to fanaticism, why 
does my heart tell me that come Judgment Day it 
is the fanatics’ victims that will have the moral high 
ground in the eyes of God? 

—Christopher McGeady is a freshman in the 
College of Arts and Science.
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“I think it’s a 
big sell-out.”

“As long as I 
don’t have to 
pay, and they 
don’t sell my 
information, I 
don’t care.”

“I know, I’m 
getting it for 
my birthday!”

“I think he 
should keep it 
because I like 
the little com-
ments at the 
bottom.”

“I am sad 
— Mark Zuck-
erberg is my 
boy!”

What 
do you 

think of Face-
book going on 

sale?
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On March 28, Ariel Sharon’s newly-formed centrist 
party Kadima, unsurprisingly, won a majority of seats 
in the Israeli parliament, the Knesset, in probably the 

most uneventful election in Israeli history.  Because 
Kadima did not win an overwhelming majority of seats, 
they will form a coalition government.  Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert will most likely be asked by Israeli presi-
dent Moshe Katsav to form the new government, and 
as the head of Kadima, he is expected to be the prime 
minister.

It is hard for me to say whose party I would have 
liked to have won the majority.   I have never been a 
fan of Benjamin Netanyahu of Likud, who is hard-line 
and pro-settlements.  In my opinion, the Moroccan-
born Amir Peretz was little better with his mixed mes-
sages; he will be defense minister with other Labour 
party members in ministerial positions due to the 20 
seats Labour won.  Th ere are a few doves in the Labour 
Party who oppose Israel’s practice of targeted killings 
and support withdrawing the vast majority of settle-
ments; I hope their voice is heard in the new coalition 
government.  And then there is Olmert, who is po-
sitioned in the middle. To me, Olmert is the lesser of 
two (or three) evils, a view I imagine is held by many 
Palestinians.  If you have a cursory understanding of 
Olmert’s attitude with regards to the Palestinian-Israeli 
confl ict, you see how his stance could be benefi cial for 
the Palestinians, considering he has proposed a uni-
lateral withdrawal of more settlements from the West 
Bank.

 Th ere is one word that Kadima and Olmert used to 
which I object: unilateral.  Withdrawing settlements 
from the West Bank is a step in the right direction; I 
don’t think it is a “grand gesture,” as Sharon’s withdraw-
al from Gaza was called, simply because Gaza and the 
vast majority of the West Bank is still under military 
occupation.  Th is military occupation has repeatedly 
been deemed illegal by the United Nations, because 
it violates articles of the Fourth Geneva Convention. 
Israeli withdrawal is not a gift  of peace, but an act of 
pragmatism serving Israel’s best interests.  I am not na-
ïve enough to think the U.N. resolutions regarding the 
Israeli occupation really have any tangible impact on 
Israel; much like the United States, the U.N. resolutions 
should have an infl uence on Israel, but they do not.        

Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from West Bank settle-
ments is better than no withdrawal at all.  If they with-

draw unilaterally as they did from 
Gaza, it will further cement the at-
titude of many in Hamas who be-
lieve that their violent resistance 
is the cause for Israeli withdrawal. 
Nearly all Israeli land concessions 
have been preceded by violence, 
causing people to equate vio-
lence with land gains.  Th e view 
that violence begets land, could 
be replaced by the idea that ne-
gotiation—not violence—works 
by bringing Palestinians into the 
withdrawal dialogue.

 I do not fi nd the withdrawal 
to be the most upsetting unilat-
eral proposal; rather, it is Olmert’s 
pledge to establish Israel’s formal 
boundaries and separate from 
Palestine, unilaterally.  I hope by 
now we have moved beyond the 
days of denying the existence of 
Palestine and the Palestinian peo-
ple.  Any borders Israel proposes 
will be with Palestine, and Pales-
tine deserves an equal say in how 
its borders are defi ned.

Th e United States has said that 
they will not support Israel drawing its borders unilat-
erally, in the same manner that it does not recognize 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.  Likewise, the United 
Nations would most likely not recognize any unilat-
eral declaration of borders, and you can be certain the 
Palestinians and Palestinian Authority will not accept 
Israel defi ning the borders.  What purpose then does 
declaring borders serve, except to deepen the wounds 
of resentment felt by the Palestinians and incite anger?  
Israeli-drawn borders will have little to no eff ect on how 
Palestinians view the occupation of the land beyond the 
green line of 1967.

Acting alone will not bring peace.  Negotiations, on 
the other hand, can bring peace.  You cannot shut out 
the voices of the people with whom you are in confl ict 
if you hope to fi nd peace.  Diplomacy moderates, uni-
lateral actions radicalize.  Borders between Israel and 
Palestine must be settled by bilateral negotiations.  Pal-
estine and Israel are a long way from a just peace, but 
the fi rst steps towards peace must be taken together, 
down a road both sides agree is right.

—Laura Breslin is a senior in the College of Arts 
and Science and the president of Dores for Palestine.

Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from West Bank 
settlements better than no withdrawal at all

COLUMN
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McGeady: Fanaticism’s victims morally 
superior in the eyes of God
From MCGEADY, page 4
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As David Price took the mound in the bot-
tom of the ninth to preserve Vanderbilt’s 2-1 
lead against Austin Peay, it looked as though 
the Commodores would be returning to Nash-
ville victorious and at least somewhat early. 

So when James Ray hit a home run to send 
the game to extra innings, nobody was more 
taken aback than Price’s teammates.

“It was surprising because David was on 
the mound,” said freshman Pedro Alvarez. “It’s 
not what you expect, but things happen and we 
never let (Austin Peay) have the momentum.”

With the bases loaded in the top of the 
14th, Alvarez hit a fi rst-pitch curveball over 
the right fi eld fence for a game-winning grand 
slam. Although later than they expected, the 
Commodores eventually won, 6-2, and im-
proved to their record to 20-9 overall. Mean-
while, the Governors fell to 19-9 and saw their 
six-game winning streak come to an end.

Alvarez, who had also homered in the 
fourth inning, fi nished 2-for-6 with fi ve RBIs.

“I had the chance to bring in the run and 
possibly win the game, and I just wanted to 
make contact with the ball and get the run 
in,” Alvarez said. “I ended up hitting the home 
run, and I was happy.”

Vanderbilt’s pitchers also had reason to 
celebrate, as seven pitchers combined to throw 
14 innings, allowing just two runs on eight hits 
while striking out 21 batters. Th e 21 strikeouts 
were two off  the school record, which was set 
against Chattanooga in 1970.

Starting pitcher Josh Zeid gave up one run 
in 3.2 innings of work and was relieved by ju-
nior Casey Weathers, who threw 3.1 scoreless 

innings, allowing just two hits and striking out 
six.

“It was fun to get in there in a close game 
and hold it down,” Weathers said. “We never 
thought we were going to lose. We were going 
to stay there all night if we had to (in order) 
to win.”

Freshman Nick Christiani pitched a score-
less eighth and handed the ball over to Price, 
who had not given up a run in his last 19.1 in-
nings.

Aft er Ray led off  the inning with a homer, 
Price set down the next three Austin Peay hit-
ters to keep the game going. 

“We still thought we were going to win,” 
Price said. “I knew my teammates would help 
me pull that out.”

Sophomore Ty Davis shut down the Gover-
nors for the next three innings and sophomore 
Cameron Betourne pitched the fi nal two to 
earn the victory.

Governor Michael Parson matched 
Vanderbilt pitch-for-pitch for his fi rst three in-

nings, but found trouble in his fourth frame.
Sophomore Parker Hanks walked, sopho-

more Shea Robin singled and junior Matt 
Meingasner reached on a bunt single to the 
load the bases. Aft er sophomore David Macias 
lined out, Alvarez delivered the big blow.

“It was exciting, and anytime I can get up 
there and help out the team, I feel a necessity 
to come forward and try to do my best,” said 
Alvarez, who is batting .337 with a team-lead-
ing six home runs, 21 RBIs, 29 walks and .492 
on-base-percentage.

“Th e game has slowed down a little bit for 
me,” Alvarez said. 

“At the beginning of the year I was possibly 
trying to do too much and now I’m up there 
with a good approach, just seeing good pitches 
and putting the bat on the ball.”

Meingasner, Robin and sophomore Domi-
nic de la Osa all had a pair of hits and one 
run scored, while senior Brian Hernandez 
recorded a RBI groundout following Alvarez’s 
fourth-inning homer. 

Tonight Vanderbilt hosts Arkansas in game 
one of the three-game series. Price will take the 
mound against sophomore left -hander Nick 
Schmidt, who is second in the Southeastern 
Conference with a 1.69 ERA. 

“I know (Schmidt) pretty well – he’s one of 
my buddies,” Price said. “He’s really good, and 
they are a good team.”

Price said he is looking forward to the se-
ries and that he likes the direction the Com-
modores are going.

“We’re always confi dent — we’re 7-2 in the 
SEC and 20-9 overall,” Price said. “We’re feel-
ing good right now, and we’ve just got to come 
out and win tomorrow.”  ■

Alvarez powers past Austin Peay 

NEIL BRAKE /  VU Media Relations

Freshman Pedro Alvarez has been one of the Commodores’ best hitters since the beginning of SEC play. 
Alvarez is leading the team with 6 homeruns and is hitting an impressive .337 on the season.

BY JARRED AMATO
HUSTLER ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

In 2004, Vanderbilt started a new tra-
dition: Chancellor Gee runs on the field 
with the entire freshmen class, with the 

football team before the first home game 
of the season.

Hate it or love it, you can’t argue with 
the ideology: getting new students inte-
grated with the excitement and rush of 
college football, which hopefully spurs 
them to a high attendance rate during 
their years here.

For freshmen in Branscomb, football 
games aren’t really a big deal. In Scales, one 
could practically roll out of bed and hit the 
stadium. The walk from Vanderbilt-Bar-
nard Hall takes about ten minutes, while 
Kissam Hall students might want to leave 
a little earlier.

Consider for a moment, however, the 
arduous trek from Peabody campus to the 
football stadium. To get to the game the 
quickest way, students would walk past 
the Kissam area right between Wilson Hall 
and Central Library, continue between 
Rand and Buttrick, behind the mailroom, 
and then, finally, come within eyesight of 

Branscomb. In other words, they literally 
traverse the entire Vanderbilt campus be-
fore coming close to getting there.

There are fewer things that could stop 
a freshman from walking to Dudley Field 
than a long walk through a campus that 
they don’t know that well, not to mention 
crossing the continental divide that is 21st 
Avenue.

I understand the Freshman Commons 
topic has been beaten to death and dis-
cussed over and over again, and all kinds 
of task forces and committees have risen as 
a result of the impending cultural changes 
coming to our campus. However, largely 
overlooked in these discussions has been 
the potentially harmful effect that mov-
ing the freshman class to figurative Siberia 
will have on our athletic programs.

Attendance becomes the central con-
cern here: while Vanderbilt already has 
trouble persuading students to attend 
football and baseball games, the Freshman 
Commons could make that problem expo-
nentially more difficult. And, with Gee’s 
new ritual creating a culture of strong 
football attendance in new students, the 
Commons only undermine it further. 

Also, consider other sports that already 
suffer in attendance. How many freshmen 
will want to walk all the way across cam-
pus to see soccer, lacrosse or either of our 

tennis teams?
Even worse, this draws freshmen even 

further from the Recreation Center, creat-
ing a two-fold problem. First, it’s a workout 
just to get to there from Peabody, remem-
ber, these students will all be freshmen; 
they won’t have cars to drive over there, 
much less get there, work out and walk 
back—all the more reason not to stay in 
shape. Second, one of my favorite parts of 
freshman year—freshman intramurals—
could take a serious hit in participation. 
Teams will not want to make the journey 
all the way to the Rec Center fields or 
basketball courts if there is even the most 
minute possibility of the other team not 
showing up, since walking there, waiting, 
and walking back now becomes nearly an 
hour of wasted time.

All of that said, the Commons will not 
bring the same doom and gloom to ath-
letics that some have predicted for every 
other aspect of our existence. For starters, 
this move represents a huge victory for the 
athletics’ mission. Remember, way back 
in 2003, the administration dissolved the 
athletic department. Part of the explana-
tion for such a move was to further inte-
grate student-athletes with the rest of the 
student body, a task that the Commons 
performs perfectly.

Could the Commons help with recruit-

ing at all? It’s certainly possible, if having 
every single freshman student-athlete 
living within three minutes of each other 
further creates a type of athletics-family 
community. It’s much more plausible for 
the Commons to help recruiting than to 
hurt it.

What can we do about this? Freshman 
intramurals could almost develop further, 
with the entire class in such a small area. 
Ideally, having the community in such 
proximity could breed accountability; if 
both teams know the game will happen, 
then the walk over will be worth it. 

Attendance becomes a stickier issue. 
There needs to be a consistent reason or 
voice on the Peabody side of campus to 
convince the freshmen to make the voyage 
across the Great Divide. I’m not a market-
ing genius, and that is a difficult sell.

For students with practically no knowl-
edge of the campus or its athletics, and be-
ing so removed from the students who do 
know, any good plan needs to start with a 
massive amount of education, or culture-
planting. One possible starting place is 
taking advantage of the fact that the entire 
consumer base—the freshmen—are all in 
the same exact place; a unique, freshman-
only culture will rise every year, and if the 
cards are played right, part of that culture 
could be an increased athletic attendance.

Have a Vanderbilt-sponsored pre-game 
party on Peabody, with food and drinks 
for the students, like a mini-Vandyville. 
Have cool giveaways there too, like win-
ning the chance to participate in Punt, 
Pass and Kick competitions during half-
time or a free jersey. For baseball season, 
the giveaway could change to throwing out 
the first pitch. Maybe the band and Mr. C 
could make guest appearances, possibly 
right before all the students and staff take 
their ceremonial march through campus 
to the stadium.

Or, maybe a similar system of the Greek 
Cup could help, awarding the freshman 
halls or buildings that achieve the highest 
attendance rating. Possibly, we could add 
a special one-hour class, where grades are 
given based on how many athletic events 
freshmen attend during the year. 

Whatever the best solutions are, we now 
see that questions about the Commons not 
only center around the Greek and social 
community, but athletics as well.

One thing is for sure, however: the 
freshmen probably won’t need to work 
out at the Rec Center anymore. The miles 
they walk to get from their rooms to the 
football stadium will keep them in tip-top 
shape.  ■

COLUMN

Commons will alter campus athletics
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Temple replaces Kent State as home opponent in 2006
Working in conjunction with offi  cials 

from the Southeastern Conference and Mid-
American Conference, Vanderbilt has agreed 
to play the Temple Owls in football in the 
2006 football season.

Th e Vanderbilt-Temple game is sched-
uled for Sept. 30 at Vanderbilt Stadium. Prior 
to the switch, the Commodores were to face 

Kent State on that date.
Th e Vanderbilt-Kent State encounter will 

move to the 2007 season. 
Vanderbilt accepted the switch aft er 

offi  cials from both the MAC and SEC ap-
proached the school.

“Th is decision is intended to benefi t the 
MAC and its members,” said Brian Reese the 
director of sport operations for football. “As 
the newest member of the MAC, Temple and 

the conference were having diffi  culty com-
pleting their composite schedule for next 
year. Since Temple and Kent State are our 
common opponents, and therefore it’s not 
about losing a date, we tried to be as helpful 
as you could to all parties.”

Th e Commodores will have six home 
games during the 2006 season.  Aft er open-
ing the season with road games at Michigan 
and Alabama, the Commodores will play 

consecutive home games against Arkansas, 
Tennessee State and Temple. In the second 
half of the season, the Commodores will also 
play host to South Carolina, Florida and Ten-
nessee.

Last year, Temple struggled through the 
season.  Th e Owls fi nished the year 0-11, but 
played one of the hardest schedules in the na-
tion. Th e lost games to Arizona State, Miami, 
Virginia, Wisconsin and Clemson. Since the 

Owls were not yet part of the MAC, all of the 
games were out-of-conference. 

Vanderbilt and Temple have met once 
previously, though the encounter came be-
fore World War II. In 1935, one year aft er 
the retirement of legendary Vanderbilt head 
coach Dan McGugin, Temple defeated the 
Commodores 6-3 in Philadelphia.  ■

HUSTLER STAFF REPORTS

FOOTBALL

Grand slam in 14th inning leads 
Commodores to 6-2 road victory.

No. 12 Arkansas 
at No. 16 Vanderbilt

Today, 6 p.m. Pitching matchups: 
David Price (4-2, 2.26 ERA), Charley Boyce 
(2-1, 5.45 ERA)

Tomorrow, 2 p.m. Pitching match-
ups: Matt Buschmann (3-3, 4.27 ERA), 
Nick Schmidt (5-2, 1.69 ERA)

Sunday, 1 p.m. Pitching matchups: 
Cody Crowell (4-0, 1.76 ERA), Trey Hol-
loway (2-0, 3.10 ERA)
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MON 9:30AM 12 noon 5:30PM 7:15PM

TUE 12 noon 4:30PM 6:00PM

WED 9:30AM 12 noon 5:30PM 7:15PM

THUR 12 noon 4:30PM 6:00PM

FRI 9:30AM 12 noon 4:30PM

SAT 9:30AM 4:30PM

SUN 9:30AM 4:30PM

MTSU Blue 
Raiders 
slam past 
‘Dores, 6-1

Despite forcing three tiebreak-
ers throughout the day, Vanderbilt 
men’s tennis could not capital-
ize on their opportunities and 
fell to Middle Tennessee State on 
Wednesday, 6-1.

“It wasn’t what I had in mind, 
I didn’t think we played well,” said 
head coach Ian Duvenhage. “I real-
ly felt like we’d been building some-
thing in the last three matches, but 
unfortunately this was a step back. 
We will definitely have to regroup 
before Friday.”

The No. 31 Blue Raiders (12-6) 
handed the No. 63 Commodores 
(7-10) their first match loss in 
eight tries, led by a pair of Euro-
pean giants in Andreas Siljestrom 
and Marco Born. 

They teamed up to crush Van-
derbilt’s Andy Mack and Evan Du-
faux in doubles, 8-2. Siljestrom lat-
er downed Ryan Preston in singles, 
6-1, 6-4.

Preston and Jordan Magarik 
delivered the lone doubles victory 
for the Commodores at No. 2, de-
feating Kai Schledorn and Bran-
don Allan, 7-6.

Vanderbilt’s only other win of 
the day came from the singles play 
of Nik Cromydas, who beat Middle 
Tennessee State’s Morgan Richard 
in a tiebreaker, 4-6, 6-4, 7-6(6). 
The Blue Raiders won the other 
five singles matches.

Vanderbilt plays host to the 
Florida Gators today at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Currey Tennis Center.  ■

BY ANDY LUTZKY
HUSTLER ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

MEN’S TENNIS

He might not fi t the typical description 
of a professional racecar driver, but to Law-
son Aschenbach, a senior in the School of 
Engineering, being unique is perfectly fi ne.

While most seniors are currently looking 
for employment, Aschenbach is racing in 
the Sports Car Club of America Speed World 
Challenge. Th is past weekend, he won his 
fi rst race on the circuit, fi ghting back from 
fourth place to take the checkered fl ag in St. 
Petersburg, Fla.

“It was perfect all race, and I just almost 
blew it twice,” Aschenbach said following 
the race.  “But I was able to come back, and 
there was some good luck, and we were able 
to get the win out there.”

It was a lifelong journey to Saturday’s 
win, and it wasn’t always crystal clear. A 
year ago, Aschenbach had no sponsor and 
no ride. Aft er a stint with a Porsche team in 
the International Motor Sports Association 
GT3 Cup, where his experience was deemed 
too high, his career looked somewhat un-
certain. 

“I really wasn’t sure what I was going to 
do,” Aschenbach said. “I didn’t have the fi -
nancial backing to move up, and I got lucky 
that the same team had a team in the pro 
series.”

Aschenbach seized the opportunity, fi n-
ishing third in his professional debut with 
the Porsche team. He felt fortunate just to be 
racing, as success in the sport relies heavily 
upon sponsors and funding.

“Th e problem with racing is that it’s all 
about money,” Aschenbach said. “Racing 
is the one sport where no matter what, the 
more money you spend, the better. You can’t 
win with a bad car, it doesn’t work.”

Skill is also important, since he races on 
road courses and even city streets. It was 
clear at a young age Aschenbach was deft  
behind the wheel, beginning when his fa-
ther would take the eight-year-old and his 
brother to race go-karts. 

“It’s not like anything you see at the 
beach or pay two dollars to ride around,” 
Aschenbach said.

In go-karts, made for youngsters in-

terested in racing, 
Aschenbach was 
mastering his craft  
early in life. Virtual-
ly every professional 
racecar driver be-
gins by racing them. 
Once he turned 16, 
Aschenbach began 
racing cars, which 
eventually brought 
him to where he is 
now. 

He will soon become one of the few pro-
fessional drivers with a college degree (there 
are only a handful of American born driv-
ers in his circuit), let alone a degree from 
a prestigious school such as Vanderbilt. As 
one can imagine, balancing schoolwork 
with travels for racing can get fairly stressful 
and diffi  cult. A double major in engineering 
science and mathematics, Aschenbach’s de-

sire for an education has never wavered.
“I want to race, but I want to get a good 

education,” Aschenbach said. “If racing 
doesn’t work out, I need something to fall 
back on, which is very important.”

Education was also very important to 
Aschenbach’s parents, who have been more 
supportive of the potentially dangerous 
sport than one might think. His father al-
ways had an interest in cars and has made a 
career selling them.

“My dad always supported my racing,” he 
said. “He has paid for it at certain points.”

Ashcenbach’s mother shares the same 
support.

“She’s scared sometimes...but she under-
stands that you can’t get in the way of some-
one’s dreams, if they’re realistic,” Aschen-
bach said.

While he has accomplished a great deal, 
Aschenbach remains humble. Most in the 
Vanderbilt community probably had no 

idea there was a professional driver on cam-
pus. One person who does know is Chan-
cellor Gordon Gee, who has a quote about 
Aschenbach on the driver’s webpage, www.
lawsonaschenbach.com, saying he hopes to 
“congratulate him at two fi nish lines -- one 
with a checkered fl ag and the other with his 
Vanderbilt degree.”

“I’ve never actually met him,” Aschen-
bach said, “but I kind of want to thank him 
for that quote.” 

If his success so far provides any indica-
tion, Aschenbach will be racing for a long 
time. He plans on making a career out of 
racing. Other signs, such as his deal with 
Porsche or his AXA Financial sponsorship, 
also imply that Aschenbach is in profes-
sional racing to stay. Th ese races can even be 
viewed on television on the Speed Channel.

“I’m very fortunate in the spot I have 
right now,” said Aschenbach. “Th e situation 
I’m in is incredible.”   ■

RACING

Aschenbach is ready to race
BY WILL GIBBONS

HUSTLER SPORTS EDITOR

PHOTO PROVIDED

Senior Lawson Aschenbach will pursue a career in professional racing when he graduates in May.  Aschenbach has already competed in numerous races.

Aschenbach
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SUDOKU 04-05 Solutions

FUN & GAMESFUN & GAMESFUN & GAMES

TO SOLVE: FILL IN THE BLANKS SO THE NUMBERS 1-9 APPEAR JUST 
ONCE IN EACH HORIZONTAL ROW, VERTICAL COLUMN AND 3X3 BOX.

UNTITLED  BY MATTHEW TOLLIVER

TRANQUILITY  BY MOHAMMAD HASSANDI

SURFING AT SUNSET  BY ALAN DYER

CURIOSITY  BY RAYMOND DRAKE UNTITLED  BY ALEXIS RIORDAN

UNTITLED  BY ALEX NASER

UNTITLED  BY JASON THEOBALD
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CONTEST 
CONTINUES!

KEEP THOSE 
SUBMISSIONS

COMING!

STOP BY 
SARRATT 
130 OR 

EMAIL THEM 
TO EDITOR@
VANDERBILT

HUSTLER.
COM.

The Hustler is appreciative of the high interest in our 
Photo Contest. Unfortunately, due to a high volume 
of talented submissions and limited space, we are 
only able to print a fraction of what we receive. 
We would like to thank everyone for participating.

BOSTON

HAWAII

BELIZE 

SMOKIES


