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V A N D E R B L T U N V E R S T y 

SHIFTING PERSPECTIVES: 

A new look at how society shapes gender 
by LINDA MANNING 

WOMEN'S CENTER DIRECTOR 

L 
lH.:ia Albino Gilbert , who will 
de liver the 1998 Margaret Cun­
inggim Lecture, has focused her 
work as a teacher and scho lar on 

understanding how changing percep­
tions of gender affect the lives of men 
and women. A professor of educational 
psychology and director of the Center 
for \Vomen's Stud ies at the University of 
Texas at Austin , Dr. Gilbert is an award­
winning scholar of the psycho logy of 
women and is much sought-after as a 
speaker fur professional and lay audi­
ences on topics related to her research. 

Duri ng her long and prolific career, 
s he has examined the effects of gender 
on counseling and psychotherapy, role 
conflict and coping, women's career 
development , parenting and adolescent 
development , and the functioning of 
dual-career fam il ies. 

Emerging gender pers pectives frame 
her present wo rk. This includes a com­
prehensive chapte r on gender and coun­
sel ing psycho logy for the H(mdiJOoll of 
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Plt•mu· joifl us 
T/,,·srlfl,t ~ . \"orember :) 

for I ht' 

Dr. Lttt'ia Gilbert 

Cou11scli11g l'syclwlngy, her latest book, 
Gc11der a11el Sex i11 Cor111sdi11g a11d Psy ­
clwthcmpy, and her curren t studies on 
ac tive gender processes in marita l and 
dating relationships. 

It is a special plensure fo r me to 
bring Dr. G ilbert to Vanderbilt. Dur ing 
my years in graduate school, l took sev­
eral courses from her and worked as her 
research assistnnt for four years. She is a 
signirican t mento r and friend who 
strongly influenced the direction of my 
professional life. 

In a recent interview, Dr. Gi lbert 
spoke about her new book, her curren t 
research , and the upcoming Margaret 
Cuninggim Lecture. 

Manning: Gender nnd changing con­
ceptions of gender seem to be the th read 
that ties a ll o f your research together. 

Gi lbert: That's right. The ways in 
which social science views gender and 
the ways in which the public uses the 
word are very different. I view gender as 
something located in the culture, some­
thing that happens every day. l look at 
how we participate in construc ting the 

same o ld stereotypes over 
and over again. If we are 
conscious of this, that's 
one thing, but if we are 
unconscious, how can we 
change it? I am looking at 
how lnngunge, for exam­
ple, limits whnt we see and 
how we express ou rselves. 
I have been studying this 

':':.'JO p.m. • Wilson /Jall. Hoom 126 

forever. Early in my career, 
I s tudied women's career 
development. I looked a t 
the external barriers to 
women at a time when 

LUCIA A. GILBERT 
1998 1\-largarct Cu11i11ggim Lecturer 

everyone else was examining internal 
barrie rs like low self-esteem o r lack of 
self-confidence. But these developed in 
a context. There was a concept o f 
women out the re in the workplace. The 
workplace was saying, "\Ve do n't want 
you to participate; we think you are not 
capable." Women internali zed this. l am 
inte rested in the ways we s till construct 
gender day to day. 

Manning: Tell me about your current 
research. 

Gilbert: We are looking at the domi­
nant discourses about sexuali ty and elat­
ing and how those dominant discourses 
can be inte rrupted . \Ve are studying 15-
to 21-year-olds. There is a lack of a 
female discourse of desire; women 
remain the objec ts o f desire. \Ve ask 
young women, "vVould you be wi lling 

COlli i11ued 011 page 2 



Shifting perspectives of gender continued fro/11 page 1 

to pay your own way on a date?" And 
they say "A bso lutely not!" We ask if 
they would ask men out on a date and 
they say "Absolutely no t!" We have se t 
up analogue s tudies using a series of 
role plays. Young women and men are at 
a party and one asks another out. There 
a rc two conditions: In o ne the man ini­
tia tes and in the o ther 

Manning: I understand that your 
new book, Gwdcr cmd Sex i11 Counseling 
<111(/ Psy dwthcrapy , has j ust been p ub­
lished by Ally n &: Bacon. Can you tell 
me a little about it? 

Gilbert: It is the only one like it. I 
wrote the book wi th Murray Scher, who 
is the editor of the Ilnndlmoli for Cow1-

special. I wanted to do something differ-( 
ent , not just talk about Ill)' research . So I 
did it as a dialogue, w ith my d aughter 
Melissa , on the dilemmas of being a 
femi nist educator. We examined praxis, 
how we put our beliefs into practice, in 
terms of being a parent and in terms o f 
being a teacher. Melissa is in her second 
year of teaching middl e school. I went 

the woman initiates . 
Then , in a second role 
play, the woman tries to 
move the relationship 
toward more intimacy. 
It is intriguing how 
they define this for 
themselves. In the last 

'' I view gender as something 
located in the culture, 
something that happens 
every day. 

to her school and interviewed her stu ­
d ents. She has always been a big part of 
my work. 

Manning: Yes, I can remember w hen 
I took a class with you in graduate 
school and we all brought our children 
to class. \Ve watched them interact with 
one another and interviewed them 
about their career goals. \Vc were look­
ing a t the effects or gender even then , 
almost 20 years ago. 

scene, the man says 
that he is no t ready to be more intimate. 
The role p lays are followed by focus 
group discussions with the participants . 
The first time that we did this, we sim­
ply lis tened to the discussion. The sec­
ond time we asked, "\Vhat about this, 
what about that?" "How would you fe el 
in this s ituation ?" And we followed up a 
month later to see if the dominant dis­
course had changed . I should have some 
o f the data analyzed by November and 
will include some of the findings in the 
lecture. 
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sc/ing Men. It is written as a textbook for 
grad uate courses in counseling, socia l 
work or psychology. It hel ps counselors 
to look at all they thought they knew 
about gender and why we can't j ust sub­
stitute the word gender for the word 
sex. The firs t two chapters review the 
research on sex d ifferences. Basically, the 
o nly 1 rue sex differences arc that women 
produce eggs and men produce sperm. 
If you look at anyth ing else, there is 
tremendous overlap . 

Ma nning: I understand that you were 
recently awarded the Carolyn \Vood 
She rif Award by the Division o f the Psy­
chology of Women of the American 
Psycho logical Association . This award is 
the highest honor given for research and 
teaching in the Psychology of Women. 
What was the topic of your Carolyn 
Wood Sherif lec ture at APA? 

Gilbert: Yes, that presentation was 

In your new book )'Ott write , "Gen­
de r is fa r more 1 han a role assigned to 
women and men . Gender becomes 
involved in the defining o r women's and 
men's desired characte ris tics and behav­
iors and is enacted and reenacted mil­
lions of times a d ay ve rbally and 
nonverhally, in cver')•day and legal lan­
guage, in institutional policies and prac­
tices, and in societal no rms and 
standards." Is th is what you will be ta lk­
ing about in the Margaret Cuninggim 
Lecture? 

Gilbert: Yes, my talk is titled "Shift­
ing Perspectives: Locating Gender in 
Context." I want to talk abou t gender 
and contemporary meanings of gender. I 
hope to relate to people's everyday lives. 
I want them to have a diffe rent view of 
th ings when they leave. 

Till~ ~ hm; umT t:t ,\[\(;(;1)1 ta·:n'l'lm is given (llllllUIIIy 0 11 th e 
theme of women in w lture and society. This endowed lecture was launched 
i11 1988, to 111arh th e JOt/1 Wl lliversmy of the Womens 
Ccnte1; and is named in honor of Margaret Cuninggi111 , 
who served liS \lander/Jilt s last Dew1 of Women and 
later as Dean of Student Services lit the university. 
f unds fa r the endowment were COIItl'ibut cc/ by the Van­
derbilt Alumni Associat ion, nlcm/Jers of Dew1 Cuning­
gim s f amily, and a host of fri ends and other doiiCJrS on 
ca mpus and in the comnlllllily. MARGARET 

CUNINGGIM 
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Take Back the Night on Oct. 19 
Members of the Vanderbilt and Belmont university communities will join 

together Monday, October 19 to "Take llack the Night " and raise their voices 
against sexual and domestic violence. The event includes a march, a speak-out, 
and an opportunity to ge t help and information from local service agencies. 

Two Belmont students, Kelly Harris and Jackson Miller, have spearheaded 
the effort to organize the event and are being co-sponsored at Vanderbilt by the 
Margaret Cuninggim Women's Center. 

The night's activities will begin at 7 p.m. near the 13elmont 
bell tower with an opening ceremony and remarks by several 
survivo rs of violence. Partic ipants will receive penlights to 
carry during a march down 18th Avenue South and Edgehill 
Avenue to the Magnolia Circle area of the Peabody campus. 

After the march, there will be an opportunity for a 
speak-out in which participants can share their own s to-
ries or comment on the issue of violence. Professional 
counselors will be available to talk with those who need 
help, and several service providers and educational 
groups, including the YWCA and the Rape ami Sexual Abuse 
Center, will have tables set up at Magnolia Circle. 

Take Back the Night began in England in 1877 as a way for women to 
protest the violence they experienced walking in the streets at night. The firs t 
event in the United States was held in San Francisco 20 years ago, as women 
and men continued to protes t violence against women , especially sexual assault. 
Kelly Harris of Belmont Sa)'S she has a "personal interest in and passion about" 
domestic violence, which was heightened when she did a research paper on the 
subject. j ackson Miller had attended a Take Back the Night march in New 
Orleans and was interested in o rganizing such an event in Nashville. 

lf you would like to help organize the program or participate in the evening, 
con tact Hilary Forbes at the Women's Center, 322-6518. 

r:very Fift(."CI1 Se(:onds 

It ~ pmaical~v 11 poprtlar crtllun· diclrc .... 
"rmy f!ftmr SC(clJJds llli'OIIIc111 is hit." 

But 1 guns i({jfl.\t tlllt1111bcr 
rmtil it happms to )'Oft. 

Wthmwrt'ri SCI'CII war.' old 
/ / 

cmd )'tlll sta11d there, ll'atchiH,g, 

As your mMher f., ,-/]()ked wltil 
IH'I}w· tum.' p11rplc 

A11d she crump/c..; tc> thcjloor 
like a rMc doused a•ith pnricidc. 

A 11d whn t m11 you do? 
ci'CI)'OIIC: i..; SO . . . 

tall. 

But 1 ~IlL'S.' its jtl5t ll lllliiJbcr 
<; • 

umil it happc11s to you. 

lw l t·~l(•v I incll'l , 
l>ivmitv '>d10ol g1 .Jdii.J ie -.tucll'lll 

October is 
Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month 

It Was 20 Years Ago Today ... 
Ill lll e 20 y ears sillce til e f oulldillg of til e Malg(lret Cullillggim Womell~ Cellte1; tll ere lws becll rCIIwrlwble 
cilallgc ill some c1re(ls of life (It Vclllder/Ji/t, (lllc/ surprisillgly little ill others. 

Student enrollment - University total 
{Until1972, university policy dictated that only half as many 
women as men could be admitted to each freshman class. [his 
limitation was gradually phased out during the 1970s.} 

Women 3,061 (42%) 
Men 4,312 

Women 5,005 (49%) 
Men 5,105 

Athletic scholarships 1 woman received a partial 
athletic scholarship 

91 women received full or partial 
athletic scholarships 

Women's Studies program 

Faculty 
Total (non-medical) faculty 

Tenured (non-medical) faculty 

October 1998 

2 courses offered 

Women 
Men 

Women 
Men 

122 (22%) 
440 

19 (6%) 
304 

13 courses, a minor, and an 
interdisciplinary major offered 

Women 232 (28%) 
Men 607 

Women 113* (20%) 
Men 445* 

' Includes tenure and tenUfe track positions 
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'Our Bodies, Ourselves' author 
launches womens speakers series 

judy Norsigian, co-author of the 
ground-breaking women's health man­
ual Our Bodies, Ourselves and the newly 
revised Our Bodies, Ourselves for tile New 
Ccntwy, will speak at Van­
derbilt Oc t. 14. 

Norsigian is slated to 
discuss "Ho t To pics in 
\Vomen's Health" during 
he r 7 p .m. talk in Wilson 
Hall , Room I 03. ller 
speech will be fo llowed hy 
a receptio n and hook sign­
ing. 

Nors igian speaks and 
writes on a variety of 
women's health topics, 
including reproductive health, contra­
ceptive research , tobacco and women , 
and midwifery advocacy. She has 
appeared on such national television 
programs as "Oprah," 'Today," and 
"NBC Nightly News." She is currently 
the program directo r of the Boston 
Women's llealth Book Collective, which 
publishes Our Bodies, Ourselves. 

Nors igian's appearance is part of a 
1998-99 speake rs series, "Celebrating 
the Struggle: 150 Years o f Change." The 

series commemorates the 150th anniver­
sary of the Seneca Falls Convention , 
which launched the women's rights 
movement. Organization of the series is 

a collaborative effort of 
the ~vlargaret Cuninggim 
\\'omen's Center, the 
O pportunity Development 
Center, and the \\1omen's 
Studies Program. 

Some of the othe r 
speakers in the series arc: 
• Sociologist Elizabeth 
Higginbotham , Nov. 11 , 
"Black Professional 
\Vomen: Race, Gender 
and Critical \York Issues." 

Mary Daly, jan. 28 , "Quintessence: 
Realizing the Archaic Future." 

• Lindsay I<ec , Feb. 11 , "Weight Obses­
s ion Among \Vomen at Vanderbilt and 
lv!TSU. " 

• Elizabeth Schneider, r:eb. 25, "Domes­
tic Violence , Political Reform and the 
Law." 

• Emily Martin , March 9, "Flexible Bod­
ies: Tracking Immunity in American 
C ulture from the Days of Polio to the 
Age of AIDS." 

• PHE"MINIS'f ?HUN WlfH PH I LOSOPHY• o 
WC:. HAY~?:" 13.E"J:"N -r"oi-P 1'"1/A'f 
~ tf\AN " IS A GE:.NG:.P-~c. "f'F:Pd1. 

11" M~ANS ~HUMANKIN~·: 
C..ONStDG.R "f"~S: 1'AMoug !S>'U..OGISM: 

MAN IS MO R.TAL. 

XL 
ARISIDTLE" I~ A MAN. 

~~ 
~~dj?~J) 

IHERF:POR(1 ARISTOTl-E IS MORTAL. 
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Brumberg examines 
changes facing 
?Jdolescent girls 

joan jacobs l3rumherg, a noted 
scholar and author whose work 
focuses on the chang ing historical 
experience of girls in adolescence, 
will speak at Vanderbi lt Thursday, 
October 8. 

"From Corsets to Bod y Piercing: 
How Histo ry and Culture Shape the 
Exp~ ri ences of 
American Girls" 
is the title of 
Brumberg's 4 

p.m. ta lk in 
Wilson llall , 
Room 126. Her 
appearance is 
sponsored by 
Students for 
\\'o men's Con-
cerns. 

JOAN JACOBS 
BRUMBERG 

l3rumberg's most recent book is 
Tl1e llvcly Project: An lnlintatc llistVI)' 
vf Amcricmt Gi rls , in which she 
draws from the diaries of girls over 
the past 100 years. 13rumberg 
explains "how the pressures on 
young wo men have accumulated , 
making girls at the close of the 20th 
cemury more anxious than eve r 
bcforl' about their bodies, and, there­
fore, themselves." 

l3rumherg is a Stephen H. Weiss 
Pro fessor at Cornell University, 
where she teaches in the fields of 
his to ry, human d evelopment and 
women's sllldies. 

A brown-bag lunch group 
for lesbian and bisexual staff, 
faculty and graduate students 
meets each month at the 
Women's Center. The group will 
gather from 11 :45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on the following Wednesdays: 
Oct. 14, Nov. 11 and Dec. 9. For 
more information, contact 
Melinda Brown at 322-6285. 

\VolllCIIS VU 
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Calendar 
of Events 

PLEASE SAVE AND POST. 

Uulrs~ Pthnwisc stated, all 

proxrcun ~ arc held w the 

Cwriug,~irn Ccurn: frwrh/in 

lJuilcliug, J 16 \Vest Side Row. 

fpr IIIOfC' iii{OI'IIICitiml 0 11 t/te 

C\'CII tS listed, WI/ 322--18-fJ. 

Monday, Od. 19 
7p.m. 

October 1998 

October 1998 
Thursday, October 1 
\Vomen and Investing Series. This monthly series begins with "Preparing for f-inancial 
Independence: A Woman's Guide to Prudent Investing," with Melanie Dean, of Morgan 
Stanley Dean Willer. 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, October 6 
Creative life Planning Group. Bonnie Brown leads "How to he a Highly Effective 
\Voman ," a seve n-pan series based on Stephen Covey's book, Scwu Ha!Jits of Highly fJ{cc ­
tivc People. New members welcome. This group meets every Tuesday, noon 10 I p.m. 

\Vomen and HIV: living with HIV. Two women (one white, one black) from the 
Nashville CARES "f-irst Person" project talk about living with I II V. Co-sponsored by the 
Women's Center and the Black Cultural Center. 7 p.m. Participants will have the o ppor­
lllllity to s ign up for the AIDS Walk on Oct 18. Sec also Oct. 13 cutry aud article, page 7. 

Thursday, October 8 
Managing l\tenopause. Nancy Anderson , from the Psychological and Counseling Center, 
leads a discussion on the emotional/psycho logical issues faced by women during menopause. 
Noon. 

From Corsets to Body Piercing: How Ilistory and Culture Shape the Expedenccs of 
Americail Girls. Talk by joan jacobs Brumberg. 4 p.m. Wilson Hall, Room 126. Sec article, 
page 4. 

Sunday, October 11 
Anti-Sexual Assault Project (A.S.A.P.) training for s ltldents leaders, resident advisers, 
and peer counselors and educators. 3 p.m. SAE House. Sec art icle, page 7. 

Monday, October 12 
Boo){ Group meets to d iscuss Sleeping at tire Starl itc Motel aud Other Adveuturcs 011 tire 
\Vay Bach Horne by Bailey vVhite. 5: 15 p.m. 

journal Painting Workshop. julie Russe11 repeats a popular program in which she 
shares the techniques for c reating a painting journal. An art ist and yoga instructor, 
Russel l shows how such a j ournal can be used to explore percep­
tions, dreams, re lationships, and the path toward wholeness. The 
three-part series wi ll meet on Monday nights, beginning Oct. 12, 
from 5 to 7 p.m. a t the Community Partnership House annex. Cost 
l'or staff is $25 for the entire series or $15 l'or one session; for stu­
dents, $15 for the entire series or $8 for o ne session. To regis te r, call 
Hilary Forbes at 322-6518 o r e-mail hilarr. forb es@vanderbilt.edu. 

Julie Russell ---
Tuesday, October 13 
\Vomcn and HIV: \Vhat's New, \Vhat's Not. Learn what's new in preven ting transmission 
of HIV in this program at the I3lack Cultural Center wi th Victoria Harris, from the AIDS 
Clinical Trial Center. 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 14 
Our Bodies, Omselves: Hot Topics in. \Yo men 's Health with judy Nors igian, co-author 
of Our noclies, Ourselves for the New Cc11twy. 7 p.m. Wilson 103. Sec article, page 4. 

Monday, October 19 
Take Back the Night. A march and speak-o u t to protest vio lence against women. Bel­
mont and Vanderbilt campuses. 7 p.m. Sec article, page J. 
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IN THE LIBRARY ... BARBARA CLARKE 
\\h mcns Cente r librarian 

In war and peace: reconsidering the roles of women 
Tl1 c Women 1111(1 \Var Reader (New 

York Univers ity Press, 1998) , edited by 
Lois Ann Lo rentzen and J ennifer Turpin, 
explores the con nection between gender 
and warfare. The vo lume's 3 7 chapte rs 
include one by each of the ed itors and 
g ive a comprehensive p ic ture from a 
variety of pers pectives. 

It is common!)' believed that men are 
naturally aggressive and prone to figh t 
and that females are peace- loving. The 
researchers show how this no tion is 

incorrect and 
the s ituatio n 
is actually 
much mo re 
complex. The 
bo ok also 
details the 
diffe rent ways 
in which war 
affec ts men 
and women. 
Once men 
were more 
likely to be 
casualties in 

military opera tions; today soldiers are 
less likely to die than a re female civil­
ians. Women are a lso more likely to be 
war refugees and many of these become 
victims of rape and other violence. 

Contributo rs discuss the connec­
tion be tween militaJ')' cult ure and vio­
lence agains t females and between 
pa tr iarchy and militarism. There a re 
selections on military women; the d if­
fer ing views held by femin ists on 
women and war; the intersection of 
class, gende r, e thnicity and milita rism ; 
and how females have been affected hy 
conn icts in many areas of the world. A 
number of chap ters arc devoted to 
motherhood and warfare and to 
women's ro les in peace movements. 
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Billie Wright Dziech and Michael W. 
Hawki ns aim their new volume, Sexual 
Harassment in Highe r Education: Rejlcc­
lious Cl ll(l New Pa spcct ives (Garland , 
1998) , pa rt icularly a t college adminis­
trators and facult )' members. Their 
advice on sex ual harassment "ex plores 
some of the controversial and over­
looked concerns that have emerged in 
educa tors' s truggle to 

cases involving accusat io ns of sexual 
harassment a t un iversities and colleges. 

A valuable contribution to women's 
s tudies is The Render's Companion to 
U.S. Women's History ( Houghton lvli f­
Oin , 1998), edited by \;\,'ihna Mankiller, 
Gwendolyn Mink , Marysa Navarro , Bar­
bara Sm ith and Gloria Steinem. From the 

beginning, the editors 
dete rmined that the vol­unders tand and cope 

with this elusive prob­
lem.'' llawkins is a 
lawyer expe rienced in 
harassment cases w hile 
Dz iech is an educator 
and the co-author of the 
well-known The Lc.'chr r­
ous Professor: Sexual 

I II 1: 1: 1:,\ II I. II "" lllllC should renec t the 
experiences o f all groups 
of women in this count I')'; 

they excluded biographies 
due to space constraints . 

t " ( J \I I' j\ ' I ' ' f\ 

r o 1 :-. 

\\~ ) I L ( ~I l "s 
I I is L ( )t 'V Over 300 experts were 

Hnrassrncrr l on Campus. 

commissioned to write 
more than 400 art icles. 
Examples o ft he entries 
included are "Electoral 
feminism" and "Marches" 
hy Patricia Ireland; 

Among the topics 
de tailed b)' the writers 
are the responsibilit ies 

• 

and polic ies of academ ic institutions; 
legal rulings on sex ual harassment since 
1975; how to help women deal wi th 
harassmen t; consen.sual relat io nships 
between facu lt )' members and s tudents; 
and male s tudents and harassment. An 
appendix lis ts man y o f the U.S. court 

"\ ·Vomen's Environment and Develop­
melll Organization" hy Bella Abzug; 
"l3lacl< Women's Co lleges" by Jo hnnetta 
R. Cole; ''feminist Jurisprudence" and 
"Sexual Harassment" hy Catharine A. 
Mac l< innon"; and "Commu nism" by 
Angela Y. Davis. 

"Throughout U.S. history women of all races have lived and 
worked as men for various reasons. For many it was a way of 
gaining access to the social, financial, and sexual privileges 
denied them as women. By the eighteenth century, Anglo-Ameri­

Frances Clalin 
was one of 

hundreds of 
women who 

cross·dressed to 
serve in the 

Civil War. 

can balladry abounded with tales of women 
who swapped skirts for trousers to follow their 
true love to war. Newspaper reports reveal, 
however, that many more dressed as men to 

~ enter 'maswline' ocwpations." 
- from Tile Reader 's Companion 

to U.S. Women 's History 

\\'lm1ens \'U 



Stories fro1n the front 
Two women with clifferent experiences of the AIDS epi­

demic will share their personal s tories in "Living with HIV," a 
program at the Women's Center, Tuesd ay, Oct. 6 at 7 p .m. 

One of the speakers is a white woman; the other is 
African -American. One is I IIV positive; the other lost a very 
close loved one to AIDS. Although their experiences are dif­
ferent , the two women have shared the same challenge of 
"watching people turn their backs ," accord-
ing to 13obbi Lee \Vilis, coordinator of the 
First Person program for Nashvi lle CA RES. 
First Person trains those affected by 
HIV/AIDS to tell their personal s tories of 
struggle. 

Wills notes that women are one of the 
fastest growing groups of people with HI V. 
At Nashville CARES, the number of women 
clients has do ubled in each of the 

A sho\v-and-tell on safe sex 
Cindy Young, assistant director for programs at the Black 

Cultural Center, is troubled by the overheard conversations 
and second-hand stories she hears involving young women 
and their attitudes toward sex. 

" In this clay and age, you would think evetyone would be 
vet"}' careful , but that is not what's happening," Young says. 
Young women talk about seeing an attractive new man on 

campus, and vow to pursue him without 
any concern about his background o r past 
experiences. tvlany of the s tudents believe 
that th eir carefree attitudes toward sex rep­
resent "a 90s kind of thing - l'm a free 
woman and I can do what I want. " 

Young said preca utions about safe sex 
need to be voiced again and again because 
so many students seem to be ignoring 

past two years. The problem has 
reached a crisis level among 
African-American women, in par­
ticular. Two-thirds of the women 

A two-pm·t program 
co-sponsm·ecliJy tire Women's Center 

and tire Blacll Cultru·al Center 

them. In the second of a two-part 
series, the Black Cultural Center 
will host a program Tuesday, Oct. 
13 at 7 p .m . titled "\Vomen and 
I-I IV: W hat's New, \Vhat's Not." 

in Davidson Country who have 
tested positive since 1993 are African-American. Nationally, a 
state of emergency was declared for African-American women 
after their infection rate for HIV douiJicd in one recent eight­
month period. It is estimated that one in every 50 African­
American women in the U.S. is now infected wi th HI V. 

HIV in women is often linked to complex social and cul­
tu ra l issues, including domestic violence, substance abuse, 
and lack of power and self-esteem, \Vilis says. Her program 
aims to "put a face on" HIV and drive ho me the message that 
anyone can contract it. "If you are not worrying about the 
past practices of your sexual partners, and )'OU don't think it 
can happen to you, then you are at risk," she argues. 

The program will be led by 
Victoria Harris , from the AIDS Clinical Trial Center at Vander­
bilt University Medical Center. Harris will conduct a "show­
and-te ll" of new and improved paraphernalia for safe sex -
condoms, dental dams, gels and other products. She wi ll dis­
cuss what the products are used for, how they are used and 
where they are available. 

Young hopes the presentation of techn ical information 
about such products will lead to a broader dialogue and dis­
cussion about women and their attitudes toward sex. 

Regist ration forms wi ll be available at both programs for 
those interested in participating in the local AIDS \ ·Valk, to be 
held Sunday, Oct. lR at the Bicentennial Mall. 

Touring company trains peer educators Child and family counseling 
In a relatively new service, the 
Psychological and Counseling Cen­
ter is offering child and family treat­
ment to Vanderbilt staff, faculty and 
students. Individual, group and fam­
ily treatment is available, as well as 
school liaison services. For more 
information, contact Dr. Rhonda 
Venable at 322-2571. 

A national touring company of stu­
dents from ilrown , Yale and the Univer­
s it )' of Virginia wi ll conduct a training 
session at Vanderbil t this month to facil­
itate peer education programs on sub­
jects such as date rape, dating violence 
and alcohol use. The Anti-Sexual Abuse 
Project (A.S.A.P. ) training is intended 
for students leaders, resident advisers 
and peer educators/counselors. 

The Women's Center and the Office 

October J 998 

of Alcohol and Other Drug Education 
are bringing the program to campus. 

The training session wi ll .be held 
Sunday, Oct. II at 3 p.m. at the SAE 
House. The event is limited to 50 
trainees. Cost is $20 per participant; 
some scholarships funds arc available 
from the \\'omen's Center and Associate 
Provos ljohan Madson. Contac t Hila ry 
Forbes at 322-65 L8 for more informa­
tion. 
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Announcements · .. · · · . 
• Vanderbilt Students for Women's Concerns meets 

every Tuesday at 7:15 p.m. in the Community Partnership 
House. All interested students are welcome to join the 
group in its efforts to raise awareness of women's issues 
on campus and in the larger community. SWC members 
will participate in several outreach and community service 
projects during the semester. 

• The Rape and Sexual Abuse Center is looking for vol­
unteers for its 24-hour crisis line. The center will offer 
intensive volunteer train ing later this month. For informa­
tion, contact volunteer coordinator Dot Hatfield at 259-9055. 

• The National Women's Studies Association will hold 
its 20th annual conference June 17-20, 1999 in Albu­
querque. The conference for scholars, teachers, students 
and activists has three areas of focus: the interdisciplinarity 
of women's studies; feminism and post-colonialism; and 
life after graduation for women's studies students. Propos­
als for papers, panels, workshops and roundtables are due 
by Nov. 15. For more information, e-mail conference coordi­
nator Beatrice Thompson at bthompson@ou.edu. 

. ' . .- . 

Create a winner 
The Women's Center is offering a 
$75 gift certificate to the person 
submitting the best design for a t-shirt to commem­
orate our 20th anniversary. Use your creativity, 
humor and great ideas to come up with a winner. 
The deadline to submit an entry is Oct. 16. Contact 
Hilary Forbes at 322-6518 for information. 

• The Belmont University Center for Entrepreneur­
ship will hold a forum for businesswomen Oct. 15 on cred­
ibility. Barbara Pagano, a business consultant, will advise 
attendees on how to maximize their credibility as business 
leaders. The 5 to 9 p.m. program includes small-group dis­
cussions. A registration fee of $50 is due by Oct. 15; regis­
tration forms are available at the Margaret Cuninggim 
Women's Center. 
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