Third lesson plan
A Test of True Love--Doug Bell

John Blanchard stood up from the bench, straightened his Army uniform, and
studied the crowd of people making their way through Grand Central Station.

He looked for the girl whose heart he knew, but whose face he didn't, the girl with
the rose. His interest in her had begun twelve months before in a Florida library.
Taking a book off the shelf he soon found himself absorbed, not by the words of the
book, but by the notes penciled in the margin. The soft handwriting reflected a
thoughtful soul and insightful mind.

In the front of the book, he discovered the previous owner's name, Miss Hollis
Maynell. With time and effort he located her address. She lived in New York City. He
wrote her a letter introducing himself and inviting her to correspond. The next day he
was shipped overseas for service in World War I1.

During the next year the two grew to know each other through the mail. Each letter
was a seed falling on a fertile heart. A romance was budding. Blanchard requested a
photograph, but she refused. She explained: “If your feeling for me has any reality,
any honest basis, what I look like won't matter. Suppose I'm beautiful. I'd always be
haunted by the feeling that you had been taking a chance on just that, and that kind of
love would disgust me. Suppose I'm plain(and you must admit that this is more
likely).Then I'd always fear that you were going on writing to me only because you
were lonely and had no one else. No, don't ask for my picture. When you come to
New York, you shall see me and then you shall make your decision. Remember, both
of us are free to stop or to go on after that-whichever we choose..."

When the day finally came for him to return from Europe, they scheduled their first
meeting-7:00 p.m. at Grand Central Station, New York.

"You'll recognize me," she wrote, "by the red rose I'll be wearing on my lapel. “So,
at 7:00p.m. He was in the station looking for a girl who had filled such a special place
in his life for the past 12 months, a girl he had never seen, yet whose written words
had been with him and sustained him unfailingly.

I'll let Mr. Blanchard tell you what happened:

A young woman was coming toward me, her figure long and slim. Her golden hair
lay back in curls from her delicate ears; her eyes were blue as flowers. Her lips and
chin had a gentle firmness, and in her pale green suit she was like springtime come
alive.

I started toward her, entirely forgetting to notice that she was not wearing a rose.

As I moved, a small, provocative smile curved her lips. "Going my way, sailor?"
she murmured, Almost uncontrollably I made one step closer to her, and then I saw
Hollis Maynell. She was standing almost directly behind the girl. A woman well past
40, she had graying hair pinned up under a worn hat.

She was more than a little overweight, her thick-ankled feet thrust into low-heeled
shoes.

The girl in the green suit was walking quickly away. I felt as though I was split in
two, so keen was my desire to follow her, and yet so deep was my longing for the
woman whose spirit had truly companioned me and upheld my own.

And there she stood. Her pale, round face was gentle and sensible; her gray eyes
had a warm and kindly glow. I did not hesitate.

My fingers gripped the small worn blue leather copy of the book that was to
identify me to her. This would not be love, but it would be something precious,



something perhaps even than love, a friendship for which I had been and must ever be
grateful.

I squared my shoulders and saluted and held out the book to the woman, even
though while I spoke I felt choked by the bitterness of my disappointment. "I'm
Lieutenant John Blanchard, and you must be Miss Maynell. I am so glad you could
meet me; may I take you to dinner?"

The woman's face broadened into a smile. "I don't know what this is about, son,"
she answered, "but the young lady in the green suit who just went by, she begged me
to wear this rose on my coat. And she said if you were to ask me out to dinner, I
should go and tell you that she is waiting for you in the big restaurant across the street.
She said it was some kind of test!"

It's not difficult to understand and admire Miss Maynell's wisdom. The true nature
of a heart is seen in its response to the unattractive.

"Tell me whom you love,"Houssaye wrote," and I will tell you who you are."

Language objectives:

1) SWBAT learn the meaning and usage of some key vocabularies, phrases and
sentences patterns from the text

2) SWBAT be familiar with the writing skills of the text and make use of it in writing:
using the metaphor to describe people in a detailed way; Write a paragraph of a point
of view supported by reasons

3) SWBAT identify the main ideas in the complex sentences: reading for the key idea
in a sentence

Content objectives:

1) SWBAT learn the Valentine’s history and related Valentine traditions

2) SWBAT understand the concept of “love” and different kinds of love, especially
the romantic love

3) SWBAT discuss with the great value of true love

Time Allotment

Section A (3 periods): A Test of True Love
15---2" periods:
Pre-reading activities
Adopt the theme-related questions and activities to activate students’ prior
knowledge and building the concept vocabulary “love” for them

While-reading activities

Organize activities to introduce the relevant cultural notes to students to
facilitate their understanding of the text;

Lead students to learn the useful words and expressions on their own as well as
with teacher’s explanations to enhance their literacy skills on their own;

Analyze the difficult sentence patterns to students, and let them learn to translate
and mimic the similar sentence patterns in their writing;

Organize the activities to engage students in analyzing the text structures and
summarizing the main ideas

d .
3" period:
Post-reading activities (comprehension questions; exercises)




Use the topic sentences and key words to let students retell the story for better
comprehension of the article and assign them the writing task

I. Section A: A Test of True Love
1. Pre-reading Activities

1) Ask students to listen to the short clips of different songs and let students
guess the names of the songs, and then let students find out the similarities of
these songs and tell the students that the different kinds of love and the theme
of today’s class is romantic love

Romantic

love

Philanthropic

love

2) Play the song “you belong with me” and let students fill in the blanks of the
lyrics, and then give a brief introduction of the singer Taylor Swift
3) Divide students into different groups and let them discuss the meaning of the
song and retell the love story in verbal form to the rest of the class; encourage
students to tell more romantic love stories they heard or read before both from
Asian culture as well as western culture
Or let students discuss the following topics in groups and present their discussion
results with the rest of the class
What qualities do you think are very important in someone whom you will love?
(For example, do you care very much about his/her appearance/ money/ personality?)
Have you ever seen a movie or read a novel about love that moved you deeply
before?
What kind of love do you expect in your future life?

2. While-reading Activities

1) Show students different slides and pictures regarding the different festivals in
America and China, let different groups to guess the names of the festivals and
find out the origins of each festival in both countries; among which, teacher
will pick out the Valentine’s day and let different groups of students talk about
the difference between American and Chinese Valentine in terms of traditions
and activities, let students write the discussion results down on the white board
and compare these two activities to further students’ understanding

2) Teachers will elaborate on the origin and traditions of the American and
Chinese Valentine with pictures and play two video clips about these two
festivals to reinforce students understanding of Valentine’s day; ask students



to write a short valentine letter to anyone they love or like, for instance their
parents, relatives, friends or lovers?

3) Teacher will assign different paragraph of the article to different group of
students and give them 10 minutes to read through the article and let them
highlight the key words and expressions that they do not know or think are
important to their comprehension of the article; besides, each group of
students will be in charge of the explanation of the words and expressions in
their assigned paragraphs and make the presentation to the rest of the class

4) Teachers provide the list of key words, expressions and sentence patterns of
the article and give students 10 minutes to take notes and revisions; teachers
will walk around the room to answer questions and made explanations for
students who still have confusions and problems.

Following are the key words and expressions of the article:
Language Points:

1. without fail: (Line 6) (1) when you tell sb to do sth without fail, you are telling them that
they must do it; with complete certainty #42, —iE (2)always K&, WiE
He writes every week without fail. il 5 & 20 & 5 15

2. Soon after he volunteered for military service, he had received a book from this woman.
(Para.2)
Meaning: Not long after he joined the military, he had received a book from this woman.

volunteer: offer to do sth without being forced to do it or without getting paid for it [ /& 1%,
X1, T volunteer (sth) (for/as sth)
John volunteered to organize a petition. 2% F 75 & 52 G 15/ L1y

volunteer (for sth): join the army, etc. without being forced to FIEZ%, 5L E ST
volunteer for military service / for the navy FIERITH; FHIESNFE

volunteer: (n) a person who does a job without being paid for it X4 L 1E#, L#E, a
person who offers to do sth without being forced to do it H &ar H2, FINHFEFIIA

3. And while they all got strength from it, and appreciated her support of their cause, John
Blandford was the only person to write Ms. Meynell back. (Para. 2)

while: (used at the beginning of a sentence) although, in spite of the fact that... (JHF#JE)
HER, KE
While I am willing to help, I do not have much time available.

REIEETI, (H2BRGZ LI .

write (sb) back; write back (to sb): write sb a letter replying to their letter (257N ) 5 [Al15,
K5
I'm afiraid I never wrote back. FZ MK GL A5

4. overseas: (Line 13) (ad) in or to a country across the sea; abroad L [H4), 7E/HE5)
The product is sold both at home and overseas. X1~/ d 17 65 [H A 5o
live/work/go overseas — 1EFSMEH/ TAE;: HiE



overseas : (adj) coming from or happening abroad #}E ], HE5F T
overseas markets/trade 41Ty, HF4FET 5
overseas students/visitors JESF/ SFE B FA,  HESN SR EGFEE

5. During the difficult days of war, her letters nourished him and give him courage. (Para. 3)
Meaning: During the difficult days of war, her letters gave him strength and courage.

Here, the verb “nourish’ is used metaphorically, meaning “‘maintain, encourage, strengthen
sth”.

Nourish: allow a feeling, an idea, etc. to develop or grow stronger 1535, K (1§45, Wi
&)

University study nourished his ability to think critically. K252 2] 553% T LA P B 4
FETT o

6. But when he asked her for a photo, she declined his request. (Para. 4)
Meaning: But when he asked her for a photo, she refused politely.

decline: (1) refuse a request or offer, usually politely W2, %z 754
I offered to give them a lift but they declined. F 358 iEMNTHEE, (N8 H4E T .
decline an offer/invitation 2451 77 1] 3= ) 7 B/ # 15

(2) (v.) become smaller, fewer, weaker, etc. Jb, T, #Hij, FHiE
The number of tourists to the resort declined by 10% last year.
LAE B IR DFHIN B D T 10% o

7. Either way, I would forbid myself from loving you. (Para. 4)
Meaning: In either situation, I would keep myself from loving you.

forbid: (vt) order sb not to do sth: order that sth must not be done 2%il:, it
He forbade them from mentioning the subject again. i AHEMANTHE 1€ 21X i &7

8. One minute to six ... Blandford’s heart leaped. (Para. 5)
Meaning: The time was one minute to six o’clock ... Blandford was so excited that his heart
beat fast.

9. fancy: (Line 34) (n) [sing.] a feeling of liking sb or sth E %, &

Take a fancy to sb/sth: (esp BrE) start liking sb/sth, often without an obvious reason =X I,
Z L CEIERA YRR

1 have taken a fancy to that dress.

10. She was standing almost directly behind the girl, a woman well past forty, and a fossil to
his young eyes, her hair sporting patches of gray. (Para. 10)

Meaning: The woman who he thought was Hollis Meynell was standing just behind the girl.
The woman, in her forties, was quite old in his young eyes and she had patches of gray hair.

sport: wear sth or have hair in a particular style; have or wear sth in a proud way so that
everyone can see ENJEHMFH, MHAMESL (KD, WER~, T, B

sport a beard / a diamond ring / a flower in your buttonhole

AL B A 1K 7/ F_E 145 78/ #11 R 2 12 11 76

Many of them sported beards and moustaches.

AT 25 1 47 22 A B A A H KB AN 7o



11. She was more than fat; her thick legs shook as they moved. (Para. 10)
Meaning: She was very fat, so her thick legs shook as they moved.

more than: very, extremely 7, FE

This expression is often followed by an adjective to show that the adjective itself is not
adequate enough to modify the subject.

I’'m more than happy (= extremely happy) to take you there in my car.

e # AR BT AR E Ao

12. vanish: (Line 43) (vi) disappear or go suddenly out of sight (EZH W HE) TR K
The magician vanished in a puff of smoke. JERITE—/RMZS PRI T .

13. compress (sth) (into sth): (Line 44) press or squeeze sth together or into a smaller space;
be pressed or squeezed in this way (#5) /&%, JE4F

compress sth (into sth): reduce sth and fit it into a smaller space or amount of time 1%/,
i, JEH

The main arguments were compressed into one chapter. F=Z [Tt UF # [k 450 7 — 15 77
He compresses a lifetime as a soldier into a few sentences. 7 —4 1T 24 JEJE 45 )k )L
7] i o

14. ... yet so deep was his longing for the woman whose spirit had truly companioned and
brought warmth to his own... (Para. 11)

Meaning: ... but his wish to meet this woman, whose spirit had truly been with him and made
him feel warm, was so strong...

longing: (Line 46) n. [C,U] ~ (for sb/sth) | ~ (to do sth): a strong feeling of wanting
sth/sb  (Xf..[19) G2, #HH

a longing for home/peace X1 Z )2, X FIT- 19752

She was filled with longing to hear his voice again. #4175 5 FL 0T 2 1 75 £

15. resist: (Line 49) refuse to accept sth and try to stop it from happening; prevent oneself
from having or doing sth #X#, FAEY: AL, #iH,

They are determined to resist pressure to change the law. A7 Lo JTAE R 24 #7519 [
ﬁo

5) Use questions as a means of clarifying the organization of this passage.

Divide students into different groups and give them 10 minutes to read through the
article again and answer the following questions; meanwhile, ask each group to write
the answer as well as the summary the article in their own words on the whiteboard.

1. Why was John Blandford staying in Grand Central Station in New York?

. How did John get connected to the woman?

. How was John’s first response to the woman different from that of his friends?
. What had the woman, Hollis Meynell, done in the past thirteen months?

. How did he feel as long as he received her letters?

. When he asked her for a photo, what did she do?

. Did Hollis Meynell come to the station as they had arranged?

. Why did Hollis Meynell want to test John Blandford?

0N L WD

If time is allowed, divide the class into two groups and give students 5 minutes to
prepare for a controversial topic to debate “love is more important than appearance in



a relationship” or “appearance is more important than love in a relationship”, two
groups need to take its own side and debate on the topic for 10 minutes, then teachers
could make comments.

3. Post-reading Activities

1) Discussion (10 min)

Let students have the group discussions on the following questions and share the
discussion results with the rest of the class, and make a simple online pamphlet on
how to love and what people should look for in love?

1. If you were John Blandford, would you invite the forty-year-old lady to dinner?
Why or why not?

2. Do you think love needs testing? Give your reasons.

3. What is the true love? Why it is so important?

2) Making Post-card to show love to your family (20min in the class + after class
time)

Divide students into 4 groups, let each group to make 2-3 bilingual or trilingual
post-cards for their family members and friends, for instance, four groups will make
postcards for different festivals, Valentine’s day, Mother’ day, Birthday and
Christmas respectively, students need to design the postcards, and use their translation
skills to write at least two short bilingual paragraphs on the postcards to show their
love and appreciation. We will have a competition and award the extra credits for the
best group. Then I will help students to mail these postcards to their family members
or friends.

3) Writing (home assignment)
Assigned students two topics and let them choose one and write a paragraph of a
point of view supported by reasons.

Writing:
Topic: Parents have to save a large amount of money for their children to study
abroad.
Love is more important than money and appearance in a relationship.

Suggested Writing:

Parents have to save a large amount of money for their children to study abroad.
Apart from the international flight, they have to pay for their daily expenses, such as
food, shelter, entertainment, long-distance telephone calls, and clothing. In addition,
the children should have some money ready to cover unexpected expenses.



