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CONSTITUTION

b ¢¥ THE

~ AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

 Rrtiele 1. This Society shall be called ¢ The American Colonization Society.’

vt 2. The object to which its attention is to be exclusively directed is, to promote and execitte a
plan for eolonizing, with their own consent, the free people of color residing in our country; in. Afniea,
or such other place as Congress shall deem expedient. 'And the Society shall net, to efléct this object,
in co-operation with the General Government and such of the States as may adopt regulations on the
subject,

% Arty 3. Bvery citizen of the United States who shall have paid to the funds of the Society the sum
of one dollar, shall be & member of tho Saciety for one year from the time of such payment. Any citi-
zen who shall have paid the sum of thirty doliars, shall be a member for life. And any citizen paying
the sum of one thousand dollars, shall be a Director forlife. Foreigners may be made members by vote
of the Society oy of the Directors,

 rt. 4, The Soeiety shall meet annually at Washington on the third Tuesday in January, and at
sueh other times and places as they shall direct, At the annual meeting, a President and Viee Presi-
dents shall be chosen, who shall perform the duties appropriate to these, offices,

“ Ark. 5. There shall be a Board of Directors; composed of the Directors for life and of Delegates
from the severnl State Societies and societies for the District of Columbia and Territories of the United
States. Bach of such societies shall be entitled to-one Delegate for every five hundred doliars paid in-
to the:treasury of this Society within the year previous to the annual meeting.

“.Art. 6, 'The Board shall annually appoiat & Secretary, a Treasurer, and an Executive Committee
of seven persons; all of whom shall ez officio, be honorary members of the Board, having a right to be
present at its meetings and to take part in the transaction of its business ; but they shall not vote, ex-
cept ns provided in article 7,
| . art. 7. "The Board of Directors shall meet annually in Washington, immediately after the annual
meeling of the Society, and at sucl other times and places as it shall appoint, or at the request of the
Executive Committee. Seven Directors shall form a quorum. But if; at any annual meeting, or
meeting regularly called, & less number be in attendance, then five memhers of the Executive Commit-
tee, with sueli Directors, not less than four, as may be present, shall constitute a Board, and have com-
! setent suthority to transact any husiness of the Society s provided, however, that the Boarid thus ¢on«
I'f' stitnted shall earry no question unless the vote be unanimous. ‘

!  Art. 8 The Bxcentive Committee shall meet aceording to its own appointment, or at'the call of the
Seeretary. This Committee shall bave discretionary power to transact the busindss of the Society,
subject only to such limitations as are found in its charter, in this Constitution, and in the votes thai
nave been passed, or may herenfter be passed, by the Board of Directors. 'The Secretary and Treasurer

’ shall be members of the Committee ex officio, with the right to deliberate, but not to vate, The Com-

mitice is nuthorized to fill all vacancies in its own body ; to appoint a Secretary or Treasurer whenever

such offices are vacant; and to appoint and direct such agents ns may. be necessary for the service of
the Society. At every annual mceting, the Committee shall report their doings to the Society, and to
the Board of Directors.

o % Art. 9. This Constitution mny be amended, upon a proposition to that efféet by any of the Societies

5 represented in the Board of Directors, transmitted to the Secretary, and published in the official paper

of the Society, three monthis before the annual meeting ; provided such amendment raceive the sanction

of two-thirda of the Board at its next annual meeting.
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