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de Laplace and chemist Claude Louis Berthollet.'”® During his time as emperor he offered prizes
for advancements in science, medicine, and technology.

While he might have personally had Enlightenment-guided interests in science and learning,
the utility and national prestige of successful scientific research were at the forefront of
Napoleon’s mind. Napoleon did provide funding to sciences but, like the various governments of
France before him either in the Ancien Régime or the Revolutionary period, was looking to
support his geopolitical power and to control nature by understanding it through science.
Expeditions and experiments were often motivated by the needs of the nation, whether those
were developments in military science, the creation of an electrical battery, or the search for a
source of sugar other than the British West Indies. "8 part of Troost’s education was in Paris
under Napoleon; the scientist would have been exposed to the elite research being done in a
variety of disciplines but also to the atmoéphere of combined personal, political, and utilitarian
motivations for continuing research. Under Napoleon, science was both a cultural value and a
reflection of national prestige. Unfortunately for his brother Louis, a predilection to ignore the
commands of Napoleon in favor of Dutch interests got the king ousted from the throne in 1810
when Napoleon incorporated Holland into his French Empire. This abrupt removal led to

Troost’s arrival in America.

A European Scientist in America: Philadelphia and New Harmony

Troost ended up in America mostly by accident. The scientist was attempting to reach

the island of Java, in what is now Indonesia, on a scientific commission for the king. His work

" Robert Fox, “Scientific Enterprise and the Patronage of Research in France 1800 - 70,” Minerva, 11(1973): 445 —

446.

¢ Maurice Crosland, Science Under Control: The French Academy of Sciences 1795 — 1914 (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1992), 1, 23 — 24,
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on the European continent learning mineralogy and crystallography and purchasing specimens
for the crown earned admiration from the court and scientisfs alike. Thus, his placement on the
naval expedition to Java was no surprise. However, France’s occupation of the Netherlands
prompted the British to blockade the country and no Dutch ships could leave Amsterdam, sailing
for the expansion of scientific knowledge or not. Troost took it upon himself to travel to the
United States from a German port in an effort to travel to the East Indies on an American ship.
His trip across the Atlantic was foiled, however, by a French privateer who had him imprisoned
at Dunkirk before his identity enabled a release to Paris. His time in the French capital was
useful, though, for in that time he became a corresponding member of the Museum of Natural
History of France

In Paris he yet again attempted to reach the United States, this time successfully earning
passage on a ship sailing for Philadelphia in March of 1810. Barely two months after Troost’s
departure Napoleon deposed his brother King Louis. A year later, the British took control of
Java, Troost was therefore in Philadelphia with no commission and no pressing reason to go
back to Europe. It seems that the scientist liked what he saw in Philadelphia and decided, as so
many colonists had before, to make a name for himself in the New World.!!”

Dr. Gerard Troost settled into Philadelphia, one of the largest cities in the United States
and an excellent home for a scientist. His talents earned enough admiration that he helped to
found the Acadefny of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia in 1812 and was also elected as its first
president. Troost remained in that position until his resignation in 1817. Throughout this time,
he manufactured drugs and chemical preparations in his Philadelphia laboratory. He also
participated in various scientific expeditions and investigations into neighboring states and was

appointed Professor of Mineralogy at the Philadelphia Museum and Professor of Chemistry in

L. Glenn, “Gerard Troost,” 71 - 73.
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the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy around 1821.''® Troost’s involvement in the Academy of
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia and the friends he made there determined the course of the rest
of his life.

Among this small group of like-minded scientists Robert Owen found some of the most
enthusiastic supporters of his utopian community. Robert Owen was an Englishman and,
through his attempts to create ideal communities in both England and the United States, founded
both the cooperative movement and one form of utopian socialism. His history coincides with
Troost’s in Philadelphia in November of 1824, when Owen came to the city to explain his plans
for a community located in New Harmony, Indiana. Similar theories to Owen’s on the benefits
of community living and experiments in the utility of such schemes had been attempted by the
Shakers and the Harmonists, the followers of the Rapp family and previous inhabitants of
Harmonie, Indiana.'"® The men of the Academy of Natural Sciences (ANSP) most likely learned
of these efforts through the 1822 pamphlet of New York Quaker Dr. Cornelius Blatchly, An
Essay on Common Wealths, which also pfaised Owen’s ideas. A year later, Troost and several
colleagues decided to try to live together as a community. When Owen greeted them with his
plan, they were enthusiastic about the possibilities available to them in such a scheme. '%°

Robert Owen’s plan was to establish a community on the Wabash River by purchasing
the village that previous communitarians, the Rappites, had created. Owen’s background was
that of an activist protesting child labor in English factories, fueled by his ownership and

management of a cotton mill in New Lanark, the first of his community experiments. Through

“®Ellen V. Piers, “Girard Troost Pioneer Scientist,” Peabody Journal of Education, 30(1953): 265 — 274.

The town name originated as “Harmonie,” but was changed to “New Harmony” by Robert Owen with the
foundation of his community in the village. It was later shortened to “Harmony” and is often referred to as such in
writings on the community. For more information on the various communities that were built at Harmony, see
Anne Taylor, Visions of Harmony: A Study in Nineteenth-Century Millenarianism (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987).
120 Taylor, Visions of Harmony, 78 — 81.
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his experiences he developed his views of society and human nature: “Any general character,
from the best to the worst, from the most ignorant to the most enlightened, may be given to any
community, even to the world at large, by the application of the proper means.”'! The “proper
means” was education, not only in the general sense but an education in the function of an
individual in society, and should be started in childhood. This principle, set out in his earliest
essays, served as the foundation for New Harmony. All individuals of the community were to be
equals, from farmers to scientists, with the belief that “individual happiness can be increased and
extended only in proportion as [a person] actively endeavors to increase and extend the
happiness of all around him.”'?* The scientists of the Academy understood this to mean that they
could each contribute in their individual way, through scientific knowledge and teaching, and
make an honorable and honest contribution to a community which would consist of all manner of
people. For scientists struggling to make a living in a society which did not fully appreciate their
talents, to have equal footing as laborers and men of wealth was something to be desired.'?

The members of the ANSP who embarked on the journey to New Harmony along with
Troost were Thomas Say, an entomologist; Charles-Alexandre-Lesueur, an ichthyologis“c and
talented artist; John Speakman, the librarian and treasurer of the Academy; and William
Maclure, a geologist who was successor to Troost as President and was the leader and financier
of the trip. The group was closely knit, having gone on several research trips together through

the ANSP, including a month-long trip through southeastern Pennsylvania, New J ersey, and New

21 Robert Owen, A New View of Society, or, Essays on the Principle of the Formation of the Human Character, and

the Application of the Principle to Practice, First published in 1813. Accessed online through The Avalon Project,
Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale University.

122 Owen, A New View of Society. Also, Edward Royle, Robert Owen and the Commencement of the Millenium: A
Study of the Harmony Community (New York: Manchester University Press, 1998), 20 — 21.

123 Many of the scientists who joined to New Harmony commune were barely making enough money to support
their families, Gerard Troost included. He resigned from the Presidency of the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia because of his financial troubles. Leonard Warren, Maclure of New Harmony: Scientist, Progressive
Educator, Radical Philanthropist (Bloomington, IN; Indiana University Press, 2009), 168.
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York while they were contemplating joining Owen in New Harmony. Reuben Haines, a member
who did not move to New Harmony, described the scientific expedition as an ideal leisurely trip,
stopping frequently to sleep and dine at inns along the way as they traveled in coaches. Lesueur
practiced his artistry; Say collected insect §pecimens; Troost and Maclure studied iron forges,
mills, and the geology of all the regions. By the time they returned from this expedition, Owen
was in Philadelphia and the group of scientists believed that it was an unparalleled opportunity.
The idealism of the ANSP members was soon to meet with the reality of the New
Harmony community since the men, once decided, took only a few weeks to settle their affairs in
Philadelphia. Troost was so enthusiastic about the opportunity that he departed Philadelphia,
along with Speakman, before the majority of the other members to reach their meeting point,
Pittsburgh. He, like many other Americans, found inspiration in Owen’s teachings and saw it as
an opportunity to build upon the American ideal of equal rights for all, guaranteed by law. '
The group first encountered problems on their way to the commune; the country was not
as ideal as Owen made it out to be. Similar to the Cumberland, the water levels of the Ohio
River varied and by the time the group debarted from Pittsburgh the river was impassable by
steamboat, forcing the group to order a keelboat instead. It was December in 1825, the river was
freezing over and ice blocked their way or froze them in many times. The passengers spent their
days in the cramped keelboat, named the Philanthropist by Owen, by reéding aloud to each other
various philosophic works, playing whist, and discussing what was to happen at their new home.

Finally, on January 23, 1826, the Philanthropist arrived at the landing for New Harmony along

the Ohio River, Mount Vernon.'?

! Warren, Maclure of New Harmony, 152, 182, 162.

125 Taylor, Visions of Harmony, 129 — 136.
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When the “boatload of knowledge,” as the group came to be known by Owen, reached
New Harmony Robert Owen had already begun to develop the community from its preliminary
stages. He wanted to prepare the community for the group, moving it towards his image of
perfect equality. The reform resulted in the creation of a constitution for the community a mere

two days after their arrival. The document listed the principles of the community:

Equality of rights, uninfluenced by sex or condition, in all adults.
Equality of duties, modified by physical and mental conformation.
Co-operative union, in the business and amusements of life.
Community of property.

Freedom of speech and action.

Sincerity in all our proceedings.

Kindness in all our actions.

Courtesy in all our intercourse.

Order in all our arrangements,

Preservation of health.

Acquisition of knowledge.

The practise of economy, or of producing and using the best of everything in the most beneficial manner.
Obedience to the laws of the country in which we live.

The influence of Enlightenment ideas, a return to communalism, and the development of
an early version of socialism are evident in the rules laid out for the Community of Equality.
They stressed the importance of order, freedom and equality, and knowledge, but all in line with
providing for the good of the community. Apart from these original principles, community
members were also supposed to live exactly the same way as their neighbors: eating the same
food, wearing the same clothing, and living in the same style house. The only way in which the
community separated itself was through their occupations with the development of working
departments such as education, manufacture, and commerce. '

Troost and his colleagues formed part of the education department and continued the
work of the schools already present in New Harmony. There were pleasant aspects of New
Harmony to look forward to including weekly concerts, balls, and meetings to discuss the

Principles. Troost, along with Lesueur, frequently took long exploratory trips along the rivers in

126 Taylor, Visions of Harmony, 138 — 139,
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the first few years of the community. However, unrest about the inequality of the supposed
Community of Equality and Robert Owen’s financial mismanagement precipitated the
disbanding of the community. ‘The scientists were still pfesent and New Harmony was indeed a
center for scientific learning. Troost was not among them, however, having been one of the first
to leave after the disbandment.

Charles-Alexandre Lesueur, Troost’s companion on river voyages and friend from their
common background in Paris, lamented the loss of “I’ami Troost” to the University of Nashville
in 1828. We do not know why Troost left New Harmony when so many of his friends stayed,
other than that he must have lost faith in the ideals he originally held. Thomas Say, one of the
original members to travel to New Harmony, offers insight into the thoughts of the scientists
after the disintegration of the community in an 1830 letter to his friend and fellow ANSP
member and nephew of the Emperor, Charles Bonaparte: “Great industry is requisite in this
remote region to compensate for the disadvantages under which a naturalist must labour, the
partial distribution of books, the want of Museums, the want of stimulating intellects.” '’ They
could not properly complete scientific inquiry with the pressures of a frontier community and the
lack of knowledge, information, and intellect present among its citizens. Troost moved to
Nashville, which was not quite as remote as New IJlIarmony, and almost immediately set about

establishing one of the things which Say lamented the lack of: a museum.

127 Taylor, Visions of Harmony, 192 — 193, 204.
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Troost in Tennessee: Professor and Geologist

Most of the information known about Gerard Troost in Nashville is obtained through the
writings of his colleague, Dr. Philip Lindsley, the President of the University of Nashville. '}
Lindsley most likely convinced Troost to move to Nashville, where he would have a position as
a professor of a variety of scientific disciplines including Chemistry, Geology, and Mineralogy.
His position as professor at the University of Nashville seemed to bring him as much joy as it did
his students and the people of Nashville. At the dedication of a portrait of Troost in 1906 at
Peabody College, one of his old students offered this glimpse of the man: “He was the most
lovable of men and the most delightful and entertaining companion ... there was no social
function during his day at Nashville to which he was not an invited guest, and no one was more
honored.”'®® This European man, trained in some of the most formidable bastions of scientific
learning, fit in splendidly with the society of Nashville.

One. of Troost’s most important legacies in the annals of Tennessee history is the fact that
he was the first official state geologist. Just as he had in Philadelphia, Troost began to make
expeditions all over the state of Tennessee to collection information on its geologic structure and
natural resources. The state legislature was apparently aware of the advantages of having this
type of information and thus appointed him “Geologist, Mineralogist, and Assayer for the State”
with a salary of $500 a year in 1831.1%° Dﬁring his time as State Geologist, Troost set out to
make a geological survey of Tennessee, the likes of which really had not been done in any state
up to that point. He classified rocks, noted their arrangement, and also accounted for the location

. of deposits of valuable minerals which could be mined by the state in a series of reports between

"% philip Lindsley, The Works of Dr. Phillip Lindsley, D.D., Late President of the University of Nashville (Nashville: J.

B. Lippincott & Co., 1859).

% Chancellor Porter, “Address delivered in the chapel of Peabody College,” December 12, 1906, reproduced in
Piers, “Girard Troost,” 268.

% piers, “Girard Troost,”267.
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1835 and 1848."*! Overall, his was ground-breaking work in terms of both scientific Study and
economic survey of geological resources, '3

The last of Troost’s scientific endeavors was a repoft on the crinoids of Tennessee, a
classification of marine invertebrate whose fossilized remains were scattered throughout the
state. Troost’s monograph was left unpublished due to the scientist’s death a short four weeks
after it was sent to the Smithsonian Institution. The extensive report was summarized and
republished by the Smithsonian in 1909. They praise Troost’s “accurate observation and logical
interpretation” which was “remarkably good when one considers the almost unknown path he
followed in the field of science.” Research into Troost’s findings in the past ten years has also
yielded evidence that many more specimens that he classified, confused through modern
labeling, can now be attributed to the scientist.'*® Indeed, even a passing familiarity with
geology and paleontology allows a reader to realize that Troost’s detailed descriptions and
drawings, while not argumentative or analytical, are invaluable to the knowledge of the geologic
history of Tennessee.

Troost dedicated his last report to the citizens of Nashville in October of 1849. He wrote:
“In no place have I been received with more kindness than in Nashville.” Tennessee was a
magnificent opportunity for a geologist like Troost: “No state or country of the same extent is as
rich as the state of Tennessee, and to spread the name of my adopted state amongst the scientific
world was my principal aim.” The scientist was still a corresponding member of the Museum

d’histoire Naturelle in Paris and as such had told his French colleagues of the wonder of the

state. Some of that information relayed by Troost was published by that venerable European

1 Gerard Troost, Geological report to the ... General assembly of the State of Tennessee, By G. Troost, M.D,

Geologist to the state, Tennessee Geological Survey (Nashville: S. Nye & Co., 1835 —1848).

132 Glenn, “Gerard Troost,” 78 — 79.

William 1. Ausich, “A Critical Evaluation of the Status of the Crinoids Studied by Dr. Gerard Troost,” Journal of
Paleontology, 83(2009): 484 — 488,
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institution.** Troost professed that he is so dedicated to his new home that his “principle aim”
in continuing scientific inquiry throughout his life is not only for the sake of knowledge but to

get Tennessee recognized in the international scientific community. Even after having lived in
European capitals of culture and science like Paris and Amsterdam, then an American center of

those same pursuits in Philadelphia, Troost still viewed Tennessee as worthy of admiration from

him and the rest of the world.

The Nashville Museum of Natural History

While Ralph E.W. Earl began his museum with his historical paintings and portraits,
Gerard Troost focused on his impressive collection of minerals, rocks, shells, and fossils
collected through his geological and mineralogical explorations. As early as July 1, 1828, the
same year he moved to the city, an advertisement for the “Nashville Museum of Natural History”
appeared in the National Banner and Nashville Whig. The exhibit was to be displayed in the
Masonic Hall and would feature Troost’s “splendid collection of objects of Natural History.”'**
This was only one year after Earl’s museum closed in 1827.

Troost’s aim was not merely to instruct his visitors; he meant for the museum to be
entertaining as well. His advertisement states that he intended to give additional exhibitions in
“Chemistry and Natural Philosophy,” or what we would now identify as “science.”’*® Certainly
the most enticing portion of the museum, though, would be the “Phantasmagoria.” This part of
the museum was “much admired and amusing” and took top billing on a Saturday night. A

phantasmagoria was an exhibition made up of “phantoms” one might say, optical illusions

34 Elvira Wood, A Critical Summary of Troost’s Unpublished Manuscript on the Crinoids of Tennessee, Smithsonian

Institution, US National Museum, Bulletin 64 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1909), vi, 3 - 4.
** National Banner and Nashville Whig, July 1, 1828, pg. 1
136 .

Ibid.
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produced through the use of artificial light such as lanterns and candles.”®” Hence, the exhibition
would need to be held at night, “at early candlelight,” so that there might be enough darkness to
properly display the illusions. This type of exhibit fed the public’s desire for fantastic and
supernatural stories, themes, and ideas; in‘ short, it was thoroughly entertaining,'®

His dedication to providing entertainment through his collectioné is an interesting
development in Troost’s character. Up to this point in his life Troost’s career in science was
strictly academic, most of his time spent on research expeditions, examining specimens, or
working as a professor. The main contrast, though, is with his life in New Harmony. While the
Owenites did not condemn entertainment, their lifestyle of equality did not provide wealth or
leisure time enough to support a wide variety of amusements. The addition of entertainments to
his museum could be a reaction to the lack of intellectual and entertaining stimulation available
in New Harmony. Perhaps it is also a sign that he recognized the need to temper serious science
with amusement when it came to reaching out to the citizens of Nashville.

Yet a museum was founded in Harmony, albeit after Troost left, in 1834 by Robert
Owen’s third son, David Dale Owen. Arriving after the dissolution of the community in 1828,
David Dale took after Maclure and Troost in their scientific inquiry, becoming a geologist and
taking over the regular meteorological observations begun by Troost. In addition to this
emulation, David Dale also developed his own cabinet of bones, rocks, plants, and taxidermy
animals in his small home. This collection later moved to the small stone granary behind the
home of Anna and Alexander Maclure, younger siblings of William Maclure, and grew to
include apparatus for experimentation, mineralogical and geological specimens, and a human

skeleton. In a 1826 letter to his elder brother, William, Alexander Maclure claimed that no

137 Oxford English Dictionary, online edition, accessed 7 October 2011.

138 “Gothic Nightmares: Fuseli, Blake, and the Romantic Imagination,” Tate Gallery, Britain, accessed 7 October
2011, http://www.tate.org.uk/britain/exhibitions/gothicnightmares/about.htm.
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museum or laboratory west of the Alleghenies could compére to David Dale’s collection;
Whether this is true or not is debatable. Consider that William Maclure, wealthy and successful
geologist, was apparently jealous of the treasure trove of geological specimens which Troost had
brought with him to New Harmony even though he had an extensive personal library and
collection of mineral and biological specimens.'* Regardless, Troost not only created his own
museum in his new hometown but inspired scientific inquiry in those left behind in New
Harmony, a trend which developed into a museum.

Not much else is known about Troost’s exhibition as it existed from 1828 until his death
in Nashville on August 4, 1850. At this time, his estate was inventoried, including his
collections. On December 26, 1851, the following were listed in his estate: “Minerals, 13,582
specimens; Fossils, 2,851 specimens; One case of rocks; One case of shells; Six cases of books;
A large lot of maps and engravings; A box of minerals in New York.”'*’ How each category
was classified, for example if one single bone was noted as a fossil rather than a set, is not clear.
But regardless of the system of inventory, Gerard Troost must have exhibited an extensive
collection. The sheer number of minerals alone would overwhelm a small room; one wonders
where he must have stored all of it when it was not displayed. Such a collection would display
the varied interests of a man who for his entire life studied the environments surrounding him
and sought to understand them.

The collection was deemed so important that Dr. Lindsley urged somebody to purchase it
from Troost’s two children, who had inherited it. He appealed to the state, to the City of
Nashville, and to the University to try and keep the collection in Nashville."*! For a time, it did

remain at the University of Nashville. But after the Civil War, the bulk passed to the Polytechnic

*** Taylor, Visions of Harmony, 222 — 223.

0 Estate Inventory, December 26, 1851, reproduced in Piers, “Girard Troost,” 272.
1t Lindsley, The Works of Dr. Philip Lindsley,np.
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Society of Louisville, at the price of $20,500, to be held at the Public Library of Kentucky.
Troost’s collection is now part of the Louisville Science Center’s catalog; among the items are
catalogs which Troost wrote describing some of his mineralogical specimens.'* While the
collection is no longer in Nashville, Troost’s legacy lives on in a different city of the South.
Gerard Troost brought a conspicuous cosmopolitanism to Nashville that the city
previously had not entertained. His European origins provided him with the means for
maintaining ties with his colleagues in the Netherlands and France, even when he was in the
trans-Appalachian west of the United States. He used those contacts to advertise the wealth of
information he found valuable in Tennessee, thus raising the state to not only national but
international significance. But even before he traveled to Tennessee, his work in Philadelphia
through the Academy of Natural Sc.ienceszestablished him as an expert of early nineteenth-
century science, particularly geology. It was this reputation, earned in America, which led him
to join the group at New Harmony which would eventually lead him to Nashville. Troost
literally traveled the route by which information and goods would have reached Nashville:
originating or passing through the cultural capital of Philadelphia, cross the mountains of either
Appalachia or the Alleghenies, and then taking one of the many rivers running through the
Midwest down to the Cumberland and Nashville. He is a curiosity himself; a souvenir of
cultural differences brought from far away to titillate the curiosity of the citizens of Nashville.
He displayed to the nation and the world that Nashville was a worthy part of the network of

information, ideas, and goods so crucial to cities in the early nineteenth century.

2 Alan Goldstein, “Troost’s Diamonds,” Letters, Mineralogical Record, Jan/Feb 2006, 101.
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Conclusion

Museums are seemingly timeless institutions. Their beginnings in the Renaissance period
have not stopped them from evolving and .continuing on through several iterations to become the
modern institutions we would recognize tbday. Stalwart Europeans museums like the
Ashmolean and the Louvre still stand and even Charles Willson Peale’s grand plan for an
American Museum was picked up by later collectors, eventually becoming the Smithsonian
Institution. While so many museums have persevered and so many new museums have shown
up on the scene, the history of many of the earliest museums has disappeared.

Most pressing to this thesis, and one of the reasons for its research, is the lack of
information on the two earliest Nashville museums. We do not have collections listings and
mentions of the museums in diaries, letters, or ephemera either never existed or have not yet
been found. For institutions founded on the basis of collecting and preserving objects, it is
curious that there should be so little record left of them. Both Ralph E.W. Earl and Gerard
Troost are relatively famous in their respective fields, but even this amount of notoriety did not
save their collections from being split up, their records mostly lost. Perhaps both men were more
focused on the immediacy of their collections and the benefits of knowledge, experimentation,
and prestige they could be provided with directly through their museums. The impermanency of
their collections led to these museums being largely ignored except for footnotes in their
biographies or entries in a timeline. We are left curious as to the details of their existence.

Their lack of documentation is one of the many reasons why the Nashville museums
deserve to be understood, in the context of each other, their city, their state, and the history of the
collecting culture which spawned them. Nashville presents a distinctive case not only because of

these two museums, but because it is not ¢asily labeled. As both Southern and Western, a
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commercial center that is also part of a larger agricultural region, a frontier striving to attain
culture and prestige, Nashville is a counterpoint to many cities which have been the focus of
previous museum histories. Just the knowledge of these museums’ existence has provided a
framework for the analysis of the roles of collecting cultures in nineteenth-century cities.

The museums of Nashville represént an effort of Nashvillians to boost the reputation of
their city and state and to establish social order on the frontier through the example of the orderly
display of the museum. Objects of their life and land provided them with a symbolic
representation of the prestige and power they were hoping to garner as a state in the union and
the future capital of Tennessee. Nashville and its museums in the early nineteenth century show
how collecting cultures and the networks of information and goods which fueled them were
created across national and geographic boundaries, contributi_ng to the ways in which Nashville

defined itself in contrast and conjunction with European and east coast traditions.
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