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Where were you? What 
were you doing? How did 
you feel the day the world 
changed? 

Ten years later, people 
still talk about September 
11, 2001 in these terms. 
For most college students, 
the answers to these ques-
tions tell a story of a com-
mon experience shared by 
a generation that was still 
in grade school on the day 
of the attacks.

For 10 and 11 year olds, 
the world they knew when 
they woke up on 9/11 was 
not the same world they 
fell asleep in that evening. 
In the coming days, weeks 
and months, every Ameri-
can would know about al-
Qaeda, Osama Bin Laden 
and terrorism. 

“9/11 stands as kind of 
that first time that I re-
ally understood that there 
were people who didn’t like 
the United States,” said ju-
nior Shelby Begany.  

“After 9/11 everything 
felt a lot more surreal, 
nothing felt as safe as it 
used to,” said junior Ste-
phen Siao. “The America 
that we knew had just 
changed completely.” 

Junior Amanda Lett-
man was in her fifth grade 
classroom in Queens, New 
York when American Air-
lines Flight 11 struck the 
North Tower of the World 
Trade Center. 

“From my classroom I 

could see the smoke right 
away,” Lettman said. “I re-
member being able to see 
the Twin Towers all the 
time and the Empire State 
Building, everything, but 
we looked outside our win-
dow and all we saw was 
smoke.” 

For those who couldn’t 
see the New York City 
skyline from their win-
dows, the events of the 
day flashed across televi-
sion screens, as the nation 
began to realize that the 
United States was under 
attack. 

“We had just started 
class for the day and we 
heard that a plane had 
struck the first tower and 
so my teacher turned on 
the TV and we watched the 
events unfold from there 
throughout the day,” Be-
gany said. “Looking back 
now, I am really surprised 
that we watched the en-
tire news coverage all day 
long.” 

Sitting in her fifth grade 
English classroom at Mad-
ison Elementary School, 
junior Liesel Burkes said 
her eyes were fixed on the 
television screen.

“I couldn’t comprehend 
what was going on because 
you see these towers that 
were a famous part of the 

New York skyline and then 
planes just going through 
them and the falling so 
fast and there was just 
so much mayhem,” Burks 
said. “It was like a movie.” 

For Jordan Reeve, a ju-
nior, the attacks on the 
World Trade Center hit 
close to home. Her best 
friend’s dad worked in the 
World Trade Center, and 
he did not survive the at-
tacks.

“I looked around for (my 
best friend) and I couldn’t 
find her and I think my 

initial reaction was ‘wow 
something actually did 
happen, something is 
wrong’ and I was very dis-
traught,” Reeve said.  “I 
had never had a friend who 
had had so much grief.”

In the wake of the events, 
the country came together 
in an unprecedented expres-
sion of nationalism. Begany 
said her father went out and 
bought an American flag for 
the first time and hung it 
outside their house. 

For Lettman, the sense of 
community in New York kept 

the city together during the 
dark days following 9/11.

“We felt a sense of commu-
nity,” Lettman said. “Wheth-
er you knew someone or not, 
you were crying for them 
because you felt the compas-
sion, the sympathy and em-
pathy whether it was you or 
not.” 
 Burks said President 

Bush’s leadership in the af-

termath of the attacks had a 
profound effect on her.

“I’ll never forget President 
Bush going through the rub-
ble of the World Trade Center 
and having his megaphone 
and saying ‘we’re strong as 
a country, you can’t get us, 
no matter how hard you try, 
we’re America, we’re strong, 
we’re united’ and that was 
incredible,” Burks said. ★

FILE - In this Sept. 13, 2001 file photo, an Ameri-
can flag flies over the rubble of the collapsed World 
Trade Center buidlings in New York. 
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The second annual 9/11 
Weekend of Service, run-
ning from Friday to Sun-
day, will bring together 
students, staff and faculty 
to participate in 57 com-
munity service projects 
across Nashville. The ser-
vice weekend will be held in 
honor of the 10th anniver-
sary of those who died in the 
terrorist attacks, and the 
projects, created by student 
service groups, residential 
houses and other campus 
programs, will range from 
feeding the homeless to 
educating young students 
about 9/11.

The weekend, organized 

by the Office of Active Citi-
zenship and Service, falls 
in conjunction with the 
September 11th National 
Day of Service and Remem-
brance, signed into effect by 
President Obama in 2009. 

Last year, over 800 stu-
dents participated in al-
most 50 service projects. 
Nearly 600 students have 
already agreed to partici-
pate in this year’s events, 
and signups for projects 
will remain open until Fri-
day. They will join over one 
million other Americans 
who are predicted to partic-
ipate in the day of service.

Mark Dalhouse, director 
of OACS, worked with stu-
dent groups to organize the 
weekend.

“For a day that will al-

ways be associated to some 
degree with death and de-
struction, our response of 
a weekend of service will 
bring some redeeming 
qualities to one of the worst 
situations,” Dalhouse said. 
“People can make a differ-
ence and choose to work 
and live together as a com-
munity. This communal ef-
fort is completely antitheti-
cal to what those people 
were trying to do when they 
performed those acts.”

For many, the weekend 
will serve as an educational 
opportunity.

“I hope that students will 
seek to understand the 
reasons behind 9/11, and 
through their service, their 
own reading, their classes, 

Generation 9/11

Weekend of Service honors lives lost during 9/11

kyle blaine
senior reporter

liz furlow
news editor

9/11 service opportunities
Muslim Students Association
Community Partner: Second Harvest
Date: Saturday, Sept. 10
Project Description: Sort food to distribute to homeless and those in need.

SYNERGY
Community Partner: Mayor’s Office
Date: Saturday, Sept. 10
Project Description: Paint, help install flooring, and set up tables and chairs in a new space for 
refugees, immigrants and low-socioeconomic students.

Vanderbilt at the Open Table
Date: Saturday, Sept. 10
Project Description: Cook dinner for and eat with the residents of the Hobson House, a transitional 
community house run by Open Table of Nashville, an organization that does advocacy and outreach 
work for the homeless in Nashville.

Vanderbilt Pre-Veterinary  Medicine Society
Community Partner: Walden’s Puddle
Project Description: Help maintain animal enclosures and care for rescued exotic animals including 
birds of prey, orphaned baby animals, deer, squirrels and turtles.

see service page 2

online video
Go to InsideVandy.com to 
watch Vanderbilt students 
discuss their 9/11 experi-
ences.

Liesel 
Burks
“…there was 
just so much 
mayhem…
it was like a 
movie.”

Shelby
Begany
“I remember 
just being in 
disbelief.”

Jordan 
Reeve
“I think I 
started to 
realize there 
were things in 
the world that 
could harm us.”

Stephen 
Siao
“I didn’t get the 
magnitude of 
the whole thing 
until a few days 
later, it was 
just horrific.”

Amanda 
Lettman
“I was shocked 
because 
everyone 
was shocked 
around me.”



2   ★   Thursday, September 8, 2011   ★   The Vanderbilt Hustler   ★   www.InsideVandy.com

The Vanderbilt Hustler (ISSN 
0042-2517), the student newspa-
per of Vanderbilt University, is pub-
lished every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday during the academic year 
except for  during exam periods and 
vacations. The paper is not printed 
during summer break.

The Vanderbilt Hustler allocates 
one issue of the newspaper to each 
student and is available at various 
points on campus for free. Additional 
copies are $.50 each.

The Vanderbilt Hustler is a divi-

sion of Vanderbilt Student Commu-
nications, Inc. Copyright © 2010 
Vanderbilt Student Communications.

Location
The Hustler offices are in 130 

Sarratt Student Center on the 
Vanderbilt University Campus. Ad-
dress postal mail to 2301 Vanderbilt 
Place, VU Station B 351504, Nash-
ville, Tenn. 37235-1504.

Affiliations
The Hustler is a member of the 

Associated Collegiate Press, Co-
lumbia Scholastic Press Associa-
tion, College Newspaper Business 
and Advertising Managers, South-
ern University Newspapers and the 
Southeastern Journalism Confer-
ence and is an associate member of 
the Associated Press.

To Advertise
• Display ads: (615) 322-4237 or 

e-mail vanderbiltmedia.advertis-
ing@gmail.com

• Display fax: (615) 322-3762

• Office hours are 9 a.m. — 4 
p.m., Monday — Friday

• Visit us online at http://www.
vscmedia.org/advertising.html

To Report a News Item
• Campus news: Call 322-2424 or 

e-mail news@insidevandy.com
• Sports results: Call 343-0967 or 

e-mail sports@insidevandy.com

Corrections
The staff of The Vanderbilt Hustler 

is committed to ensuring our work is 

fair and accurate. 
Errors of substance will be cor-

rected. With very rare exception, 
these corrections will be listed on 
Page 2.

Bring corrections to the Hustler 
office in Sarratt 130 or e-mail us at 
editor@insidevandy.com.

You may also report them by tele-
phone to the news line at (615) 322-
2424.

Printer
The Hustler is printed at Franklin 

Web Printing Company in Franklin, 
Tenn.

Back Issues
Back issues are available in Sar-

ratt 130 during business hours. 

Subscription Rates
Subscriptions are available for 

$125 per semester or $200 per 
year. Checks should be made pay-
able to The Vanderbilt Hustler. A pdf 
subscription order form is available at 
http://www.vscmedia.org/hustler.html

editor-in-chief
Chris Honiball

news editor
Liz Furlow

opinion editor
Matt Scarano

sports editor
Meghan Rose

asst. sports editors
Eric Single
Jackson Martin
Reid Harris

life editor
Kristen Webb

photo editor
Zac Hardy

multimedia editor
Grace Aviles

supervising copy editor
ZacH Fisch

insidevandy.com director
Peter Nygaard

marketing director
George Fischer

art director
Matt Radford

designers
Jennifer Brown
Erica Chanin
Irene Hukkelhoven
Adriana Salinas

vsc director
Chris Carroll

asst. vsc directors
Jeff Breaux
Paige Clancy
jim hayes

service guide

staff list

Professor spotlight

Lisa dordal
A Vanderbilt graduate and published 
poet herself, professor Lisa Dordal 
guides her Introduction to Poetry stu-
dents through various styles of poetry. 
Dordal is a long-time Nashville resident 
who is inspired by the city’s creative at-
mosphere and aims to share this cre-
ativity and appreciation for poetry with 
her students.

How did you become interested in poetry and writ-
ing?
That’s a long, complicated story. I wrote a lot as a teenager. In my late thirties, 
I went to divinity school, and it was then that I felt a latent interest in poetry re-
emerge, and I started to write poetry. In divinity school, I was interested in our 
studies in the Bible of who does and doesn’t have a voice. When I started writing, 
they were poetic reimaginings of women in the Bible. They gave people a voice, and 
that’s where I started.

What draws you to Vanderbilt?
I love the student population. It’s a joy to work with such a bright student popula-
tion. As I teach, it helps me learn the material more. In working with such a bright 
student population, I learn from (the students), which is a real joy.

What would you like to inspire in your students 
through your teaching?
In terms of this class, I’d like to communicate that poetry is for everyone. There are 
so many different kinds of poetry — like music. I’ve never met anyone who doesn’t 
like music because there are so many kinds. I’d like students to know there’s a huge 
range out there. Poetry can connect people to the larger human story.

by emily torres

The Vanderbilt community 
faces the task of managing 
the rising influence of tech-
nology against its often dis-
tracting, prohibited uses in 
the classroom. As digital text-
book use increases in popu-
larity among students, and 
dependence on laptops for in-
class note taking becomes en-
grained in student culture, it 
is pertinent that students and 
faculty re-evaluate the means 
by which technology can fos-
ter a productive learning en-
vironment. 

Although digital course ma-
terial creates an opportunity 
to move forward in the appli-
cation of classroom technol-
ogy, it also creates an inter-
esting problem for professors 
battling to maintain the at-
tention of their student audi-
ence. 

Dr. Derek Bruff, acting di-
rector for Vanderbilt’s Cen-
ter for Teaching and senior 
lecturer in the Department 
of Mathematics, explains the 
ways in which professors and 
students might utilize tech-
nology to make class time 
more collaborative. 

“All the research that I’ve 
seen on attention span, is that 
students can maintain focus 
for 20 minutes. Then unless 
something changes, they’re 
going to lose focus for a little 
bit,” Bruff said. “One piece of 
advice we give instructors is 
to do something different ev-
ery fifteen minutes.

He highlights the creative 
opportunities in laptop use, 

inserting video clips and the 
potential for professors to en-
gage in what he dubs, “agile 
teaching,” through the use of 
Classroom Response Systems, 
commonly known as “click-
ers.”

The clickers function as tool 
for professors to pool a class-
room audience for a response, 
and serve as a powerful re-
source in that the professor is 
able to engage all students in 
the classroom at once. 

Vanderbilt professors vary 
in their tolerance of in-class 
computer use. Some allow the 
use of computers for note-tak-
ing, hoping that students will 
exercise discipline and avoid 
unnecessary use of the inter-
net, while others have barred 
the use of computers altogeth-
er during lectures.

Dr. Paul Stob, professor in 
the Communications Stud-
ies department at Vanderbilt, 
weighs the costs and benefits 
of making a class ‘paperless.’

“I have no aversion to mak-
ing my classes paperless, be-
cause students can, over time, 
get used to reading electroni-
cally.  It may take some time, 
but the right tools - like Kin-
dles and iPads - can allow for 
just as much, and sometimes 
more, engagement with the 
material.”

Stob is not opposed to stu-
dent use of computers during 
class. “My position is always 
that students are paying for 
these classes, they’re the ones 
earning the grades, and if 
their work suffers as a result 
of Internet activity, that’s a 
lesson they’ll have to learn,” 
Stob said.

Similarly, Dr. Ronnie Stein-

berg, professor in the Sociol-
ogy department at Vanderbilt, 
is open to creating a ‘paper-
less’ course.

“Because my students 
have lived with technology 
throughout their lives, I see 
no reason why students would 
be less engaged with online 
text material,” Steinberg said. 

However, her view on in-
class laptop use differs from 
Stob’s. “The policy I have 
about not using laptops in 
class is a relatively new one 
for me. It emerged as a result 
of students who sat through 
class catching up on Face-
book, or reading other mate-
rial,” Steinberg said.

The rising influence of tech-
nology on academics creates 
an interesting tension be-
tween the pressure to move 
forward and the desire to keep 
students’ minds in classroom 
space, not cyberspace. Bruff 
points out that research on at-
tention span has not changed 
in past decades, rather what 
has changed is the quality 
of distracters. He makes the 
point, that before students 
were distracting themselves 
on laptops, they were staring 
up at the ceiling. Once an in-
dividual’s attention span has 
been derailed, it’s only natu-
ral to find something else to 
occupy the mind. 

Most importantly, Bruff 
stresses what she says is 
the greatest challenge fac-
ing students today, an over-
abundance of information as 
a result of the Internet. “We 
as educators are going to be 
called upon to help students 
navigate information,” Bruff 
said. ★

Technology creates 
tension in the classroom

Waste not: too many meals

Some students on the Martha Rivers 
Ingram Commons have raised concerns 
that the first-year meal plan, which 
many say is overly generous, leads to an 
unnecessary waste of food.

“I think the plan does encourage waste 
because you feel like you have to get more 
even if you’d be content with just a little,” 
said student Tisha Causeway.

The meal plan includes three meals a 
day consisting of an entree, two sides and 
a drink, in addition to meal money and 
10 flex meals. As the plan is fully paid for 
at the beginning of the school year, many 
say they feel an obligation to take advan-
tage of all the food offered.

“All I want for breakfast is a waffle,” 
freshman Zach Shealy said. “But I have 
to get like two packets of M&Ms because 
it’s part of the meal plan. I have a lot of 
M&Ms in my room.”

Vanderbilt’s plan is different from 
those of many other universities, which 
typically offer all-you-can-eat buffets for 
each meal period. Some, however, feel 
that the entrée-and-side system helps to 
reduce waste within Vanderbilt’s dining 
system.

Julie Kvedar, vice president of Students 
Promoting Environmental Awareness 
and Responsibility, said, “I think food 
isn’t really wasted as much because you 
have entrees and sides as opposed to all-
you-can-eat.”

Julie Crider, the dining communication 
manager, said, “We don’t feel there is a lot 
of waste, as the Meal Plan is designed to 
eat a complete meal. Our restaurants are 
not all-you-can-eat buffets where there 
are typically more waste.”

Yet while some students feel the amount 
of food offered is excessive, most agree it 
comes down to the individual student’s 
needs.

“I think a lot of students are different,” 
Kvedar said. “Some students need only 
two meals a day, so that could lead to 
waste. Other students, like athletes, need 
those three full meals.”

Kvedar is leading an initiative through 
SPEAR to encourage composting 
throughout Vanderbilt’s dining locations. 
The Commons Dining Center already has 
a small composting program, and many 
food items that are overproduced are fro-
zen and donated to a local food bank.

“(Ultimately), our plan encourages 
students to take what they want for 
their meal,” Kvedar said. “Even at Rand 
brunches we promote ‘Take what you 
like, eat what you take.’”

While for some students this means 
more food being thrown away, others see 
a simple solution to waste.

“I don’t think food is wasted,” said first-
year Logan Wilke. “I just eat a lot.” ★

lauren jansen
staff reporter

camille parker
staff reporter

Junior Celeste Martinez disposes 
of her waste on the conveyer belt 
in Rand Dining Center.

Stefanie Tollefsen
the vanderbilt hustler

Murphy Byrne/
 the vanderbilt hustler

will try to put that event in 
some context, to learn the his-
tory behind it, and maybe how 
a spirit  of cooperation and 
reaching out might help avert 
a similar tragedy,” Dalhouse 
said.

One service project will fo-
cus its educational efforts on 
middle school students. This 
Saturday, Delta Sigma Theta 
sorority and Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity will partner with 
the YMCA Black Achievers 
Program at the Black Com-
munity Center to educate 
students about 9/11. The vol-
unteers will hold a seminar, 
watch a documentary about 
9/11 and make cards for the 
families of victims killed in 
the attacks.

Senior Francesca Amiker, a 
member of Delta Sigma The-
ta, said, “These kids were so 
young when it happened, so I 
think it’s important to reach 
back and teach them not to 
forget. We need to teach them 
that they can reach out to the 
families of victims, to show 
them that people go through 

tribulations. You always have 
to have a heart.”

The McGill Council, the 
governing body of the phi-
losophy and fine arts living-
learning community on cam-
pus, approached their service 
project as a time to reflect 
on and remember the events 
through artistic expression. 
This Saturday and Sunday, 
the McGill Council will pro-
vide a large communal canvas 
and a variety of art supplies 
so that members of the com-
munity can paint and write 
poetry about the significance 
of 9/11.

Senior Kyle Broach, presi-
dent of the McGill Council, 
said, “As a nation, we tend not 
to think about our spiritual 
moments. We deal with it in 
the moment and immediately 
try to get back to normalcy. 
There are some people who 
are severely effected by the 
trauma of the events, though, 
who have to think about it ev-
ery day. We want to make sure 
we are giving the loss due re-
membrance, due diligence.”

According to Broach, the 

communal canvas will give 
community members the 
chance to “express themselves 
creatively, cathartically, ther-
apeutically. To communicate 
where they were during the 
event, where they’ve been 
since and where they are now 
— the journey of it.”

In addition to the Weekend 
of Service, OACS will also 
pair with the Office of Reli-
gious Life and the Dean of 
Students to provide “9/11 We 
Remember” commemoration 
events. The program includes 
a flagpole-commemoration 
ceremony, an interfaith gath-
ering and a keynote address 
by Pulitzer-prize winner Law-
rence Wright.

“I think it’s a good idea to 
associate it with service,” ju-
nior Greer Martin said. “Ev-
eryone is looking for a good 
way to remember it, to change 
their perception about it. Now 
that it’s been 10 years, we 
need to change how we think 
about it.”

To get involved with the 
weekend of service, go to www.
vanderbilt.edu/oacs. ★

service: Students lead efforts
from service page 1
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The Vanderbilt Hus-
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in the Vanderbilt com-
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of letters to the editor 
are expected to pro-
vide logical argument 

to back their views. 
Unreasonable argu-
ments, arguments in 
bad faith or arguments 
in vain between col-
umnists have no place 
in The Hustler and 
will not be published. 
The Hustler welcomes 
reader viewpoints and 

offers three methods 
of expression: letters 
to the editor, guest col-
umns and feedback on 
InsideVandy.com.

Letters must be sub-
mitted either in person 
by the author to the 
Hustler office or via 

e-mail to opinion@in-
sidevandy.com. Letters 
via e-mail must come 
from a Vanderbilt e-
mail address where the 
identity of the sender is 
clear. With rare excep-
tion, all letters must be 
received by 1 p.m. on 
Sunday or Wednesday. 

The editor reserves the 
right to edit and con-
dense submissions for 
length as well as clarity.

Lengthy letters that 
focus on an issue af-
fecting students may 
be considered for a 
guest column at the 

editor’s discretion.

All submissions be-
come the property of 
The Hustler and must 
conform to the legal 
standards of Vanderbilt 
Student Communica-
tions, of which The Hus-
tler is a division.
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According to some critics, globaliza-
tion is destructive to local communi-
ties. In this view, when new products 
find new markets in new countries, 
conformity to an alien culture becomes 
the norm, necessitating a loss of ‘origi-
nality’ or ‘authenticity.’ Some even go 
so far as to call globalization a 21st-
century form of cultural imperialism.

I want to counter these negative ste-
reotypes of globalization with the posi-
tive vision of globalization portrayed by 
Mario Vargas Llosa, Nobel laureate in 
Literature. In an essay titled “The Cul-
ture of Liberty,” printed in the book The 
Morality of Capitalism (which I received 
for free as a member of Vanderbillt’s 
Young Americans for Liberty), Llosa 
defends globalization from the criticism 
that it is destructive to local identities. 

Llosa identifies modernization, the 
creation of new products and the expan-
sion of political and economic freedoms, 
as the process that can lead some mem-
bers of a society to abandon their tra-
ditional expressions of culture — such 
as dance, dress styles, and music — in 
favor of modern norms. Globalization in 
this sense acts only as a facilitator to the 
exchange of products and ideas, which 
individual members of society then de-
cide whether or not to adopt. While one 
can lament the fading of traditional cul-
ture, Llosa writes, one must remember 
that those who abandon these cultural 

practices do so of their own free will. 
The lack of coercion involved means glo-
balization cannot be a form of cultural 
imperialism. Nobody forces a French-
man to consume American products — 
to wear a t-shirt, eat a hamburger, or 
listen to Lady GaGa — just as nobody 
forces an American to travel abroad 
in search of new cultural experiences. 
Thanks to our freedom as consumers, 
we are allowed to make these choices of 
our own personal volition, to enrich our 
own lives as we see fit. The alternative 
is not pleasant. Countries in the world 
which are most “protected” against glo-
balization — North Korea, Cuba, Myan-
mar — are also those which are least 
free and most impoverished. So anyone 
seeking to escape the pernicious influ-
ence of supposedly “arrogant” Western 
culture ought to consider emigrating to 
one of these countries

If anything, globalization actually 
acts to preserve old forms of cultural 
expression from erasure by modern-
ization, by broadcasting these forms to 
new audiences. For example, a World 
Music class offers Vanderbilt under-
graduates the opportunity to study 
music from diverse cultures. I will nev-
er forget walking into class the first 
day to the sound of the bizarre and 
fascinating warbles of Tuvan throat 
singing. But the Tuvan throat singer 
wasn’t the only person who made this 
experience possible for me; the hard 
work and talent of many other indi-
viduals in the global economy was also 
needed. Without software engineers, 
computer manufacturers, internet ser-
vice providers and power technicians, 
as well as ethno-musicologists who tra-

verse the corners of the globe recording 
and documenting local forms of music, 
it would be unimaginable that I could 
ever experience Tuvan throat sing-
ing while sitting in comfort in a seat 
in Sarratt Cinema. The National Folk 
Festival, which I had the fortune to at-
tend in downtown Nashville this Sat-
urday, exposed me to some amazing 
musicians from traditional Hawaiian, 
Mexican, Kurdish, Swedish and even 
American musical traditions, such as 
the blues. Such festivals are not expro-
priations of native culture; they are 
real opportunities for real musicians, 
and boons to fans of music. These festi-
vals show how those who choose to re-
tain their traditional dress, music and 
dance can find eager audiences among 
Americans, just as American products 
find eager audiences abroad.  And an 
international jam session featuring 
a New York salsa band, Kurdish per-
cussionists, and Japanese shamisen 
players showed me how such festivals 
can facilitate cultural exchange and 
offer opportunities for unexpected 
new collaborations. 

Thanks to globalization, we can live 
lives incredibly richer and more di-
verse than those of than previous gen-
erations. And thanks to the freedom 
of thought safeguarded by our Consti-
tution, and our agency as consumers 
in a global market, it is up to each of 
us to choose what we incorporate into 
our own identities. More than ever be-
fore, we can be authentic to ourselves. 

—Jesse Jones is a senior in the College 
of Arts and Sciences. He can be reached 
at jesse.g.jones@vanderbilt.edu.

On Sept. 11, 2001, I was 
10 years old. I first learned 
of the terrorist attacks 
when I walked into my fifth 
grade classroom, but did 
not realize the severity or 
magnitude of what had just 
happened. Only knowing 
what the World Trade Cen-
ter was through Sim City, 
I had no idea that that day 
would completely change 
the America I knew.

10 years later, with al-
Qaeda severely weakened 
and bin Laden dead, have 
we forgotten what hap-
pened that day?

Have we forgotten the 
hard-working Americans 
who died in the Twin Towers 
on September 11th? Or the 
patriots who died that day 
while working in the Penta-
gon to ensure our freedom? 
Or the men and women who 
died on the hijacked flights 
— especially those on Flight 
93, whose bravery saved the 
lives of countless others? Or 
our fearless firefighters and 
public servants who risked 
their own lives to help their 
fellow Americans? Have we 
forgotten?

As we come together to 
memorialize and pay trib-
ute to those who died on 
9/11, I hope we also remem-
ber our fellow Americans 
who are still today sacrific-
ing everything they have 
in order to go overseas so 
that we can live free. I 
hope we also realize the se-
verity of the threat that we 
have continued to face over 
the past ten years, and the 
severity of it today. 

I hear people complain-
ing all the time about the 
War on Terror — and I un-
derstand their frustration, 
but, really, have we forgot-
ten? Regardless of what you 
think about the war and 

its executors, we must not 
forget that the hatred from 
our enemies and extrem-
ists is greater than ever. 
Despite that hate, however, 
America has been kept safe 
and free from terrorist at-
tacks for the past 10 years. 
Sure, war is expensive, but 
can you put a price tag on 
the lives of 2,973 civilians?

I also hear a lot of people 
complaining about having 
to sacrifice a little at the 
airport (no, I’m not talking 
about the full body scan-
ners here), but have we for-
gotten the great sacrifice 
our fellow men and women 
in uniform have made to 
ensure our safety and free-
dom the past ten years? 
Seriously, what is our sac-
rifice in having to take off 
our shoes or remove our 
laptops from our bags at 
the airport compared to 
one who laid his life on the 
line for his country?

On my way home from a 
conference in Washington, 
D.C. last summer, I sat next 
to a soldier who had just re-
turned from Afghanistan. 
I thanked him for his ser-
vice, and he replied that it 
was his honor. He carried 
just one bag, which held all 
that he had brought over-
seas with him. I was in DC 
for three days and I had 
more luggage than he did. 
I realized at that moment, 
through as mundane an 
example as that, how min-
ute my sacrifices (if you can 
even call that a sacrifice) 
the past 10 years have been 
compared to how enormous 
theirs have been. 

Ten years later, I hope 
we haven’t forgotten.

—Stephen Siao is a junior 
in the College of Arts and 
Science, and President 
of the Vanderbilt College 
Republicans. He can be 
reached at stephen.h.siao@
vanderbilt.edu.

The U.S. consumes far too much 
food with devastating consequenc-
es.  The average American drinks 
45 gallons of soda every single year.  
That doesn’t include noncarbonated 
sweetened beverages like Vitamin 
Water.  A bottle of Vitamin Water 
has half as much sugar as a bottle of 
Coke, yet it is advertised as a health 
drink.  Another pseudo-health drink 
is 100 percent fruit juice, which has 
been found to contribute substan-
tially to weight gain.  Reducing or 
eliminating refined carbohydrate 
consumption via liquids is surely 
the single easiest way to be healthi-
er.  Such drinks add bad calories to 
one’s daily intake and do not con-
tribute to the sensation of fullness.

To exacerbate the problem, people 
are being lied to about how to eat 
healthily.  A July study in the Jour-
nal of the AMA found that 20 per-
cent of 270 restaurant foods tested 
were 100 calories over their stated 
amount.  Companies can say their 
products contain zero grams trans-
fat if they contain less than a half 
of a gram per serving.  The 2005 
food pyramid, replaced with a plate 
in 2011, was a complete sham, hav-
ing a highly visible section devoted 
to milk due to dairy lobby influ-
ence.  Its inclusion suggests high 
milk consumption is necessary for 
a well-balanced diet, while billions 
of people around the world are lac-
tose intolerant and healthier than 

milk-drenched Americans.  Serving 
sizes are often reduced to a fraction 
of what people actually eat to create 
the perception that the food is not as 
unhealthy.  Children, when provid-
ed high sugar cereals, eat twice as 
much as they would of low-sugar ce-
reals, and afterwards rate their sat-
isfaction with the cereal exactly the 
same regardless of its sweetness.

Another popular canard is the 
“low-fat” diet.  A 2006 federal study 
of 50,000 women found that the “low 
fat” diet failed to reduce weight, can-
cer, and heart disease any more than 
a diet consisting of whatever one 
wanted to eat.  Products labeled “low 
fat” often have added sugar and other 
chemicals that make the food less nu-
tritious.  Food producers play on such 
unfounded diet fads to increase sales, 
proclaiming their products contain 
“no high-fructose corn syrup,” caus-
ing consumers to suddenly consider 
sucrose a healthy alternative.  Of 
food ads on children’s television, 86 
percent were for sugary, salty, or fatty 
products.  Considering this environ-
ment and the natural human taste 
for such foods, it is astonishing that 
anyone is able to maintain a healthy 
diet.  Some people are fortunate to 
have high metabolisms or a love of 
veggies, but for those who are not so 
fortunate, becoming overweight is 
most probable.  

There are common sense solu-
tions to improve the health of the 
country.  Increasing subsidies for 
vegetables and raising taxes on so-
das, animal products, and French 
fries would substantially better 

the American diet.  Since 1995, the 
government has blown over $75 bil-
lion on corn subsidies, rendering 
corn products (typically unhealthy, 
highly processed foods) inexpen-
sive.  This helps make subsisting on 
burgers and donuts cheaper than 
consuming a well-rounded diet.  It 
comes as no surprise, then, that 
low-income households are much 
more likely to have obesity related 
diseases than other segments of 
the population.   The food journal-
ist Mark Bittman speculates that 
a 20 percent increase in the price 
of sodas would result in about a 20 
percent reduction in consumption, 
which, over the next decade, should 
prevent 1.5 million cases of obesity 
and 400,000 cases of diabetes, sav-
ing $30 billion.

Such beneficial proposals are 
difficult to enact when high pro-
file pundits like Sarah Palin mock 
Michelle Obama for advising chil-
dren to “eat more vegetables” and 
“run around the block.”  Rush 
Limbaugh has claimed that “ex-
ercise freaks… are the ones put-
ting stress on the healthcare sys-
tem.”  Such individuals and their 
devotees, often obese themselves, 
highlight the need for a cultural 
change in this country.  We can 
no longer view a burger, fries, and 
soft drink as an acceptable meal if 
we desire long, healthy lives.  

—Hudson Todd is a senior in the 
College of Arts and Sciences. He 
can be reached at hudson.o.todd@
vanderbilt.edu.

The opinion staff weighs in on the pros and 
cons of various topics found in recent head-
lines from around the world. Obscure refer-
ences mixed with humor? THUMBS UP!

compiled by Matt Scarano, opinion editor
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Stephen Siao
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vampires
An apparent real-life vampire is imprisoned 
in Texas after breaking into a woman’s apart-
ment and biting her neck. Lyle Bensley, 19, 
was discovered outside the woman’s resi-
dence gnashing his teeth and hissing. Bens-
ley, who claims to be a 500-year-old vam-
pire, is currently in jail pending psychological 
evaluation. Thus far, psychologists speculate 
that Bensley was likely under the influence of 
such pop-culture icons as Twilight and True 
Blood. We knew that sh*t was evil.

anderson cooper
All concerned that Anderson Cooper was 
losing journalistic credibility with his “Ridicu-
List” and new talk show (aptly titled, “Ander-
son”) can rest easier today. “Anderson” has 
released a preview of its Sept. 13 episode, 
and this may be Cooper’s hardest-hitting 
story yet. Viewers can expect the full details 
behind Cooper’s recent sunbathing session 
with bikini-clad Kathy Griffin, as well as in-
terviews with notable public figures Nicole 
“Snooki” Polizzi and Daniel Radcliffe.  Keep 
up the good work, Anderson. Or, should we 
say, “Anderson”?
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Patrons can view Folsom’s work in the main lobby of 
Sarratt Student Center from now until Sept. 30. The gal-
lery, featuring large-scale landscape photography, is open 
to the public and free of charge. Sarratt Gallery will also 
be hosting a Gallery Talk with Folsom at 5 p.m. today.

Folsom, a Georgia-based artist, incorporates landscape-
painting techniques into his photographic compositions. 

“He represents this old-school spirit of the south,” said 
Sarratt Gallery intern Juliette Cilia. “He also embodies 
this rustic, bluegrass feel of the South.”

Described by gallery intern Maggie Martinez as having 
a “salt-of-the-earth kind of feel,” Folsom’s photographs al-
most seem like Impressionist paintings. The exaggerated 
use of color in many of the landscapes brings with it a sort 
of whimsy that makes the real-life places featured in the 
photographs seem fictional.

Nothing short of grand, Folsom’s images feature lush 
greenery, such as trees and flora of various species, juxta-
posed with manmade structures. 

“Folsom’s work really embodies nature winning over 
man, rather than the opposite. It’s humbling, in a way. 
And that’s reflected by the sheer size of the works,” said 
Sarratt Gallery intern Ryan Buksar.

“Archival Prints” by Folsom is the first of several exhi-
bitions hosted by Sarratt Gallery this school year. Gener-
ally, the gallery showcases a different Southeastern artist 
every month. The exhibitions are student-run, as gallery 
interns like Cilia, Martinez and Buskar help contact art-
ists, curate portfolios, arrange the exhibitions and plan 
gallery events.

“We are responsible for laying out the space ourselves,” 
Buksar said. “We want the gallery to be aesthetically 
pleasing itself — not trying to cram as many pieces in the 
space as possible. We break a sweat sometimes, too — up-
keep the walls, spackle, get our hands dirty.”

Because students play such a pivotal part in making ex-
hibits such as Folsom’s “Archival Prints” possible, Sarratt 
Gallery is a casual, community-oriented art experience. 

“This is definitely a grassroots kind of gallery. It’s a 
space a lot of people pass through but that not a lot of 
people notice,” Martinez said.

The gallery aims to bridge the gap between artists at 
Vanderbilt and in the greater Nashville area. On this 
strain, going to the Gallery Talk, at which Folsom will be 
present, is definitely worth the while. 

“The gallery opening is a really great opportunity on 
campus to see Nashville’s art scene,” Cilia said. “The art-
ists talk for around 15 minutes, and there will be hors 
d’oeuvres afterwards. It’s a great time; the artists are so 
approachable.” ★

Whether you’re looking to chill out with a cold 
brew or relive your most rage-tastic dance moves, 
the Hustler breaks down the hottest spots for stu-
dents 21+.

Paradise Park
When it was no longer “okay” for someone my age 

to go to Disco, I found myself lost. In a world of debu-
tante balls and boys going golfing on the reg, I needed 
a place to shed my Vanderbilt-induced uppity classi-
ness. I have found the Promised Land. At Paradise 
Park, it’s okay that I dance on the table. It’s okay that I 
drink Natty. It’s okay that my family didn’t come over 
on the Mayflower. Paradise Park understands me. 
How it knew that sometimes, when I’ve had a drink 

or two, all I want is greasy tater tots reminiscent of 
elementary school, I do not know. But I do know that 
when it is no longer “okay” to go to “P-Park”, I will be 
a very lost woman indeed. 

Rippy’s
A breeze ruffled through my hair. For a brief second, 

I thought I was in St. Bart’s. Live music, a rooftop bar, 
and an unparalleled view of Downtown Nashville all 
come together at Rippy’s. Need I say more?

The Flying Saucer
Located in the old baggage hall of Union Station, 

Saucer is no ordinary bar, it is a “Draught Empo-
rium,” meaning there are over two hundred variet-
ies of beers and ciders. You can order a microbrew 
here and not even feel like a wannabe hipster — it’s 
what you’re supposed to do. The German-style gi-
ant pretzels taste like you are actually consuming 
pillows in the most pleasant sense of the simile.  As 
for the free pickle-flavored popcorn, it’s a good thing 
you have two hundred varieties of brews to wash it 
down. ★

A vampire Viking rips a man’s 
heart from his chest with his 
bare hands and drinks from the 
aorta like it’s a straw in a sippy 
cup. Yep, “True Blood” is on.

“True Blood”, the HBO show 
about a world exposed to vam-
pires, nears the end of its less-
than-spectacular 4th season 
with death, more death, yet an-
other death, a vampire-faerie-

vampire love triangle and final-
ly, some sex. It’s not the usual 
trippy, sensual sort we’re used to 
though. This is more of the, “I re-
ally didn’t need to see that” vari-
ety, courtesy of Andy Bellefleur, 
the town’s strung out sheriff. 
True Blood has been a hit since 
it first premiered in September 
2008. The magical and the ob-
scure, not to mention the carnal, 
have always been appreciated 
by the masses, and the show 
delivers on its promise to be 
“something wicked.” Yet, with 
each new season comes a new 
cast of characters to add to the 
already confusing cast of mysti-
cal beings. 

With vampires, werewolves, 
faeries, shape shifters and now 
witches, I anticipated a whole 
new world of mysticism and his-

tory to enjoy. Instead, the ad-
dition just provided a sub-par 
storyline about a witch, Marnie 
Stonebrook, hell-bent on killing 
all the vampires in a 100-mile 
radius. This, sadly, lasted the 
entire season and promises to 
continue into the next.

That was the first disappoint-
ment, but certainly not the last.

The death of this season’s 
most useless character, Tommy 
Mickens, was more exciting 
than Marnie’s eventual shot to 

the head. Tommy, at least, is ac-
tually dead and we will no lon-
ger be made to suffer his crying 
spats and tragic lack of common 
sense.

Therefore, it comes down to 
the efforts of the show’s biggest 
stars to counteract the creators’ 
disaster. Sookie Stackhouse, the 
show’s protagonist, gets a better 
taste of her faerie powers and 
finds the softer side of the afore-
mentioned surly Viking, Eric 
Northman — the naked one, to 
be more specific. She also con-
templates being with both him 
and her old lover, the Vampire 
King of Louisiana Bill Compton.

The creators give little time 
for the show’s hidden heroes to 
shine, so busy giving Sookie and 
her vampires some on-screen 
angst that they don’t properly 

follow Lafayette’s discovery of 
life as a medium, Tara’s identity 
crisis, Sam Merlotte’s love for 
his new family or Alcide’s crum-
bling love life.

The creators’ efforts to give 
each and every character a back 
story stints the development 
and continuity of the show. The 
show becomes a pot of various 
story lines that don’t intersect 
enough to make sense. Some 
stories just disappear entirely 
until the time comes for them to 
be useful again. Like, what hap-
pened to the other faeries this 
entire season?

My prediction for the finale? 
Marnie, while possessing him, 
makes a move on Lafayette’s 
boyfriend, Jesus. And then Je-
sus performs a demonic ritual. 
Again. ★

Nashville’s bar scene isn’t exactly posh; locales tend 
to be dingy and rough around the edges, especially 
for the under-21 crowd. But after all, beer-splattered 
floors and sweaty rooms have never deterred Vandy 
students from hitting up the frats, and it won’t dis-
courage us from a night of debauchery downtown. So 
for those of us who aren’t yet 21 (and don’t have a reli-
able fake I.D.), trade in your Tory Burch and Sperry’s 
for more disposable footwear for the night, and head 
out to one of these local 18+ bars.

Division
The lines are long, but this is definitely one of the 

best places for underage students to let loose and have 
a good time. Its convenient location, just a few blocks 
away from campus, is one of the main reasons this bar 
has been extremely popular with the 18+ crowd. There 
are two separate dance floors: one plays more tradi-
tional top-40 dance music, while the other dance floor 
plays dubstep. Since the latter is more easily acces-
sible from the main entrance, nearly everyone flocks 
there and misses out on the other dance floor’s fun 
lighting and fog effects. Whichever dance floor you go 
to however, you can generally count on Division to be 
a good time. 

McFadden’s
Irish pub? Not so much, as this hit-or-miss bar’s 

name falsely implies. On a slow night, this place is 
scattered with 30-something locals, and worth stick-
ing around for about five seconds; however, on most 
busy nights you can find this 2nd Avenue bar packed 
with Vandy students. So packed, in fact, that when 
you brush past people while squeezing your way 

through the narrow bar area to get to the dance floor, 
you quickly become drenched in a lovely combination 
of spattered drinks and your fellow dancers’ sweat. 
The music, much like the bar itself, is mediocre yet 
thoroughly enjoyable for those who pre-gamed. 

Club MAI
This nightclub feels a bit more upscale than some of 

its competitors; between the colored lights, tiled floors, 
and slightly more spacious venue, this place is more 
lounge than dive. Like so many places in Nashville, it 
brings in live performances that add additional inter-
est to the night. Its one negative aspect is that with so 
much dancing space, it’s more difficult to get this place 
really packed, and bar-goers are never truly satisfied 
with a bar’s turnout unless they’re complaining about 
how crowded it is. ★ 

The Vander-bar 
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Despite the popularity of 
HBO’s “True Blood,” the 
once-intriguing vampires 
are really starting to suck. 
What a disappointment.
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Six Vanderbilt students reported to the 
football complex at the McGugin Athlet-
ics Center on Tuesday night for the second 
session of open walk-on tryouts in James 
Franklin’s tenure as head football coach.

Under the guidance of director of perfor-
mance enhancement Dwight Galt and as-
sistant directors Chuck Losey and Barry 
Brown, the six prospective Commodores 
went through a series of tests and drills 
over a period of about two hours. Inside the 
football team’s weight room, coaches took 
measurements of each player’s height and 
weight as well as his hand and arm size. 
Students were then measured for their 
repetitions on the bench press and vertical 
leap.

“I’m blessed to have the coaches let us 
come out and do this,” said Tyler Anders, a 
sophomore transfer student from Marshall 
University. “I’m really just trying to get out 
here and bust my tail and do the best I can 
do.”

The students then headed out to the prac-
tice field to run the 40-yard dash and go 
through several pass-catching drills, but not 
before they were given a 15-minute break 
while the football team finished practice 
for the evening. As the Commodores went 
through their final sets of gassers in the cold 
and rain, all six walk-ons watched closely 
from the windows of the weight room.

“It’s a great place, and I can most definite-
ly see myself in here working out, doing the 
drills and everything,” Anders said. 

Franklin looked on as the walk-ons warmed 
up for the 40-yard dash, occasionally jumping 
in with an encouragement or a correction of 
technique in between the instructions of Galt 
and his staff.

“Everything I’ve seen in the press from 
(Franklin) is really motivational,” said 
Hasan Clayton, a sophomore who transferred 
from Dayton University this year. “I thought 
I might try to become a part of this.” 

This past spring, five walk-ons were offered 
spots on the football team after a similar set 
of evaluations and player interest meetings: 
quarterback John Townsley, wide receiver 
Daniel Hagaman, defensive back Jarron Lew-
is, safety Nick Aguirre and wide receiver Jeff 
Gendelman. All five were able to participate 
in spring practice and learn the new playbook 
along with the returning players. 

Should any of the six new walk-ons join the 

team, they would do so in the middle of the 
season, when the team’s attention is turned 
toward its preparation for the next weekend’s 
game instead of the fundamental concepts 
typical of spring ball. 

That challenge did not faze six students 
from pursuing their dreams on Tuesday 
night.

“I just love football, and it’s a good op-
portunity to keep playing,” Clayton said. 
“I’ve always wanted to play college foot-
ball.” ★

On Tuesday afternoon, Dwight Galt  led 
six students through a walk-on tryout. 

Murphy Byrne
the vanderbilt hustler

Six students pursue 
dreams as coaches search 
for talent, depth

Eric Single
asst. sports editor

Football staff holds fall session of walk-on tryouts

Fall Sports Previews With fall athletics in full swing, The Hustler 
sports staff previews a number of Vanderbilt 
teams now in season. 

Coach’s chatter
“We have the making of a good team, 
we’ll see how they come together with 
their team chemistry. Everything builds to 
a crescendo at the end of the year.”- head 
coach Steve Keith 

Current record
Fifth-place finish at last Friday’s Belmont-
VU Opener

Top returners
• Jenner Kizer, senior 
• Kyle Rewick, senior 
• Alan Ash, junior 

Catch them in action
Commodore Classic
Saturday, Sept. 17 — 8:45 a.m. CT
Percy Warner Park

men’s Cross Country
compiled by patrick burr, sports reporter

Coming off a promising 2010 campaign that 
saw the team finish fourth in the season-
opening Belmont-VU Opener and sixth at the 
Commodore Classic, coach Steve Keith will 
aim to improve on last year’s strong start 
with more prolonged success in 2011. Ex-
pect senior Jenner Kizer to lead the pack, 
with Alan Ash, Chris Baker, Conrad Goeringer 
and David McAdams providing much-needed 
support for the fleet-footed Commodores.

Coach’s chatter
“We had a great fall last year, and every-
one progressed during the spring. Last 
year, we put ourselves up in the mix and 
conversation of winning the conference.”- 
head coach Steve Keith

Current record
First-place finish at last Friday’s Belmont-
VU Opener 

Top returners
• Jordan White, junior 
• Kristabel Doebel-Hickok, senior
• Alexa Rogers, senior
• Louise Hannallah, senior 
• Liz Anderson, sophomore

Catch them in action
Commodore Classic
Saturday, Sept. 17 — 9:30 a.m. CT
Percy Warner Park

women’s Cross Country
compiled by patrick burr, sports reporter

After racing to five top-3 finishes in its seven 
meets in 2010, including first-place finishes 
in the Belmont-VU Opener and the Com-
modore Classic, the women’s cross country 
team will look to continue to impress the 
black and gold faithful. Vanderbilt was picked 
to finish third in the Southeastern Confer-
ence by the preseason coach’s poll, the Com-
modores’ highest opening ranking in school 
history. 

Coach’s chatter
“We had two players compete in the U.S. 
Amateur this summer, and we hope that 
success will carry over into the season. 
We have a solid group of veterans, and we 
added two freshmen, so we have a nice 
mix of players.”- head coach Tom Shaw

Current record
Second-place finish at last weekend’s Car-
mel Cup in Pebble Beach, Cali. 

Top returners
• Trey DelGreco, senior 
• Adam Hofmann, RS senior
• Will Snipes, junior

Catch them in action
Mason Rudolph Championship
Friday, Sept. 23 — Sunday, Sept. 25
Vanderbilt Legends Club — Franklin, Tenn.

men’s golf
compiled by jesse golomb, sports reporter

The Commodores will spend most of the 
year on the road, traveling as far as Califor-
nia twice in the coming weeks. As they tra-
verse the country — or at the very least, the 
SEC — they’ll look to senior Trey DelGreco 
for leadership. In July the Birmingham, Ala., 
native made a significant stride, winning the 
Alabama Open. The Commodores are hoping 
that his individual momentum will continue, 
propelling the team forward in the process.

Coach’s Chatter
“I’m very excited about this season. I’ve 
been coaching for 12 years, and I don’t 
think I’ve ever been this fired up for a 
year. We’ve got depth, and we have six 
players fighting for those top five spots. 
Any day our number five can beat our 
number one.”- head coach Greg Allen

Current record
No tournaments played

Top returners
• Marina Alex, senior
• Anna Leigh Keith, junior
• Lauren Stratton, junior

Catch them in action
Mason Rudolph Fall Preview 
Friday, Sept. 23 through Sunday, Sept. 25
Vanderbilt Legends Club — Franklin, Tenn.

women’s golf
compiled by jesse golomb, sports reporter

Coming off a 10th place finish in the NCAA 
Championship in Bryan, Tex., the Com-
modores are looking to build off last year’s 
success. Senior Marina Alex, as well as ju-
niors Anna Leigh Keith and Lauren Stratton, 
return with hopes of a third-straight NCAA 
Championship appearance. Each played a 
crucial role in Vanderbilt’s run through the 
tournament in 2010, so head coach Greg Al-
len should be thrilled to get them back.

Coach’s chatter
“We’re going to have this never say die at-
titude, and we hope that when fans come 
out and watch us play, they’ll see how hard 
these kids are working for Vanderbilt and 
playing for that name, Vanderbilt, on their 
jerseys, because it means something to 
(them).” – head coach Derek Greene

Current record
4-1 overall

top returners
• Emily Grant, senior, midfield 
• Candace West, senior, forward
• CJ Rhoades, junior, midfield 
• Kate Goldin, RS junior, defense 

Catch them in action
Vanderbilt vs. MTSU
Friday, Sept. 9 — 7 p.m. CT
VU Soccer Complex

women’s soccer
compiled by stacey oswald, sports reporter

New women’s soccer coach Derek Greene 
seems to have a very positive attitude about 
the upcoming season. Despite the loss of 
many senior playmakers, the 10 newcomers, 
as well as the returning players, are display-
ing an intense level of commitment, with the 
hope of finishing in at least the top half of the 
Southeastern Conference. Greene, a former 
assistant at Vanderbilt, is very familiar with 
the level of competition in the league.zac hardy/ the vanderbilt hustler 

vanderbilt athletics

vanderbilt athletics 

zac hardy/ the vanderbilt hustler

Michael Frascella/ the vanderbilt hustler
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Energy. Intensity. 
These are just two words used by senior captain 

Candace West to describe Derek Greene, the new head 
coach of the women’s soccer team. 

“We’re ready to go to war after he talks to us,” West 
said. 

And to war the Commodores have gone, kicking off 
their season with a 4-1 record, despite injuries and the 
loss of several play-making seniors. 

One of the faces behind this start is Greene, who 
replaced previous head coach Ronnie Woodard in late 
July after she announced her retirement from the 
women’s soccer program. Greene was hired as an as-
sistant by Woodard prior to the 2010 season and hasn’t 
had much difficulty transitioning to the head coaching 
position. 

“I’ve been waiting and relishing this opportunity for-
ever, and I’m glad it’s finally here,” Greene said. 

With 15 years of coaching experience, including 
eight seasons in the Southeastern Conference, he’s 
no novice to the role. Greene’s training truly began, 
however, in his days as a player, where he developed a 
drive to compete and a desire to lead. He cites himself 
as a “self-starter,” someone who could “get [himself] 
motivated to do anything.” 

Perhaps it’s this ability to motivate that makes him 
an effective coach. 

He also credits his enthusiasm to his parents and 
many of his own coaches, people in his life who in-
stilled within him a passion for soccer and the desire 
to make a difference — one already be seen by Com-
modore fans. 

Greene’s young team has responded to the early 
season heat and injuries, finding a way to overcome 
and persevere. Their competitive mentality has helped 
them to four wins, with the Commodores’ upset against 
Missouri State viewed only as a wakeup call to play 
harder. 

Greene hopes that this foundation will lead to a SEC 
championship title and an NCAA tournament appear-
ance soon, perhaps even this year. 

But most of all, he wants every game to be important 
and every player to feel like they’re a part of something 
great.  

“This is an amazing university with amazing people, 
amazing academics, and it deserves an amazing wom-
en’s soccer team,” Greene said. ★

Southeastern 
Conference 

Power Rankings: 
Week 2

by Jackson Martin, asst. sports editor

1. No. 2 LSU (1-0) 
The Tigers answered their critics Saturday, blasting 
No. 4 Oregon 40-27 in a game that wasn’t even close. 
Quarterback Jarrett Lee filled in ably for Jordan Jef-
ferson, but the real story was the LSU defense, which 
made the explosive Duck offense look startlingly mor-
tal. Heisman contender LaMichael James managed 
only 54 yards against the team that has taken over the 
role as SEC favorite.

2. No. 3 Alabama (1-0)
Nick Saban’s team made his alma mater Kent State 
look downright silly, as the Tide rolled to a 48-7 vic-
tory over the Golden Flash. However, the quarterback 
situation still looked shaky, as AJ McCarron and Phil-
lip Sims each threw two interceptions, leaving Saban 
to still refuse to name a permanent starter after the 
game. Inconsistent quarterback play could be the only 
thing holding the Tide back from yet another SEC title.

3. No. 14 Arkansas (1-0)
Quarterback Tyler Wilson showed that he is not go-
ing to have any trouble replacing Ryan Mallett, as he 
threw for more than 260 yards and two touchdowns as 
the Razorbacks cruised to a 51-7 victory over FCS foe 
Missouri State. Wilson has two more cupcake games 
against New Mexico and Troy before he faces his first 
real test against Alabama on Sept. 24.

4. No. 12 South Carolina (1-0)
Stephen Garcia didn’t get the start Saturday against 
East Carolina, but that didn’t prevent him from com-
ing in off the bench to rally the Gamecocks from a 17-0 
hole to beat the Pirates 56-37. The win earned Gar-
cia his starting job back for next week’s game against 
Georgia, which should be the most important game in 
determining the SEC East champion this year.

5. No. 16 Miss. State (1-0)
The Bulldogs certainly looked like a legitimate SEC 
West contender Thursday night as Chris Relf threw 
for two touchdowns and running back Vick Ballard 
rushed for three more, resulting in a 59-14 beatdown 
of Memphis. The schedule heats up this week when the 
Bulldogs travel to Auburn.

6. No. 18 Florida (1-0)
New head coach Will Muschamp had a strong debut in 
Gainesville as the Gators rolled to a 41-3 victory over 
Florida Atlantic. Quarterback John Brantley finally 
looked comfortable in Charlie Weis’ new pro-style of-
fense, which could spell trouble for the rest of the SEC 
East. The Gators should compete with Georgia and 
South Carolina for the division title.

7. Georgia (0-1)
Aaron Murray and the Bulldogs looked like the inexpe-
rienced team that they are  on Saturday night as Boise 
State established itself as a true national title con-
tender this year with a 35-21 victory for the Broncos. 
Despite what some Georgia fans might say, the season 
isn’t over for the Bulldogs; in fact, the Boise State game 
was ultimately meaningless in the Dawgs’ quest for an 
SEC title. The game this Saturday against South Car-
olina is the biggest game of the season for the Bulldogs.

8. Auburn (1-0)
Auburn may have been the most disappointing team 
in the SEC this weekend, needing a perfectly execut-
ed onside kick to top lowly Utah State, 42-38. The of-
fense seemed fine, but the defense made true freshman 
Chuckie Keeton look like a Heisman candidate in his 
first game as the Aggies’ quarterback. It’s going to be 
a rough year in the SEC for the defending national 
champions, beginning with their matchup this week-
end against Mississippi State.

9. Tennessee (1-0)
There is a very clear top two tiers in the SEC this year 
— the national title contenders and the other top 25 
teams — and Tennessee looks right now like the best 
team not in those top two tiers, which is still a pretty 
steep drop off. The Volunteers obliterated FCS Mon-
tana 42-16 Saturday, and have another warm up game 
against Cincinnati this week before their SEC sched-
ule picks up with Florida.

10. Ole Miss (0-1)
The Rebels looked strong in the first half of their game 
against BYU, going up 13-0, but they failed to finish 
the Cougars off, ultimately falling 14-13. With the loss, 
it becomes tough to see the Rebels making a bowl game 
this year, but it isn’t out of the question. The road to a 
bowl starts this week when Southern Illinois comes to 
Oxford, followed by a matchup with Vanderbilt, who 
has beaten Ole Miss four out of the last six years.

11. Vanderbilt (1-0)
James Franklin’s first game on the Vanderbilt sideline 
was a huge success, as the Commodores topped FCS 
Elon 45-14. The Commodores managed to stay out of 
the bottom spot in our power rankings for most of last 
season, and appear to be headed for that distinction 
again this season. The next two games, against Con-
necticut and Ole Miss, should tell us a lot more about 
the results of Franklin’s effort at changing the football 
culture in Nashville. 

12. Kentucky  (1-0)
It’s tough to move down to the bottom of the power 
rankings after a win, but Kentucky looked absolutely 
miserable in beating Western Kentucky just 14-3 in 
Nashville on Thursday. The offense couldn’t move the 
ball against a Hilltopper squad that only gave up fewer 
than 24 points once last season, which doesn’t bode 
well for Joker Phillips’ rebuilding effort at Kentucky. 
The Wildcats have an opportunity to redeem them-
selves Saturday against Central Michigan.

Greene brings new intensity 
to helm of soccer program

The Derek greene file:

He’s familiar with Commodore soccer:
• Greene served a one-year stint as assistant coach 
under Woodard last season
• He was appointed interim head coach on July 29

He’s cultivated success on the field:
• In his lone season with neighboring Belmont in 
2009, Greene led the Bruins to a
regular-season co-champion title in the Atlantic Sun 
Conference

He’s no stranger to the level of 
competition in the SEC:
• He spent seven seasons at Ole Miss, helping the 
Rebels to three NCAA Tournament appearances dur-
ing his time as associate head coach

zac hardy/ the vanderbilt hustler

Commodores off to a 4-1 start in 2011 with 
help of veteran and underclassmen talent
Stacey Oswald
sports reporter

One week after handling Elon, 45-14, in head coach 
James Franklin’s debut, the Vanderbilt Commodores will 
play host to reigning Big East champions, the Connecticut 
Huskies. 

“Things that I think are going to be important in (that 
game) for us is winning the turnover battle again,” Franklin 
said in Monday’s press conference. 

Bringing pressure will be difficult since this UConn team 
boasts experience at the offensive line led by senior left tack-
le Mike Ryan. Behind the line, the Huskies feature fresh-
man running back Lyle McCombs who rushed for 141 yards 
in a 35-3 victory over the Fordham Rams last weekend. 

 “On defense, we need to be disruptive up front — sacks, 
tackles for loss — to get their offense off schedule,” Franklin 
said.

There are three quarterbacks vying for the starting posi-
tion for UConn, none of which have registered a start pri-
or to this year: Johnny McEntee, Scott McCummings and 
Mike Nebrich. Just as they did against Fordham, the Hus-
kies will be using these three quarterbacks interchangeably 
throughout the game, despite their inexperience.

“I think we have a little bit better of a situation because 
we got to watch tape, so we got to see how the different quar-
terbacks were used,” Franklin said when asked about the 
Huskies’ versatility at quarterback.

On the other side of the ball, the Huskies return nine 
starters from a defensive unit that led them to the Big East 
championship and the Fiesta Bowl last season. 

Franklin is no stranger to UConn and defensive coordina-
tor Don Brown’s schemes, as the pair served on the same 
coaching staff at Maryland. Brown’s defensive play calling 
led to the Huskies holding Fordham to a mere 169 total 
yards last weekend. 

According to Franklin, both quarterback Larry Smith 
and running back Warren Norman will be ready to go on 
Saturday. Smith was removed from the game in the fourth 
quarter after a hard hit, while Norman didn’t play the en-
tirety of the game. 

“Larry got banged up at the end but that was more a pre-
cautionary thing we did with taking him out,” Franklin 
said. “We feel good about (Warren Norman); we could have 

played him on Saturday.”
As the Commodores prepare to take on UConn, they will 

remember last year’s painful loss to the Huskies.
“I remember scoring three touchdowns real quick, and 

then just coming out in the second half real flat, and we 
didn’t score again,” said tight end Brandon Barden. “We 
want to come out this year and beat them for good.” 

The Commodore defense needs to take advantage of the 
Huskies’ inexperienced offensive backfield while the Vander-
bilt offense must find holes in UConn’s veteran defense to 
bring further success to Franklin’s first season. 

The players know it will be tough.
“We know they’re a great team,” said linebacker Tristan 

Strong. “We’re going to have to play our best game.”★

Breaking down the 
enemy: Connecticut
Vandy looks to knock off the reigning 
Big East champions on Saturday

Next game:

Amit Chakraborty
sports reporter

Next game:

v.

Saturday, Sept. 10

6:30 p.m. CT

Vanderbilt Stadium

Nashville, Tenn. 

TV:  CSS, ESPN3.com

Radio: 97.1 FM

v.
Friday, Sept. 9

7 p.m. CT

VU Soccer Complex

Nashville, Tenn. 

Beck Friedman/ the vanderbilt hustler
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NOW HIRING NEAT PEOPLE!
The Original Storage and Organization Store®

Part-time Sales and 
Visual Merchandising 

Shifts include early mornings, 
late nights, daytime, evenings 

and weekends.

Our talented employees, 
unique products, exceptional 
customer service and great 
bene� ts truly set us apart. 

Nashville The Mall at Green Hills
Grand Opening Saturday & Sunday, November 5th & 6th

Apply online today at containerstore.com/careers

The Container Store promotes a smoke-free, drug-free environment. EOE.  
©2011 The Container Store® Inc.  All rights reserved. 11-13842  8/11
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Across
1 Leader elected by 

monks
6 Jazz aficionado
9 “__ Astor”: Sargent 

portrait
13 Rule
15 Maker of Good Grips 

kitchen tools
16 __ of mystery
17 Former quarterback 

Peete
18 Portrayer of the Elf 

maiden Arwen in “The 
Lord of the Rings”

20 Hunk’s pride
21 The sun, in Cancún
23 Award for books 

on tape
24 Torchiere, e.g.
26 Exist like a mob 

informant, say
29 Mlle. counterpart
33 Nut in a cupule
34 Words in a market 

report
36 Equip with firepower
37 Somersaulting dive
39 Executive position
41 Tolkien creature
42 “Pink Shoe Laces” 

singer Stevens
46 Green shade
47 Tourney ranking
49 Enjoy leisurely
51 1988 Radio Hall of 

Fame inductee
53 Boss, in Swahili
56 Beatles title woman 

who “made a fool of 
everyone”

57 Bit of work
60 Solon
62 Santa Catalina’s 

only city
64 All: Pref.
65 Wrap up
66 Place for a picture
67 Narc’s goal
68 Old IBM PCs
69 It’s chopped, in a way, 

in 18-, 26-, 49- and 
60-Across

Down
1 Indian tomb site
2 Nincompoop
3 Briefs not seen in 

court
4 Sommelier’s prefix
5 Like many a New 

England street
6 Kid finishing a book, 

maybe
7 They’re under 

shoulder joints, 
anatomically

8 “Mazel __!”
9 Bucks shots

10 Seasonal song 
starter

11 Eins und zwei
12 Easy to maneuver, 

at sea
14 Versatile synthetic
19 Cap with a pom-pom 

called a toorie
22 Remote hiding place?
24 Frond bearer
25 Stuck, after “in”
26 Old Nigerian capital
27 Words of compassion

28 Walt Disney, vis-à-vis 
Mickey Mouse

30 Indira’s successor
31 Treasure stash
32 Brew hue
35 Unfortunate soul
38 Chewy caramel candy
40 Sneaky maneuver
43 Buck the majority
44 Guts
45 Quaint outburst
48 “Aw, shucks!”
50 “Giant Brain” unveiled 

in 1946

52 It follows April in Paris
53 Shapeless form
54 U.S.’s largest S&L until 

its 2008 collapse
55 Botanical bristles
57 Mtn. statistic
58 Where all roads lead?
59 Growl
61 Annoy
63 “Wheel of Fortune” 

purchase

crossword

9/8/11
9/5/11 Solutions

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2
3 4
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