
West E
nd Ave

21st Ave

20 & GRAND 19
th

 A
ve

 S

Grand Ave

Just steps away from Vanderbuilt University is luxury that you can call home. 20 & Grand offers:

• Spacious one & two bedroom floorplans • Reserved covered parking
• Full-size washer/dryers • State-of-the-art 24-hour fitness facility
• Huge closets • Controlled access entrances & visitor entry system
• Dual phone lines & cable-ready outlets • Onsite management & 24-hour maintenance

W H E R E  H O M E

C O M E  T O G E T H E Rc a m p u s  l i f e

W E S T  E N D  L U X U R Y  A P A R T M E N T S

615.327.1377
2000 Grand Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee
info@twenty-grand.com

and
N O W  A C C E P T I N G  R E S E R V AT I O N S

The VanderbilT husTler
friday, february 11, 2011

T h e  v o i c e  o f  v a n d e r b i l T  s i n c e  1 8 8 8

123rd year, no. 14www.insideVandy.com

sporTs
Q&A with James Franklin 
on what the future holds for 
Vanderbilt football
See page 6

opinion
Columnist Hudson Todd 
reflects on the situation 
in Egypt
See page 4

TodaY’s WeaTher

Sunny, 38 / 19

campus neWs

Ambassador Atallah Shabazz, daughter of 
civil rights leader Malcolm X, spoke to the 
Vanderbilt community Thursday evening. 
In the talk entitled “Melting Pot: Cultural 
Diplomacy/Multi-National Patriotism,” 
Shabazz spoke at length about portrayals of 
her father and multiculturalism today.

Talking about her multicultural roots as 
African, Carribean, Arabic and Native American, 
Shabazz said that embracing and identifying 
with all parts of one’s heritage is important.

“We have to volumize who we are so 
somebody else doesn’t compartmentalize 
who we are,” Shabazz said.

Shabazz is the eldest of six daughters born 
to Betty Shabazz and Malcolm X Shabazz. 
She is a producer, writer and diplomat. 
Appointed as ambassador-at-large by the 
prime minister of Belize, she is an adviser 
on international cultural affairs and project 
development. She is currently completing 
her memoir titled “From Mine Eyes.”

Shabazz has spent much of her career 
trying to clarify Malcolm X’s message and 
clear up misconceptions about her father. 
Opening the discussion, Shabazz asked those 
in attendance to raise their hands if they felt 
they knew Malcolm X Shabazz.

One audience member stood and called 
him fearless.

“My father was courageous, but he was 
not without fear,” Shabazz said. “He knew 
there was a larger purpose that he was 
working towards.”

Three audience members asked Shabazz 
about the portrayal of her father in the 1992 
film adaption of Malcolm X’s life. According 
to Shabazz, director Spike Lee was not 
concerned with her father’s history and did 
not respect her mother.

Shabazz also discussed her father’s 
relationship with fellow civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr., which has been 
portrayed in the media as antagonistic.

“(Malcolm X and MLK) were more than 
just friends,” Shabazz said. “They understood 
each others importance.”

According to Shabazz, MLK and her 
father did not always agree on message, but 
they did respect each other.

The Black Student Alliance and the Muslim 
Student Association sponsored the event, 
which was part of “Islamic Awareness Week,” a 
series of lectures and events designed to clear 
up misconceptions that the media may have 
accidently given the general public about Islam

“I am very happy to have two minority 
organizations come together for a common 
purpose,” said BSA President Gabrielle 
Westbrook. 

MSA President Hana Nasr said she 
appreciated the turnout of the event. 

“Through this event, we had the opportunity 
to bring together many minorities for on 
epurpose,” Nasr said.

Islamic awareness week will come to a close 
on Friday with an open sermon at the All Faith 
Chapel at 12:20 p.m. where attendees will 
have the opportunity to observe the Friday 
prayer and get a firsthand look at the religious 
lives of Muslims. ■

Malcolm X’s daughter discusses
multiculturalism, father’s legacy 

A sprinkler leak in a mechanical room at Cole 
Residence Hall caused a building-wide power 
outage at about 2:30 p.m. Thursday. It lasted until 
about 7:45 p.m., when Vanderbilt’s Office of Housing 
and Residential Education (OHARE) and campus 
electricians were able to resolve the issue.

“When this leak occurred water was in the 
mechanical room, and the fuses there to protect the 
equipment tripped, and that shut power off to the 
building” said OHARE Senior Director of Housing 
Operations Jim Kramka. “But we immediately got in, 
cleaned up the water and got electricians working on 
restoring power to the building, and this evening the 
power was on, the fire safety systems were working 
and the building was good to go.”

Residents of the all-female dormitory were originally 
asked to leave the building for the night. They were left 
with a few lodging options, and they were given time 
to gather their necessary belongings.

“Someone from housing went around to all the doors 
and told us that there was an electrical issue,” said 
Vanderbilt junior and Cole resident Andri Alexandrou. 
“Some people went home because they live nearby, 
everyone that I heard about got a room in Kissam … 
My friend and I are actually staying in a hotel room.”

An email allowing residents to return to Cole for the 
night was sent out after the power had been turned 
back on. They had the option of either going back or 

remaining in their alternative housing for the night.
“We know people have some exams tomorrow or 

papers due tomorrow, so we want to be as flexible 
as we can for those students,” Kramka said Thursday 
night. “They’ve been really wonderful. We’ve gotten a 
very positive response from the Cole residents.”

Residents expressed some discontent at the way that 
OHARE handled the situation.

“I feel like for the inconvenience they caused us they 
could have done a lot more,” Alexandrou said. “I had 
to run around a lot because they weren’t operating 
as quickly as they were telling us they were going to. I 
understand because you never know these things are 
going to happen, but it wasn’t perfect … I was definitely 
upset earlier on today.” ■

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(HHS) announced a new 
regulation Thursday that 
will ensure that students 
enrolled in health insurance 
coverage through their 
college or university will 
be subject to the same 
consumer protections 
created by the Affordable 
Care Act.

Vanderbilt requires each 
student to carry adequate 
health insurance and 
provides Koster Insurance, 
billed to the student tuition 
invoice, to cover those 
needs. If students are 
already enrolled in a plan, 
they have the ability to waive 
the insurance online.

Student health plans 
are often purchased when 
family coverage is not 
available or is unaffordable. 
Approximately 1,500-
2,000 institutions of higher 
education across the 

country offer some type of 
health coverage; however, 
there is wide variation in 
what benefits are covered 
by these plans, as well as 
how they’re regulated. 
The proposed regulation 
would ensure that students 
enrolled in these plans 
receive the same consumer 
protections as those 
received from individual 
health care coverage.

HHS Secretary Kathleen 
Sebelius envisioned a 
positive future for students 
using university insurance 
policies.

“Thanks to the Affordable 
Care Act, college students 
will have more control over 
their health care,” Sebelius 
said. “This rule would 
ensure that these plans 
remain a viable, affordable 
option for students while 
guaranteeing that they are 
regulated consistently and 
offer transparent benefits to 
students.”

The proposed changes will 
eliminate lifetime coverage 

limits and will prevent 
insurance companies from 
dropping students based 
on accidental application 
errors or denying students 
coverage for pre-existing 
conditions.

On Wednesday, the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services sponsored 
a media advisory 
conference call for student 
reporters to discuss the 
new consumer protections 
for students under the 
Affordable Care Act.

Steve Larson, director for 
the Center for Consumer 
Information & Insurance 
Oversight, highlighted the 
health insurance problems 
faced by young adults.

“Too many college grads 
(are) not just worrying 
about finding a job, they’re 
also worrying about how 
they are going to get health 
insurance,” Larson said.

“Americans in their 20s 
are twice as likely to go 
without health insurance as 
the average American.” ■

Kyle Blaine
News Editor

Ambassador Atallah Shabazz speaks to the Vanderbilt community about her father’s legacy and multiculturalism.
Chris honiBall/ The Vanderbilt Hustler
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Cole hall evacuated 
after power outage

college neWs

luCas loffredo
Staff Writer

Students given health 
insurance protections 
liz furlow
Staff Writer

Cole Hall was evacuated Thursday afternoon due to a 
power outage caused by a faulty sprinkler. 

steve Green/ VU Media Relations
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Dining Love
Vanderbilt Dining offers a few treats for 
Valentine’s Day

choco-rama Lunch
• Rand Dining Center
• 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Special Valentine’s Day goodies. Students will get a ticket for 
one trip through Rand’s mounds of chocolates and treats. 
Tickets available with Meal Plan lunch. Free with Meal Plan.

valentine’s dinner
• Commons, McGugin and McTyeire
• 5 to 7:30 p.m.

Special Valentine’s dinner items along with tablecloths and 
music.

fEatURE
photo

Red Cross Nurses prepare to take blood from Vanderbilt students for the Vandy vs. UT Blood Drive.

Murphy Byrne/ The Vanderbilt Hustler
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profiling an 
interesting student

- Class of 2011, A&S
- Psychology/Spanish majors with 

a minor in Child Development
- From Little Rock, Ark.
- R.A. in Hank Ingram House
- Member of the Mu Rho Chapter 

of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc.
 

What are you doing in the 
Vanderbilt community?

On Sunday, Delta Sigma Theta 
will be putting on the Red Heart 
Affair Gala. The beginning part of 
it will have appetizers, mingling 
and a silent auction. We’ll have 
food from Olive Garden, and 
later, we’ll have a speaker and a 
heart disease survivor. There will 
also be a live band.

Why should students attend the red heart affair gala?
NPHC fraternities and sororities hardly ever put on big events like 

this. This is our first time doing this, and we’re hoping for a diverse 
crowd. We’re hoping it’s going to grow throughout the years. All of 
the proceeds go to the Red Heart Association, which is our main 
cause. Our goal with this is to raise $3,000.

 
Student tickets for the Red Heart Affair Gala are $15, regular tickets are 
$20 and a table of eight is $150. You can buy them at the Sarratt Box 
Office, and attire is formal or semi-formal.

Joya Hampton

by AlexA SiMon

by liz Furlow

John Gore elected to National Academy of 
Engineering

John C. Gore, professor of radiology and biomedical 
engineering, has been elected as a member of the National 
Academy of Engineering for his contributions to the 
development and applications of magnetic resonance and 
other imaging techniques in medicine.

Gore is the director of the Center for Imaging Science at 
Vanderbilt and leads the institute by connecting discoveries in 
the basic sciences and engineering to applications in biology and 
medicine. Gore holds additional professorships in physics and 
molecular physiology and biophysics.

“In addition to his work as an outstanding scientist, John 
Gore at the same time has established a world-class center that 
is advancing the state-of-the-art in imaging science, providing 
engineers and scientists working at Vanderbilt with the tools they 
need to conduct breakthrough studies in a wide variety of areas, 
ranging from neuroscience to biomedical engineering. It is very 
satisfying to see his contributions recognized at the national level 
like this,” said Chancellor Nicholas S. Zeppos. ■

VU alumnus to seek Senate leadership position 
Tennessee Sen. Lamar Alexander, a 1962 Vanderbilt alumnus, 

will vie for the No. 2 position in the Republican majority Senate that 
will be made vacant by the departure of  Arizona Sen. Jon Kyl, who 
recently decided not to seek reelection, according to Politico.com.

Alexander will run for the whip position, an aide confirmed 
Thursday. His opponent is expected to be Texas Sen. John 
Cornyn. Many on Capitol Hill believe that Cornyn would run for 
the No. 2 spot and potentially be in a strong position to secure it if 
Republicans take back the majority in the 2012 elections.

Alexander currently is the No. 3 Republican in Senate leadership, 
serving as chairman of the Senate Republican Conference, which 
gives him the responsibility of crafting the party’s message, according 
to Politico.com. Many GOP senators have praised Alexander’s ability 
to stay on message and push back against the Democratic agenda, 
something that could help in a leadership race.

In the past, Alexander expressed interest in the whip job and 
ran once already for the spot after the 2006 elections — only to 
lose to then-Sen. Trent Lott by a single vote. ■

Vanderbilt-pioneered fetal surgery procedure 
yields positive results

Results of a landmark, seven-year National Institutes of Health-
funded trial demonstrate clear benefit for babies who undergo 
fetal surgery to treat spina bifida, the most common birth defect 
in the central nervous system.

The surgical procedure, in utero repair of myelomeningocele, 
was pioneered at Vanderbilt University Medical Center in 1997, 
with the first procedure performed on Corey Meyer of Mt. Juliet, 
Tenn., and her unborn son Daniel.

Enrollment in the trial was halted in December 2010, because 
researchers at the study’s three trial sites — Vanderbilt, the 
University of California San Francisco and Children’s Hospital 
of Philadelphia — found the procedure demonstrates 
significant benefit over the current standard of care, surgical 
repair after birth.

The findings, published in the Feb. 9 online issue of the New 
England Journal of Medicine, show babies who have corrective 
surgery for a serious form of spina bifida (myelomeningocele) 
while still in the uterus, experience a reduction in potentially life-
threatening hydrocephalus and have an increased ability to walk.

“The results are very exciting and confirm what our surgeons 
and researchers found back in 1999,” said John Brock III, 
surgeon-in-chief for the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital 
at Vanderbilt, and principal investigator for the Vanderbilt site 
of the trial. ■

Students meet in Nashville for green 
seminar 

Fulbright students from 60 countries are meeting in 
Nashville this week for a seminar on the theory and practice of 
environmental sustainability.

The program that starts Thursday includes speakers from 
the U.S. Department of State, Vanderbilt University and the 
Tennessee Valley Authority.

The students will also be volunteering to do cleanup work 
along the Cumberland River and Radnor Lake.

Nashville is one of nine cities selected for the Fulbright seminar 
series called “Greening of the Planet.” ■

by VSC MediA SerViCeS
nEED
to know
VanDERbIlt

the top news stories
from around campus that 
you need to know to be 
informed this week.

by VSC MediA SerViCeS
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Jessica Jackley 
talks social 

entrepreneurship

Jessica Jackley, co-founder of Kiva.org, a website the provides financial services to the poor, 
speaks in Langford Wednesday night.

Murphy Byrne/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— Weary road warriors in 
Tennessee are looking forward 
to a warmer weekend after 
yet another snowstorm fouled 
traffic.

The Thursday morning 
commute was treacherous in 
cities like Memphis, Jackson 
and Nashville after as much as 
5 inches of snow accumulated 
Wednesday, followed by 
overnight lows that dropped into 
the single digits in some spots.

Meanwhile, a possible weather-
related death was reported 
Thursday in Franklin, Tenn. 
Police said the body of 82-year-
old Evelyn Powell was found in 
the snow outside a home near 
hers. According to WKRN-TV, she 
was last known to be at her home 
around 4 p.m. Wednesday.

While hundreds of drivers 
slid into ditches, guard rails 
or each other, the commuter 
agony was pumping up the 

economy for some folks.
“I’m getting about two jobs 

a day from the weather due to 
sliding off into ditches and cars 
hitting things,” said Jeff Davis, 
who owns Davis Body Shop in 
Union City. “We have actually 
gone from fixing deer hits to 
fixing snow hits. I guess I could 
say the weather is good for my 
business.”

In Jackson, Gene’s Tire & 
Wrecker Services had to add 
an extra driver after the snow 
started falling Wednesday,

“We always run three drivers 
24/7 and we added a fourth one, 
once the snow hit,” said Kim 
Latham, the manager.

The wait time stretched to 
about two hours at the height of 
the commute as the service took 
about 40 calls from stranded 
drivers.

“We had a lot of them that 
didn’t have much damage and 
just needed to be pulled onto 
the road,” she said.

Vehicles with more serious 

damage were towed to body 
shops or stored at the wrecker 
lot for insurance adjusters to 
evaluate.

The National Weather 
Service said Thursday’s 
sunshine wouldn’t warm most 
places above freezing, but the 
weekend looked balmy by 
comparison.

Memphis forecasters 
expected 58 degrees by Sunday 
afternoon. Highs in the mid-
50s were forecast for Sunday 
in Nashville, Knoxville and the 
Tri-Cities. Chattanooga should 
warm in to the upper 50s.

And beyond the weekend?
“Better days are coming,” said 

NWS forecaster Bobby Boyd in 
Nashville.

He expects highs in the 
capital city to reach 64 degrees 
by Thursday.

The state is also benefiting 
more from seasonal changes.

“We’re a month and half 
from the vernal equinox,” Boyd 
said. “The days are getting 

longer and the sun is getting 
higher in the sky.

That sets up the possibility 
of serious temperature swings. 

Records show that one of the 
more dramatic came in 1996, 
when temperature extremes 
went from minus 3 on Feb. 5 to 

65 on Feb. 10.
“I’m ready to set out 

my tomato plants,” Boyd 
wisecracked. ■

Weary commuters ready for spring 
after more snow hits metro Nashville

LocaL news

Snow blanketed campus Wednesday afternoon, leading to traffic delays and slippery sidewalks. 
Chris honiBLL/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

in 1812, Massachusetts Gov. Elbridge 
Gerry signed a re-districting 
law favoring his party — 
giving rise to the term 
“gerrymandering.”

in 1858, a French girl, Bernadette 
Soubirous (soo-bee-ROO’), 
reported the first of 18 visions 
of a lady dressed in white in 
a grotto near Lourdes. (The 
Catholic Church later accepted 
that the visions were of the 
Virgin Mary.)

in 1929, the Lateran Treaty was 
signed, with Italy recognizing 
the independence and 
sovereignty of Vatican City.

in 1937, a six-week-old sit-down strike 
against General Motors ended, 
with the company agreeing 
to recognize the United 
Automobile Workers Union.

in 1945, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill and Soviet leader 
Josef Stalin signed the Yalta 
Agreement during World War II.

in 1960, “Tonight Show” host Jack Paar 
stunned his audience by walking 
off the program in a censorship 
dispute with NBC. (Despite his 
very public resignation, Paar 
returned to the Tonight Show 
less than a month later.)

in 1971, the Seabed Arms Control Treaty, 
which banned placement of 
weapons of mass destruction on 
the ocean floor beyond a 12-mile 
limit, was signed in Washington, 
London and Moscow.

in 1975, Margaret Thatcher was elected 
leader of Britain’s opposition 
Conservative Party.

in 1979, followers of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini (hoh-MAY’-nee) 
seized power in Iran.

in 1990, South African black activist 
Nelson Mandela was freed 
after 27 years in captivity. ■

on this 
day in history

campus news

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) 
— Researchers at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center have 
joined an international project to 
discover and map all genes relating 
to Alzheimer’s disease.

Dr. Jonathan Haines, director of 
the Vanderbilt Center for Human 
Genetics Research, said it is a 
“fantastic opportunity” for the 
Nashville school to participate in 
a worldwide effort to understand 
the mysteries of the disease.

The project will initially 
compare the genetic data of more 
than 20,000 Alzheimer’s patients 
with about 20,000 healthy elderly 
subjects. As the study progresses, 
10,000 additional people with 
Alzheimer’s and the same number 
of healthy elderly subjects will be 
added.

Alzheimer’s disease is a 
progressive, neurodegenerative 
disorder that is fatal and has no 
cure. ■

Brief: Vanderbilt 
Medical Center 
joins international 
Alzheimer’s project

from The AssoCiATed press

The AssoCiATed press
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I knew a girl at 
one point in my life, 
and when I did, I 
got a terrible idea 

as Valentine’s Day rolled around. 
I had known her for a while; she 
was cute, outgoing and had similar 
interests to mine. Valentine’s Day 
was the perfect opportunity: a 
socially acceptable chance to get 
her attention in a cute but hopefully 
tasteful and respectful way.

I had to make a plan to get this 
girl’s attention, and as best I knew, 
she had two interests: molecular 
biology and recreation. I had made 
my decision. I had to make a card 
that would really get her attention 
— by writing a meaningful note 
inside the card and making it in a 
shape that appealed to her interest 
in biology. I Googled “heart-shaped 
proteins” in an image search and 
found exactly what I was looking 
for: serum albumin, a heart-shaped 
plasma protein found in mammals. 
I printed the image in standard 
Valentine’s colors, and I set to work 
to create a meaningful, homemade 
card.

I was thoughtful, sensitive, 
respectful and, in my humble 
opinion, attractive. How could I 
possibly be resisted on Valentine’s 
Day? And to top it off, I had created 
a homemade card in the shape of 
serum albumin (a heart) that would 
hopefully send the messages “I’m 
stuck on you” (serum albumin floats 
around in the blood, and it’s kind of 

like Velcro) and “I would really like 
to go out with you sometime.” Hello, 
Hallmark!

I went over to the girl’s dorm room 
to hand-deliver my card. I knocked 
on the door and handed her the 
card. After a hello and a warm smile 
there was clearly something about 
the card that struck her as odd. I 
explained what it was; her roommate 
agreed it looked a lot like a heart, 
and she thanked me. We had a long 
conversation that night about many 
different things, but my affection 
for her was not discussed. I have no 
clue what became of the card, what 
she thought of it or why there was 
no response, but let’s face it — I had 
made a card out of a protein. What 
kind of a fool was I?

I urge you gentlemen to not be 
too original with a girl you are not 
already dating. She will put up with 
your quirkiness once you have been 
together for a few months, but until 
then, buy a Hallmark card (if you do 
a card at all), buy some chocolate 
in reasonable quantity because you 
will have to eat half of it and do not 
appear to have put too much effort 
into anything that you decide to 
do (including making cards out 
of protein models that look like 
hearts).

Happy Valentine’s Day!

— Bradley Girod is a junior in the 
College of Arts & Science. He can 
be reached at bradley.j.girod@
vanderbilt.edu.

Props to Egyptian protestors for 
their rage against the machine. Let 
there be no doubt, Hosni Mubarak 
truly was a machine of some sort. 
The man had incarcerated roughly 
5,000-10,000 people without 
charge or trial; he was responsible 
for 567 known cases of torture, and, 
according to various estimates, he 
accrued as much as $50-70 billion 
due primarily to malfeasance. 

The fact that 40 percent of Egyptians are living 
on $2 a day makes such obscene wealth all the 
more outrageous. It undoubtedly makes one 
feel better to know that Egypt is rated 98th out 
of the 178 countries included in Transparency 
International’s Corruption Perception Index. 
Yes, the fact that Egypt, a country that had 
its Internet shut down, is about average in its 
corruption relative to the rest of the globe is quite 
reassuring. 

Well, at least Mubarak didn’t believe in stoning 
adulterers to death and executing people who 
choose to reject Islam. False dichotomy, you 
object? It actually isn’t. According to the Pew 
Research Center in 2010, 84 percent of Egyptians 
believe that people who leave the Muslim faith 
should be executed. An astounding 82 percent 
believe that adulterers should be stoned to death. 
Over three-fourths believe that thieves should 
have their hands cut off. Half approve of Hamas. 

Such propositions are offensively fatuous, 
and it is difficult to fathom such a huge majority 
of any country supporting such malevolence. 
It makes one take a step back and wonder if 
Mubarak was really that bad, at least, relative to 
the citizens he ruled. My intent is not to impugn 
the virtues of democracy but instead to dispute 
the knee-jerk reactions that Westerners seem to 
have whenever democracy is questioned. The 
typical response is, “Well, how would you feel 
if someone did not support your democratic 
rights?” 

At risk of sounding patronizing, this is the 

same sort of faulty logic people employ when 
they argue that anyone who thinks the U.S. can 
have a nuclear arsenal, but Iran can’t, has a 
double standard. That is equivalent to saying, 
“If you are going to let your kitty cat sleep in 
your bed, why not let a tiger sleep in it as well?” 
Iran, a democracy, elected a man who doesn’t 
believe in the Holocaust with two-thirds of the 
vote. There is not one shred of evidence, by the 
way, that the election was fixed. Of course, the 
visceral assumption that only fraudulency could 
put someone like Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in 
office is to be expected of people with blind faith 
in democracy.

Truly though, you must praise the Egyptian 
peoples’ persistence. After all, even though 
Mubarak had said that he will leave office in 
September, they just couldn’t wait that long. 
A better idea would be to run out in the streets 
and get sprayed with tear gas canisters that were 
rashly labeled “Made in the U.S.” Now, he has 
handed power over to his vice president, but he 
retains his title of president and still has control 
over the reform process. 

Ayaan Hirsi Ali, a former Muslim conservative 
turned secular liberal, recently predicted that 
all signs point to a radical Islamist winning the 
first democratic election in Egypt following 
Mubarak’s departure. After all, only 27 percent of 
Egyptians say they would prefer “modernizers” 
over “Islamists.” Ali added that the West must 
actively inject themselves into Egyptian politics 
to sway the nation to support secular governance 
over the Muslim Brotherhood. How dare America 
even contemplate messing with another nation’s 
government! It is just so uncool to even hint at the 
idea that there could be a system of governance 
that functions better than democracy in a specific 
region of the world at a specific time. Truth is not 
always cool, unfortunately.

— Hudson Todd is a sophomore in the College 
of Arts and Science. He can be reached at 
hudson.o.todd@vanderbilt.edu.

tHe VerdiCt Stand and be judged by the Hustler 
opinion staff! Compiled by the staff 
of The Vanderbilt Hustler

Gawker Usually little more than a 
constantly updating version of our 
own Verdict, this week Gawker 
ventured into new territory: 
reporting breaking news. In one of 
their first stories, they reported on 
a Republican congressman, Chris 
Lee, who despite being married 
had sent pictures to a woman he 
met through Craigslist, where he 
was pretending to be a divorced 
lobbyist. Three hours after Gawker 
broke the news, Lee resigned.

egyptian 
protests

Just when it seemed as though 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
would yield to protestors, Mubarak 
gave a defiant speech in which he 
refused to step down. So much for 
the classic song by The Bangles: 
“Walk like an Egyptian.”

presidential 
primaries

Uh-oh. We’ve got bad news. It looks 
like Donald Trump might run for 
president again. On Thursday at 
the Conservative Political Action 
Conference in Washington, D.C., 
Trump said, “If I run and if I win, this 
country will be respected again. I 
can tell you that.” We at The Verdict 
couldn’t disagree with the Donald 
more.

primetime tV On Wednesday, a new Matthew 
Perry sitcom, “Mr. Sunshine,” 
debuted on ABC. If you didn’t catch 
it, you missed out. This is going to 
be the next big thing, at least for 
anyone still going through “Friends” 
withdrawal seven years later.

HUdson 
todd
Columnist

Reflections on the 
revolution in Egypt

column

BradLeY 
Girod
Guest Columnist

Valentine’s advice
column

On May 13 — if everything 
goes according to plan — 
Dean Carolyn Dever of the 
College of Arts and Science 
will call out my name, and 
someone will hand me 
a diploma. My life as a 
college student will be over. 
According to the diploma, I 
will graduate with a degree 
in “English Literature.” In 

many ways, I will have earned that degree. 
I’ve written dozens of critical essays, read 
countless short stories and spent hours 
upon hours analyzing seventeenth century 
English poetry.

Despite having done all of that, in 
some fashion I’ll be disappointed to be 
representing myself as an English major. 
None of my critical essays will have studied 
works by William Faulkner, Sylvia Plath, 
Ralph Ellison or many of the other great 
names of American literature that might 
come to mind, because I’ve never taken a 
class where we read these authors. 

I bear some responsibility for this — I 
could have taken Twentieth Century Novel, 
one course in which some of these texts are 
assigned (I was waitlisted for the class when 
I did try to sign up for it). But as I look back 
with regret at having been unable to take this 
class, I realize that it’s only symptomatic of 
a greater problem. Not only should every 
English major be required to take a course 
like this, I believe that every student in the 
College of Arts and Science should have to 
as well.

If we’re required to take three math and 
science classes, an American history class 
and many other classes, we should definitely 

be required to take an American literature 
course. As an English major, I’m surely 
biased, but I don’t think it’s hard to make 
the argument that a random economics 
major will benefit at least as much from the 
ways he or she is forced to think in American 
Literature as from Biology Today.

In reading a classic American novel like 
Theodore Dreiser’s “Sister Carrie,” a student 
will understand more about life in a turn-
of-the-century city and its challenges and 
triumphs than you ever could from a history 
text. From Richard Wright’s “Native Son,” 
the reader gains a greater appreciation of 
the trials faced by African-Americans in the 
1930s than a sociology class could share. 
That is not to say that these other disciplines 
are any less valuable, but in reading and 
analyzing literature, students learn in a 
different way that will yield lifelong benefits. 

Additionally, beyond what one learns from 
analyzing any literary text, there are certain 
texts that form the backbone of our modern 
society. Knowing the plot of “The Great 
Gatsby” is equally as important as knowing 
what Abraham Lincoln spoke about in the 
Gettysburg Address.

The College of Arts and Science ought to 
take a long look at AXLE requirements. If I’m 
stuck in Biology lab during my senior spring 
semester because some faculty committee 
feels that I need to know what it’s like to 
learn in a lab, then it’s hard to believe that 
the challenge of analyzing classic American 
literature doesn’t have a different, yet equal, 
merit.

— Theodore Samets is a senior in the College 
of Arts and Science. He can be reached at 
theodore.d.samets@vanderbilt.edu.
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Bookworms and fans of quality 
literature should check out the Gertrude 
and Harold Vanderbilt Visiting Writers 
Series. The university-sponsored series 
brings dozens of current writers to 
campus each year to lead question-and-
answer sessions and read from their 
work. Events take place on Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. in Buttrick, Furman or Wilson 
Hall and are free for students and open 
to the public. 

According to Master of Fine Arts 
and TA Graduate Assistant Margaret 
Quigley, the events attract large and 

diverse crowds. 
 “We get people from all over 

Nashville: senior citizens, Vanderbilt 
undergraduates, graduate students, 
kids from the local high schools — a lot 
of people benefit,” Quigley said. These 
presentations are primarily for graduate 
students in Creative Writing and 
members of the Nashville community 
who want to hear readings from talented 
writers.”

The program has attracted great 
speakers since its creation on campus 
decades ago.

“It’s been around in various forms 
for at least 50 years,” said English 

Professor Kate Daniels, who teaches in 
the Creative Writing and Master of Fine 
Arts Program. Endowment money left 
by Gertrude Vanderbilt provides most of 
the current funding.

The typically well-attended events 
offer wonderful opportunities to learn 
firsthand from accomplished writers, 
but the positive influence of the series 
is not limited to the readings and Q&A 
sessions. The program also arranges 
for writers to have dinner with Creative 
Writing faculty members and to meet 
with graduate students in the program 
to share their experiences and offer 
advice. 

“I believe everyone this semester is 
getting into classrooms in some form or 
another,” Daniels said.

The writers from this semester’s 
lineup will represent a variety of genres 
and perspectives. One evening not to 
miss is a presentation by Director of the 
Creative Writing Program Mark Jarman, 
who will be reading selected poetry, 
including excepts from his new book 
“Bone Fires” in Wilson 126 on Thursday, 
Feb. 17, at 7 p.m.

Additional upcoming highlights 
include the March 30 reading by 
Bobby Ann Mason, whose works are 
considered instrumental in instigating 
the ‘New South’ movement in fiction, 
and appearances on April 7 by poet 
Ciaran Carson and Director of the 
Poetry Society of America and former 

New Yorker Poetry Editor Alice Quinn.
The fall 2011 series is set to begin 

with a bang. The first event of the new 
semester will feature two winners of 
2010 National Book Awards — Terrance 
Hayes, winner of the poetry prize for his 
poem “Lighthead,” and Jaimy Gordon, 
winner of the fiction prize for the novel 
“Lord of Misrule.” Hayes and Gordon are 
scheduled to present on Thursday, Sept. 
22, at 7 p.m.

More information about the Visiting 
Writers Series, including a complete 
list of this semester’s speakers, can be 
accessed by contacting Martha Quigley 
at creativewriting@vanderbilt.edu or 
by visiting the series’ website at http://
www.vanderbilt.edu/creativewriting/
gertrude-harold-vanderbilt-visiting-
writers-series. ■

culture

Valentine’s Day  
List The Life staff has compiled its Valentine’s Day list 

– first for cynics and then for romantics. Below is a 
list of what to do, what to wear, what to give and 
what to listen to if you are in the throngs of a new 
romance or ridin’ solo.

If You Are Single 

If You Are Taken

campus culture

Where to go 

Monday is Valentine’s 
Day, the dreaded Hallmark 
holiday that only exists to 

serve the lucky few that happen to be in a happy, 
committed relationship. On Monday, I don’t 
want anything to do with those people, and I will 
assume that neither do you, because to me, you 
are all single. Misery loves company.

The question then becomes: “What you are 
going to do to get away from your roommate and 
his attached-at-the-hip girlfriend?” (In fact, their 
inseparableness has gotten to the point where it’s 
hard to tell them apart.) 

Why not make Valentine’s Day a guy’s night, 
where the only girls you have any interest in 
talking to are the cute bartenders that you have 
no shot with? For all the single guys out there, 
I give you Sam’s Sports Bar and Grill located in 
Hillsboro Village.

Sam’s is a 21-and-up establishment with plenty 
of televisions for all sports-viewing pleasure. 

It’s a great place to go watch Monday evening’s 
two great college basketball matchups. First at 6 
p.m., No. 17 Syracuse takes on Big East rival West 
Virginia. Syracuse has been struggling lately 
but bounced back with a statement win against 
National Player of the Year candidate Kemba 
Walker and UConn. Then, at 8 p.m., Kansas takes 
their No. 2 ranking on the road to take on Kansas 
State in the latest edition of their annual in-state 
rivalry.

We all know, though, that it’s more fun to watch 
sports with the boys when you are having a few 
drinks. At Sam’s, keep it simple: Irish Car Bombs 
and Firebombs. These explosive drinks will 
definitely liven up the night and take your mind 
off all those good-for-nothing girls. On Monday 
night, the special Valentine’s Day two-for-one 
drink promotions should also do the trick.

This Valentine’s Day, head to Sam’s for an 
evening without candle-lit dinners, Russell 
Stover chocolates and pink teddy bears.

DaViD Schuman
Staff Writer

What to gift

OLiVia Kupfer
Life Editor

Since you aren’t buying 
a gift for anyone else this 
holiday, gift yourself with 

a liquor-induced haze and debauchery. What to 
drink? Beer. 

“We offer the best two-for-one beer specials 
in Nashville. Our best beers on tap are the 
Yazoo Pale Ale and the Yazoo Dos Perros, both 
Nashville-brewed,” said Sam’s Sports Bar and 
Grill bartender Jessi Morrow.

What to wear

carOLine SeSSOmS
Staff Writer

As stylist Rachel Zoe 
says, “shut-it-down 
attire” is required for 

a Valentine’s night on the town with girlfriends. 
Planning and styling your perfect Valentine’s 

Day outfit in advance is wise. The demure 
combination: a sexy, sequin dress, black platform 
pumps and black sheer tights. This look will 
attract just the right amount — and the right kind 
— of attention.

What to listen to if...

KyLe meacham
Asst. Life Editor

...you are dying to start something with someone you are crazy about
“Please, Please, Please Let Me Get What I Want,” — The Smiths
“For once in my life, let me get what I want. Lord knows, it would be the first 

time.”
...you are optimistic about your future romantic endeavor

“Hell of a Life” — Kanye West
“Grab my hand and baby, we’ll live a hell of a life.”

 ...you are perfectly content in your individuality…
“Ramblin’ Man” — The Allman Brothers Band
“When it’s time for leaving, I hope you understand.”

...you are absolutely fed up with your recent ex…
“Next Girl” — The Black Keys

“It was a painful death, but I’ve got a second chance.”
...you have entered a peaceful, romantic form of nostalgia about your past relationship…
“No Woman, No Cry” — Bob Marley and the Wailers
“Good friends we’ve had, good friends we’ve lost along the way.”

...things are still in their infant, infatuation stage
“Weekend”— The Smith Westerns
“Weekends are never fun, unless you’re around here too.”

...you are ready to progress to the next level of adoration
“I Saw Lightning”— Telekinesis

“Watching raindrops stream down on the windowsill, let’s be in love.”
...you desire to seduce your date with some passionate violin riffs
“Why?”— Andrew Bird’s Bowl of Fire
“You’ll get your punishments when you show me your crimes.”

...you want to extend gratitude toward your significant other
“My Favourite Book”— Stars

“I never knew there was someone to make me come alive.”
...your romance is long distance
“Darling, Please Come Home”— Math and Physics Club
“And I have no doubts you’re still angry, but baby we can work this all out.”

Where to go 

Do you want to gaze 
into your significant 
other’s eyes under the 

cover of near-darkness? How about escaping 
the hectic world of papers and fraternity parties 
in the isolation of an intimate booth? If you 
said yes, then venture to Patterson House, 
the prohibition-era drinking den located on 
Division Street.

Your sweetheart is sure to be impressed with 
knowledge of various sophisticated liquors — 
drinks at Patterson are made with champagne, 
whiskey, or gin — but also the expensive price 
tag. Every romantic knows the cardinal rule: 
You have to spend some to get some. And if that 
formula doesn’t work, a couple of drinks will.

A tip: Arrive to Patterson on the early or late 
side since this lounge is busiest around 8 p.m.

OLiVia Kupfer
Life Editor

What to gift

Regardless of spring break 
on the horizon, chocolate is 
still the way to a woman’s 
heart. 

And what better way to demonstrate propriety 
and old-fashioned, southern manners than to 
give “southern artisan chocolate” that is “hand 
crafted, slow roasted, and stone ground.”

Olive and Sinclair Chocolate Co., located 
in Nashville, is the perfect stop for someone 
you’re sweet on. The chocolatier was founded 
in 2009 and has quickly become the creme de 

la creme of candy in the city. The company says 
its chocolate is a “combination of traditional 
methods, modern European technique and 
classic southern flavors.” 

Whether looking for single-bean 67 percent 
cocoa from Ghana or 75 percent cocoa from 
the Dominican Republic, Olive and Sinclair is 
a way to make this Valentine’s Day that much 
sweeter.

Purchase Olive & Sinclair at Hillsboro 
Village’s Fido or on-campus at the Commons’ 
Munchie Mart. 

Lex arDeLjan
Asst. Life Editor

What to wear

carOLine SeSSOmS
Staff Writer

A date night with a 
special someone calls 
for festive attire.

Don’t be afraid to wear some red! 
Although it’s fine to embrace the holiday 

spirit, don’t don an all-out pink, red and 
hearts ensemble. Instead, a classic dress 

(in a shade to compliment your particular 
complexion — orange-red for fairer skin 
tones and purple-red for darker skin tones) 
is a wonderful option. 

Pair the red dress with some on-trend neutral 
pumps for a look that is subtly sexy and perfect 
for a special night.

What to listen to if...

KyLe meacham
Asst. Life Editor

chriS hOnibaLL/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

ben rieS
Staff Writer

Vanderbilt visiting writers series



sports
6      Friday, February 11, 2011      the Vanderbilt hustler      www.InsideVandy.com

Last February, John Wall blocked John Jenkins’ 3-point attempt on 
Vanderbilt’s penultimate possession. That block, plus three free throws by 
Wall in the final minute, sealed a two-point Wildcat victory. 

Though Wall delivered late, forwards DeMarcus Cousins 
and Patrick Patterson did plenty of work for most of the night. 
Collectively, the big men added 31 points and 18 rebounds.  
Due to foul trouble, center Festus Ezeli played only seven minutes. Moreover, he 
left the contest with nearly five minutes remaining in the second half.

One year later, Ezeli would rather not discuss that night. Nonetheless, he 
will recognize — rightfully so — that he is a different player.

“Obviously, I’m better now than I was last year,” Ezeli said. “I’ll be more of 
a factor this year than I was last year.”

Over the 2010-11 campaign, Ezeli has averaged 12.8 points and 6.1 
rebounds per game, enough for third- and second-best on Coach Kevin 
Stallings’ unit, respectively. 

Yet his contributions extend beyond the scoring column. In particular, he 
has facilitated the development of Rod Odom.

“What (the veterans) have been doing is taking it one game at a time,” said 
the 6-foot-8-inch Odom. “We’re all taking it one game at a time and trying to 
get better every day in practice.”

That said, as Vanderbilt (16-6, 4-4 Southeastern Conference) is deep into 
the league slate, Odom realizes that his maturation is crucial to the 
squad’s success.

“In terms of nerves, (SEC play) has really been helping us a lot. We have 
me and Kyle, especially, who have a lot of talent as freshmen,” Odom said. 
“So, we get the nerves out, and we’re ready to play.”

Odom will have to be ready on Saturday afternoon. He, along with Ezeli 
and Steve Tchiengang, will attempt to neutralize Kentucky’s (17-6, 5-4 SEC) 
frontcourt. 

Freshman Terrence Jones leads the Wildcats in scoring and rebounding. 
Though Jones is (relatively) undersized — listed at 6 feet 8 inches and 244 
pounds — he averages 17.6 points and nine boards per game. Supporting his 
efforts, Josh Harrellson averages 8.7 rebounds per match. Furthermore, the 
6-foot-10-inch, 275 pound senior adds a formidable presence.

For the Commodores, Andre Walker’s return may play a large role. 
The forward, who sprained his ankle on Dec. 31, returned to practice on 
Tuesday. 

“It would be huge because we need him in the game,” Jenkins said 
of Walker’s potential reentry. “It would be a lot easier for me and 
everybody else.”

Regardless, Jenkins and the remainder of the backcourt face a 
daunting task.

Lauded Kentucky freshman Brandon Knight has easily made the transition 
to college basketball. One of the most decorated athletes in high school 
basketball history, the point guard is first for the Wildcats in minutes played 
and second in points, with 17.3 per contest.

Another key contributor from last year’s recruiting class is guard Doron 
Lamb. The Las Vegas product is Coach John Calipari’s third-leading scorer, 
at 13.8 per game, and leading free-throw shooter, at 83.8 percent.

However, neither Kentucky’s pedigree nor its talent fazes Jenkins and the 
rest of the Commodores.

“We have a three-game stretch versus top-25 (teams), and we have two 
more games to reach our goal of being 3-0, so it’s definitely do or die time 
against Kentucky,” Jenkins said. “So, we’re trying to get these wins to build 
our confidence up.” ■

Brian Linhares
Sports Writer

Vandy ready for no. 18 Kentucky
Men’s BasketBall

FootBall

Vanderbilt Hustler: With signing day over 
and your coaching staff in place, what are 
you planning to do in the next month to keep 
building your staff and your program?

James Franklin: The next month really is a time 
for us to start working on our program and our 
players here. I’m excited because it gives me 
the opportunity to get to know the guys that are 
already on our roster. The day I got hired was 
the last day of exams, and they were going on 
break. Once they got back on campus, we were 
running around recruiting and not really on 
campus very often. It gives us the chance to get 
to know our players. We had our first morning 
workout (Wednesday) from 5:45 to 6:45, and it 
was like chaos. They responded really well to it. 
Now, we’re breaking up offense and defense, 
putting our playbooks together and getting 
organized for spring ball. It’s really (about) 
the specific, hands-on football development 
and making sure everyone understands the 
message I want.

VH: Can you describe the success of signing day, 
and also how you felt that the community 
received that night’s celebration event?

JF: Looking at signing day overall, we were able 
to do something new. I think we had success 
and were able to do some really good things. I 

think we finished really strong. The signing day 
celebration, all the different things we did and 
the website, I think that went really well. Being 
able to get the campus and the community 
involved in that was important. We went 
around to the sororities and the fraternities 
and invited them. We had a pretty good 
response — especially with the fraternities 
because there was free food. We need to do as 
many new things as we can do to get people 
excited around here. I had a lot of people come 
up to me and tell me that they had lost hope, 
and now hope is back. There’s an excitement 
right now and electricity to what we are doing. 
It’s just one step, and we have a lot of steps we 
are going to have to take to change the culture 
here and develop the type of program that we 
want. I really think we’re heading in the right 
direction; we just need to continue to keep 
people involved and keep people excited.

VH: You’ve had previous coaching relationships 
with a number of the offensive and defensive 
coaching hires you’ve made. Can you talk about 
the diverse perspectives that these coaches will 
bring to Vanderbilt?

JF:    There’s a level of trust that I have with these guys 
that I’ve known for a long time. This isn’t an easy 
job. We work a lot of hours, so you better have a 
group of guys that work well together. You don’t 
want everyone to be the same because you 
want them to complement each other. But I’m 
looking for the same core values. I’m looking 
for smart guys, I’m looking for aggressive 
guys, and I’m looking for guys that are hungry 
and excited to be a part of something really 
special. This is a big challenge, but it’s also a 
big opportunity. They are the type of people 
that I’ve surrounded myself with. Some people 

would view our staff as young, but look at their 
experience. Some people would say I’m young, 
but I’ve coached at every level. I’ve coached 
in the NFL, I’ve been around a lot of different 
conferences and schools and I’ve had success. 
That’s really the same with my staff. I want a 
bunch of enthusiastic, passionate, smart, great 
communicators and educators. I want guys 
who are going to represent this university, our 
program and this community the right way. I 
feel really good about we’ve put together.

VH: With Vanderbilt’s high academic standards, 
you have to recruit a unique type of student-
athlete. How do you hope to continue strong 
recruiting in the future?

JF:   (The players) we’re going to recruit here are the 
best and the brightest in this country. If you 
look at some of the models, like Stanford and 
Northwestern, what’s nice is that you’ve got 
Stanford the whole way over on the west coast, 
and you’ve got Northwestern in the middle 
of the country. We have the chance to do 
something really special in the southern part 
of the United States, and we play in the best 
football conference. There are a lot of things 
that are going to be very attractive. We’re going 
to attract a very specific population of kids and 
families — kids that don’t want to settle, kids 
that want to play big time college football, want 
to get a world-class education and live in one of 
the greatest cities in America.

VH: How have your days as a college quarterback 
influenced your coaching mentality and the way 
you approach the recruiting and developing of 
players in that particular position?

JF:    There are a lot of guys who have been successful 
at coaching the position without playing it, but 

I think it helps. There’s just some aspects of the 
game that maybe you’ve seen or watched or 
read about, but unless you’ve actually played 
the position, you might not know what to do. 
Whenever you can tell a story, because we all 
know that’s what life is about, it can really help 
you in recruiting. The fact that people can see 
a history of success, there’s a trend there, it is 
going to be attractive.

VH: With your most recent coaching experience 
at Maryland, you’ve gotten the opportunity to 
see a true football culture in action. Will your 
prior coaching experiences at various levels 
influence how you approach changing the 
football culture here at Vanderbilt?

JF:   I think all of my experiences — my experience 
at Washington State in the Pac 10, my 
experience at Kansas State in the Big 12, my 
experience with the Green Bay Packers in 
the NFL, and my experience most recently at 
Maryland — allowed me to tell my story during 
the interview process. At Maryland and under 
Ralph Friedgen, we went to seven bowl games 
in the past ten years. While we were there, we 
were able to help change that culture. I said 
the same thing to our administration that in 
four to five years, it isn’t just good enough to 
go to a bowl game. The expectation will have 
changed; people will want to go to the big bowl 
games. With my personality, I understand that 
we can’t do this alone. We need the support 
of the community, the students on campus, 
the faculty, the deans, and the administration. 
We need an environment in the stadium that 
creates excitement. 

VH: Can you talk about the importance of recruiting 
visits in selling these players on the university?

JF:  We really feel that if we can get a kid to visit, 
we have a very high chance of getting him. 
Looking at the statistics of how many kids we 
brought in and how many we got, I think the 
evidence is there. If you can get a kid to come 
here and spend time around the talented 
people we have here on campus, it’s going to be 
impressive. The opportunities that this place 
is going to present to them while they’re here 
on campus academically and how it’s going to 
set them up for life 40 to 50 years from now is 
going to be impressive for these kids and their 
families. Being around my coaches and staff 
and their excitement is contagious. That’s what 
I want people to feel — the excitement and 
passion of my staff. The reality is that college 
is an amazing time to grow academically and 
grow socially. Looking back on my college 
experience, I had a lot of fun. Recruits are 
going to have the opportunity to have a really 
good academic experience and a really unique 
social experience. 

VH: Vice Chancellor David Williams talked about 
how big of a community event the spring game 
can be. Can you talk about your plans for that 
game?

JF:  We’re playing on Sunday, April 17, after Rites 
of Spring. We’d like for it to be a whole event. 
We want it to be a celebration and the first 
opportunity for the public to see our team 
and the strides we’ve taken. We want to build 
on that, and take it into our first game against 
Elon. ■

James Franklin spoke with The Hustler earlier this week about his success in the first two months of his tenure as Vanderbilt’s head football coach. 

oLiVer woLfe/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

Sports Editor Meghan Rose sat down 
with head football coach James Franklin to 
discuss the aftermath of National Signing 
Day, how his days as a college quarterback 
have influenced his coaching mentality, and 
the next steps he plans to take to develop 
Vanderbilt’s football program. 

Head football coach James Franklin

Last February, Jeff Taylor and the Commodores were unable 
to edge then-No. 2 Kentucky in Memorial, falling 58-56.

zac hardy/ The Vanderbilt Hustler
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Head Coach Melanie Balcomb felt like her team got caught up in the 
bright lights of ESPN’s College GameDay and the bright orange of the 
partisan crowd just under a month ago as Vanderbilt stumbled out of 
the gate in its first meeting of the season with Tennessee.

“I felt like the first half we were on our heels,” Balcomb said. “We had 
a lot of players that had never played on that court, had never played in 
that environment, and our eyes were wide open, and we were hesitant. 

We can’t play like that at home, and I’m hoping the comfort level seeing 
the black and gold and being on our own home court hopefully will give 
us a lot more confidence the second time.”

The Commodores were never able to get back within striking distance 
after scoring just 17 points on 18.9 percent shooting in the first half and 
dropped to 3-2 in the Southeastern Conference after the 68-56 loss in 
Knoxville.

But since that setback, Vanderbilt has found its poise, winning four 
of the ensuing five games, capping off the run with a double-overtime 
victory on the road at Florida last weekend. On Sunday afternoon, the 
Commodores welcome the Lady Vols into Memorial Gymnasium for 
the teams’ second meeting of the season, this time in front of a more 
hospitable crowd.

“I think in the first half of the Tennessee game, when we played them 
earlier this year, that we waited too long to believe that we could win,” 
said redshirt freshman center Stephanie Holzer, who was named last 
week’s SEC Player of the Week on Monday. “We’ve totally mentally 
refocused since then. We’ve been very successful winning at home, and 
we have this feeling of comfort here — our fans are here, this is where we 
practice every day. So, having the confidence in this building is going to 
be a great lead going into this game, and it’s really going to help us.”

Last season, that confidence almost lifted Vanderbilt to its second 
straight home victory over Tennessee. The Commodores held a seven-
point lead with 8:41 to play, but center Kelly Cain and the Lady Vols 
staged a late rally to come away with a 69-60 victory. The two teams met 
a third time in 2010 in the semifinals of the SEC Tournament in Georgia, 
where the Lady Vols rolled to a 68-49 victory.

This year, Vanderbilt is 12-0 at home and 16-7 overall, having built 
itself back up to contender status in the SEC East after a shaky start to 
the 2010-2011 campaign by drawing on the two-way contributions of 
Holzer as well as the consistency and balance from the team’s veteran 
leaders such as Jence Rhoads and Hannah Tuomi. Holzer leads the 
team in both blocks and rebounds per game and is one of four players 
averaging 12 points per game or more.

Tennessee has won five in a row since the College Gameday matchup 
with Vanderbilt, including four wins by 15 points or more. Freshman 
Meighan Simmons led the Lady Vols with 17 points in that game and is 
averaging 14.8 points per game for the season.

A highly-touted underclassman in her own right at Vanderbilt, Holzer 
battled a foot injury as a redshirt in her first year with the team, so her 
first on-court experience with Tennessee came on national television in 
January. After a week of play that brought her conference honors and two 
straight 23-point games against LSU and Florida, Holzer summarized 
the opportunity the Commodores have before them against their biggest 
rival as both teams hit their strides in the thick of conference play.

“Vanderbilt and Tennessee have always been head-to-head, battling 
on everything,” she said. “It’s competitive, and I think that this game is 
going to prove a lot.” ■

Women’s BasketBall

Vandy looks to avenge GameDay 
loss as Lady Vols head into town

Jence Rhoads (22) is one of the few Commodores who has tasted
success against instate rivial Tennessee over the course of her career.

zac harDy/ The Vanderbilt Hustler

Eric SinGLE
Asst. Sports Editor

v. 

vanderbilt vs. tennessee
Sunday, Feb. 13 

5 p.m. CT
Memorial Gymnasium

Nashville, Tenn. 

tv: ESPNU
radio: 560 AM 

next game

Player’s
COrNer

with
Jence

rhoads

On the difference between 
Sunday’s game and playing in 
Knoxville earlier this year:

I think we’ll be more relaxed. I 
think we’ll know what to expect 
now. We’ll be more ready, more 
relaxed, more prepared to handle 

the atmosphere, the size and caliber of their team. We’ll be 
more calm and collected.

On the importance of beating Tennessee at home:
It’s a pride thing, beating them on our own court. You feel 

a sense of pride for the team that’s here now and the history 
of the program. It’s an awesome feeling. Being able to be a 
part of that game was amazing, and I want everyone else to 
be able to share that.

On the importance of playing Tennessee as a senior:
Everyone wants to go out with a bang. This would be a 

step in that direction — to be able to beat them on my last 
chance.

On what it will take to beat Tennessee:
We have to know that they’re very capable of that because 

they are a great team. You can’t undermine that they’re a 
great team. As long as we bring our strengths, we should be 
able to pull through.
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Across
1 Part of the deal
5 Little pieces, idiom-

atically
10 Benevolent group
14 Great Plains tribe
15 “Amazing!”
16 House leader during 

Bill’s presidency
17 Soundly defeat by 

cheating?
20 Henri’s health
21 Critical
22 Lummox
24 Maker of the LX 150 

scooter
25 Gloomy Cuban?
32 Photo finish?
33 Birthplace of seven 

presidents
34 Drive off
35 Ardor
37 Grade that describes 

this puzzle’s theme
40 “James and the Giant 

Peach” writer
41 Iroquois enemies
43 Start of a Durante 

refrain
45 Olympics participant 

since 1992, to the IOC
46 Discerning pub 

competitor?
50 Cheerios
51 Music store section
52 Martyred first bishop 

of Paris
55 Notable early student 

of Bela
59 What loving couples 

exchange?

63 __ à feu: French gun
64 Carnival dance
65 Unite after a break, 

in a way
66 Caring
67 Magazine for horse 

owners
68 Sherpa’s sighting

Down
1 Mortar carriers
2 Handle for a little 

shaver?
3 Animal, vegetable or 

mineral
4 Unsettled one?
5 Head-slapper’s cry
6 Scoreboard initials
7 “How adorable!”
8 Big name in dairy
9 Sports logo since 

1972
10 Like cameos
11 Lascivious
12 Title river in a 1957 

film that won seven 
Oscars

13 Eyelid malady
18 Latin lover’s declara-

tion
19 Stock term
23 Saudi royal name
24 Talking Heads song 

“Sax and __”
25 Missed out, maybe
26 Met tragedy, 

perhaps?
27 It merged with 

Piedmont in 1989
28 Playful bite
29 Swiftly

30 Jacket style popular 
with ‘60s rockers

31 Words that lead to 
nothing?

36 Educated
38 Game based on crazy 

eights
39 Card in 38-Down
42 Meager
44 Words after play 

or for
47 Idle
48 Where GOOG is 

traded

49 Canine mascot of the 
National Fire Protec-
tion Association

52 Badlands Natl. Park site
53 Dustin’s “Tootsie” 

costar
54 Denounce
56 Wine partner
57 Down but not out
58 Piedmont wine 

region
60 Bird in the bush?
61 __ Dhabi
62 __ Tafari

crossword
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2/9/11 Solutions

Complete the grid so
each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold
borders) contains
every digit, 1 to 9. For
strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

SOLUTION TO
THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Level: 
1 2
3 4
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