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ArT. I Affaires d’Espam, Nbs. 1 to 5—Confédémnoh dey
Royaumes et Promnces d’Espagnc contre Buonaparte, Nos.
l 206, &c.

HISuacnllect:mofall&e which have yetbeenpub-
lished by the several Provincial Juntas of Spain, or by the Cen-
tral Junta of the Government; tegether with extracts from our Ga~
zettes, translated mto French for the purpose of dissemination on the
Continent : whuemhoﬁnddozfumenhmm;:edv:fﬂtmtw—
dity to the difficulty of obtaining anthentic information
hWMMm .be nothiag which is not already fami-
fiar to the English reader ; but there ia rouch, which appears to be
hgoﬂm,avuympuﬁemlyrmbered and,u the imntelligence
from Spein is daily wscreasing mvolume,as as in importance,
wengladhmdwsdmofhewrmhwhﬂsttheymofa
manageable bulk, and whilst facts are too recant and notorious to be
dispated, for the purpase of giving a slight and general sketch of 3
most_interesting subject, of recording our own opimions, and of ex-
amining some statements and reasonings published by other writers
mspecqthcondnctoftheSpnuhanangluhGovemmgnw,
webehcmtobemormt o m -
trausactions recorded or referred to in PR
mmﬂwd«mtwlwdm we are reading the
cvents of real histary. A King surreptitiously removed from the
centre of his doménians ; transferred, with his family and court, to 3
mm’dmmw;:wm&”wmf“mgﬁ“
upltan,pte.m spectacie, certainly, not less improbable
than the wil ms;ful mmmpdces Even those who, were most
the ar of
had by no mmsexpmted &omlusmandsulr“‘;ohcy, such a
theatnical and fanciful display of his unbounded power.
But any serious resistance to thet power appeared impossible. It
was ata moment when the plan, fwthe subjugation of Spain, was
VOL.I. NO.I.
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thought to be complete in all its parts; when her treasury was quite
exhausted ; when she was without arms, ammunition, clothing, or
even horses; when the flower of her army, enrolled under the ban-
ners of Napoleon, were transported to the north of Europe; when
the many strong and almost impregnable fortresses on her eastern
fronties weré sarrendeted to Frefich garrisons ; when &w
lis, together with all the principal cities of the interior, and the ad-
joming kingdom of Portugal, were occupied by 100,000 veterans,
commanded by experigapott arid able gsherals ; that the Spanish: na-
tion proudly threw down the gage of defiance, and declared eternal
war against their perfidious and msolent oppressor.

The actor who claims our first attention in this strange drama, is
Napoleon, whose most ardent admirers are of opinion, that he was,
in this. instanie; actuated by childish vanity and blind ‘ impetmosity.
Fo the -master of the Freuch empire it was, ev_itgmdy,a matter of
indifference, whether Charles IV. or Ferdinand VII. or Joseph Buo-
naparte, were intrusted with the office of Tax-gtthaerin?m' for
the Denefit &f France; encept.tint a Ptinde of the kewse:of Bour-
bon rightave bean sxpotted to eallect, wt lenst . for some yedrs
loter; the comtributions of Atieries : - wheseas a. tlmtige of dynasty

d-mtot fail vo endunper thas great ‘sotiroe of mpgy,by--ﬁoding
to thos ettensive apminnt which, dwring theiprestat man -
tinee wair, hielther not Franoe weve uble tootdaploy umy mesng
of ceércivn, aik excuse for meerting their intepimdence. But,. oves.
#f it were admsittud, that thie eatublidauent of Jossph-dertiie throne of
wus d redsetiable object of wmbitian, the impewmons-hasse with
hich, after & lung scefie of mceemful treathery, Napolson threw.
off the-task 'of frientship, ranowntetl every sumblasce ubd presense
of mtroritl or hooursble motives, und the persous of the rayak
famitly; was indefoxsible oh - wny grownd of policy, In.his formser.
condiret- e kad tiuch address und prademce: . Not con-
tent with difeeting, throwgh the medium of the Printe of the Poacs,
every motivh of-the royal puppes, whomn he profitssed to trsat as his:
august ally, he had cautiously avoidédu 100 implicit relisnoe on the
fiddlity of 'the Favourite, and by eueouraging the. hopes of
the heir t ah theene, hud guined, if net his affoction and confidenco,
at deast a2 -complets avd unlimited asverslancy over his wsind wnd con-
duet. -This iv fally proved by every act of Verdinad wired teised to
the throne, und parti yby Lis jowney t0-Bayodhey and althoogh
the predominant ifluence of his purty, evinced by she ahdioation of.
Charles IV might naturally give censidesable umbrage to Fianoe,
it is plain that the womarch mast have remaived in a'state of vessloge.
Napoleon, in his chareter of sily and mediator, wnnrlyomi&
tent. It depended on hivuself to-vecapy the i t of
diz, Carthagene, and Retvol, and thus to out off the pessibility.of a
eomniwication with Eugland, By bestowsipon Ferdumad, asa gft,
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b“dhmhmghbmwwwhw
prince in the eyes of his:subjects, compellod him to become, like his
father, the iisermble imtsument of French. mapacity, sud altimalely,
like him, mdﬁnndnm.u&e price of snfetys I &v: wond, e
have pursued, wetly inpunity, say conduet but that which-more
wounded the. pride of . every Bpanird, omd which was fgt hy
each s apersenal weult... Still, owever, we' must canfess; that if,
by the bold 'mud decisive msasure, fopm which (he anticipated the wi-
tev disssey and Confasion of his opponetits, ke anly excited their in-
digustion, and animated theiy courage, his fallure was nat monk: ceny
tnryto hnmmﬂnnmﬁtdﬂkmmw

hdeedﬁsupm d mdg‘pha-;, whigh hmtoutu
hmmdl theproyinees of Spein, acesns ta kaveesonihe
&d even she Speniprds themsslyes, inssmaich thet the Junts of Sewille
mstu.tonmmhponfofﬁnmdam

L]

and imtismidation ; smongst women, snd monks, and prelates:- snd
our readers will recolloct an casly and curious example of
this epirit, in.a public letter frem the Bishap of Osense, contnining
ids semsons for vefising to attend the convocation at Bayowve. It
wus net o bimi and arvogant presumption ;. it was the confidence of
men. who had calinly and ettentively swneyed the gigantic power ope
posed to thers ; ﬂohdwmdthmmelvmwencoutapnw
uu,aideﬁm,mddmuen,nndwhnfomw shat by brnging
saccessively ito action all theirmeasa of annoyaace, they must ati-
mately exhmmt and wmanouttbe mighty emesny, whom they were yur
dblo-hhehy. danct sncounter.  Animated by this spint, the
~ heommn, for & tawe, anation of stateamen and of heroes,
semperuts, yet fmun end smergetic Gosernment of ihe Junten,
whilst actiug as .confademsed Republics, ‘astonished all Europe.
That of Sewlle i partiowisr «displayed, in the first momants of its
fom,lnhnergyofﬁebutorpawodaemm, with 8 heppy
amdacity it assyned, and sxencised, for a time, all the functions of 8
sovereign ; seived the French figes. at Codiz; opened » communica-
muﬁﬁpﬂm;uad-domednﬂ,md

?i

~

anv«.
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equally caloulated to imstruct, to. excite, and:to snconmge-thein coun-
trymen. The brilliant suecess of Castambmat Beylen 5, the stilh mose
brillisst and even ronmstic exploits of Pealsfox im the defence of Za-
wgom ;- uhm&#.fwmmm
nd,samdtobednunutof now-and podigious . mictories ; end
the expectations of .these who were mmhmm
snd particulerly of &e&ﬂp-un,mldn longer be cenfimed .
within the bpunds of reason or. Aﬂwm.-du
-Mﬁcﬂwtheuuoi .
hopes were very umuooublelfthqmm
z ‘themselves, if their completion was inosm~
pubhﬂhmf&.m. -peshaps the gloom snd
denqmdbyﬁarhimmybc,lfmtm-dlq
disproportiomed to the ocoasion; perbape 400 the .nnociuetofnt
GomnﬁnmnlmﬂSpmmyuhvcymuh«; d
it is becsuse.such is in fact our-opmion, that.we have -t supe
port it by the testimouy of the now befioso ws. - asithat

Ithuheenemtuded, omdnofm,thubsm
have forfeited their whele o the sympathy of frec nataons,
making the restoration of .mmumm
ﬂnreﬁm;hthwqfdtnddephmdthemddurdd

Mmhvepnﬁhdby&emoitheﬁm
and to have reformed all abuses; that, fighting in such a ceuse, they
would bave been imviucible; hntdntmthqmllbﬁohuy
ed and ttampled on by Busnaparte, and will deserve their fate, bocmme

-

%

they have substituted an ill-timed end vameaning loyalty, in thereamed

a rational and ardeat patriotim. -Now thisis to require ¢hat Spaniards
should argue aud feel like. Bnglishwen, which is ot quite ressonable :
ndnwdao,uwethmk,uaywmﬁtbﬁcb We
do not suppose that the dlear-aighted ¢ of Spam, or. the. nobies,
ot the magistrates, ever folt, ‘or. now feel that
for the persen of lerdinand VII. which they kave expramed, and still
express to the world ; but he had long. been an object:of hatoed 80 the
Favourne,mddmhatmdmdaedhm .the natiral patron-of all the
disaffected, that isto say.of nearly the whole nation. The clergy saw
-mhmmmworofﬂlenm agmmst that cenfiscation which
they uaturally apprehended to be e geand. object of Bnouapute’s
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svarice ;- the megistrates andrnobles hoped from him the preservation
of their ancient laws, their dighities and their privileges. He was also
the inmmediate victins of Napoleon; his degradation was thmt specific
violation of tise national - ndependence which became the umversed
sigmal of revolt. It is:therefore strangely mcorrect to represent the

Spantayds ss:kaving ‘changed -their ground, .or to consider them at
Munmyahtp-tyam Besx,ies,noﬂlmgcnnbemuch

meve harmiess than the proclamation of an absent and imprisoned
sovereigu. Ofwht rtance can it be whether the war cry is
¢ Ferdimand' VIL’ or ¢ Hereditary succession-according to the funde-

mental laws of the monanehyi’ The question at issne 18 whether the
King of Spain, recerving his crown by hereditary descent, according to

. a oertain lme of succession, established by the fundamental laws of

the monarchy, mbyhusoleac:lr‘:eue ﬂmcel::ﬂs,mdmferdue
alleggsmce of hae nbjeeta to an ? - Consequently the mesning of
both exclamations is the same.  Besides, the authority of a common .
i the great bond of union between the Spamards of Europe
and these of America; and as Spain is, far more than any European
mm,depmdntonher tmns-atlnuccolothn;es, it was of no small
importance to procure the co-operation of the islands of Mexico, and
of the southern continent. - The enthusiasm with which the cause of
Ferdinand has been -adopted, and the mass of pecumary assistance
which lmas been voted by distant Governments, furnish some
proof that the Patriots j wisely im employing a name which, what-
ever idens we may attach to it, has acted like a talismen on the heart
of every Spaniard in-both hemispheres. Whether it would have been
quite commistent with common prudence to proclaim, thronghout their
extensive empire, an immediate reform of all abuses, and the blessings
of a regenerated government is, at least, doubtful. Lastly, we submit
that it would be diffichit-to point out to-a Spamard any abuse of pre-
rogetive of which, at suchi 2 moment as this, he would very ardently
wishs the reform. . Whilst the whole armed frontier of Spein, her capi-
tal, smd almost half of her.territory are oocupledby French troops, it
is childish to swppose that his patriotism will re any other stimu-
lus t0 exestion. Common sense will tell him at national indepen-
dence-myast, under such circumstances, be preparatory to civil tme—
dom. Spam, we think, has already made no small progress towards
bberty, suee itis nosorious that she possesses an elective Govern-
llut, under a phantom ; and no mein, we conceive, can seri-
Wﬂm if she be ultimately rescued from: the grasp of
Fme, ber ‘heroic defenders will voluntarily resume the chains of
civil despotism, and of religious intolerance.

Other writers bave given us a dirveotly opposite statement. Far
from imputing to Spanish patriotism an undue leaven of loyalty, they
affirm thet the events of -last May are to be considered us a complete
revolution, in the Prench sem:oﬂhe term, that this revolution was
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sffacted solely. by the enevgies.of the.middiing and Joweviclesns ' of
‘hepeople,andvaypmmpﬂyby&on'hohdmm:nb
siate ; no stake, no consideration, w Itiis predictodshut the
wofd:eruoluho:?.lm- for she nation, et
indeed ultimate ndependna but at least snkoweurable
capitulation, a state of most dignified submission $0 France. Amd this
example will be productive of mmhugoodﬂﬂ’owmﬁ-m
exciting ws to effect that radical reform érom the
we were unbeppily scared by Mr. Pitt’s reign of terser. )iur,m
cannot c;nunt to u;ept, mdwuth:omhamum, either the matter of
fact or the matter of prophecy hese presemted 4o us. The vesyifirst
of the Juata of Seville formally mdms;zh
nnt been the theatre of a revolution; indesd the wosd itself seemeto
be odious in Spain, and the beautiful ceurse .of experiments oa
government instituted by the French republicans, is stigweatisnd -as
sanguinary, and fantestic, and ridiculous. in Geseral Spancer’s letter
of the 21t June, it is said, <'The Council-of Sevilie, one of the pramei.
pal provineial jurisdictions mSpm,hmhdhddofmmm
W their constitution which axtAorsse their rejecting the orders-of the
Supreme Council of Madrid when that ospital .shali be mthe hawis
of foreign troops. They have therefore assumed an independent au-
therity m the name of Ferdinand VL whom -they hawe precheimed
king, and after some steps they hawe formally declered war
agamst France.” The unuof&dletdhunht,mlhm'nq,
+ “ the magistrates, the constituted authorities, and the #ost
of the inhabitants of all ranks and classes couvened at Seville; and, by
common cotsent, elected a supreme provincial Junta.” A simider form
of election was generally, if not universally edopted; though m some
mtbesomagnemeoumepovmwddwtoapd«a -ar to
2 magistrate, and in Arragon 1o a governor and captsin-general. To
the decrees of the Jumtas sre sometimes appended the signatuses of
their respective members, all of whon-pparmbempdtm
taries of the church, or nobles, or magistrutes. Whese therefere
Weﬁndaproofﬂmthemulmudewasabndmod‘ldelundﬂydm
higher orders, and left to produce wione the regeneration of their
country? Although, in some few instamces, the populace, mcensedb y
accidental provocations, were betrayed imto acts of hesdsteong fury,
they were never in a state of ingpurrection ageinst the constituted awtho-
rities, but have shewn themselves in every instance she doeile- amed
submissive, though prompt and ardent, instruments of - their legders.
Indeed, if the uniform tenour of every paper addressedo the Spamish
Qatwnbeadxmttedasfurte‘mmy of the motives profesasd by she
patriots, these persons, when originally united as a partyseund the heir
to the crown in opposition to the Favourite and to the £rench fastion,
and when they took up arms, and in every.subssquent act, have:been
associated for the defence of ¢ Ghurch and state against all inmevation
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o their cotstitulion. Their principlos are very analogous to those of our
exploded alammisti, of persons who could pertinaciousty sleep without
disrbewrce, and oould wake withottt seeing Visionary informers; dnring
&sw of terror: Such then bemg the fact, we camot feel
aﬁhecnthepophecy "Fhe halcyon days of radical reform
:loeimmeh: nearer than we suppose ; a time may come
\vh who profess o warm affection for the good thiugs of
thisworkd, mmy expect, by preaching the pious doctrine of permanent
msmvection against abuses, to obtain greater dignity and emolument
tham wee yot ventare to hope from owr Iiterary labours; but such is the
obstimate attachment of our countrymen to hereditary slavery, that
they have refused to be inoculnted with the purest kind of republican
liberty from France, and we much doubt whether they will submit to
be vaecinated, by new empirics, with the very doubtful species of
freeslosry which it is proposed to mport from Spain. The situation
of the Spemiards when firally subjugated and reduced to accept of
terms from she tlemency or policy of Napoleon would not, we think,
be am object of eavy to Englishmen; but how far that final sub_;nga-
tiom is ensusod by the events which have lately taken place, is, as we
have slready observed; the principal subject of this inquiry, m which
we sball mew proosed.
The form of government assumed bytheSpunshpctmts thongb
rather dictated to thesa by the urgeney of the moment than
the result of mmmuch deliberation, was, i the first instance, admirably
suited ¢ their situntion. It was elective through all its branches and
dons,: from -the committees chosen by the smallest corperations
to the Sopremee Junta of the province ; and it may fairly be presumed
thet, ﬂdtacnal,fewmwanldbecome candidates for power,
or at Jenst that fow would be elected, but those who, to the necessary-
qualities-of zenl, activity snd eourage, added those of genius, influence,
or expamence. 'ﬂnmw- Jittle difficulty m assigning to each his pro~
por deparsmens, because, within 9o small a circle, ‘the character of
every man was kmown. No time was lost in visionary theories, or in
new schemes of- artificial society, because they met to confirm and
mhmm-ﬂm laws of their ancestors.
disenssions were on. practical ssbjects only ; the moment was
critical ; theodanger pressing ; their yesources at band. The executive
pmd' natate thus vested; may be fairly expected :to operate with
vuyen-hd:leumgy .lt<dd so. Fortanately the population of
very principally spread along its sea.cousts, and particularly
bduuofdneMdnamem so&nttheprovnmofAn—
dainen, Gremada, Murcia, Valentia, ‘and Catalonia possessed sepa
rately some means of defenco against sm enemy who, being compe lled
10 station'a Jarge armry in the neighbourhood of Madrid, could only
ek them with dotaclments. At the same time the presence of a
il but regular srmyat the camp of St. Roch, and the possession
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of the national foundry, and of a great.navalarsenal im the:
city of Cadiz, where a French squadron was them bloshaded .by the
Engl;;h offered to d:gr.ﬂm;e of Seville'no mo:;lenblem
for offensive hostility t Spumlnhumd employed every
advantage with a degree of spirt’ and ability which sstommised the
world, we are most ready to bear tutmony ‘bat it is mootmary ¢o -
take these advantages into our we. are estimating the
relative situation of the two conm at the commencesnent
and during the progress of the contest, because they were'it mgreat
measure local or temporary, andlostﬂlcullnwlulh“—r
was trausferred to a distance.

In fact,xmmednﬁelyaﬁerthevnctoryof&ylen,tthﬂa
speculative question of some itricacy, by what legal means the con-
quering army could become available for gemeral purpeses: -’.l'he
several Provincial Juntas were, as we have seen,
cipal republics ; and assuch did those of Andelusia: Glenlheln'
into afederaloonventlonrespecungoertmnqueshmof general poliey.
In all of them the phantom Ferdmand was separately ackmowledyed,
but no one of them wassupmortod:e rest, or the pesuliar sad
exclusive organ of his authority. The monarchy was, to. use the
expression of the Spaniards, in a state of widowhood.
ly the Junta of Seville could not legally anthorise their General,
émxuos te cross their fromtier ; noreouldmyodnm
command bin to do s0; and though this difficulty of punctilio. was
uot in this instance attended with any practical mconvenienve, ‘yet
the differences between Blake and Cuesta at Rio Seco affiorded fall
proof of the bad consequences which were likely to ensao from such
a confusion of authorities, in the execution of any consbimed qu-
tions. So striking indeed were the inconveniences of the i
num, that complaints were heard from every part.of Spain, md
their Juntas adjured each other to agree on some means of emecuting
whatever relates to the higher branches of administration. These:
prerogatives of the savereign, which it was impossible so-exercine,
were—* the right of declaring peace and war—of directing the ope-
rations of the fleet and army—of levying the funds requived - imlha

equipment and pay of these forces—of appoimting the principal offi-
cers in both—of corresponding with foreign courts—ofmmmgum-
bassadors and other diplomatic agems—cnd of transmisting arders.to
the Spanish colonies in Asia and America.” We give this. kist in the
words of the Junta of Valentia.

'Ith'l;u total mtthOfumy in the monarchy, mml%hfg: the abaence
of the sovereign, stri king coeval sopurate:in-
surrections of the pro v hmmwby&ea-
sonable, though mwegular, energy of the Council of. Seville:; -butthe
difficulty recurred at the moment when suceess had been. folléwed
by a general spirit of jealousy and diswion, snd whemw its disgirssion®
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couldnos fail of .oceanionimg the loss of much valuable time. It myst
e ramembered that the provinces of Spaim are not, like the counties
of Groat-Britain, mosely artificial divisians, Wpf'whichthe
sutermal govessmant of a great covntry is fac ; they are sepa-
mto states which beve suocessively coalesced into one monarchy ;
smd whese imhabitants still retain, together with many laws and usa.
@es, a paswliar sud distinct chasacter. This is so strougly marked,
2000 stizeed the notice of the.most cursory and superficial observer.
dm fact, in-a country which hes been degraded froni its natural rapk
smeng: mations, through the long continued action of dedpotism and
ssperstition, national vanity can only find a refuge in antiquity. Tra-
ditmm; far more vivecious than written history, preserves from age
%0 age, and communicates from meuth to mouth, numberless names
awhich hwwe long siace mouldered from paper and from parchment.
As-Wales glories: in #8 Arthur, and as every Welchman cen trace his
podigeee to Adam, every Spanish province has its ancient heroes,
end every indsvidwal m eacli his noble genealogy. Our readers
will probubly have smiled at observing that the Juntas, in their pub-
hlﬁuumple, appeal to the battles of Pavia and o}mSt.
Quintim, 23 familinrly as we should quote the actions of the Nile and
of. Toafalgar. These features.of national character are not indiffer-
ent. ‘Tothe mst entbusiasm which now wwpires us (say the Junta
of. Valontia) may soom succeed jealousy, envy, aud = total want of
coneert; .and-the distinctive peculiarities of character observable in
the inhabitants of our different provinces must contribute to their
dimmion. This treth is obvious to all our countrymen.’ In these
circumstanoes, all concwrred in declaring that a Regency was abso-
intely necessary ; but beyond this, every step was a source of dispute.
Should the be vested in a single person? 'This, it seems, was
the wish of the capital, of the Castilles, and of Arragon. If so, i
whom? The ishap of Toledo was supported by a considerable
- party, snd the courts of Sicily and of the Brazils brought forward
thewr respective candidates. ﬂ' a council of regency was preferred,
by whom was it to benominated ! On this point the Juntas of Seville
and Valemtia were at variance, and such unprofitable debates appear
1o have engroseed the whale attention of the Spaniards during the
two smsportant months of Augustand September.

In the mean time the war assumed the appearance of a crusade.
The combimed Spanish armies do not appear to have exceeded, at
any moment, 120,000 men, that is to say, about two thirds of the
mamber of troops for whom arms and ammunition and pey had been
furmidhed: by Great-Britain alone ; and these, divided into at least
three separate armios, were intrusted to an e%mlnumberof com-
manders, independent of each other, unprovided with any general
plan of a campeign, not amenable to any tribunal, and only instruc-
wed to march sowards the frontiers, to supply, as well as they could,
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‘the numerous necessaries in which their men were deficienty and to
co-operate with each other for the purpose of driving the enemy as
expeditiously as possible from the Spanish territory. '
Such, our readers will recollect, was the state of things when the
Supreme Junta first' met, on the 25th September, at Aranjuez. That
the integrity, the abilities, and the energy of its members, fitted them
for their situation we must believe, since nothing but a high opinion
of their merit could have dictated the free choice of their constituents.
But they were, in general, strangers to each other; were perplexed

by the multiplicity of objects which at once solicited their attention,

and embarrassed by the forms of office, to which even gentus is con-
demned to adapt itself, arid which can only be learned by experience.
In'popular revolutions there is such a surplus of power, that the
quantity of it expended in giving the first impulse to the complica-
ted machine of government 1s scarcely felt; butinthe present case,
the resistance of prejudice and obstinacy and punctilio was not
easily overcome. The Junta, though recognized by all, seem to
have been thwarted on every side, and obeyed with sullen reluc-
tance. Perhaps they wanted firmness to resist popular clamour;
perhaps, in their wish to pumish or repress the want of discipline
which was said to prevail in the camps, they adopted towards’ the
generals an impolitic and mischievous severity. But whatever con-
duct they might have pursued, whatever energy they might have dis-
played, it is very doubtful whether they could have materially delay-
ed the subjugation of the Castilles,” a country only defensible by cav-
alry, or prevented the loss of Madrid. 'The duration of the inter-
regnum had, we think, insured the success of the invasion, which the
French had been 30 long preparing; and we see nothing in the mili-
tary operations of November which can excite surprise, except the
patient valour which the Spanish soldiers opposed to every kmd of
distress, as well as to the artillery’and swords of the enemy.

Having thus far considered the obstacles which disabled the Span-
iards, ata most critical juncture, from availing themselves of their
mternal resources, we will now take a view of their relations to Great-
Britam. It cannot have escaped the recollection of our readers that,
at the moment when the Junta of Seville, having thrown off the yoke
of France, sent deputies to solicit an armistice, as a step towards
peace and future alhiance, and to request a supply of arms and am-
munition, they disclaimed any wish of receivmg further assistance ;
and that, to every offer of co-operation on the ‘part of our fleet and
army at Cadiz, the government of that city opposed a civil but firm
and determined refusal. With equal firmness have the Junta of Gal-
licia, on more recent occasions, repeatedly declined our assistance m
the defence of Ferrol. Neither are these to be considered as in-
stances of a local or temporary jealousy; foritis evident from the

whole public conduct of the Spaniards, that they came to their great
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conlict resolved to work out their ‘own emancipation by thejr. own
efforts ; not from a romantic disdain of foreign aid, but from a deep
conviction that their situation precluded them from any sueh reliance.
¢ We must not (say the Junta of Valentia) indulge a hope which
cannot be realised. Which of our constituted authorities can main-
tain a correspondence with foreign powers? None of those powers
can regularly treat with a single province.’ Besides, it is evident
that the mutual jealousy of the provinces would have been increased,
m a ten-fold degree, by the introduction of foreign troops ; and that
the partizans of the different candidates for the regency, two of whom
were proposed by powers in the closest alliance with Great-Britain,
would have endeavoured to attach as friends, or to render odious as
enemies, the generals whom we had sent out for merely military pur-
poses. It has been asserted, and perhaps with truth, that there were
moments in the course of the summer, when even small detachments
of our excellent cavalry and artillery might have turned the tide .of
success; and it would have been a most gratifying event if, by their
intervention, the disaster of Rio Seco had been converted into a yic-
tory. But we entertain some doubt whether this hope would have
been considered as a sufficient exculpation of our cabinet, had they
confided to the very dubious talents of a Blake or a Cuesta the safe-
ty of such a valuable detachment ; whether any British officer would
have willingly incurred the responsibility attached to such a subordi-
nate command; whether, with the utmost possible discretion, he
could have escaped being involved in the well-known dissentions of
the two.rival generals; and whether the mischief attending such an
mtervention would not have overbalanced all the advantage of his
military exertions.  Since therefore our cavalry, the most costly but
least numerous part of our inilitary establishment, could not be con-
fided in small detachments to the precarious support of the indepen-
dent bodiesof Spanish mfantry; since a regular British army could
only be applied for by the legal organ of the Spanish government;
since that government was not formed till late in the month of Sep-
tember ; and since after. ail, our expedition arrived at Corunna a
fortmght before the time when those to whom it was sent were pre-
pared to receiveit, or would permit its debarkation; we cannot think
it fair to impute the unsatisfactory conduct of the campaign during
the sumhmer to the inactivity of Great-Britain, S
As we feel ourselves by no means competent to the discussion of
objects purely military, we would willingly have avoided the pro-
verbial rebuke ne sutor, &c. but, cobblers as we are, we caunot
refram from answering, with due humility, a question or two which
some brother cobblers have propounded i a style which we think
rather too arragant and authontative, for professors of our gentle
craft. ¢ We demand (say they) the reason of locking up our army
m the south-west commer of Portugal, when the great battle was
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fighting in the north-east extremity of Spain ! We ssk why 20 silly:
a measure was thought of, as turnimg uwsy our force to conquer sar
army necessurily in our power, d our allies be successful, amd:
the conquest of which was worth nothing should our allies be beaten.”
Now we apprehend that, to these questions, our readers will kaves
anticipated some very obvious smswess. 1st. The Portuguese go-
vernment were the victims of their fidelity to us ; and we were bound
in honour, though not under any direct. ent, t0 Fecongues
Portugal if possible ; and we did so. 2d. It was the opinion of the
Spaniards thet, by the expulsion of Junét from Portugal we should
sender them the most essential service in our power. 3d. When the
expedition was sent out, no battle great or small was fighting in the
north-enstern extremity of Spain.  4th. Lisbon wasof infinite valus,
whether our allies (who were not our allies) were beatdn or not,
The mere cessation of the blockade was an object of impon
tance, and well worth insuring at the moment, even if the contim-
of complete final success on the part of the Spaniards oould

ve been rationelly anticipated. Why our army was, for a time,
so strangely locked up in Portugal ; why our commander in chief
withheld from government the armistice of Vimeira, till he had
modelled it into the fmal, irremediable, incomprehensible convea-
ﬁon-ofChm;orwhencenriauMponeneuxnrlmdhk, m
to more professional weapons, of which our generals

e lately exhibited more than one unlucky specimen, we cannot

e to say ; the Court of Inquiry having left the rales and prin-
ciples of military dj y to be inquired mto by any other court
(not martial) that think itself competent to the investigation.
But to proceed. The questions to which we have offered some
replies are immedimately connected with a military plan which, it
seems, ought to have been pursued, and which is thus briefly stated.
¢ Had such an army as England could raise—had an army of 60 or
70,000 men, the best equipped and best hearted in the world, been
ready to land in Spain at the moment when Dupont susrendered,
and when Joseph in confusion from Madrid,—who shall my
that the whole remains of the French army would not most probably
have been overpewered, and thepenmﬂ clean of sz mva-
ders ? Far be it from us to deny that 70,000 British troops would
be fully adequate to the intire destruction of 50,000 French whea
opposed to them in the field: but it is necessary (o.examine the
whole proposition. Our readers will remember that the insurrec~-
tion at Cadiz was first made known in’ by Lord Castlo-
reagh’s letter to the Lord Mayor, on the first of July. Dupont’s
swirender took place about the 20th of that month; and Jossph
a:gmd Madrid on the lst-of August. Admitting, therefore, that
latter events ought to have been foreseen as the necessary comse-
quence of the former, and that England could well spare 70,000
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men, the peeviots s question comes to-this. If thesé men had hoen
fisted for foreign service, and marched to proper points on the sea-
h 2

coast ; f a flest of not very much exceeding in tenuage
mzwwﬂ&mmfm, fitted
and wictesllod, and seat to such places of rendezvous as have
beem appoimted for the embaskation ; and if this fleet, when umited,
bad been shle to rench its destiation at the south-eastern extremity
of the bay of Bisowy, at an inted moment ; which moment mp-~
pases & whole month to be allowed for the equipment of the expe-
dition and the subsequent voyage, then, &c. Butthough our army
bad been then ready to Jend, the rocky sheres of the province of
Biscay hawe not the character of being very favourable to sacha
purpose.  The simuitaneous landing of 70,000 men is not generally
mpposed to be practicable om any shore ; and a succession of such
operations, conducted in the face of a powerful and vigilant enemy,
maght, if at all interrupted by variations of weather, require con-
sderable tme. The subsistence of so large an army, in a province
s0 bong oocupied by the French, might have been subject to some
difficulty ; and lastly, when we should have driven the enemy, (whom
wre will supposs to veceive during this tme no reinforcements from
the neghbowing provinces of France) through a succession of well-
positions to the very foot of the Pyrences, the formidable
fartress of Pampeluna might have opposed no inconsiderable obsta-
cle to the preposed cleansing of the peninsula. It is true that, after
u_ycﬂ:-ﬁlgeﬁom,m ight have hoped to attain the valus-
object of meeting ¢ the masn body of the enemy, and ¢ the ha-
2ardows part of the contest 7 but this advantage is, we think, very
mach over-rated; because nearly equal peril might be en-
countered, with much less trouble and expense, by landing on - the
nearest part of the French cosstand attempting the conquest of Paris.
We confess that, far from blaming our government for ini
from such extravagunt attempts, we rather feel disposed o question
the wisdom of ying in Spain, at s0 early a period, the I
postion of ous "hrylmtg&.?hichisnowservingthen. e
think it was, from the first, highly improbable that such a contest as
could be decided, m favour of the Spaniards, by the
of a smgle campaign; because the resources of the French
- caddn:thbgmexhnmd. Perhaps it was not less
if psh spirit remained unbroken, that Spai
be effectually subdued within the samne period. Herml:x
mot; mor does it now consist in her regular armies, which, how-
brave, wese never equal in discipline, nor even in numbers, to
of theinvader ; but m the undaunted spirit of the universal na-
jems, which when ealled mto action by an elective government, may,
matance, harass and anvoy, and, when marshalled into
and ensbled to aot with unamimity on a preconcerted
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plan, may fimally overwhelm and bear down' the exhausted and less
numerous forces of the enemy. Such was the object to which, at
the ‘outset of the contest, the Spanish’ leaders directed the attention
of their countrymen, in the justly celebrated paper of Precautions
published by the Junta of Seville. In that excellent document our
readers wd{ find, not a plan of a campaign, but a well digested
military system, a to a protracted state of war; a system to
which we think that Spain must ultimately owe her salvation. We
conceive therefore that, in discussing any plans of co-operation with
Spain, it would be reasonable to prefer those which should be re-
‘commended—by facility of execution—by promising the attainment
of some immediate and definite advantage—and by a tendency to
prlomote a unity of force inhSpain, by rendering available for g:::-i'
ral purposes any portion of her armed or unarmed population. S
wasl,) we think, the character of the expedition top‘l)’ormgal, which
procured for .our fleets the possession of the mouth of the Tagus;
for the Portuguese freedom from French :hymnny; and for Spain the
-liberation of 3000 prisoners, together with an additional security to
the connection between its northern and southern provinces, and the
power of employing elsewhere that portion of the Andalusian troops
which had been occupied iti watching the motions of Junét. Per-
haps the same British army might have obtained permission, by a
provisional arrangement with the Junta of the province, to attempt
the reduction of the citadel of Barcelona ; and :f competent to such
an attack, would have obtained for the Spamish patriots a valuahble
place of arms ; would have rendered available nearly the whole po-
pulation of Catalonia; would have connected all those southern pro-
vinces whose imhabitants are most distinguished by their zeal and
enthusiasm ; and would have secured for our fleets in the Mediter-
ranean, a most important naval station. Had the attempt un-
fortunately failed, the means of retreat were easy. Had it suc-
ceeded, the troops might have been sent, without loss of time,
wherever assistance might be necessary ; they might have checked
the g'edatory excursions of the French garrisons in the eastern Eru
of Catalonia; they might have acted in Arragon ; or might have
marched to Madrid, if the state of the campaign had justified such
. 4 measure, ‘
In the combined expeditions which have been sent to Spain un-
der Sir John Moore and Sir David Baird, we confess ourselves
unable to discover any practicable and determinate object. These
expeditions certainly prove the anxiety of our government, to
gratify, at the earliest possible moment, the wishes of the Spaniards,
by sending to their assistance a very large portion of our disposable
force ; and we admit that, to give them this effectual proof of our
zeal intheir cause, was a duty imposed upon our cabinet by the gene-
ral feelings of the nation. Vhatever aids this country was able to
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sapply, were confided by British generosity to Spanish honour ; and

it would have been no les invidious to limit too narrowly the service
of our troops, than to interfere in the destination of the money or
arms o liberally furnished. But it is not with any view either to_
blame or exculpation that we question the wisdom or: policy of the
measure; it is for the purpose of examining what consequences
might be reasonably expected from its adoption, under the supposi-
tion that our armies had been able to form a junction at the expect-
edtime and place, and to proceed to their original destination. Now
it was known at the time that the provinces to which they were invi-
ted afforded no opportunity for active enterprise. No moral advan-
tage could be hoped from their presence in a part of the country
where languor and apathy had succeeded to enthusiasm, and where
the protection which they were likely to afford might serve as a plau-.
sible excuse to those who were unwilling to enlist under the national
standard. 'That such a British corrs, had it reached Burgos, would
have opposed a far more formidable barrier to the invading enemy
than he had yet encountered, we areready to adinit. But Napoleon,
who well knows the spirit and discipline of our troops, knows also
that there is a time when the stoutest arm must faint through fatigue ;
and when the stoutest heart will struggle in vain to exert the means of
defence. He knows that incessant assaults are irresistible ; and,
save of success th the superiority of numbers, he would have
delayed his blow till us daily accession of fresh troops had enabled
him to purchase victory, by devoting the necessary portion of his
men to previous slaughter. Such has been hisinvariable policy; and
from this policy every man would have anticipated the ur)timate des-
truction of our army, had it been possible to foresee the extreme in-
mﬁcim;y of the force on which the supreme government of Spain
thought fit to rely for the salvation of the monarchy. We trust, how-
ever, that the persevering confidence and generosity of Great Bri-
tamn will henceforth be met by equal sincerity, and that the valour of
our countrymen will be exerted on a theatre rather more distant from
the immediate resources of the enemy, where success may promise
more advantage, and where failure may be less fatal. The victories
of Buonaparte have been great and rapid, and he will and must pur-..
sue his blow. He must strike terror into the most distant parts of
Spein; he must there rivet the chains of Europe, or his throne may
shortly totter under him ; because all his tributary kingdoms in Ger-
many, and his equally tributary allies in the north, will never indem-
nify him for the loss of the Spanish peninsula.

We will now take our leave of the subject at least for the present.
Our readers have seen that the changes which have taken place in
the political state of Spain will, in a great measure, account for all
those alternations of success and defeat, of vigour and indecision,
which have produced, in the minds of the British public, such extra-
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vagant hopes and such gloomy despondency. Whether the long in-
terregnum, during which Napoleon had fult time and letsure to make
his formidable preparations, has left the seeds of disunion amongst
the subordinate Juntas, or whether that supreme elective
ment, which has been so tardily recognised, and se suddenly driven
into banishment, will retain its authority, it is as yet impossible to
foresee ; but until the nation shall disown its delegates we shall not
despair of Spanish emancipation. Not that we under-rate either the
means of conquest or the means of corruption which are at the dis-
posal of the greatest general and subtlest politician in the world. We
are aware that sending from the centre of Spain his legions m
direction, he is likely in every direction to overcome for a time
the obstacles opposed to him. Butit is far easier to overrwm a
country than to secure the conquest. There is, we think, a conei-
derable analogy between the present history of Spain and that of
Scotland about the close of the 13th century. Edward 1. was, like
Napoleon, the boldest, the most politic, and the wealthiest monarch
of his time.  Like him, he condescended to interfere, as an ally and
mediator, between two candidates for a disputed crown. Like
him, he seized the object of the dispute. Like him, he was heil-
ed as a saviour by a corruptand venal party. Like him, he garrison-
ed with his troops all the fortresses of the country to which he grant-
ed his protection; like him formed a new constitution for his intend-
ed subjects; and, when resisted, punished by all the horrors of war
their delinquincy and rebellion. He more than once conquered or at
least over-ran the whole country, yet—we trust that the parallel wall
continue to the end; and that national vengeance has in store some
fature Bannockburn. All the provincial Juntss may be dispersed ; but
their boldest deputies will carry with them the affection and confidence
of the nation, and, even when driven under the walls of Cadiz or of
Gibraltar, may yet effect the salvation of their country. Armies may
be defeated by superior discipline or by superior numbers ; generals
may be corrupted; but that the whole active population of a great
country, in which the strongest passions of the human heart have been
excited almost to madness, can be terrified nto quiet and permanent
submission is, we think, extremely improbable and contrary to all
experience.

S——————

Anr. IL Reliques of Robert Burns, consisting chiefly of original
Letters, Pognuf; afnd Critical Observations on gf:yottish Songs.
Collected and published by R. H. Cromek. 8vo. pp. 453. Lon-
don, Cadell and Davies. 1808.

WEopenedabook bearing so interesting a title with no little
smxety. Literary reliques vary in species and value almost as-
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minch as those of the catholic or of the antiquary. Some desetve a
golden shrime for their intrinsic merit, some are valued from the plea-
sing recollections and.associations with which they are combmed,
some, reflecting little honour upon their unfortunate author, are drag-
by imterested editors from merited obscurity. 'The character of
on.whisk we may perhape-hazard some remarks in the course
of this article, was such as to increase our apprebensions. - The exura-
vagance of genius with which this wmderﬁxofmn was gifted, being ia
his later and more evil days directed to no fixed or general purpose,
-was, in the morbid state of his health and feelings, apt to display itself
in hasty sallies of virulent and unmerited severity: sallies often regret-
ted by the bard himself; and of which, justice to the livingand to the
dead, alike demanded the suppression.  Neither was this anxiety les-
sened, when we recollected the pious care with which the late excel-
Jent Dr. Carrie had performed the task of editing the works of Burns.
-His selection was limited, as much by respect to the fame of the liviug,
a8 of the dead. He dragged from obscurity none of those satirjcal
effusions, which ought to be as.ephemeral as the transient offences
which called them forth. He excluded every thing approaching to
licemse, whether in morals or in religion, and thus rendered his collec-
tion such as donbtless Burns himself, in his moments of sober reflec-
tion, would have most highly approved. Yet applauding, as we do
most highly applaud, the leading principles of Dr. Curnie’s selection,
we are aware that they sometimes led him into fastidious and over-
delicate rejection of the bard’s most spirited and happy effusions. A
thm octavo published at Glasgow in 1801, under the ttle of ¢ Poems
ascribed to Robert Burns, the Ayrshire bard,’ furnishes valuable proofs
of this assertion. It contains, among a good deal of rubbish, some of
his most brilliant poetry. A cantata in particular, called The Jolly
Beggars, for humorous description and nice discrimination of charac-
ter, w inferior to no poem of the same length in the whole range of
) . The scene indeed is laid in the very lowest depart-
met of low life, the actors being a set of strolling vagrants, met to.
carouse, and barter their rags and plunder for liquor in a hedge ale-
bhouse. Yet even in describing the movements of such a group, the
native taste of the poet has never suffered his pen to.slide into any
thing coarse or disgusting. The extravagant glee and outrageous frolic
of the beggars are ridiculously contrasted with their maimed limbs,
rags, and crutches—the sordid and squalid circumstances of their
xepannce are judiciously thrown into the shade. Nor is the art of
poet less conspicuous in the individual figures, than in the general
mass. The festive vagrants are distinguished from each other by per-
sonal appearance and character, as much as any fortuitous assembly
in the higher orders of life. The group, it must be observed, is of
Scottish character, and doubtless vur northern brethren are more fa-
miliar with its vaneties than we are: yet the‘_cliztinctions are too well
oo

o
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marked to escape even the Sotith’ron. The most inent persons
mamaimedsoldierandhhfemleoompanion,amfoﬂow-
erofdneenmp,as&ollu,lateﬂl&emnsonofanH' ketterer or
sturdy beggar,— but weary fu’ the waefu’ woodie "'—Being now at
liberty, she becomes an object of rivalry between a ¢ pigmy scraper with
his fiddle’ and a strolling tinker. 'Tho latter, a dooporate bandit, like
mst of his profession, terrifies the musician out of the field, and is
preferred by the damsel of conrse. A wandering ballad-singer, with
a brace of doxies, is last intrduced upon the stage. Each of these
mendicants sings a song in character, and such a collection of hu-
morous lyrics, connected by vivid poetical description, is not, per-
:ss, to be paralleled in the English language. the collection

the poem are very little known in England, and as it is certainly
apposite to the Reliques of Robert Burns, we venture to transcribe
the concluding ditty chanted by the ballad-singer at the request of
the company, whose ¢ mirth and fun have now grown fast and fu-
rious, and set them above all sublunary terrors of jails, stocks, and
whipping posts. It is certainly far superior to any thing in the Beg-
gars , where alone we could expect to find its parallel.

Then ou’re again, the jovial thrang
The poet did request,

To loose his pack an’ wale a sang,
A ballad o’ the best :

He rising, rejoicing
Between his twa Debérahs,

Looks round him, an’ found them,
Impatient for the chorus.

A,
‘Tunz.~Jolly mortals fill your glasses.

I
See ! the smoking bowl before us,
Mark our jovial ragged ring !
Round and round take up the chorus,
And in raptures let us sing.

-

CHORUS.
A fig for those by law pfirotected !
Liberty’s a glorious feast!
Courts for cowards were erected,
- Churches built to filease the piricat.

iI.
What is title ? what is treasure ?
‘What is reputation’s care ?
If we lead a life of pleasure,
*Tis no matter Aow or whiere !

4 fg, e

-
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1II.
With the ready trick and fable,
Round we wander all the day ;
And at night, in barn or stable,
Hug our doxies on the hay.
A fig, e

IV.
Does the train-attended carriage
Through the country lighter rove ?
Does the sober bed of marriage
‘Witness brighter scenes of love?
A figy Y.

V.
Life is all a variorum,
‘We regard not how it goes ;
Let them cant about decorum
‘Who have characters to lose.
4 fig, e,

VI
Here’s to budgets, bags, and wallets !
Here’s to all the wandering train !
Here’s our ragged brate and callets !
One and all cry out, Amen!
4 fig, e,

We are at a loss to conceive any good reason why Dr. Currie did
not introduce this singular andhumorodt: cantata lm’i,ntohiscollectlon' .
1t is true, that in one or two muse trespassed slight-
ly upon decorum, where, in&e language of Scottish song, ot

High kilted was she

As she gaed ower the lea.
Something however is to be allowed to the nature of the subject,
and something to the education of the poet: and if fromvenerajgcon
to the names of Swift aud Dryden, we tolerate the grossness of the
one, and the.indelicacy of the other, the t due to that of
Burns, may surely claim indulgence for a few light strokes of broad
bumour. The same collection contains ¢ Holy Willie’s Prayer,” a
piece of satire more exquisitely severe than any which Burns after-
wards wrote, but unfortumately cast in a form too daringly profane to
be received into Dr Cwrie’s Collection.

Knowing that these, and hoping that other compositions of simi-
lar spirit andtenor,mightlyst be recovered, we were induced to
think that some of them, at least, had found a place in the collection
now given to the public by Mr. Cromek. Buthe has neither ris-
qued the censure, nor laid claim to the applause, which might have
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belonged to such an undertaking. - The contents of the volume be-
fore us are more properly gleanirigs than reliques, the refuse and
sweepings of the shop, rather than the commodities which might be
deemed contraband. Yet even these scraps and remnants contain
articles of curiosity and value, tending to throw light on the charac-
ter of one of the most singular men by whose appearance our age
has been distinguished.

The first portion of the volume contains nearly two hundred pages
of letters addressed by Burns to various individuals, written m va-
rious tones of feeling and modes of mind, in some instances exhi-
biting all the force of the writer’s talents, in others only valuable
because they bear his signature. 'The avidity with which the reader
ever devours this species of publication, has been traced to the de-
sire of seeing the mind and opinions of celebrated men in their open
and undisguised moments, and of perusing and appreciating their
thoughts, while the gold is yet rude ore, ere it is refined and manu-
factured into polished sentences or sounding stanzas.  But notwith-
standing these fair pretences, we doubt if this appetite can be referred -
to any more honourable source than the love of anecdote and private
history. In fact, letters, at least those of a general and miscella-
neous kind, very rarely contain the real opinions of the writer. If
an author sits down to the task of formally-composing a work for
the use of the public, he has previously considered his subject, and
made up his mind both on the opinions he is to express, and on the
mode of supporting them. But the same man usually writes a letter
only because the letter must be written, is probably never more at a
Joss than when looking for a subject, and treats it, when found, rather
80 as to gratify his correspondent, than communicate his own feel-
ings. The letters of Burns, although containing passages of great
eloquence, and expressive of the intense fire of his disposition, are

.mot exceptions from this general rule. They bear occasionally
strong marks of affectation, with a tinge of pedantry rather foreign
from the bard’s character and education. The following raphs
illustrate both the excellencies and faults of his epistolary com-
position.  Nothing can be more humorously imagined and em-
bodied than the sage group of Wisdom and Prudence in the first,
while the affectation of the second amounts to absolute rant.

¢Do tell that to Lady M¢Kenzie; that she may give me credit for
a little wisdom. “ I Wisdom dwell with Prudence.” What ablessed
fire-side ! How happy should I be to pass a winter evening under
their venerable roof ! and smoke a pipe of tobacco, or drink water-
gruel with them! What solemn, lengthened, laughter-quashing
gravity of phiz! What sage remarks on the good-for-nothing sons
and daughters of indiscretion and folly! And what frugal lessons,
as we 'straitened the fire-side circle, on the uses of the poker and
tongs ! T . :
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¢ Miss N. is very well, and begs to'be remembered in the old way
toyou. I used all my eloquence, all the persuasive flourishes of
the hand, and heart-melting modulation of periods in my power, to
her out to Herveiston, but all in vain. My rhetoric seems
quite to have lost its effect on the lovely half of mankind. I have
seen the day—but that is a “tale of other years.”—In my con-
science 1 believe that my heart has been 8o oft on fire that itis abso-
lutely vitrified. Ilook on the sex with something like the admira-
tion with which I regard the starry sky in afrosty December night.
I admire the beauty of the Creator’s workmanship ;' I am charmed
with the wild but graceful eccentricity of their motions, and-—wish
them good night. I mean this with respect to a certain passion
dont j'ai e Chonneur d’étre un miserable esclave: as for friend-
ship, you and Charlotte have given me pleasure, permanent. plea-
sure, “ which‘the world_ cannot give, nor take away” I hope; and
which will out-last the heavens and the earth.’

In the same false taste, Burns utters such tirades as this :

¢ Whether in the way of my trade, I can be of any service to the
Rev."Doctor,* is I fear very doubtful. Ajax’s shield' consisted, I
think, of seven bull hides and a plate of brass, which altogether set
Hector’s utmost force at defiance. Alas! Iam not a Hector, and
the worthy Doctor’s foes are as securcly armed as Ajax was. Ig-
norance, superstition, bigotry, stupidity, malevolence, self-conceit,
envy—all strongly bound in a massy frame of brazen impudence.
God, Sir! to such a shield, humour is the peck of a sparrow,
and satire the pop-gun of a school-boy. Creation disgracing scele-
rats such as they, God only can mend, and the Devil only can
punish. In the comprehending way of Caligula, I wish they had
all but one neck. I feel impotent as a child to the ardor of my
wishes! O for a withering curse to blast the germins of their
wicked machinations. O for a poisonous Tornado, winged from the
Torrid Zone of Tartarus, to sweep the spreading crop of their vil-
lanous contrivances to the lowest hell !’

‘These passages, however, in which the author seems to have got
the better of the man, in which ﬂlne desire of W I;ldazmg and
thundering supersedes the natural expressions of feeling a ion,
arelensfreque}:; in_the letters ofBﬁms than perhaps of anp;:]ther
professed writer. Burns was in truth the child of passion and feel-
mg. His character was not simply that of a peasant exalted into
notice by uncommon literary sttamments, but bore a stamp which
must have distinguished him in the highest as in the lowest situation
im life. To ascertain what was his natural temper and disposition,
and how far it was altered or modified by the circumstances of birth,
education, and fortune, might be a subject for a long essay; but to
mark a few distinctions is all that can be here expected from us.

o De. MGl of Ayr. The Post gives the best Mutration of this letter io ope
sddressed to Mr. Graham. Dr. Currie’s Ed. N, 86.
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We have said that Robert Bums was the child of impulse and
feeling. Of the steady principle which cleaves to that which is
good, be was unfomtemwd by the violence of those pas-
sions which finally wrecked him. It is most affecting to add that
while swimming, struggling, and finally yielding to the torrent, he
never lost sight of the beacon which ought to have guided him to
land, yet never profited by its light.

We learn his opinion of his own temperament in the following
emphatic burst of passion.

¢God have mercy on me ! a poor d-mned, incautious, duped, un-
fortunate fool ! The sport, the miserable victim, of rebellious pride,
h_ypoc'hondliac imagination, agonizing sensibility, and bedlam pas-
sions !’

¢ Come stubborn pride and unshrinking resolution, accompany
me through this to me miseruble world " In such language did this
powerful but untamed :i;d ;:oxpreu the irritation of prol‘:néhed ex-
pectation and di i pe, which slight reflection might have

i outnd:gp:mnmon&wofmo ity. Bums neither ac-
knowledged adversity as the ¢ tamer of the human breast,” nor knew
the golden curb which discretion hangs upon passion. He even
appears to have felt a gloomy pleasure in braving the encounter of
evils which prudence might have avoided, and to have thought that
there could be no pleasurable existence between the extremes of li-
centious frenzy and of torpid sensuality. ¢ There are two only crea-
tures that I would envy—A horse in his wild state traversing the
forests of Asia,—and an oyster on some of the desert shores of Eu~
rope. The one has not a wish without enjoyment ; the other has
neither wish nor fear.” When such a sentiment is breathed by such
a being, the lesson is awful: and if pride and ambition were capa-
ble of being taught, they might hence learn that a well regulated
mind and controlled passions are to be prized above all the glow of
imagination, and all mplendour of genius.

V'Vedist::ver thessmeazflhbommm:lnuﬁon rather to endure with
patience the consequences of error, to own and avoid it in fu~
ture, in the poet’s singwlar choice of a pattern of fortitude.

1 have bought a pocket Milton, which I carry perpetually about
with me, in order to study the sentiments, the dauntless magnani-
mity; the intrepid, unyielding independence, the desperate daring,
and. peble defiance of bardship, in that great personage, SaTan.’

Nor was this a resh or precipitate choice, for in a more apolo-

getic mood-he expresses the same opinion of the same personage.
* ¢My favorite feature in Milton’s Satan is his manly fortitude in
supporting what cannot be remedied—in short, the wild, broken
fragments of a noble, exalted mind in ruins. I meant no more by
saying he was a favorite hero of mine.’ !
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With this lofty and unbending spirit were conmected a love of in-
and a hatred of anmnﬁlgalmoatm the sub-
lone rant of Almanzor.

¢ He was as ﬁ'eeasmtureﬁntmademan, v
Ere the base laws of servitude began,
When wild in woods the noble savage ran.”

In general society Burns often permlttedhmdetermmatmnofvm-
dicating his personal dignity to uny him into unjustifiable resent-
ment of slight or imagined neglect. He was ever anxious to main-
tain his post in society, and to extort that deference which was readil
paid to him by all from whom it was worth claiming. This illy
judged jealousy of precedence led him often to place his own pre-
tensions to notice in competition with those of company who,
he conceived, might found theirs on birth or fortune. On such oc-
casions it wunoasytasktodealthh Burms. The power of his
langu. of his satire, the severity of illustration with

ﬁfancy wstantly supplied him, bore down all retort. Nei-
ther was it possible to exercise over the poet that restraint which ari-
ses from the chance of further personal consequences. The dignity,
the spirit, the imdignation of Burns was that of a plebeian, of a high-
souled plebeian indeed, of a citizen of Rome or Athens, but still of

a plebeian untinged with the slightest shade of that spirit of chivalry
whchmtbefeudalumeshupewaded&ehlgbermhofhuv-
pean society. 'This must not be imputed to cowardice, for Burns
was no coward. But the lowness of his birth, and habits of society,
premdndaofpuncullousdehoacyﬁommahngany part of hes
education ; nor did he, it would seem, see any thing so rational in
thepnﬂ:ceofdnellmg as afterwards to adopt or to affect the sen-
timents of the higher ranks upon that subject. A letter to Mr. Clarke,
written after a quarrel upon political topics, has these mrhbk
and we will add manly expressions.

¢ From the expressions Capt. made use of to me, had' I
had nobody’s welfare to care for but my own, we should certainly
have come, according to the manners of the world, to the necessity
of murdering one another about 'the business, The words were
sach as, geneully I believe, end in a brace of pistols; but I am
still pleased to think that I did not ruin the peace and welfare of a
wife and a family of children in a drunken squabble.’

In this-point, therefore, the pride and high spirit of Burns differed
from those of the world around him. But if he wanted that chival-
rous sensibility of honour which places reason upon the sword’s
pomt, he had delicacy of another sort, which those who boast most
of the former do not always possess in the same purity. Although
50 poor as to be ever on the very brink of absolute ruin, looking for-
wards now to the situation of a foot soldier, now to thatof a common

—
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beggar, as no unnatural consummation of his evil fortune, Burns waz, in
pecuniary transactions, as proud and independent as if possessed of a
prince’s revenue. Bred a pessant, and preferred to the degrading
situation of a common exciseman, neither the influence of the low
minded crowd around him, nor the gratification of selfish indulgence
nor that contempt of futurity, which has characterised so many of his
poetical hrethren, ever led him to incur or endure the burden of pe-
cuniary obligation. A very intimate friend of the poet, from whom
he used occasionally to borrow a small sum for a week or two, once
ventured to hint that the punctuality with which the loan was always
replaced at the appointed time was unnecessary and mkind. The
consequence of this hint was the interruption of their friendship for
some weeks, the bard disdaining the very thought of being indebted
to a human being one farthing beyond what he could discharge with
the most rigid punctuality. - It was a less pleasing consequence of
this high spirit that Burns was utterly inaccessible to all friendly ad-
vice. Tolay before him his errors, or to point out their consequen-
ces, was to touch a string that jarred every feeling within him. On
such occasions, his, like Churchill’s, was .
¢ The mind which, starting, heaves the heartfelt groan,
And hates the form she knows to be her own.”

Itis a dreadful truth, that when racked and tortured by the well-
meant and warm expostulations of an intimate friend, he at length
started up in a paroxysm of frenzy, and drawing a sword cane which
he usually wore, made an attempt to plunge it into the body of his
adviser—the next instant he was with difficulty withheld from suicide.

Yet this ardent and irritable temperament had its periods, mot
‘merely of tranquillity, but of the most subduing tenderness. In the
society of men of taste, who could relish and understand his conver-
sation, or whose rank in life was not so much raised above lus own
as to.require, in his opinion, the assertion of his dignity, he was elo-
quent, impressive, and instructing. But it was i female circles that
his powers of expression displayed their utmost fascination. Insuch,
where the respect demanded by rank was readily paid as due to beauty
or, accomplishment ; where he could resent no insult, and vindicate
no claim of superiority, his conversation lostall it harshness, and often
became so energetic. and impressive, as to dissolve the whole circle
into tears. The traits of sensibility which, told of another, would
sound like instances of gross affectation, were so native to the soul of
this extraordinary man, and burst from him so involuntarily, that
they not only obtained full credence as the genuine feelings of his
own heart, but melted into unthought of sympathy all who witnessed
them In such a mode they were often called forth by the slightest
and most trifling occurrences; an ordinary engraving, the wild turn

. of a simple Scottish air, a line in an old ballad, were, like ¢ the field
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moose’s meet’ and ‘the uprooted daisy,” suficient to -excite the sym-
Y of Bums. And it was wonderful to see those, who,
to -] would have passed over such trivial circumstan-
ces a moment’s reflection, sob over the picture, when its
outline Bad been filled up by the magic art of his eloquence.

The political predilections, for they could hardly be termed prin-
ciples, of Burns, were entirely determined by his feelings. At his
tirst he felt, or affected, a propenaity to jacobitism. In-
deed a youth of his warm imagination and ardent patriotism, brou'l%let
wp in Scotland thirty yeqrs ago, could hardly escape this bias.
side of Charles Edward was the , not surely of sound sense and
sober reason, but of romantic and high achievement. The
I of the means by which tprinceatten.nrtedtoregahn
the crown, forfeited by his , the strange and almost poetical
adventures which he umderwent, the Scottish martial character ho-
noured in his victories, and and crushed in his defeat, the
tales of the veterans who had followed his adventurous standard, were
all calculated to impress upon the mind of a poet a warm interest in
the cause of the house of Stuart. Yet the impression was not of a very
serious cast ; for Burns himself acknowledges in one of these letters
that, ¢to tell the matter of fact, except when my passions were heated
by some accidental cause, my jacobitism was merely by way of vive
la bagatelle) p. 240.  The same enthusiastic ardour of disposition
swayed Burns m his choice of political tenets, when the country was
agjtated by revolutionary principles. That the poet should have cho-
sew the side on which high talents are most likely to procure celebrity ;
that he, to whom the factitious distinctions of society were always
odignss, should have listened with complacence to the voice of French
plillosophy, which denounced them as usurpations on the rights of
nme, was precisely the thing to be expected. Yet we cannot but think
that if his superiors in the Excise department had tried the experi-
mit of soothing rather than of irritating his feelings, they might have
spived themselves the disgrace of rendering desperate the possessor of
sugh sncommon talents. For it is but too certain that from the mo-
mgnt bis hopes of promotion were utterly blasted, his tendency to

ipation hurried hi prec'ls;l:ltely into those excesses which short-
his life. We doubt not that in that awful period of national dis-
cad be had done and said enough to deter, in ordinary cases, the ser-
vauts of government from commtenancing an avowed partisan of fac-
tion. But this partisan was Burns ! —Surely the experiment of lenity
might have been tried, and perhaps successfully. The conduct of Mr.
Graham of Fintray, our poet’s only shield against actual dismission,
and uent ruin, reflects the highest credit upon that gentleman.
We may iss these reflections on the character of Burns with his
ewa beautiful lies. '
VOL. 1. NO.1 .4

-
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¢I saw thy pulse’s maddéning play,
‘Wild send thee pleasure’s devidus way,
. By passion driven : -
But yet the light that led astray,

‘Was light from heaven.’

. The second part of this volumé¢ contains a number of memoranda
}ry Burns, concerning the Scottish sengs and music ptblished

ohnstone, in 6 volumes 8vo.—Many of these appear to us exceed-
ingly trifling. They might indeed have adorned, with great propriety,
a second edition of the work in question, or any other collection of
Scottish songs; but, separated from the verses to which they relate,
how can any one be mterested in learning that ¢ Down the Burm
Davie’ was the composition of Duvid Maigh, keeper of blood hounds
to the Laird of Riddell; that ‘Tarry woo’ was, in the opinion of
Burns, a ¢ very pretty song;’ or even that the author of ¢ Polwarth
on the Green’ was ¢ Captain John Drummond Mac Grigor, of the
family of Bochaldie?” Were it of consequence, we might correct the
valuable information thus conveyed, in one or two instances, and en-
large it in many others. But it seems of more impaortance to mark the
share which the poet himself took in compiling or embellishing this
collection of traditiohal poetry, ially as it has not been distmc:
explained either by Dr. Currie or Mr. Cromek. Tradition,
fx;leaking, is a sort of perverted alchemy which converts gold into lead.

| that is abstractedly poetical, all that is above the comprehension

of the merest peasant, is apt to escape in frequent recitation; and the
lacune, thus created, are filled up either by lines from other ditties,
or from the mother wit of the reciter or singer. The injury, in either
case, is obvious and irreparable. But with all these disadvantages,
the Scottish songs and tunozﬂpmerved for Burns that inexpressible
charm which they have ever afforded to his countrymen. He entered
into the idea of collecting their fragments with all the zeal of an en-
thusiast; and few, whether serious.or humorous, pass through his
hands without receiving some of those magic touches, which, without
greatly altering the song, restored its original spirit, or gave it more
than it had ever possessed. So dexterously are these touches combined
with the ancient structure, that the rifacciamento, in many instances,
could scarcely have been detected, without the avowal of the bard
himself. Neither would it be easy to mark his share in the individual
ditties. Some he appears entirely to have re-written; to others he ad-
ded supplementary stanzas; in some he retained only the leading lines
aud the chorus, and others he merely arranged and oramented. For
the benefit of future antiquaries, however, we may observe that many
of the songs, claimed by the present editor as the exclusive composi-
tion of Burns, were, in reality, current long before he was born. Letus
take one of the best examples of his skill in imitating the old ballad.
~—M-*Pherson’s Lament was a well known song many years before
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e & Bard wrote those additional verses which constjtute its
mcipal mesit. This noted fraebooter was executed at Juve

the begrmning of the lagt century. Whenhemtotbe.&:'..
tyee, be played the tune to which he has bequeathed his name ypon
2 favounte violin, and halding up the instrument, offered it to any
one of his clan who would undertake to play the tune over his hody
at hus Iyke-wake: as none answered, he dashed it to pieces on the exe
ecutioner’s head, and flung himself from the ladder. The following
are the wild stanzas, groumded, however, upon some traditional ree
wmame,* which Burns has put nto the mouth of this desperade, -

MPHERSON’S FAREWELL.

Farewell ye dungeons dark and strong,
The wretch’s Eeltiny‘. i
M¢Pherson’s time will not be lang,
On yonder gallows tree.
Sae rantingly, sac wantonly,
Sae dauniingly gaed he ;
He play’d a spring, and danc’d it roynd,
Below the gallows tree. :

ik

Oh, what is death but parting breath 2—
On mony a bloody plain

I’ve dar’d his face, and in this place
I scorn him yet again !

Untie these bands from off xlx_lg hands,
And bring to me my sword;
And there’s no man in all Scotland,
But I’ll brave him at a word.
Sae rantingly, &c. '

I’ve liv’d a life of sturt and strife ;
I die by treacherie : :
It burns my heart I must depart
And not avenged be.
Sae rantingly, ¥'c.

Now farewell light, thou sunshine bright,
And all beneath the sky !
May coward shame distain. his name,
The wretch that dares not die !
Sae rantingly, Oe.

® We have heard same of these reaited, particularly one, whigh begloy—
¢ Now farewell house and farewell friends,
- And farewell wife and bairns;
There’s nae tance in my heart,
‘The sin py
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- How much Burns delighted in the':kf:lf eking out the ancient
raelodies of his country; appears from owing ing passage
ith a letter written to Mr. golmstoue, sbotdybefmm
" ¢Youare a good, worthy, horiest fellow, and have a good right to
five in this world—because you deserve it. Many a merry meeting
this publication has given ts, and possibly it may give us mere,
though, alas! Ifear it. This protracting, slew, consuming iliness
which hangs over me, will, 1 doubt much, my ever dear friend,
srrest my sun before he has well reached his middle career, and
will tarn aver the Poet to far other and more. important concerns
than studying the brilliancy of wit, or the pathos of sentiment !
However, Aopie is the cordial of the human heart, and I endeavour
to cherishit as wellas I can.”

Notwithstanding the spirit of many of the lyrics of Bumns, and the
exquisite sweetness and simplicity of others, we cannot but deeply re-
gret that so much of his time and talents was frittered away in com-~
piling and composing for musical collections. There is sufficient
evidence both i the edition of Dr. Currie, and in this supplemental
volume, that even the genius of Burns could not support him in the
monotonous task of wnting love verses onheaving bosoms and spark-
ling eyes, and twisting them into rhythmical forms, as might suit the
capricious evolutions of Scotch reels, ports, and strathspeys. Be-
sides, this constant waste of his fancy and power of verse in small and
nsignificant compositions, must necessarily have had no little effect
in deterring him from undertaking any grave or important task. Let
no one suppose that we undervalue the songs of Buns. When his
soul was intent on suiting a favourite air with words humorous or
tender, as the subject demanded, no poet of our tongue ever dis~
played higher skill m marrying melody to immortal verse. But the
wniting of a series of songs for large musical collections,
rated nto a slavish labour, which no talents could support, led to
negligence, and above all, diverted the poet from his grand plan of

To produce a work of this kind, neither perhapes a regular tragedy
mor comedy, but something partaking of the nature of both, seems
to have been long the cherished wish of Bums. He had even fixed
on the subj - w%ich was};all; adventure in low life, said .to haveahfatg

ed to rt Bruce, while wandering in danger and disguise
lI)J:ning defeated by the English. Thr:lgb‘cottish dialect would have
rendered such a piece y unfit for the stage: but those who re-
collect the masculine and lofty tone of martial spirit which glows in
the poern of Bannockburn, will sigh to think what the character of
the gallant Bruce might bave proved under the hand of Burns! It
would undoubtedly have wanted that tinge of chivalrous feeling which
the manners of the age, no less than the disposition of the monarch,
imperiously demanded ; but this deficiency would have been more
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then supplied by 2 bard who-could have drawn from his own per-
ceptions the unbending energy of a liero, sustaining the desertion of
friends, the persecution of enemies, and the utmost malice of disas~
trous fortune. The scene too, being partly laid in humble life, ad.
mitted that display of broad humour and exquisite pathos, with which
he could interchangeably and at pleasure adorn his cottage views.
Nor was the assemblage of familiar sentiments incompatible n Burns
with those of the most exalted diguity. In the immitable tale of
Tam o’ Shanter, be has left us suflicient evidence of his ability to
mbmeduludmuthhﬂsmwful and even the horrible. No
poet, with the exception of speare, ever possessed the power of
exciting the most varied and discordant emotions with such rapid
tramsitions.  His humorous description of the appearance of Death
(i the poem on Dr. Hornbook) borders on the terrific, and the witches
dmce, in the kirk of Alloway, is at once ludicrous and horrible.
Deeply must we then regret those avocations which diverted a fancy
20 vanied and 30 vigorous, joined with language and expression suited
10 all its changes, from leaving a more substantial monumeant to his
own fame and to the honour of his country.

The next division is a collection of fugitive sentences and common
places, extracted partly from the memorandum book of the poet,
and partly, we believe, from letters which could not be published in
their intire state. Many of these appear to be drawn from a small
‘olume,ent(i;ded‘IAuaswChﬁnda,byRobenB,in‘ms,’ which was
prited at Glasgow, but afterwards suppressed. To these, the ob-
servations which we offered on the bard’s letters in general, apply
with additional force : for in such a selection, the splendid patches,
the showy, declamatory, figurative effusions of sentimental affectation,
are usually the choice of the editor. Respect for the mighty dead,
prevents our quoting instances in which Burns has degraded his natu-
nl by these meretricious ornaments. Indeed his style is
sometimes 30 forced and unnatural, that we must believe he knew to
whom be was writing, and that an affectation of enthusiasm in pla-
tonic fove and devotion, was more likely to be acceptable to the fair
Clarinda, than the true language of feeling. The following loose
and laboured passage shews, that the passion of Sylvander, (a name
sufficient of itself to damn a whole file of love-letters) had more of
vanity, than of real sentiment.

¢ What trifling silliness is the childish fondness of the every-day
children of the world ! *Tis the unmeaning toying of the younglings
of the fields and forests: but where sentiment and fancy unite their
sweets ; where taste and delicacy refine; where wit adds the fla-
vor, and good sense gives strength and spirit to all, what a deli.
cious draught is the hour of tender endearment!—beauty and
8)::“: in the arms of truth and honour, in all the luxury of mutual

e !’ ’ .
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The fust part of the work comprebends a few onigimal poems. We
were ruther surprised to find in the van, the beautifl song celled
¢ Evan Banks.” Mr. Cromek t to have kmown that this was
published by Dr. Currie, in his edition of Burns’s works, and
emitted im all those which followed, because it was aacertained to be
the composition of Helen Maria Williams, who wrots it at the re~
quest of Dr. Wood. Its being found in the hand-writing of Buos,
occasioned the first mistake, but the corvection of that leaves 2o apo-
{ogy for a second. The remainder consists of minor poems, eps
tles, prologues, and songs, by which, if the author’s reputation
not been previously established, we will veature to say it would never
have risen above the common standard. At the same time there axe
few of them that do not, upon minute examination, exhibit marks of
‘Burnd's hand, though not of his best manner. The following ex-
. quisitely affecting stanza contains the essence of a thousand love tales :-

¢Had we never loved sae kindly,
Had we never loved sae blindly,
Never met or never parted,

‘We had ne’er been broken-hearted.’

" 'There are one or two political songs, which for any wit or hu-
mour they contain, might have been.very well omitted. ‘The satiri-
cal effusions of Burns, when they related to persons or subjects re-
moved from his own sphere of observation, were too vague and too
coarse to be poignant. We have seen, indeed, some very pointed
stanzas in two political ballads, mentioned F 174; but Mr. Cro-
mek apparently judged them too personal for publication. There
are a few attempts at English verse, in which, as usual, Burns falls
beneath himself. This is the more remarkable, as the sublimer pas-

sages of his ¢ Saturday Night,’ ¢ Vision,” and other of cele-
brity, always swell into the lm:ﬁlu:ﬁe of classic ish poetry. But
although in these flights he naturally and almost unavoidably assumed

the dialect of Milton and Shakspeare, he never seems to been
completely at his ease when he had not the power of descending at
easure 1nto that which was familiar to his ear, and to his habits,
the one case, his use of the English was voluntary, and for a short
time; but when assumed asa primary and indispensable rule of com-
position, the comparative penury of rhimes, and the want of a thou-
sand emphatic words which his habitual acquaintance with the Scot-
tish supplied, rendered his expression confined and embarrassed. No
man ever had more command of this ancient Doric dialect than
Burns. He has left a curious testimony of his skill, in a letter to
M. Nicol, published in this volume ; an attempt to read a sentence
of which, would break the teeth of most modern Scotchmen.
. Three or four letters from William Burns, a brother of the poet,
are introduced for no purpose, that we can guess, unless to shew that
he wrote and thought like an ordinary journeyman saddler. We
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would readily have believed, without positive proof, that the splendid
mdﬁewmmhwmdhﬁfmﬂy. :
We scarcely know, upon the whole, in what terms we onght to
deonise Mr. Cromek. If the reputation of Burmns alone be comsi
dered, this volume camiot add to his fame ; and it is too well fixed to -
adwmit of degradation. 'The Cantats already mentioned, is indeed the
enly one of his productions not published by Dr. Currie, which we
consider as ot merely justifying, but increasing his renown. It is
enough w0 sary of the very best of those now published, that they take
nothmg from it. What the public may gain by bemg fumished with
additional means of estimating the character of this wonderful and
self-taught genius, we have already endeavoured to state. We kmow
not whether the family of the poet will detive any a from
this publication of s remaims. If s0, it is the best apology for
lheibehri.ghmtothewwld;ifmt,wehuenodwhtthatdn
eﬁtor,sb is an admirer of Chaucer, has read of a certain pars
dower, w

—— With his relice, when that he fond

A poor persone dwelling up on lond,

Upon a day he gat him more.moneie

Than that the persone got in monethes tweie.

Axt. III. Anecdotes of Painters who have resided or been born in
England ; with Critical Remarks on their Productions; by
Ediard Edwards, deceased, late Teacher of Perspective, and
Associate in the Royal Academy ; int as a Continuation
to the Anecdotes of Painting by the late Horace Earl of Or-
Jord. 4to. pp. 327. London, ielgh and Sotheby, 1808. o

THE fine arts, in all highly civilized countries, have been held in
such general estimation, that it has been deemed of conse-
quence to record the names even of these artists, whose labours have
long smce perished in the humble service of stopping a broken pane,
or covering the damp walls of a butler’s pantry. A practice so con-
ducive to the imterest, and so flattering to the vanity of the professors,
would maturally obtain their ready support; and Mr. Edwards,
among the rest, has been encouraged to launch his little bark,
freighted with an indiscriminate and unpromising cargo of adventu-
rers, for thetemple of fame.

This volume commences with a short, but not uninteresting life of
the author, written by some well-informed, but partial friend ; and it
is to be regretted, that the favourable impression which it wasso well
calculated to leave on the mind of the reader, is not, in any degree,
:ﬂnned by the character and temper of the work itself. We are

aware that when a painter undertakes to write the lives of paint-
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ers, the part of whom were his contemporaries ; when the sur-
vivingm:tretobe ﬂatteredoroﬂ'aldes(:)zﬂw&:rﬁqnof res-
pect paid to the objects of their harmless vanity; biographer
must be possessed of more courage than discretion, who deals out
the exact portion of praise and censure due to the individuals of so
motley a group. We observe many faults that have probably arisen
out of these restraints; to which the author has injudiciously ddded
more by his sanctimonious confusion of morals and taste. Tze
lic surely cannot be greatly interested in the foibles of men, w
lives, after all, must have , for the chief part, in the attainment,
of an art, alike inaccessible to the dissolute, and the idle. The au-
thor, however, appears to be of a different opinion, and has there-
fort contrived to commit a new species of injustice ; and, welgh:s' i
sobriety against skill, not unfrequently raised the dauber to a le
with the most distinguished artists. 'f]mathe Professor Peony is
glsmm;’ed without la single observation h:n his l::ﬁw, Whilteh:mgl;
ohn Plot, is etted for not having lived to creep
his elaborate hi;det:gyommmih! '.I‘lu:vmg t remarks of -fine
ladies are occasionally quoted also by this author, as decisive
against works of high classical pretensions; and, amoug other plea-
santries, we are told of the ¢ moppings of Gainsborough,” and of
¢ Dr. Burney’s dabbling with a party of naked girls, in a horse pond I"*
Setting aside the extreme folly of such criticism, we should have
entertained a more favourable opinion of Mr. Edwards’ heart, had
he plucked one sprig only, from the bundles of laurel with which he
has covered the sleek heads of sign and scene-painters, and placed it
on the care-bent brow of the sﬁﬁ;, but unfortunate Barry.

In a work like the present, a short history of the art as it stood
connected with the names he had undertaken to record, seemed indis-
rensable : Mr. Edwards therefore pays a just tribute of acknow-
edgment to the Society of Arts, Manufacture, and Commerce, for
the benefits which they extended to his profession, and of which he was
an early partaker. ’l{ns society was founded in the year 1750, and
from its commencement held out rewards for the encouragement of
boys and girls in the art of drawing. In a few years they extended
their patronage to artists of established reputation, and offered pre-
miums in the various departments of historical painting, sculpture,
and architecture. 'These patriotic endeavours to promote the arts
were continued upwards of twenty years, during which the society,
exclusive of numerous honorary presents of gold and silver m
pallets, &c. expended the sum of £8000. It should be remem-
behr:d, however, to the honour of the artispt:u of this com:hn'y, that
-whatever they have made, is principally owing to their own
exertions.p:%%ese were directed to t.hg fomlatitym of private schools

. AM-:&:: the Triumph of the Thames, in the apartments of the Society of
Manufactures, and Corameree.
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%0 early as _the year 1711, and continued, under various modifications,
ull 1767. A permanent establishment, however, embracing farther
advanteges, being still wanting, the leading artists held several meet-
ings for the purpose of establishing a public academy. These com,
mendable efforts proved unsuccessful, and they remained in their
fornger private situstion, in St. Martin’s Lane, above fourteen years,
pursuing their studies with a zeal highly creditable to themselves, and
* - with no other support than the individual subscriptions of their own

members.
- The mext effort towards acquiring the attention of the public, was
a voluntary offer of their talents for the purpose of omamenting the
apartments of the Foundling Hospital. The Liberality of this mea-
‘sure, together with the novelty of the spectacle, did not fail to make
2 dne inppression ; and eventually gave rise to the idea of forming a
public exhibition. To this end, they petitioned the Society of Arts,
Mamfacture, and Commerce, to allow them the use of their rooms;
there the exhibition, to which the public were admitted gratis,
opened April 21st, 1760 : Catalogues were sold at the price of sixe
pence to those who required them. The success of this first pubhe
b of British art, exceeded general expectation ; but a difference
arising between the exhibitors and the society, the lead-

i

ing artists withdrew themselves, and formed an exhibition in Spring
Garden the followi year,withsomechangeinthemodeofngmis-

It was not, however, till May, 1762, that they ventured on
tlous measure of raising the price of admission to oue shilling
person ; when they had the precaution to affix a conciliatory
zﬂﬁce(mmen by Dr. Johnson) to their catalogue, which was now

gratis. .
The exhibition thus established, continued at Spring Grarden under
the management of the first artists; who, finding themselves, at
m& of property, were ambitious of obtaining a legal
i ; and, on proper solicitation, obtained a charter, which
received his majesty’s confirmation, January 26th, 1765. But how
Iitle can we calculate on the advantages of the best planned mea-
sures! The artists now collected“s}l in a body, ¢let slip the tLogsbo‘ “lrlar,’
and in three short years, brought ev ing into jeopardy, but their
lives. From this period the historyetgflhtjl?gam l’zlie: nairative of the
most bitter contention. The men of least ability and employndllent
occupied their leisure in devising schemes of annoyance against theix
more successful rivals; and, as they were the loudest and most nu-
merous, succeeded in forcing them to retreat; an event as unex-
pocted, as it was mortifying, to men whose sole importance was
desived from disputing with their superiors! It is to this apparently
discomfited party, that the present generation of artists is indebted
for the idea of establishing a Royal Academy, under the immediate
protection of the Sovereign. A petition was signed, and presented
3

YOL.1. NO. L
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by them to his Majesty ; and Sir William Chambers had the honour
of receiving his gracious assent to their request. The first meeti

of the members was held the 10th of December, 1768, when Sir
Joshua Reynolds, who had been elected President, delivered his

In his laudable endeavours to raise the credit of this Royal Insti-
tution, Mr. Edwards, we think, attributes rather too much to its
influence in inaturing the arts of the British school. He to
forget that such men as Hogarth, Reynolds, Gainsborough, Wilson,
West, Barry, Mortimer, and many others, had established their repu-
tation long before this period; and it is to their particular mode of
education, perhaps, that their success is to be ascribed. Italy was
Jjustly considered by most of them as the great nursery of the arts;
where, after preparing their minds by due attention to the purity of
the antique, they were enabled to form a just estimate of the vanous
talents of the great Italian painters, who were at once the objects of
their study, and their emulation. They became the disciples of no
particular men, neither did they associate in any formal routine of
education. Whenever schools have been instituted, whether by na-
tions, or individuals, the arts have been observed gradually to de-
cline; and perhaps, for this reason, that in such seminaries every
thing is contagious, except legitimate excellence. QOur annual exhi-
bitions furnish abundant evidence of the truth of this assertion; for
the students losing sight of the great authorities in art, are content to
follow the popular painter of the day. This, as defects are easily
imitated, unfortunately flatters the indolent, and entraps the unwary ;
and is naturally productive of a uniform mode of practice, that not
only tends to paralize genius, but obstructs the course of effective
improvement,

But these are evils more easily discovered in their effects than an-
ticipated. 'The illustrious Founder of the Royal Academy, by be-
stowing on the artists ‘a local habitation, and a name,’ has cer-
tainly given them whatever importance can be derived from an im-
posing situation. That they have steadily, if not successfully laboured
to improve these advantages, will easily be admitted, when it is con-
sidered, that provision is made for the whole expense and maiatenance
of this national school, out of the profits of the Exhibition, which is
formed at the individual cost of the exhibitors. After stating this,
we may be allowed to lament, that conduct so liberal should be les-
sened m the eye of the public, by the wanton exposure of human
weakness, and private feelings. No such information was demanded ;
and we can neither commend the taste, nor the patriotism of the
man, who could prefer commemorating the violence of party, and
raking in the annals of bagnios and beer-houses, to the luxury of pay-
ing a just tribute to the talents of his co 8, ) ‘

That it is the duty of a Biographer to confine his observations to
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the review of 2 man’s public life, is far from being our opinion. In
the characters of most men, ‘there are traits of individuality, which,
if acutely observed, tend greatly to illustrate their peculier gertius,
and twrn of thought. But this case is by no means general; for it
must frequently have been remarked, that no two things resemble
each other less than the private habits, and public exertions of men
of the grestest talents. 1tis seid, that Sir Joshua Reynolds, m the
early past of his life, paraded a near relation through the streets, in
the gaudy chariot of some City Sheriff, for the purpose of attracting
notice. What could Dr. Graham have done more to obtain the same
end? Yet Sir Joshua was no impostor, but delighted in the practice
of his profession, and pursued it with an ardour, which nothing but
genius and landable ambition could have inspired. ‘We confess,
therefore, that we feel some indignation when Mr. Edwards laments,
‘that such abilities as Mr. Mortimer possessed, were sacrificed to
the mean pursuits of inelegant pleasures, and ignoble emulation. To
be superior as a cricket-player, or to command on a -frolic, were to
him worth ambition.’ (p. 263.) Now, that it should be less praise-
. worthy for ¢ an active and athletic young man’ to be expert at cricket,
than to maltreat a violin after the manner of Mr. Edwards, we can-
not conceive; neither can we understand on what principleet}le act
of joining m a quartetto, vil.) can be esteemed a more ‘elegant
pleasure’ than sailing up the 'Thames witha party of agreeable friends,
to dime at Richmond. It is to such anecdotes, when accompanied
with whining reflections on their turpitude, that we' object, as they
tllustrate nothing, and can only be gratifying to that class of readers
who are mof all superiority, and feel a pleasure in debasing the
human . Such persons might derive great relief from con-
sultmg the valet de chambres of distinguished men, in whose eyes, it
is said, no master ever appeared a hero. -

In conformity to our own reasoning however, on this subject, it be-
comes 2 duty to add a few touches to the portruit drawn of Mr. Ed-
wards, by his friend, for the purpose of giving somewhat more iden-
tity to the resemblance, and thus enabling the reader of these anec-
dotes to azcertain what degree of faith is to be placed m his judgment,
and the spirit of his observations. The bodily infirmities, and narrow
circumstances of Mr. Edwards, secured him from the commission of
many of those indiscretions which he has so severely reprehended n
others. This should have led him to speak with some charity of those
who, fortumately, or unfortunately, laboured not under his restramts.
Bat the heart of Mr. Edwards did not overflow with ‘the milk of hu-
man kindness,” nor was he altogether without his foibles—he flattered
kimself that he possessed talents for nice disquisition ; he was, besides,
very disputatious and irascible ;—and, like the dwarf of Sterne, would
bave sezed the tallest offending grenadier by the tail, could he have
seached it. But these formidable qualities were teinpered by science,
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and softened by the Graces; fwheﬁﬁledﬂcam and painted
l&eaﬁddler,andubemghtbe-dmlmemeyedyform,
3o he felt painting by thealtalone through which organ he obtained
his little knowledge in art.

Having thus cleared the pn&forun-rudas ‘we proceed to exam-
ine the remainder of the volume. The materials of the work, of which
this forms a continuation, were c:):lr:leud by Mr. George Verulxe,
man who possessed qualities very rarely combined-—considerable ta-
lents, with an attachment to the drudgery of am antiquary. His pa-
pers (for he died before they conld be pre for the press) were
purchased of his widow, by the Honourable Horace Walpole, who
mfused into. them some of his lightness and vanity, and much of s
pride. For talents, unsupported by rank, Walpole appears to have
bad htte reqnct—-andwe know of only one instance in which he has
condescended to wave this important distinction, byplnmgPuxmles
at the side of Mrs. Damer!

Many names might certainly have been left out of Walpole 8, a8
well as the present catalogue, without any violent injustice to the
bearers, or greatly abridging the stock of useful information. Grub
Street lends its inspiration to designers and daubers, as well as to bell-
men and lamp-lighters; who might all bedecentl and-quietly stretch-
ed in their shells, to moulder in peace {t i8 not easy to sup-
pressasmile when wereflect how llttle the men whose humble labours
are here recorded, dreamed of the honours thatawaited them. Ifadau-
ber of this ragged tribe ever felt a sensation that resembled ambition,
it seldom soared above the desire of displaying his on lions
from Africa, or royal tigers from Bengal : such a man feit no abase-
ment in passing thr the streets with a pallet in one hand, and &
bladder of oil in the other; or in mounting a ladder to exercise his
imitative powers on a china punch-bowl, with the peeling of a lemon
gracefully curling over the brim. To refresh himself after these men-
1wl labours, it was his habit to pass the evenings in some favoured
pot-house, where, with the eamings of the day, he met his illustrious
breIt};ren of thethl;ruah , covered with dust and glory.

ng after the commencement of the present reign, disappointed
ambition enjoyed ample means of avenging itself on a successful rival ;
when the popular productions of the leading artists might be first
, and then suspended from the centre of some street or

lane, to announce ‘the old Devil Tavern,” or ¢the New Jerusalem.
'The taste of our inn-keepers and tradesmen for the polite arts, afford-
;:‘idhopporummes for t&eexmueofmmdegmeaofhlenh : and he

0 Was to the task of striking out an effigy of the renowned
Dukeofm might undertake the more humble labour of
representing ¢ the Hole in the Wall,’ or ‘the World's End.’ Here was
mdeed a wide and extensive field forthe dlsplayofartofemydes—
cription! Noah's Ark, the Tower of Babel, and St. Christopher, fur-
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nished sulvyects for the painter of history. ‘Gur Christian heroes were
agein opposed to thei ancient enemies the Saracens and Turks. The
hserples .of o and Hobima refreshed the smirking citivens
with a view of King Charles in a n oak, or the more rural
se-tyofahwae-pondallda ; andthewxldpnmsesoﬂhuby
gratibed their patrons with blue boars, andgmendngons,mdallﬁe
non-asturals of a distempered imagination.

The removal of these prodigies from the streets of London, - filled
'Bodlam with artists, and the workhouses with their starving childrem :
aad threw, besides, a new generation of unha men, qunlified for
no higher pursuits, into a profession which they disgrace, without
deriving from it anyheneﬁttotl.gmselves It may reasonshly be
inquired, how men, struggling under this mediocrity of talent, and
who, of course, form the greater mass of artists, are now employed.
They cannot become traders, for this requires a capital. 'They will
not steal, and to beg they are ashamed—what then remains but to
follow the arts? ‘The poor mechanic, who hangs over the scrawlings
of his moon-struck son, beholds a mighty genius: who being unqua-
lified for amy wseful employment, is sent, m evil hour, to be enrolied
in the army of martyrs, at Somerset House. There the hours that
should be devoted to study are wasted in discussing the merits of
academicians, who by degrees are lowered to their own level. The
next step is easy—they listen to the whisperings of vanity, and with-
out labour, without study, ignorant even of the elements of their art,
they put oﬂ'dleutnthm,andaﬂ‘ectto be the rivals of the first pain-
usofﬁeday If, for lack of other employment, they are driven
m&emceofvdmﬂleydlgmfywndlﬂ\emeofhmmy

they become deranged, and inveigh against ¢ face-pamms m all the
n-vdy of want and wretchedness.

these are the men who are destined to fill the pages of some
ﬂer, and enjoy in succession the honours of the Budds,
Plots, the Shaaks, and Roths of former days. Ve-
m.dtheru,&omthepencdsofnewBtmks,wxllobsuuctdle
mechanical movements of clocks and gilded trifles, and make annual
Wh&emoﬂ(&m Long: mdtbepnmﬁzed ﬂuhof
burst. its Vickery’
dmaﬁs, and Madam Lanchester’s ¢ Parisian night-gowns.” All
this, and worse, a generous public will labour to admire: yet under
such an accunmlsting load of folly and impertinence, ART must ne-
cesmarily decline ; and it affords little comfort to know, that ts thought-
lauonnu,whom attracted by the early show of patronage, like
&uml honey-pot, are doomed at theﬁutbhght of neglect to fall
E&mbpehmobocumy without the consolation of re-
Whh wifling Oft:wni preserves the f few
a exception, this volume names o
artists who possese higher claims to public attention than those above
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mentioned. * i the hands of some men however, even these might
have afforded matter for amusement; but we have no reason to re-
ret, that this circumstance escaped the lively imagimation of Mr.
m-do—-fwifmy&hgmbemoreduﬂthmhisgmity,itishh

at humour. Some example of our author’s style, and man-
nex of tresting his subject, may however be required of us; we shall
therefore lay before the reader an extract from his memoirs of our
great landscape pamter Wilson, as being the most favourable speci-
men of his and judgment, as well as of his style, which is
languid, we had almost said, slovenly; and not unfrequently incor-
rect. ,

¢While Wilson was at Veniée, he painted a small landscape,
which being seen by Zuccarelli, that artist was so much struck with
the merit of the piece, that he strongly urged Wilson to pursue
that hyanch of the art, which advice Wilson followed, and became
one of the first landscape painters in Europe. His studies in land-
scape must have been attended with rapid success, for he had some
pupils in that line. of art while at Rome, and his works were so much
esteemed, that Mengs painted his portrait, for which Wilson in re-
turn painted a landscape.

“¢It is not known at what time he returned to England, but he was
in London in 1758, and resided over the north arcade of the piazza,
Covent-garden, at which time he had gained great celebrity as a
landscape painter. To the first exhibition of 1760, he sent his pic-
ture of Niobe, which confirmed his reputation. It was afterwards
bought by William Duke of Cumberland, and is now in the posses-
sion of his Royal Highness the Dyke of Gloucester. In 1765, he
exhibited (with other pictures)a View of Rome, from the Villa Ma-
dama, a capital performance, which was purchased by the late Mar-
quis of Tavistock.

¢ Though he had acquired great fame, yet he did not find that con-
stant employment, which his abilities deserved. This neglect might
. probably result from his own conduct, for it must be confessed, that
Mr. Wilson was not very prudentially attentive to his interest; and,
though 2 man of strong sense and superior education to most of
the artists of his time, he certainly did not possess that suavity of -
manhers, which distinguished many of his contemporaries. On this
account, his connections and employment insensibly diminished,
;nd left him, in the latter part of his life, in comfortiess infirmity.”

. 78,79,

- Here the excessive prudence of the author again displays itself -
It is not our intention to offer an apology for the unpopularity, ad-
mitting the fact, of Wilson’s character—it needs none. 'The man
whose genius outstrips the age in which be lives, has the choice of
two things—either to pander to the prevalent taste for present gain,
or, by the best exertion of his faculties, secure to himself, as far as.
man may, the approbation of posterity. - If this neglected artist,
among his many privations, could not reckon deafness; nor in his
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list of acquirements enumerate pliability, it was still most absurd in
his more pelished patrons, however they might lament the ¢ unsuavity
of his manners,’ to forego, on that account, the pleasure of

sing his works, and encumber themselves with the vulgar art of Bar-
ret. The truth is, that the connoisseurs and thelmmneven_gmd
on the merits of Wilson; and Mr. Edwards has therefore cautiously
steered through these opposing interests. 'The growing fame of
Wilson, however, justifies the admiration of his brethren, while it
proves miccess to be no criterion of excellence. The principles on
which true art is founded being immutable, it can neither be affeceed
by the blindness of ignorance, nor the new lights of fashion.

¢ But leaving general praise or criticism, it will be proper to con-
sider more particularly this master’s productions. In doing this,
we shall first take notice of a censure which has been passed upon
one of his principal works, by an artist, whose abilities and reputa-
tion command respect, though they cannot enforce our implicit as-
sent to his opinion, I mean Sir Joshua Reynolds, who, in one of his
discourses, which he gave in the Royal  Academy, passed some
strictures upon Wilson’s picture of Niobe, which did not perfectly

coincide with the sentiments of those who then heard, or who have
since perused them.

¢ Our late ingenious academician, Wilson, has, I fear, been guilty,
like many of his predecessors, of introducing gods and goddesses,
ideal beings, into scenes which were by no means prepared to re-
ceive such personages. His landscapes were in reality too near
common nature, to admit supernatural objects. In consequence of
this mistake, ina very admirable picture of a Storm, which I have
seen of his hand, many figures are introduced in the for¢ground,
some in apparent distress, and some struck dead, as a spectator
would naturally suppose, by the lightning, had not the peinter inju-
diciously (as I think) rather chosen that their death should be im-
puted to a little Apollo, who appears in the sky with his bent bow,
and that those figures should be considered as the children of Niobe. °

“ To manage a subject of this kind, a peculiar style of art is re-
quired, and it can only be done without impropriety, or even with-
out ridicule, when we adn?t the character of the landscape, and thut
tooinall its parts,to the historical or poetical re tation.

« This is a very difficult adventure, and it requires a mind thrown
back two thousand years, and, as it were, naturalized in antiquity,
like that of Nicolo Poussin, to achieve it.

« In the picture alluded to, the first idea that presents itself, is
that of wonder, in seeing a figure in 50 uncommon a situation, as
thatin which the Apollois placed, for the clouds on which he kneels
have not the appearance of being able to support him, they have nei-
ther the substance nor the form fit for the receptacle of a human
figure,and they do not possess, inany respect, that romantic character
which is appropriated to such & sabject, and which alone can har-
monize with poetical stories.” P, 82, 83.
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¢ Though we may allow the foregoing observations to be per-
fectly just, when ‘taken in a general sense, yet when they are ap-
plied to Wilson’s picture of Niobe in piarticular, they certainly must
be considered as forced, and as the effect of petulant pique, rather
than the correction of just criticism.
¢ This assertion is justified by the following inaccuracy : It is as-
serted, that Wilson’s pictures jare ¢ too near common nature, to
admit supernatural objects:” but the question here does not con-
cern his other pictures, but relates to that of Niobe only, and con-
sequently whatever improprieties may be selected from his other
works, they cannot warrant a charge against this picture in part-
cular. ‘
¢ But to form a just estimate of the work in question, we should
first consider the.species of objects of which the land is com-
posed, whether they be, or be not, appropriate to the subject of the
picture ; and, upon such examination, it may certainly be allowed,
that they all are of that kind, which can only be selected from what
are universally considered as the grandest and most classical fea-
tures in nature. But if the fastidious critic is displeased with those
which have been selected by Wilson, let him suppose his mind to
be  thrown back two thousand years, and, as it were, naturalized in
antiquity,” what objects could then be selected from nature, by his
imagination, which differ from her productions in the present day?
‘The natural materials of landscape have been the same in all ages.
The only difference which characterizes antiquity, originates in the
works of art, and if these had been introduced as antique features,
they would certainly have counteracted the simplicity and grandeur
of the picture as itnow stands.
¢ Sir Joshua next observes, that « the figure of Apollo is placed
in an uncommon situation, the clouds on which he kneels not hav-
ing the appearance of being able to s rt him.” By this remark
it seems that Sir Joshua did not recoﬁect the picture, or examine
the print, when he wrote his critique, for the figure in question is
by no means so disposed, asto give the spectator any idea of pain from
its want of support; and the size is perfectly suited to its place or
representation upon the picture, as the appearance of the cloud is
fully equal to the weight which it is supposed to sustain ; and, in-
deed, the figure appears to be floating upon that species of cloud,
which is often seen rolling along in a thunder-storm, near the sur-
face of the earth, while the rest of the atmosphere is loaded, and
wniformly obscured, by those dark and heavy vapours that occasion
the storm.
¢ The severity of Sir Joshua, as before remarked, was in some de-
attributed to private pique, and not without reason, for Sir
oshua and Mr. Wilson were often observed to treat each other, if
not with rudeness, at least with acrimony. But that we may not
seem desirous of concealing the defects in this artist’s ?roductions,
we must observe, that Wilson, in the executive ém‘t of his works,
was rather too careless, a defect which increased in the decline of
his life, and that his foregrounds were at all times too much neglect-
ed and unfinished.” P. 84~-86. )
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as the of these ters, was and w
e o T e o
h%wupmthem?d(}m‘lm from the
it the portraits o - not more
worhofReymlds than his landscapes did from those of our gyeat’
Wuhon, whose very ﬁmmanptl,inthiawalkoi

g-t-l,ndhewewdnmatmwuh&eMeyeof
a poet. We recollect no painter, who, with so much eriginality of
m,umd-ehud:andgrmdwofw,-dddmgh
in the opinion of Mr. Edwards, his pictures were incomplete, we feel
assured that while he was in possession of his full powers,

was in no degree the cause of thus i defect; but that every
touchofhapencnlwudmctedbyapnnu &-treqmredthemb-
serviency of particular parts to the full establishment of the whole.
IanInu , even the figures are rendered accessary to the
general effect; w nthewtrksofothernnlen,llmmdwomm
aremtmdmedappumﬂymkeep&emalwe,&oughmotha
rupechthyleemtobe as sometanes i nature, rather ormamental

Theearly“orhofﬂmbamgh, on the contrary, are rendered
touchng by the simplicity of their execution, snd choice of scenery.
are the abode of ruddy health and labour ; the by-paths,
dledeepm'en(hdmds,thetam, nddwdwmﬁwnggum,nﬂ
lead us to the pleasing contemplation of rustic scenery, and domesticate
us with the objects which he so faitbfully delineated. This sensibility
to sylvan scenery, however, became weaker, as he grew more intimate
with the works of the Flemish and Dutch masters, whose choice of
m:ebeappantohvethoughtbew than that which he had been
VOL.I. NO. 1. 6
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aceuslomed to study; and he may be traced through those schools,
from the mere imitations,of weeds and moss, up to the full enj

of Reubens.. The admirers of cultivated art will find him most varied
and beautiful at this period, as his works, strengthened and enriched
by the stndy of Reubens, stxllmned a uniformity of character,
which, if not so simple as his first representations of nature, is not
polluted by the extravagance of a style making pretensions to a higher
character. His last manner, though greatly inferior to that immedi-
ately preceding it, was certaily the result of much practice and know-
ledge, with some leaning perhaps to the suggestians of indoleiice. Its
principal defect seemed to be, that it neither presented the:

with a faithful delineation of nature, nor possessed any just preten-
sions to be classed with the epic works of art; for the first, it was both
in its forms and effects, too general; and for the last not sufficiently
ideal or elevated. The studies he made at this period.of his life, m
chalks, from the works of the more learned painters of kandscape, but
particularly from Gasper Poussin, were doubtless the foundations of
this style; but he does not seem to have been aware, that forms
might pass, and even captivite, in drawings on & small scale, where an
agreeable tlow of lines, and breadth of effect, are principally sought,
which would become uncouth and unsatisfactory, when dilated on
canvass, and forced on the eye with all the vigour that light and shade,
and richness of colour could iend to them. But this, it should be
remembered, is the language of cold criticism, and veryill expresses
the high admuration which we have long cherished for the varions and
fascinating’talents of this distinguished artist. If we have unwittingly,
therefore, furnished one argument to the young gentlemen who are
drawing for the silver, or panting for the gold nredal, to speak slight-
ingly of what they should reverence, we request them to cultivate a
little modesty, and to consider that no great expectations can be form-
ed of that student who is a critic before he becomes a lover.

Of Gﬁm, whose eccentricity of character furnished such
abundant ials, Mr. Edwards says little that can interest the
reader. But be has reminded us of some ing anecdotes res-

ting him, which appeared in a work entitled ¢ The Four )
by Jackson, of Exeter; to which we refer the reader, as Mr.
wards has contrived to lose much of the characteristic hwnour of his
extracts, by his injudicious mode’of combining them.

The author, who apparently feels with Iago, that he is nothing, if
not cntical, lays aside all pretence of candour towards the conclusion
of his work, ‘and amuses himself through two or three pages, with
demolishing the character of the wretched Low, who, it appears, had
once borne away a prize, which, in the opinion of Mr. Edwards,
should have been awarded to himself. Having fleshed his valour
here, he does not suffer it to abate, but rushes, n the last place, to

- the attack of the once formidable, but now breathless monster, Barry.
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His criticism on' the ‘talents of this unhappy artist; ‘are a tissue of ig-
norance uﬂspleen and the exposure of his infirmities, when- they
coald no longe t the harmony of the Royal Academy, as
useless, as it ls’cmel great and comprehensive work executed
by Barry, under circumstances from which the feeble mind of the
critic would have shrunk in despair, must remain a monument of
s abilities, when all of art that pertains to Mr. Edwards, will have
quiedy’amk in that nmmubled stream where ¢all th'mgs are 'for—

If we have abstained from expressing ourselves more at length on
the subject of Sir Joshua Reynolds, it is not in consequence of Mr.
Edwards’ baving made no remark en his talents, that called for reply
or investigation. But the merits of oNE with whom the arts rose
and set in this country, cnnnotbedmwssedmd;fewwords and an
occasion will soon present itself for taking u axbectwnhmore
d'ectthm&eptesentnﬂ:ords. : P g

Azrt. IV. Women; or, Ida of Athens. By Miss Owenson, au-
. thor of the “ Wild Irish Girl,” The « Nomcc qf St. Do»muck ”
"&c. 4 vobs. 12mo. London. Longman. 1809. . '

ACCHANTES, animated with Orphean- fury, slinging theu-
serpents in the air, striking their cymbals, and uttering dithy-
rambics, appeared to surround him on every side.’ p. 5. .
¢ That modesty which is of soul, seemed to diffuse itself over a
form, whose exquisite symmetry was at once betrayed and conceal-
edby the apparent tissue of woven air, which fell like a vapour round
her.?
¢ Am-ora, the extremities of her delicate limbs were rosed
with ﬁwmg hues, and her little foot, as it pressed its naked heauty
on & scarlet cushion, resembled that of a youthful Thetis from its
biushing ‘tints, ‘or that of a fugitive Atnlanta from its height,” &c.
&c. p- 53.
After repeated attempts to comprehend the meaning of these, and
a bandred smmilar conundrums, in the compass of half as many pa-
guwe gave them up in despair; and were carelessly turning the
of the volume backwa:ga;nd forward, when the following pas-
sage, in a short note ‘to the Reader,’ caught our eye. ¢ My little
works have always been printed from i/legible manuscripts in one
country, while their author was resident in another,’ p. vi. Wehave
beenaccustomed to overlook these introductory gossipings : in future;
wever, we shall be more circumspect ; since it is evident that if we
bad.read straight forward from the title . page, we should have esca~
ped 2 very severe héad-ach.
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The matter seems now suflficiently clear. The having
pmduoefomvolmesfmmamnpt,ofwhch mnldnotmd
a word, rmed his task to the best of his power; and fabricated
&emqmsmenumberofbms byslukngd:e types out of the boxes
at a venture. T]l:gwoﬂmn:,dmefom, cmdeudas:fkmdof
" overgrown amphigouri, a beterogeseous combmation of events,
which, pretending to no meanmg, m:yhe imocently persitted to
uuﬁme for a moment, and then :

however, which is possible, theauﬂ:or like Caliban (we beg
Mmmesm’spardon)‘wmtuﬂueherpnpmemthwadsﬁat
make it known;’ but by illegible means what be read, and is,
consequently, in earnest ; the case is somewhat and we must
endeavou&tomakeoutﬂmm
. Ida of Athens, a Greek girl, half ancient and balf modern, falls
despenmlymlovemﬁuymmgdnve snd, whea he is defeated and
taken prisoner, in a fray more ndiculously begnnandended than the
l‘nmo&%‘:m'n;mhﬂle(;mt,mmma Disdar-aga,’ to save his
ife simple perso msmdofnkmgpomon' of his
bride, whom he has ¢ hﬁeon an ottoman of down,’ couleur de
rose,nmhesfromﬂtea ent ¢ to see a noise which he heard :’ and
has scarcely thrust his out of the street door, when, to his inex-
prembleamammnt, it is dexterously sliced off by ¢ an agent of the
Porte ;* and Ida, without waiting for her thirds, runs j home
toherfadler Meanwhﬂetlereekahve,whohad somewhat un-

%t el dudgeon“ mmmgwm

is arms, very natw tin and enrols

the Janissaries. Ida, on her side, having no engagement on her
hands, falls in love with an English traveller, who offers her a settle-
ment, which she very m y rejects. A long train of woe suc-
ceeds. Her father is stripped of his property, and thrown into a
dungeon ; from which he is delivered by the Janissary on duty, (the

prying lover of Ida) who, without himgelf known, assists
them to quit the country, and embark for ¢ They launch
into the dutmterelmgaa,sopmnmtbendof

genius;’ iv. p. 45, and after many hair-breadth scapes, arrive in Lon-
don. Here dneyarecheated,robbed, and msulted by every body ;
and the father, afier being several days without food, is dragged to a
spungmghmue,whew he expires! Ida runs frantically through the
streets, and falls into the arms of the English tmveller, who 18 now
become a lord, and very gallantly renews his offers, which are again
In consequence of an advertisement in the public papers,
J'adl.seoversanchuncle who dies very opportunely, and leaves hex
¢ the most o ent heiress of Great Britain.
The fair Greek abuses her prosperity; but before her fortune and

* Wrong:—he tarns sick as he is running after the ¢ Capadilger Keayassa,” and
diesin a dnfelu—See vol. iii. p. 143. ‘.;"r&um‘ Deul.
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reputation are gone, the slave makes his appearance once more,
—mtuaJn:g:;,butasaGenaﬂOﬂicerm&eRuumm,
and being now convinced that the familiarity of the Disdar-aga led
tono unseemly consequence, marries his quondam mistress for good
and all, and carries her to Russia, ¢ a country congenial by its cli-
mate to ber delicate constitution and luxurious habits; end by its
character, to her tender, sensitive and fanciful disposition ! Piv. 986.
Such is the story ; which may be dismissed as merely foolish : but
the sentiments and language must not escape quite so easily. "The
Latter is an inflated jargon, composed of terms picked up in al coun-
tries, and wl:oﬂy nreducible to any ordinary rules of grammmar or
sense. The former are mischievous in tendency, and profligate in
animverentmtbelngheltdepee To reve-
Miss Owenson manifests a singular antipathy. It is the sub-
many profousd diatribes, which want nothing but mesning to
hedaame. Yet Miss Owenson is not without an object of wore
She makes no account indeed of the Creator of the universe,
to swear by his name ; but, in retum, she menifests a prodi-
ghous respect for something that she dignifies with the name of Na.
tare, which, it scems, governs the world, and, as we gather from her
creed, is to be honoured by libertinism in the women, disloyalty in
the men, aad atheisn in both.
This young lady, as we conclude from her Jotroduction, is the ex-
Jant gaté of a particular circle, who:see, in her constitutional
marks of genius, and ensourage her dangerous propensi.
ty to publication. She has evidently written more than sho has read, and
read more thau she has thought. But this is beginning at the wrong end.
If we were enough to be in her confidence, we should advise
the immediate of a spelling book, of which she stands in great
nned,todu,mduepmcas of time, beadded lpocketdlo-

ﬂ..dglﬁuafew of anold-faahmui
book, winch, although it does not.eemmbavchtelyfallenmher
way, sy yet, we think, be fowad m some corner of her study ; she

ight then hope to prove, not indeed a good writer of novels, but a
friend, a faithful wife, a tender mother, and-mpechbleand
musttess of a family.

i
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ArT.V. A Grammar of the Sanskrita Language, by Charles
Wilkins, L. L. 128 F, ‘kS. ;ﬁo.‘ p. 662. lpndonf, 1.80:; -
A Grammar of t rit .an'guagc,co?owd rom the work:
. .of the moétﬁtemd rammarians; to whick are added exam-
.- ples_ for the exercise of the Student, and a complete List of the
Dhatoos or Roots, by W. Carey, Teacher of the Sungskrit, Ben-
alee, and Mahratta Languages, in the College of Fort Wil-
. liam. Serampore, printed at the Mission Press, folio, pp. 906,
app- 108, index 24. .
Mr. Colebrooke’s Grammar of the Sanskrit e. Printed
. dn India. Folio, pp. 236. London, Blacks, and Co.

A S so much of the reputation of every country depends upon its
: limrypmducﬁom,wem:g,wiﬂn reason, be proud that of a
#anguage 80 curious, so celebrated, and until lately so inaccessible as
the Sanscrit, nofewertlunthreeGumnms,oomposedlg English-
men, have ssued from the English press. ‘We owe to France: the
translation of a Chinese Historian, and the most important elucidstions
of Chinese literature. We are indebted to the same country for the
Zend-avesta, and Bound-Dehesch of the disciples ‘of Zerdusht or
Zoroaster : but England may in her turn claim the honour, almost
undivided, of revealing to the world the venerated and long-secluded
itions of the Samscrit. We say, almost undivided, because
the vat, onie of the most important and, in some respects,
the most rational of the irratienal Puranas of the Bramins, having
been previously translated from the Sanscrit into the Tamul and
the Persian, was published in French at Paris in the year 1788.
Perhaps, however, this ought not to form an exception to our ex-
clusive honour of being the first Europeans who have attained and
communicated the Sanscrit literature,  because it does not appear
that this book, which was published under the title of Bagavadam,
was translated by any Frenchman' from the Sanscrit. The Invoca-
tion declares it to have been translated into the Tamul or Malabar
dialect; and from that language the French version seems to have
been made, with the help of an Indian interpreter, who, unknown to
his employer, clandestinely sent a copy to the French minister.. . . -
The importance of the Sanscrit language has been long obvious
to the students of Oriental litenmre.m?tllm been described by Dr.
Carey, the author of one of the Grammars, as the immediate parent
of the Bengal, the Mahratta, the Orissa, the Telenga, the Carnatic,
the Gujurat, and the Malabar or Tamul languages. Hence a know-
ledge of the Sanscrit places all these in our power, as it will gene-
rally furnish the meaning of four words out of five of them all.
¢ The peculiar Grammar,” he says ‘ of any one of these may be ac-
‘x:ired in a couple of months, and then the 1 lies open to
¢ the student. e knowledge of four words in Clli!ve enables him to
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‘miwnhykaune,andrendeuthewqmuﬁonofﬂlefewmw
¢ words, as well as the idiomatic expressions, a matter of delight ra-
* ther than of labour. Thus the Orssa, though possessing & separate
¢ grammar and charseter, 18 so much like the Bengalee in the very
* expression, that a Bengalee Pundit is almost equal to the correc-
* tion of an Orissa Proof Sheet; and thefirst time that I read a page
‘oquumbe,thcmmng.ppeamdaoobvmaastomndentunne—
¢ cessary to ask the Pundit questions.’

- Auother consideration has long attached us to the Senscrit. In
ouwr philological prolusions we have occasionally anmased ourselves
with tracing the affinities of some of the langueges of Euvope and
Asia : and we have been much interested to find how many words
ofEmvpennlangmgeamay be paralleled with similer ones in the

this not.merely. of the Latin and Greek, which Mr.
Hnlhedhasremarked, but also of the Saxon and Welsh It there-
fore cannot fail to be as m to the grapmnatical m
as it will be beneficial to those who are employedmtheEut
service. .

But although none can be more mpressed than ourselves with @

stmngmeofthemhtyandnmpomnceofﬂmlmguage,wemby
means prepared to say with the anunsthatltisthelangmgeof
xheGods nor with. Mr. Wilkins that it is a ¢ wonderful language’ ;
nor even with Sir William Jones that it is more perfect than the
Gteek, -and more excellently refined than either Greek or Latin.
student, who first held the torch, and pointed out

thepnhn the dark caverns of Sanscrit literature, and who created
aomehof‘f:‘tl:fnnof inquiry which is now so successfully explo-
ly spoke of his new and mysterious favourite, with
al!lhewumthofaﬁm Mr. Halhed gravely states 1ts an-
hqmymbelmﬁthomabmw:ufwebadfathomeddw ity of
\anguage ! and Colonel Dow most devoutly believed ¢ that the
gllhumrytheu authentic history farther back than any other
nation now existingt.” We should have coincided with the Colonel
i bis paragraph, bad he left out the epithet ‘authentic,” because as
the Bramins very confidently affirm that Munnoo wrote his book ra-
ther better than seven thousand millions of years ago ; and as Mr.
Halhed who tells us this, - also aserts that Shukeh |ew, a learned
Bnmmcomposedawork containing the History of India during the
whole of this period, we may safely believe that ¢ no other nation now
existing,’ can. back their history much farther. Weare glad to
learn from Mr. aﬂwdthatthmhmtory,theShree Bagbut, which
he very sensibly calls ‘a curious History, still subsists, and that it is
s0 consistent in length at least, with its subject, as to contain more
than three thousand chapters. ¢ What,’ says Halhedwlth some nai-

® Pref. toCode of Gentoe lws. 1 Pref. to his Hist,
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veté,‘sh!lwenywuworhcompoaedmoo years ago, and from
¢ thence tracing mankind upwards through several millions of years® ’
Onmbng&ummﬂtdnpmdmmubyddmg
three notes of udmiration to his simple maerk of in
theoaueneewh;‘:hdom&nnext Mmp&&nk&u
this expression of our surprise t as ly be after that
‘From the premises already established, this conclusion, at least,
¢ may fairly be deduced, that the world does not now coutain anmals
< of more iadupuublc antiquity than those delivered down by the
¢ ancient Bramins.’! ! !

The Senscrit has nearly ceased to be a spoken language. Indeed it
" Toears much the same relation to the vernacular languagesnow in daily
wee between the Indus and the Ganges that the Latin does to the Italian,
the classical Greek to the modem Greek, or the Saxon to English.
But we think there can be as little reasonable doubt that it was once
spoken in India, mare or less universally, as there is that the Greek -
of Plato was used at Athens, and the Latm of Cicero at Rome. It is
easy to account for its disuse in the common conversation of India.
As the Bramins monopolized all literature as well as all sanctity, and
forbad the lower casts, under the most dreadful peaalties, some from
reading and sume from listening to the books which they chose to
comldermred,ltbemmemewmblethatdnyaioddfammnmea

for themselves gradually acquiring corruptions and varia~
mmm;mnntﬁw h’ﬂl:,e&mcruwusedonlyfor
wniting, ore received a polish, an orthography and 2 gram-
mar peculiar to itself, and no doubt purposely made unlike the spo-
ken dialects. Itgmﬁedthevautyofdemmtolnvemaotenc
language as well as knowledge. But as they were obliged to mix in
the transactions of life with theirdegraded coustrymen, they could not
but use the popular dialects in conversation. Hence Sanacrit was
cultivated by the studious Bramins as a learned language, confined to
themselves; while the vulgar dialect was promiscuously used by all
from its general convenience. The popular dialects therefore were
suffered to su the Sanscrit in common use.

When the rit, like the hieroglyphics of or the written
characters of China, had thus become the literary of a
culiar class, distinct from the colloquial, it is not at all t:

udladdbemdetopoueumnymmhke&:mhn-
gusge. But in considering the merit of its particular qualities, we
cammot indulge in the unbounded commendations of its . We
mmdmysxmﬁ:thdn Poemsofltl:g:rndthemmoflm-
guage which they y, compared wi rude history and man.
uers of the Greeks in his time, present a phenomenan, which nothing
in the Sanscrit excels in language and measure, or at all approaches

¢ Pref. Gent. Laws.
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im inteflect snd poetry. Thie Samscfit comipounds are sometimes ha
py; but this is a beauty which should be very sparingly used, orhep.h?;e
the Asintic it becomes actual deformity. The Bramins
employ it moet licentiowsly. They are often so extravegant as to
make the whole period of a' sentence one compound, which appears
to us a very barbarous practice. It reminds usof the tremendous words
of the Indisns of North America, (who are also fond of compounds)
the enormous length of which' has sometimes made us gasp for breath
ag we attempted to pronounce them. Nor is this habit of compound-
ng words very favourable to perspicuity, as will appear from a verse
which Mr. Wilkins hes trenslated in his Heetopades, written in a kind
of measure which the Bramios, whose diction is as gigantic as their
history, call eendra-vajra; the lightning of the God of the heavens.
s ¢ Swa-karma-santina-veechéshteetinee
. © owm-work - offspring - scekings

Kéala-"ntaré-’vreetta-soobhé-’soobhéinee

time -within - shut - good - not good

eehi-'va dreeshtinee mayi-va ténee

here cven scen dbyme  even those

janmé-'ntardnéé’-va  dasi - ’phalénee

birth-within as it were atage of life fruits.

¢ The first and second lines contain but one compound word each;

for there is no sign of either case, gender or number, till you get to
the end.” Mr. Wilkins tell us, that from his specimen we ¢ may
judge of Sanskreet composition in general,™® and if so, we must be

if we think that if it be the of the gods, they must
such as our rude Thor and Woden, who were not very famous for
either elegance or intellect. ‘

The maltifarious and unnecessary permutations of the Sanscrit let-
ters, answering none of the real purposes of language, the various de-
clexsions of nouns, and conjugations of verbs, numerous far beyond
any perceptible atility; the giving every noun a masculine, feminine,
and nester gender, and a dual number, each declining into eight ca-
ses; these singularities, and the endless distinctions and refinements
of their grammar, are most frequently little else than difficiles nugas,
the artificial tricks snd amusements of literary leisure, sometimes
making an :improvement, but much oftener a fantastical somerset,
Peculiarity and thl::g::i% difficulty and refinement are not always
beanties ; and we cannot join in an unqualified admiration
of the Sanscrit. '

Many other circumstances concur to abate our enthusiasm for
this divine language, highly. as it has been extolled by the twice-born
class who use it. The DBramins may have increased its euphony by
some of their refinements; but the following sounds, taken from Mr.
Wilkins’s plates of the compound consonants, seem to give it no ad-
vantage beyond the German, in the beauties of articulation—kshn,

* Heetopades, p. 207.
VOL. 1. NO. I, 7
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kshry, tiry, tsth, kshl, gddh, kchb, chehbr, ndhm, nchehh, chehliw.
compounds certainly have e very hottentottish appearance.
To cless n and Iri among the vowels displays no good taste; and
the numher_of nasals seems also to detract from its boasted ele-
gance, It has a guttural nasal, a palatal nasal, and a cevebral nasel :
und this palatal nasal is sometimes beeutified with a consonent imame-
diately before it, as in the root jua, and its derivatives. Mr. Wilkins
says, thatthe just articulations of thisis found so difficult, and the seund
30 harsh, that it is frequently softened into another word. Thus the
barbarous word kiripta is modified by the leamed of Bengal into an
easier pronunciation. Besides these heavy impeachments of the eu-
{)honyofthishngmgeofthegods,therene ten consonants fol-
owed by the aspirate h. -
* 'The character of the Sanscrit is called Devanagari, ¢ the language
of the Angels.” But it appears to us by no means equal either to the
Greek, the Roman, or the English written letters, in its convenience,
beauty, or dispatch. It has the same imperfection which pervades
the Arabian and Chaldee alphabets, that the characters of many of
their consonants so closely resemble each other, that perpetual mis-
takes arise from the hurry or inattention of transcribers. Thus the
similaritv of the cha, ba, and va 21 s ‘g]; of the tha, ta, dha and
da,?‘?' ; of the sa, ma and bha, FT IT ¥ ; of the pa, sha
and pha, ; the taand na, /] ] ; and the da and nga, &'
S, must give rise to many various readings and misconcepti

Of the three grammars, those of Mr. Wilkins and Dr. Carey are
the most complete. Mr. Colebrook’s, in the copy sent from India,
which is now before us, breaks off with the seventh article of the
verbs of the first class unfinished. We do not know whether he has
continued it. Dr. Carey and Mr. Wilkins have given us complete
Grammars, except that they have not treated on the prosody of the
languuge. It would be impertment in us to decide on théir r-lative
merits. Dr. Carey is very full upon the verbs, and his list of the
dhatoos or roots is extremely curious. His chapters on the formation
of the words and the derivatives are copious and elaborate. He is
every where useful, laborious, and practrcal.

Mr. Wilkins has also discussed these subjects, though not always
so amply as the worthy and unwearied missionary. But on the
whole, we must confess that the Grammar of Mr. Wilkins has at-
tracted more of our attention, from its being the last published, and
from the very ingenious manner in which he has handled the various
divisions of this most complicated subject. Indeed, we think it but
a just tribute to his menit and labour to say, that it is one of the best
and most perspictous Grammars that we have ever seen. His types
are beautiful ; they are also exact and well printed; and this s no
small merit, because the imperfections of the alphabet which we have
pointed out, are strongly felt in ill cut or wom types, and in thick or
defective printing, as is sometipges the case with Dr. Carey’s Grammar.

AN
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The Gemscrit alphabiet has letters, of which sixteen are vow.
¢ls, inclading the ri and Iri, both long and short. But Mr. Wilkins
remarks, that the number of simiple articulations may be reduced to
twenty-ezght : namely, five vowels and twenty-three consonants; but
thie reduction is on the principle, which is Iable to some objection;
that the long and short sounds of the vowels are the same articula-
tons. Mr. Wilkins deducts from the consonants the aspirates also,
not considering them as distinct articulations, We are not quite sa-
tisfied about their assumed identity.

The Senscrit nouns have two cases more than the Latin; that is,
the Latin ablative is split into three: by, from, and in, are made dis-
tinct cases. The declensions of the Sanscrit nouns are unnecessarily
numerous, and we do not see what advantage is gained by their mul-
tiphcity. Dr. Carey makes six declensions; Mr. Wilkins eight, and
lus eighth branches off mto fourteen classes.

Moany declensions in a language tend to prove that it was in a very
barbarous and confused state before it was subjected to the rules of
grammar, If the Sanscnit had been at all formed on regular and
scientific principles, it woyld never have had such a vast apparatus of

We camot avoid observing on the practice of declining.the noun
by varying its termination, (a practice not altogether unknown to our
Saxon ancestors) that a great improvement was made in the present
English tomgue, when it gave way to the general introduction of pre-
positions. By these we express our meaning with precision, which
cannot always be obtained by the terminal case. Thus the word pen-
ne being the same in the Latin for genitive and dative singular and
for nommative plural, means equally of a pen, to a pen, and pens.
So in the Sanscrit Y3 stands equally for in Siva and on Siva in
the masculine and neuter genders ; for the dual feminine nominative
two female Sivas; for the dual neuter nominative ; for the accusative
dual both feminine and neuter; for the vocative feminine both sin-

and dual ; and for the vocative neuter singular. Thus one
word bas eleven different meanings, which you cannot discriminate
by the eye, but only by the general construction of the sentence, un-
less you add prepositions to other words. And if you add these,
and also inflect, then the inflection is a superfluity, and therefore an
incumbrance. ) )

We bave been with Dr. Carey’s very sensible pre-
face. In 2 fair and intelligent statement, - it points -out the use and
i of the Sanscrit; and we cordially comcur in what he
has said on the subject. He has addreseed his work to the Marquis
W, , @3 the founder ofﬁa:fcollegeoftl;eonwiﬁham,whwhhe

“has been the means of giving to the world many impor-
gmm&mﬁteum’ - We cannot omit adding, that the
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study of the Sanscrit was so far advanced under the protection of the
Marquis, that upon his visitation of the college in 1804, a declama-
tion was pronounced in it by Mr. Cowan, and a speech by Dr. Ca-
rey. This foundation has been since abolished, and in its stead an
Oriental College established at Hertford. The propriety of this
change it is not for us to discuss. The letter of the Court of Direc-
tors upon it, and the answer of the Marquis are preserved in the state
pers of the Asiatic Annual Register for 1805. »
But although we heartily join in every recommendation of this
language to :fe attention of .ilhe curious, we must confess that our
favourable opinion does not arise from any respect we have for ¢ the
knowledge,” which Mr. Wilkins, in his preface to his Grammar, says,
¢ it may be the means of acquiring, or the elegant sources of amuse-
¢ ment it may contain:’ for I|ipon these points we are sorry to be at
complete issue with him. He says that ‘the lover of science,. the
¢ antiquary, the historian, the moralist, the poet, and the man of
¢ taste will obtain in Sanscrit books an inexhaustible fund of infor-
¢ mation and amusement.” He has even suffered his iality to
mislead him so far as to affirm that ‘those grand mythological trea-
¢ sures, the ancient poems called Puranas, present an endless assem-
¢ blage of enchanting allegory and fable, and of the most interesting
¢ stories of ancient times, recounted in 'Polished numbers calculated
¢ to allure the reader into the paths of religion, honor, and virtue.’
Our estimation of these works falls so short of this high commenda-
tion, that we shall trespass on the patience of our readers with a few
observations on the general merit of Sanscrit literature. 4
First in the estimation of the Bramins are the four sacred Vedas.
These are considered as the fountain of all knowledge, human and
divine, and are averred to have been revealed by Brahma. They
seem to consist of hymns to their various deities, by different writers,
of ceremonial precepts, and of occasional mythology. We are greatly
indebted to Mr. Colebrooke for his Essay upon them.* But when
he tells us they have been revered by Hindoos for hundreds if not
thousands of years, we wish he had added the evidence for his mille-
nary computation.
eir four Upa Vedas are on medicine, music, the fabrication of
arms, and their mechanical arts. The latter, the Sthapatya, may
be worth inspecting; but their medicine consists chiefly of charms
and superstitions, and their music can excite little curiosity in Euro-

ns.
prf their six Vedangas, three relate to their Grammar; one to the
explanation of obscure phrases in the Vedas; another is on their re-
ligious ceremonies, and the most important, the Jyotish, contains
their astronomy. Mr. Davis, in the second volumde of the Asiatic

* Asiat. Researches, v. 8. p. $77. 8vo.
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Rescarches, gave some important extracts from the Surya Siddhanta,
one of their most ancient treatises on the heavenly bodies: but for
the most valuable criticism on their astronomical Shasters, we mast
refes to the Essays of Mr. Bentley, one of the most intelligent of our
Indiam literati, in the fifth and other volumes of the same work. ’
Of their Upangas, the most important are the eighteen Puranas..
One of these, the Bagavadam, was published in French, as men-
tioned above, and: Epitomes, with large extracts of two others, the
Sheeve Pooran and the Brehme Vivertte Pooran, have been lately
published in English. That they are very curious specimens of Bra-
minical mythology, must be allowed : the very nonsense with which
they abound, is, m this respect, interesting ; but as to any other me-
rit, our apprehension is so blunt, that we cannot perceive it, and must
therefore leave it to be discovered and enjoyed by those who have
cither a more refined taste or a sharper appetite.
The Nyaya may be said: to comprise the logical treatises. The
are on their moral and religious duties, and the Dherma
Sastra comprehend the institutes of Menu and the Glosses upon it.
Sir William Jones obliged us with a translation of the Menu, and
Mr. Colebrooke’s Digest of Hindu law contains very valuable speci-
means of the comments upon it. When to these we add their two sa-
cred epic ‘The Ramayuna and The Mahabharat, the first of
which will be the subject of a subsequent article in our Review, we
shall have. noticed the most venerated part of what is called the an-
cient Sanacrit literature. 'The Tragedy of Sacontala, and some of
their Odes, are in a different style of composition, and more worthy-
of notice; but are much more modern thuan was at first supposed. -
But are these works ‘an inexhaustible fund of imformation to the
lover of science, the antiquary, the historian, the moralist, and the
wan of taste i’ . :
We are assured by Mr. Davis,* not only that it is the ridiculous
belief of the common Bramins that eclipses are occasioned by the in-
tervention of the monster Rahu, but also that this belief is founded
om explicit and positive declarations contained in the Vedas and Pu-
ranas, the divine authority of which no devout Hindu can dispute:
The later Bramins, who have learned a truer science from other sour-
ces, endeavour to allegorize the head and tail of the monster into the.
iion of the moon’s nodes; but in obedience to their Vedas and
say that certain things might have been so formerly, and
may be so still, but for astromomical purposes astronomical rules
must be followed. Nerasinha in his commentary, shews, that by
Rahu and Cetu, the head and tail of the monster, could only be meant
the position of the moon’s nodes and the quantity of her latitude, but
be not therefore deny the reality of Rahu aud Cetu: on the

* Asiat. Researches, v. 2. p. 572.
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coutrary, he says ¢ that their actual existence and presence in oclipses
¢ ought to be believed, and may be maintained as an article of faith,.
¢ without any prejudice to astronomy.” Here are clearly common
sense and increased modern kuowledge struggling ageinst apaiemt
l’aburdxmiﬁdmddxenomenseofthocebookswhichhv,ebmoomdu-

ex X

Again—The Puranas state the circymference of the earth to he
500 millions of yojanas, or, as Lieutenant Wilford ex it ju our
measurement, 2,456,000,000 British miles. Considering that the
actual circumference does not exceed 24,000 miles, thia fact shaws
that their raphi knowledgeisabout;lsvalmbleuthirhino-
rical and biographical. Some of their later students, enlightened as
we conceive by foreign tuition, admit the absurdity of their ancient
calculation, and. to_reconcile their improved ideas with their sacred
doctrines, ingeniously suppose that the yojan stated in the Sidd-
hanta, contains 100,000 of those meant in the Puranas. t Jest
this hypothesis should not be relished, as too contradictory to the
olyvions meaning of the Puranas, it is added, with similar ingennity,
Mpeﬂupsth:euth was really of the size they mention in some
former period ! :

Can these works afford ¢ an inexhaustible fund of information to
the lover of science, the antiquarian, and the historian,’ which talk of
mountainst 491 miles high; of a King reigning 27,000 yeers ; of
Vaisvaswatu having lived 3,892,888 years ago, and of his.reign last-
ing 1,728,000 years,}—of an island in the middle of the earth

French leagues long and as many broad, and of a mountain
in that 400,000 leagues high and 32,000 wide, of ather mountains
40,000 and 280,000 leagues high? These latter wouders are in the
Bagavadam, and in the same Purana we read of anotber island which
18 800,000 French leagues in extent, with a tree 4,400 leagues high.
But it would be tedious to pare long over these ¢ enchanting’ books,
for by and by we findan island which is 3,200,000 leagues in extent 3
and another surrounded by a sea of milk, rather more than 12 mil-
tions of leagues in circumference !§ This delirious nonsense, is as
wearisome to repeat as disgusting to read. The composers of such
stuff must have known that they were uttering falsehoods, snd have
" had some strange enjoyment in doing s0,—and yet the Bramins have
the assurance to teach these things as sacred truths,—the people have
the credulity to believe them—and we, in the eighteenth centary, sur-
rounded with philosophy, have the complaisance to praise the books
which contain them, to doubt the"truth of our settled chronology on
their account, and even to frame new systems of Geology, History,

® As. Res. v. 2. p. 259. &Aa.Bel. '

% Sir W. Joner: in Asiat. Res. v. 2. p. 196. :

$ We suspect that Mr. Halhed’s Shree Bagbut is no other than this Bagavadam

—and, if 50, it displays some congruity of taste in the ‘Braminical author to make
his geography as enormous s his history.
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and Geography; to comect our old-fushioned notion by their new
iwht !

The other Puranas are not more rational.  If we take the Sheeve
Paramm, we find Bramah, one of their chief deities, giving this ac-
comtof his origv. He says, that from the navels of the first man
and women sprang a lotus flower several thousand miles long, and
that from this lotus he came into existence. He then reflected
¢ with vast astonishment,” who he was and whence hehad come. He
at lnst wisely determined, that as he came into existence from the lo-
tes flower this must be his creator, and therefore travelled a hundred
years Sowards #tsroot; but ashe could not reach that, he turned about
and travellod 2 hundred years upwards, and yet could not get out.
At last Vishnu to him, with whom he quarelled and was
going to fight, &eo&ugo«iL‘Siva, whoisl‘lrem'magethe&x—
preme, appeared and prevented combat. Vishnu then, for a
thowsand in ‘the shape of a boar, descended to Patal ; and
Brahma, in the figure of a goose, wandered to the world above.

Inthe seme Pureme we reed of 2 mountain making an image and
drawing the figare of a letter on paper ; of the god Siva’s cutting off
owe of Brahma's five heads for some impoliteness of speech, and of
the bead’s constantly pursuing Siva til he came in sight of 4 certxim
ling. We cannot decently explain what is meant by = ling, yet we
have them m sbundance in this book, and are told, that he who ri-
sinf eurly shall repeat the names of twelve of them, will be freed
frome.all kis crimes and obtain his desire.

The Brakme Vivertte Purana appears to have no other end than
to sssert the merit of living at Benares, and it pursues'its subject ina
series of dull, though fantastic absurdities. We particularise these
three Paranss, because they have appeared in an European dress.
We wish the two latter had been fully translated. ‘ ’

1t s of some importance to give these cm'sozeapeclms of the
coutensts of the Puranas, because with two sacred
ems, they seem to comprise all that the Bramins have of ancient his-
tory. Lieutenent Wi tells us that these intelligent men discoun-
tensmce both historical and geographical books. ¢ This,” he adds,
¢ they bave often acknowledged to me, saying ¢ They Rave the Pura-
nas; eohat do they want more #* Such a remark suits the taste and
inselieet of a people whose poets, actording to Mr. Wilkins, have
made the Goose the emblem of eloquence and elegance.+-

Their Bibliography is ona par with their Geography and Chrono-
logy. ¢ Ifit were worth while,’ says Sir William Jones, ¢ to calcu-
Inte the age of Menu’s institutes according to the Bramins, we must
muitiply 4,320,000 years by six -times seventy-one, and add to the
product the number of years already passed in the seventh Manwan-
tara.”f Surelyit s more reasonable to extract sun-beams from

® As Res. vol. 8, p. 268. 1 Heetoopades, p. 296. # As. Res. v. 2, p. 118,
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cucumbers with the philosophers of Laputa, than to take our his-
tory or our chronology from the writings of the Bramins. ‘

%et it is amazing to see, in the dissertations snd publications of
most of our Asmtic gentlemen, how anxious they are to accredit
more or less of these absurd antiquities. Although notinng has ever
appeared. in the world with the churacters of wilful and wanton
falsehood more grossly palpable ; although the fietitious Histories of
Annius of Viterbo, Jeffery of Mommouth,: Amhb&gz‘nm
are probable and reasonable in comparison, yet have the i
antiquities been listencd to with a respect, and repeated with a cre-
dulity in the highest degree discreditable to a reasoning age. . Invein
had our most learned and scientific scholars during the last two cen-
turies, by their Herculean labours, settled the chronology of the
world, and of ancient history, on just and true foundations ; in-vain
had the historiographers of the various countries of Europe at.-last
emancipated themselves from the wild fables of ostentatiousvanity,
and determined the antiquities of their several mations mm
authentic boundaries. 9[‘heue desirable objects had y been.ob-
‘tained with laudable, but in some cases pmnful, sacrifices of national
vanity, when a sudden assault was made upon our chronological re-

by the phantoms of Hindostan. Even enli men, misled

ll:;'”;ther theories and other wishes, caught a revolutionery mania, and
one of them received the fantastic apparitions with such fond credn-
lity, that he wrote volumes to assure us that not only our history but
our geography must be subverted ; and that Siberia, now the region
of eternal snows, was once the scene of an equatorial summer, and
the source of human civilization ! The follies of former.times were
revived : and the dreamer of Sweden; Olans Rudbeck, found, in the

ighteenth century, a competitor for the laurels of visiomary history in
a Parisian philosopher. e .

We have hitherto mentioned only the reveries of the orthodox: Bra-
mins. If from thence we proceed to other Hindu sects, as for m-
stance, to the numerous sect of the Jains, it is literally going farther

faring worse. We there hear of a period of two thousand mil-
lions of millions of oceans of years; of men living ten millions of
years, &c. &c.* Well might Mr. Colebrooke say that ¢ the Jainas
¢ are still more extravagant in their inventions than the prevailing
¢ sects of Hindus, absurd as these are in their fables.’ .But whea we
reflect that on the faith of books containmg such monstrous reveries
as those we have noticed, the simple and probable chronology of the
Hebrews has been deserted by many, though strictly coinciding with
all the authentic remains of ancient history, we cannot but.perceive
with regret, how many can swallow the camel with ease who can
find no .room for the guat! .

It is in this spirit of credulous incredulity, that it has been gravelv

® As. Researches, vol. 9, p. 313, 314.
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s a seréows question, whether Moses did not borrow from
%! ‘hail the dawn
'we ace happy to hail the dawn of reason which is beginning to
sppesr s the minds of our oriental literati, and it is to hasten the ad-
mg day.that we have indulged in this critique. The name of
mwwmsreu distinction to posterity for his
maelligent criticisne on the _mtquigofthe Braminical books and
their sstrosemical computations. It was a bold undertaking to be
hhum&ﬂwspdlofcmdulimhichmldlhgﬁmpeim
such i ical lethargy. he will soon find himself re-
wanded by hos success. We are satisfied that the venerated books of
the Bramsas need ouly to be translated, in order to enable every man
who ean read, to disoover their mposture ; but till these translations
appear, she. researches of Mr. Bentley and those of our Sanscrit stu-
dents, who follow kis footsteps, will be wanted to undeceive such as-
have been hitherto deluded. Lieutenant Wilford, who is familiar
with the Pusamas, and has personally experienced the frauds of the
modern Beaming, has #0 far advanced in the progress to true criti-
ciam il common sense, a8 to tell us that ¢ with regard to history the
¢ Himdus veally bave nothing but romances.t He says ¢ their
¢ works, whether kistorical or geographical, are most extravagant
¢ compesitions, - in which little regard indeed is paid to truth.—In
< their treatives an geography they seem to view Mglobethroughn‘
¢ prism a8 if adorned with the livelest colours. Mountains are of
¢ solid gold, bright like ten thousand suns, and others are of precious
¢gems. Some of silver borrow the mild and dewy beams of the
<moen. There are rivers and seas ofliqéidamber,clariﬁed‘bumr,
¢ milk, curds, and intoxicating liquors. Geographical truth is sacri-
¢ ficed to asymmetrical arrangement of countries, mountains, lakes, and
¢ rivers, with which they are highly delighted. 'There are two geo-
¢ graphical systems among the Hindus. The first and most ancient
4 s aceording to the Puranas, in which the earth is considered as a
¢ comvex surface gradually sloping towards the borders and surround-
¢ ed by the'oceen. 'The second and medern system is that adopted
¢ by astronomers, and certainly the worst of the two. The Pauranics
¢ considering the earth as a flat surface, or nearly so, their knowledge
¢ does not extend much beyond the old continent or the superior he-
¢ misphere; but astronomers being acquainted with the globular
¢ shape of the emth,and of course with an inferior hemisphere,
¢ were under the necessity of borrowing larﬁt:iy from the superior
¢ part in order to fill up the inferior ones us their astronomical
¢ knowledge, instead of being of service to geography, has augment-

¢ See the advertisement to the fifth volome of the Asiatio Researches.
+ As Res. vol. 8, p. 269.
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¢ ed the confusion, distorted and dislocated every part, every country,
¢ in the old continent™* .
* Even Mr. H. Colebrooke, who still looks at these boeks with am
e€ye of favour, in his last ‘Esssay confesses that, ¢ The mythology of
¢ the orthodox Hindus, their present chronology adapted to astro-
¢ nomical periods, their legendary tales, their mystical allegories, are
¢ abundantly extravagant.'t We therefore hope that the day wall
soon arrive when Sdnscrit literature will be read with the spisit of
rational criticism, and the bold pretensions of the Bramins to an
immeasurable antiquity, and the wild dates of their. compositions be
‘examined with a scepticism proportioped to their extravagance and.
obvious untruth. T ' .
Mr. Wilkins’s preface to his Sanscrit Grammar has led us into
these observations. But we have no desire to withhold from him or
Mr. Colebrooke, or the other gentlemen who have employed them~
selves in studying this language and its literature, the commendations
to' which they are intitled. Though objectionable on the
we have mentioned, the Sanscrit books are still subjects of great
curiosity, and it will be a high obligation te the world to put them
into an English dress. We do not believe that even the c“edu are
nearly 80 old as the- poems of Homer, and we are satisfied that some
of the Puranas are very modern. But still it is clear that they con-
tain many fragments of ancient traditions which are worth ing,
and at all events they present us with a specimen of one of the ancient
languages of the world. .
. ugh the Sanscrit be neither so ancient nor so curious as the
Hebrew—it certainly is one of the Parent languages of Asia. In
this light it may be contemplated as on a level with the Russian, the
Welsh, and the Saxon, which represent so many other families of
la es, and which therefore are worthy to be preserved and studied.
What languages have emanated from each of these, or from some
more remote ancestor of each, it is certainly highly curious to trace,
as well as to observe the degree of affinity which the elder
discover to each other. As far as our researches have ex , all
the languages of Europe and Asia have a very strong degree of con-
sanguimty; they all point to some great original tongue which has
been broken to pieces, and whose fragments have been scattered
round the world by the dispersion and diffusioa of its prireeval popu-
lation, 'This is the fact which the Mosaic history implies, and the
more fully we explore the ancient state of the various languages of
the world, the more this interesting circumstance seems to be con-
firmed. But this is an immense subject which demands lucubrations
of no common difficulty and no small extent, and probably one life.
wo7ld hagdly suffice for its complete elucidation.

® As. Rew. 271, 272. 1 Ib. vol. 9, p. €95.
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We cannot close this article without recommending that the Ve-
des and the Puranes should be fully translated like the Bagavadam.
It is only by a close and minute comparison of the different books'
with each other, that the nature and origin of their traditions can be
ascertained or their value appreciated. When extracts only are given,
the literati of Europe can judge but imperfectly,—the most valuable
parts are often left behind. Nor will the works be less acceptable,
because they may abound with extravagant fictions. In this case the
ion often removes a cloud of mysterious wonder, which an
ignorance of its real nature has permitted to intervene. We all
Inow the tone in which the Zendavesta was mnentioned while it re-
mained inaccessible in its vermacular language. It was equalled with
the Jewish and Christian scriptures, the value of which was depre-
ctated by the solemn assurance that other nations had also their sacred
books ; their Zendavestas, their Sadders, and their Shasters, meriting
as mach attention as those which we had hitherto exclusively venerated.
The Zendavesta was at last translated and published, and the bubble
of wonder burst, because every one that could read might see that it
‘was an img chaos of grave but fantastic nonsense. The sacred
wrmngsmmnms have been long mentioned with the same
phrases of solemn wonder, which would still have misled the public
if the transiations and extracts of them, which have successively ap--
peared, bad not discovered their g:l)zrility and impostare. It is there-
fore important that the Banscrit books, which have been held up as
so sacred and so ancient, and which some of our learred Oriemafiats
v prefer to the Jewish historian, should be given to Europe
in the tanguages familiar to every one; that we may not be blinded
by the erroneous admiration of credulous and misjudging enthusiasts,
but be enabled to criticise fairly and judge impartially for ourselves.

ArT. VI. A translation of the Georgics of Publius Virgilius
Maro, with the Original Text, and Notes critical and illustra-
tive L‘{ Ancient and Modern Husbandry. By Wm. Stawell,
A. M. Rector of Kilmalooda, in the Diocese of Cork. pp. 437.
cr. 8vo.  London, Longman. 1808.

The Georgics of P. Virgilius Maro, translated into English Blani:
Perse. By James R. Deare, L. L. B.' pp. 138, foolscap 8vo.
Longman, London, 1808. o

OUGH the reading lation of this country has been long

- on the advance, ﬂten?:npl‘)ler of classical scholars by nd means
mcreases in the same proportion. An indifference to classical learn-
ing seems mdeed to be gaining ground in society ; and many parents
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dimctﬁaenrchxldrenseducauonw that acquiremeant, move in compli-
aiice with custom, than from any conviction of its utility. "It s, -
deed, to be regretted that merely verbal studies should s often en-
croach upon a period of life fitted for the attsinment.of mqre useénl
sciences; and it would be easy to point out, and declsim sgaing, the
defects which will be found in the system of our great schools, not- -
withstanding their genera] utility and excellence. Byt we foel, i coum-
mon with every Englishman, a partiality approaching to venerstion
for that dlscnplme which is consecrated by long wsage, and guarded by
bulwarks co-eval almost with the constitution of the coustry ;—
which has prodpced men that would do bonour tp.the best times- of
the world, and to which, with all its faults, the country. is 8o deeply
indebted. We contend only for the fact, that, even in those founda-
tious, where amplest provision is made, and most time is devoted ta
the acquisition of the Mw fulsuthn
greater number of instances; that, compared wﬂa

amount of readers in Great Brmin .the pro| ofdnuml\sdl»
lanmbutuagnmmthebulme. Itis a duty we owe,
both to ourselves and to the ancient models who trained our best am-
thors to excellence, to encourage translations worthy of the

in order that those images and sentiments which have stood the test of
ages, may become familiar to every class of English readess.

While so many learned hadsateemployod I presenting cosrect
and intelligible copies of the original works tp the few who can emjoy
. them, it is but fair that equal paips should be taken to communicate
themmmnmpau-edbenuty to that far gresser number, who can selish
them only in their mother tongue. There aye, indeed, some extravy-
gant admirers of antiquity, who decry all translation, as utierly mca-
pable of giving any idea of the occult and indeseribable clarm of the
Greek and Latin poets. We are not insensible to the lupenomy of
those noble languages : but, prejudice and association apart, it must
we think, be granted, that Pope frequently surpasses Homer, and that
the Iliad of the fonner,lsgmte a poem as that of the latter.
Nor are we without poets m onr own days, whose translations offer
no dlsparagement to the most admired works of the anciests. We
feel that in this argument, we are more panlcularly
the cause of the fair sex, who muster at least as many gnd as intelh-
gent readers as ourselves, though excluded by cugtom access to
the learned ] To them xtmofmﬁmte;l:ﬁommememd
as far as pos;ﬁ“iiumnge of such reading as delight the ima-
gination, and cultivate the taste, without corrupting the heart.

With all these prepossessions however in favor of translations, we
did not augur much from 8 new one of the Georgics. That -

composition reckons among its tranalators some of the begt poets of
the two first languages of modern Europe. The Abbé de Lille has
clothed it with a dignity which French verag had besn thought inga-
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ﬁh-d“nwnw: his notes form g most
and amising commentary, nor do the feeble version and viru-
l‘mdhw Raux* to have shigken his well
Dryden. %humeu& t not inferiax
wnkhﬂa.ptmbundeuumd mandbummlamu,
aaplmofnmebnﬂuntw is upon the whole slo-
Warton corrected the inaccuracices ang
lwuriance of Dryden, but fell short of the vigor and °
—pyafVugl. . It was not ll lately that Mr. Sotheby combined
the encellencieswithout she defects of his predecessors, and gave us
:rhaumofmmhum,thatthme who cap relish it, have
mbuyﬁthﬂrnantofacqwutancewnhtheo
The two. translations, therefore, whchformdle
mubject of this. wese not called for either by the small num-
ber or the indafierent qnahty of those that went before them, bu
were undertaken apparently in the mere sportiveness .of lmnrylel-
sure, snd. from a desire to break a lauce with farmer competitors.
But to wrest the. prize from such hands as we have mentioned was
Mdhmmm:dm&ofdf-mnﬁdeme,whmh
nothing but success could justify.  Mr. Stawell, in his Introduction,
-ﬁ—n.-dsmdmhbymmmconmbutedtom
move our wmfavowshle anticipations. A comsiderable portion, it
seems, of this tanslation was written so Jong ?oqnheveu 1785,
when the asthor was an under-graduate in the University of Dublin.
Now there is suzely some degree of presumption in matching with
the Iaboused: productions of veteran and approved writers, the unripe
frait of his youthful studies. He has indeed bowed in almost triple
cbedience $0. the maxim of Hosace; -but few traces are discerinible
of the intermediate labour which alone can give the maxim any value.
The work, by lis own account, ‘has lain in his desk ever singe, till
lost yesw;, whes he was induced to resume and complete the version.’
The vondes will be surprised to hear that the inducement which
zﬂl[r Stawell to disturb the repose of his MS. sud bring
better hid,’ was the appointment of an agriculturel
pnhnh&cqmvmtyof&lmbn@ This circumstance, coupled
with the establishment of a philosophical institution at Cork, were
to Mr. S. decisive proofs thattlwwbhcmmdhadoncemote e

tarsed to & love of agriculture, and was at last worthy of
that translation and those notes, which are to strengthen and elyoylng

twate this happy propeasity to tillage. Butananythmgbemore
poneto-dmtol\old the Geargics as a practical system ofﬁre‘
bandry ? Nomnnlmshowtommgehuhnd,everdrenmedof
recusting for directions to Vingil, or any of his annotators. The pre-
cepts of the Roman pootmdwaystooobku, or too obscure, or

*vid ues de ile traduites en vers Fran m e des remarques sur
la tradostion de M. YPAbMS de Lille.~Par. I. F. Rauax, 803.
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oo exclusively adapted to the soil and climase of Italy, to be of the
least use to an English- farmer. What would the latter ssy to Vir-
gil’s advice (I. 209,) to sow barley and flax atthe autumnal equisox,
or to beware of working on the fifth, or stealing on the ninth day of
the month. The truth is, that among the readers of the
there are very few who know, or care to know much about farming :
The ‘pomp and artifice of language which elevate the mseanest
subjects, and the variety of episode and -allusion which relieve
the driest, are attractions more powerful than the justness er utility
of practical rules. -Yet onme instance recws tnanrmmy,
which an attempt was made to reduce the rules of the Mantuan
to practice. A clergyman of our acquamtance purchased a few
sheep to run in a lawn before his parlour window : an unfa-
vorable season introduced . the scab among his litde and
88 our friend was better acquainted with the Georgics than with
the T'ransactions of the Board of Agriculture, he naturally, as M.
Stawell would have done in a similar case, had recourse to the
fanious recipe of his oracle, Virgil, Geo. IIl. v. 448. Accond-
ingly he took train oil, litharge, brimstone, bees wax, squills, belle-
bore and bitumen. - One article he could not obtnn,ldunpllch,
&ruwbmhmerdmhewuheoulgdm“t;dmwm tar. Wath

exquisite composition to aneint his patients, who,
tohlsastomshment,dnedverympldlyunderhshld When he had
lost about two thirds, his friends persuaded him to call in the assis-
tance of a neighbouring shepherd, who happily preserved: the re~
mainder by throwing the Mantuan umguent into a ditch! This
astonished our friend yet more :—his coufideace in Vargil, however;
conhnuedumhaken,for,wduhour,hemtheﬁdmofdn

-%

ex t to the Norway tar !
capital defect of Mr. Stawell’s tmnhhon 18 the want ofﬂnt
high-wrought polish, that boldness to majesty, whick

are indispensable if we wish to give the English reader an adequate
idea of Virgil's excellence. There is a trailing langwor in his verse,
very unlike the spirited conciseness and easy flow of the origimal.
His contrivances to lengthen and cwrtail are too apparent ; and we
seem to behold him, hkemothumcmatea,nlmtelyhewing amd
racking hlslmestllldneyﬁtmtocouplem

In the following passage (L. ng,)Vnglldwnbes&emof
the arts in the reign of Jupiter :

Tum laqueis captare feras, et fallere visco,

Inventum; et magnos canibus circumdare saltus :

Atque alius latum funds j ‘jam verberat amnem, .

Alta petens; pelagoque alius trabit humida lina.

Tum ferri. rigor, atque.arguts lamina serpa, ‘ 2
(Nam primi cuneis scindebant fissile lignum.) N
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Tum varize venere artes: Labor omnia vicit
Improbus, et duris urgens in rebus egestas.
Mr. Stawell translates it thus:

¢ Then beasts insnar’d gave all their freedom o’er,
And birds in trammels own’d inventions power.
“Then too had man along the forest grounds .
Pursu’d his game with toils and deep-ton’d hounds.
One the broad stream with casting net explores,
And the lash’d stream re-echoee to its shores.
Another weary dvags his dripping line, .
While seae scem deepening ae he fiulls the tonne.
Then steel was temper’d from the mineral land,
And the saw’s thin blade grated in their hand ;
The wedge was all those early ages knew
To cleave the timber, that in splinters flew ; :
‘Then arts innumerous through the world appear’d
ur unweary ev'ry passage clear’d,
‘Want urg’d the way, for want is always heard.” .

It would be wasting the reader’s time to illustrate the assemblage
of blunders that meet in this passage. He can scarcely fail to be
struck with the monsense of the two perfectly gratuitous 'lines tacked
to the third and fourth of the Latin,—the prosaic intractability of his
10th vesse, which no mouthing consistent with sense can mould into
a line,—and the bull of the couplet which, having given ¢ those early
ages steel and the saw, denies that they had any means of dividing a
tree but by wedges. We cannot resist the pleasure of inserting, asa
contrast to those lumbering lines, the parallel translation of Mr.

, which in neazly half the number, and in less compass than

the original itself, expresses the full meaning :

¢Then snares and lime the beast and bird betray’d,

Aund deep-mouth’d hounds enclos’d the forest glade ;

Light mashes lash’d the stream with circling sweep,

And weightier nets descending dragg’d the deep;

Then iron and the saw’s shrill-grating edge

Eas'd the rude efforts of the forceful wedge :

Thus roused by varied wants new arts arose,

And strenuous labour triumph’d at its close.’”

Mr. Stawell takes several liberties, against which we should enter
aformal protest, if we, regarded them as the result of a studied sys-
tem of mnovation, and not, as we believe them to be, symptoms of
lis ignorance and imperfect powers of versification.  For example,
be more than once makes the last line of a paragraph rhyme with the
'ndented line of the next (pp. 71 and 219,)—a thing common enough
with the French, but quite inadmissible in English heroic verse.
‘ Another and still more unpardonable liberty is his altering the quan-

fities of proper names. Thus he constrains us to read Cyllavus, Ona-
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ger, Tisiphone, Priipus, &c. though it affects our nerves like the
creaking of a rusty hinge.

Two other instances of the same fault dccur in the following pas-
sage, so eminently beautiful in the original : II. 484.

¢ But if the blood congeal’d around my heart
Forbid the muse from nature to impart,

May I the fields and water’d valites love !

Bear me inglorious to the bosom’d grove !

Oh! where the Sperchiue warblee through the vale,
Or Spartan choirs from Taygétus® hail ; ‘

In Hemus’ cooling glades I lay me down
Amid the deep-o’ershading umbrage thrown.’

How could Mr. S. conceive that the ears of English scholars, ever

tremblingly alive to syllabic quantity, would tolerate such monstrous

anomalies? But, indeed, from the frequent recurrence of this prac-
tice, and the impossibility of justifying it on any rational grounds, we
strongly suspect that the author began his translation while he should
have been conning his prosodia, and was tagging couplets before he
could scan an hexameter. "

Among the minor fanlts we have to notice such ungraceful eli-
sions a(::%ight and s together hurl'd.” ¢ Dacians from conspi-
ring Ister ’pall; and mutual accommodation between senses as
is implied in the expressions of ¢ tasting a sight,” p. 263, and ¢ feel-
ing a sound.’ p. 243.

ith every possible help to the meaning of the original, Mr. S. has
sometiines contrived to miss it. Mellaque decussit foliis, he renders
" ¢From leaves bade honey drop in viscid dew.” There is no authori-
ty for aﬁq'lying mella to the morbid affection of trees called honey-
dew. e true meaning manifestly is, that in the reign of Jove, ho-
ney no longer dropped from the leaves as in the golden age—Flava~
que de viridi stillabant ilice mella. Had Mr. S. forgotten that Vir-
gl himself, in describing that age, had sard (Ecl. 4, 30.) Et dure
quercus sudabunt roscida mella. 'We might also mention under this
head, though the error is common to him with all the translators ex-
cept De Lille, that by not adopting the punctuation of Dr. Hunter’s
Edition,t he has overlooked (ﬂe only cﬁance of giving a consistent
sense to an obscure passage, 1. 195.
® If Mr. Stawell can read Greek, he ought to know that the name of this mountain
is always written with the short e—
*H xara Tmyidlr asgunilor 1 Egtuaror—~0ddys. L.
And Cicero, rtias, Lucan, and Statius, uniformly mske it a word of four syllables
with the penult short. The i in Spherchius, being the representative of a Greek

dl%thoug. must be long.

The ':& which Dr. Hunter receives for his amended reading could not be
ve to

u;’M‘nhu own sense and erudition may not bave su, it, but certain it is,
that therudi:zm adopted, long before his edition, by De Lille, followed in his
translations, and confirmed in a note by the very passage in Palladius, which Dr. H
quotes.

him, if he was conscious it was not his own. We do not mean to |
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. That we may.not be suspected of sslecting the vulnerable
for quotatian, we shllgx:en;h: mﬂ%ﬁhﬁm
of the nightingale robbed young, o whi soucs himeelf
50 much, that he perticularly recommendsit to the mgg’t attention,
1n a note.
¢ So from thé poplar, in lamenting strains
For her Jost young sad Philomel complains,
Which some rude peasant with unfeeling breast
Hed mark’d and tore unfeather’d from the nest.
She weeps the night :—sole-perch’d amid the grove,
Wailing the sorrows of her tortur’d love :—
Each falling note renews with fond despair,
- Warble the woods, and sighs the wounded air.’

It would be the j as well as the most severe criticism on this
passage, to quote | ing lines of Mr. Sotheby.

We shall close our extracts wi of the fine description of a
Scythian winter in the third book, 1. 860, of the Georgics. Mr.,
Staiwell’s version, though much inferior to the orginal, is in his best *

style.

¢ A sudden crust the flowiag river feols, .

{&Nn:e nov:m its b;:: :au“"md. d:e the dwing wheels ;
re -sail’ ed waggons

And oft asn?n‘der snaps the brittle brass. pesé

Their clothes congeal upon the wearers” backs,

Anud wines, once liquid, cleave beneath the axe.

The ditches, late with stagnant waters full,

Have chang’d, and ice consolidates the pool ;

And from their beards uncomb’d and matted hairs

The icicle in stiffen’d dropping ezares.’

The notes are copious, and as far as they are selected from Mar-
tyn, De Lille, and the Delphin edition, may be useful to general
readers. But the misplaced ambition of making a practical book,
betrays him frequently into long and tiresome extracts from the Com-
plete Farmer, and Tull’s Horse-hoeing Husbandry. Virgil’s pre-
cept, et sonitu terrebis aves, is expanded mto a receipt for the con-
struction of a scarecrow, and the note concludes with this profound
reflection: ¢ The impudent familiarity of the sparrow should not be
allowed to disgust us; who, by the destruction of insect eggs, al-
most repays the debt to vegetation coutracted by his voraciousness.’
We have long notes too on the astronomical part, the formation of
the ancient :fough,mdolherguﬂm passages of Visgil; but after
writing about it and about it, he leaves the subject in the same ob-
scurity as before. It is vain, we believe, to attempt to throw new
light on points so often and so ably discussed ; and really the illus-
trations of the Georgics are 8o numerous and accessible, that we ap-

VOL.1. NoO.T.
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plaud Mr. Sotheby’s forbearance in resting his fame on the simple
dignity of, what is so rare in these days, a without 2 note.

We have dwelt 50 long on Mr. Stawell’s translation, that we must
be very brief in our observations on that of Mr. Dedre. Its being in
blank verse, is an objection in limine, which, we fear, will be fatal
tgeit.  That measure is altogether unfit for any but dramatic transla-
tions. It requires to support it a nervousness of diction, and sublime
ongmality of thought, which can be looked for only in the free and
unfettered exertions of transcendent genius. We know of no blank
verse translation of an ancient poet that has become a favourite with
the public. Pope’s Iliad is in every body’s hands; but who, even of
Cowper’s warmest admirers, ever reads {us version of Homer? Mr.
Goo&e::hieﬂy from the same cause, has miserably failed in lhus La-
cretius: and Dy. Trapp’s blank version of Virgil is only saved from
- oblivion by the value of the notes. But though we condemn the
choice of his measure, the execution possesses considerable merit.
He has little of the intolerable harshness and bathos of Trapp, and
with the advantage of being very close and literal, is not always defi-
cient in elevation and felicity of language. We select, as a speci-
men, part of Virgil's praise of a country life, which Mr. Deare thus
renders :

¢ Ah! but too happy, if they knew their bliss,
Are husbandmen ; for whom the righteous earth,
Far from discardant arms, pours forth her stores
Of ready sustenance. What, if for them
No lofty mansion from its ample porch
Vomit each morn a sycophantic tide ;
What, if no decorateri. columns move
The admiring crowd; no broider’d gold disguise
Their simple vests, nor Grecian vase for them
Project its graceful form; no Tyrian dye
Their spotless wool, nor vitiating use
Of eastern perfume taint their wholesome oil ?
Yet rest secure, and life that ne’er deceives;
Rich in the various wealth of wide domains;
.Caves and the living lake ; yet cooling vales
And lowing herds and shaded slumbers sweet
Are theirs: for them the woodland glade expands;
Theirs are the plcasures of the chase; a youth
Of labour patient and of frugal fare :
Theirs the pure altar; theirs old age revered:
Leaving ‘mongst them her vestiges extreme,
Departimg Justice fled the haunts of men.’

This is about as much above Trapp as it is beneath Sotheby. In
short, Mr. Deare must, we think, be satisfied with the praise, and it
is no very high one, of having produced the best blank verse transla-
tion of the Georgics. We certainly read this book with more pleasure,
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or rather with Jees pain than Mr. Stawell’s; but we cannot fistter

himn wnith the !;%pe of being generally perused,while such translations
as Sotheby’s, Warton’s, and Dryden’s remain,

e ——

‘Amr. VIL. Momairs of the Life and Writings of Sir Philip
Sidney. By Thomas Zouch, D. D. F. L. S. Prebendary of Dur-
bam. pp. 398, 4to. T. Payne, London. Wilson, York, 1808,

period in which Sir PH1vIP SIDNEY flourished, consider-

ed, as it relates to Maimers, is reproached with a fondness for

the fopperies of chivalry. But we must not confound the fogitive
customs of the age, with that spirit which fashions the minds of men,
and reaches beyond the date of those artificial customs that rather
disguise than produce it. The passion for arms, gallantry, and devo-

tion, i its mmutiz and excess, may make men fight more thau they
love more than they ought, and pray perhaps at unsuitable

times; but valow, sénsibility, and patient suffering, are the noble -

results !
The universl favourite of this age was Sir PHiL1P S1DNEY, the
most accomphshed character in our history, till Lord Orford startled

the world by paradoxes, which attacked the fame established by two

centuries. Smgularity of opinion, vivacity of ridicule, and polished
epi in prose, were the means by which this nobleman sought
m:x: but he had something m his composition more predomi-
nant than his wit; a cold unfeeling disposition, which contemned
liu-z;:m, at the moment that lus heart secretly panted to share
their ; while his peculiar habits-of society deadened every im-
pression of grandeur in the human character.
Three volatile pages of petulance, however, have provoked the
before us. Biassed as we are in favour of Bidney,
we find this a case of criticism somewhat nice to determine; for
though we are willing to censure his Lordship for being much too
brisk, we do not see that, therefore, we are to excuse his antagomst,
for being much too saturnine.

The materials of these Memoirs present scarcely any thing new ;
they have already been used by Arthur Collins, in hus account of the
Sidney family, prefixed to the Sidney papers; and by Dr. Campbell,
in the Bnognpﬂ Britannica. 'The only novelty, is a long and unin-
teresting manuscript in the British Museum ; a kind of biographical
homily, containing an account of Sidney’s death.

Fhe life of m, who died at little more than thirty, was chiefly
rﬂmlm ; and had no claims on a volume of this size.
- Zouch has the merit, however, of giving a luminous disposition

-
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to his scanty materials : with these before us, we shall track him in his-
‘work, and ascertain whether his industry has always been vigilant, and
ir 'ipSidnleidenved' vantage from two noble and ex-
cellent parents. His father, Sir {:lenry,.m a , & statesman, and
hdembemahm—-butatthismlymiodo life, the character
of the mother is of some importance. is thus described by Dr.
¢ Nor was his mother less illustrious, or less amiable—Mary, the
cldest daughter of the unfortunate Duke of Northumberland, alien-
ated from the follies and vanitics of life, by thousc tragical events in
her own family of which-she had becn an eye-witness, she devoted
herself, like Cornelia, the mother of the Gracchi, to an employment
equally pleasing, useful, and honourable—the instruction of her
children. 1t was her delight to form their early habits; to instil
into their tender minds the principles of religion and virtue; to di-
rect their passions to proper objects; to superintend not only their
serious studies, but even their amusements.’ p. 17. '

We do not reprosch this passage with @ want of elegance, but of
definitive ideas. We find, in this work, too many of these lax and
general descriptions, which delineate nothing that is individual. The
above description of Sir Philip Sidney’s mother, may be let out for
the use of any other: like those epitaphs on tombstones, which are
used by the whole parish in turn. Biographers too often fail in the
nice touches of the pencil, and Dr. Zouch has here dropt an affect-
ing trait in the portrait of this mother, which Sir Fulke Greville
has feelingly copied from the life. Alluding to the tragical events in
her own family, the companion and the biographer of Siduey adds,

¢She was of a large ingenucus spirit, racked witk mative strength.,
She chose rather to Aide herself from the curious eyes of a delicate
time, than come upon the stage of the world with any manner of
disparagement—the mischance of sickncsse having cast such a kind of
veile aver her excellent beauty, as the modesty of that sex doth—’
Again—* This clearnesse of his father’s judgment, and ingenioue
senaiblenesee of his mother’s, brought forth so happy a temper in
their offspring.’

Here are distinctly indicated, the high spirit of ancestry, and the
tender melancholy of the mother ; features, entirely lost, in the por-
trait, blurred over by Dr. Zouch. He should have inquired whe-
ther the maternal character did not considerably influence that of Sir
Phulip himself. We have no doubt that it did. In his defence of
his uncle Lord Leicester, he alludes, with this high-toned feeling to
his descent—*I am a Dudley in blood, the duke’s daughter’s son—
my chiefest honour is to be a Dudley.’ )

Sidney resembled ¢ the melancholy Gray;’ like him, too, he seems
never to have been a boy. The language of Sir Fulke Greville is
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that of truth and of the heart. “Ilived with him, and knew him
from a child, yet I never knew him other than a man, with such
staiednesse of mind, lovely and familiar gravity, s carried grace and
revesence above greater years. His talk ever of knowledge, and his
very tending to enrich his mind; so as even his teachers found

gog in him to obeerve, }:nd learn above that which they had
usually read or taught. Which eminence by natare and industry
made his worthy father style Sir Philip in my hearing (though I wn-
seen) Lamen familie sue, the light of his family.’

His father ‘desﬂled' him for foreign travel and the business of a
court very early.’” He drew up a compendium of instruction, which
Dr. Zouch has judiciously preserved ; and accompanied it by a con-
timwed and ingenious commentary from two similar compositions of
Sir Walter Rawleigh, and Sir Matthew Hale. The English wisdom
of these three venerable fathers we love infinitely more, than we
admire the polite cynicism of Rochefoucault and Chesterfield. This
old-fashioned massy sense will, in every age, be valued by its weight.

"The academical education of Sidney was completed at both the
universities, and sach was his subsequent celebrity, that his learned
mtorfs d:olePh tommem?lnilte on his tomb, tnt “He was the tutor
of Sir Phifip Stdney. e same remarkable testimony to this ex-
tnordimylzn-lcw, was given by his friend Sir Fulke Greville,
Lord Brooke, on whose tomb was inscribed as the most lasting of
liés honours, “ Fulke Greville, servant to Queen Elizabeth, Counsel-
lor to King James, and friend to Sir Philip Sidney” When after-
wards we find, that there was long public mourning observed for his
death, and that the eulogiums bestowed on him by the most eminent
of his comtemporaries, at home and abroad, are positive and defini-
tive, it séems but an idle labour to refute the malicious ingenuity of
Walpole—that light work of spangles and fillagree, Truth shivers at
a smgle stroke into glittering atoms!

At that momentous period of life, when youth steps into manhood,
was Sidney a most dihgent student, a lover and a 'Futron of all the
arts; bat his ruling passion was a military fame. This he inherited
from his father, who had distinguished himself on many occasions,
and particularly, in single combat with a Scottish chieftain, whom
be ovesthrew and stripped of his arms. :

He left the university to commence his travels ; Dr. Zouch informs
us of & wise precaution of our ancestors on this head.

¢In those days when travelling was considered as one of the

incipal causes of corrupt morals, a wise and sound policy, dic-
uted the extﬁdiency of observing the most rigid circumspection in
permaitting the English nobility and gentryto visit distant countries :
and in no persons were permitted to go abroad, except mer-
chants, and those who were intended for & malitary life.’



70 Life and Writings of Sir Philip Sidney. Frex.

. 'The royal license was granted by the Queen on the 25th of May,
1572, and runs in this manner. ¢ For her trusty and well beloved
Philip Siduey, Esquire, to go out of England into parts beyond the
Seas, with three servants and four horses; to remain during the
space of {wo years, for his attaining the knowledge of foreign lan-

es.” -

gm'ﬂe Earl of Leicester recommended him to Sir Francis Walsing-
ham, our ambassador in France, whose daughter Siduey afterwards
married. Charles IX. received him with unusual kinduess, and
mnade him a gentleman of his chamber. This must have been one of
the artifices to trepan the Protestants; for Sidney had scarcely taken
the oaths to his perfidious master, ere he became a spectator of the
masaacre of St olomew,

Dr. Zouch has with much curiosity and judgment collected the
::nfrous Catholic testimo;li::s‘, m:mtg'l of them written by eln;nz

olars, approving and applauding this sanguinary scene.

lesson perpp;eamlly mstruct. He accounts for the seeming apathy of
the court on the pccasion, by the political wisdom of Elizabeth : but
the emphatic language which ber ministers employed, expresses their
ebhorrence of the crime. We regret that we cannot transcribe the
fine picture of the silent resentment of the English court, when
the ‘I:ltench ambaseador passed through the circle, as described by
himself.

At Paris, Sidney was seen and admired by Henry IV. the young
king of Navarre. ¢He used him (says Fulke Greville) like an equal
in nature, and fit for friendship with a king.’

At Frankfort, he 1 at the house of Andrew: Wechel, one of
the learned printers of the sixteenth century. Here he found Hubert
Languet, and here he formed his memorsable friendship with that
bright ornament of literature, who was then resident minister from
the Elector of Saxony. It was usual at this time for scholars to
lodge in the houses of eminent printers. Robert Stephens had fre-
quently ten learned men in his house, all of them foreigners, who oc-
casionally corrected his proofs.

Languet combined with universal erudition, that keen sagpcity
which discovers the real characters of men; his e , in the,
conduct of })olitical affairs, placed him in the dence and em-
ployment of several princes, while the suavity of his manmers and the
classic elegance of lus style, won him the hearts of all literary men.
Such was the person whom young Sidney (for he had not yet reached
his twentieth year) adopted as his friend, and revered as his master.
Their communication suffered no interruption from time or place.
His pupil thus elegantly commemorates, in his unfinished Arcadia,

the wisdom and the learning of Ins friend, while he paints himself
" with the most deljcate modesty.
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¢ The song 1 sang, old LaNcvET had me taught;

LaxoueT, the shepherd best swift Ister knew,
For clearkly reed, and hating what is naught,

For faithful heart, clean hands, and mouth as true.
‘With his sweet skill, my skilless youth he drew.
To have a feeling taste of him that sits
Beyond the heaven; far more beyond your wits.

[ ] » » » » » *

With old true tales he wont mine ears to fill,

How shepherds did of yore, how now they thrive——
He liked me, but pitied lustful youth;

His good strong staff my slippery years up bore;
He still hoped well, because I loved truth.’

The character of Languet has not been ill-drawn by Dr. Zouch;
but towards the conclusion he is not fortunate. He first com;
Languet to Socrates, and Sidney to Alcibiades, then seized hy an or-
gasm for ls, he proceeds to another which he likes better,
mamely, of Languet to Mentor, and Sidney to Telemachus. Else-
where he compares Sidney to Alexander the Great, inasmuch as they
died at the saume age.  All these parsllels are not in the manner of
Plutarch. There s too much of this grave trifling; we hope the
author’s sermons are more lively.

At Vienna, Sidney seems to have perfected himself in those noble

i ts of the cavalier, with which Count Balthassar Cas-
tiglione hes adorned his courtier. He practised manly and martia]
exercises, tennis, and music ; and be studied horsemanship with par-
ticular attention. In his ¢ Defence of Poetry’ he alludes to the par-
tility of his equestrisn preceptor Pugliano, in favour of his own pro-
o s, who fd the place of n equerryin the Eimperor’

This man, of an equerry in the 8 sta-
bles, spoke so eloquently of that noble animal the horse, of his beau-
ty, bis faithfulness and his courage, that his pupil facetiously says,
<if 1 had not been a piece of a logician beforeg“eametobim, thmk
be would have persuaded me to have wished myself a horse.” In the
secpnd book of the Arcadia, he has finely descnibed the management
of this animal.—The works of a man of genius are thus frequently
the records of his own feelings ; these self-notices, in which our best
" writers aboand, have not been gleaned with sufficient care by their

From Venice, - the seat of libertinism, Sidney soon retired to Pa-
dun, where he applied to the sciences of geometry and astronomy.
His constitutional delicacy, and his disposition tinged with thoughtful
melancholy, induced Languet to admonish him not to neglect his
bealth, ¢ lest he should resemble a traveller, who during a long
Journey, attends to himself, but not to his horse.’

We have now a specimen of the new mode of writing History,
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which enables the ingenious inventors to give us the particulars of an
event that never took place. Our autlgrte baving discovered that
"Tasso resided at Padua when Sidney was there, by the assistance of a
certain historian (whose name appears to be {,rr'rl.n DousT)
has boldly described their interview. The reader may take the fol-
lowing extrict, as a fair specimen how the secret history of Queen
Mab may yet be written in the most authentic manner !

¢ The celebrated Tasso was then resident et Padua and there is
Larrie DousT Mr. Sidney visited this seat of learning, with a de-
sire to.partake of the conversation of our fioet. The ardour with
which they met, may be more easily conceived, than described.
Both of them glowing with all the fire of native genius, and equally
emulous to excel in every thing honourable, &c. &c. How fervent,
&c. &c. must their friendship have been !’ p. 66.

¢ Sidney,’ says Dr. Zouch, ¢ left Venice and came to Padua, June,

1574 p. 65.  The celebrated Tasso was then resident at Padua.’
p- 66. Now we must inform Dr. Z. that in 1574, Tasso was ¢ zesi-
dent’ at Ferrara. A meeting took place there between Henry III.
then returning to France, and Alphonso, the patron of Tasso; and
the poet accompanied the Duke to Venice, July 1574. There be
indulged in the festivities of the place, to the neglect of his ¢ Jerusa-
lem,’ till he was seized with a quartan fever. From Venice he went
back to Ferrara, and was confined there all the winter by extreme de-
bility. All this appears in a letter of the poet to the Pronotary Por-
zia, inserted in Serassi’s elaborate and most interesting ¢ Life of
Tasso.’ .
. Tasso, was, indeed, at Padua, during the month of March, 1575,
.consulting the critics of the academy there ; and we are inclined to
suspect that criticism coutributed even more than love to derange the
irritable faculties of this too-feeling poet. Now, Sidney, by the
.Doctor’s own account, p. 82, returned to 8 h Germa-
.ny, passing through various cities, in May, 1575, so that the whole of
this rapturous superstructure is overthrown. We are sorry thus to
differ from Dr. Zouch; but our duty to the public will not it
.us to see this LITTLE DouBsrT, under the sanction of his authority,
.ranked among the Bayles, the Johnsons, or even the Birches of the
day. Weare convinced that Sidney never had an interview with
Tasso. An event so interesting in the life of a poet, he who com-
memorated characters and events of less importance, had certainly
1ot buried in silence.

We are informed of a fact highly curious and characteristic of the
age, that when Sidoey conversed with the literati of the church of
Rome, his English friends, as well as Languet, suspected that he
was hecoming a proselyte. The latter conjured him not to go to
Rome, that seat of ancient glory, which bad inflamed the cunosity

_of his classicmind. Sidney followed the harsh counsel, and regret~
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ted it ever after. Simce Rome was forbidden, he projected 2 jour-
ney to Constantinople, in which Languet acquiesced; and pmm:ly
would have preferred that Sidney should become a Turk, rather
than a Papist !

Languet darkens the Italian character. He trembles for the pu-
rity of Sidney’s morals, ¢ now whiter than snow,” and describes the
subtle craftiness of the Genoese, the dissolving libertinism of the
Venetians, and the theological machiavelism of the Romans.

There is no reason to think that the mind of Sidney was ever
tuinted ; he followed his pious father’s admonition, ‘ To be always
virtuously employed.’ o )

On his return to England, he became the admiration and delight
of the English court. The queen called him ¢ her Philip.* Eliza-
beth, with such ambiguous coquetry, gratified at once ber political
sagacity and her feminine vanity ; all her favourites had some endear-
ing nick-name, or shared in some tender caress of royal courte:{.
Sidney made his gratitude picturesque, in a masque of ¢ The Lady
of the May ¥

In 1576, at an age not much exceeding twenty years, Sidney was
appomted ambassador at the court of Vienna ; the ostensible purpose
was to condole with the emperor Rodolph, on the demise of Ins
father ;. the concealed one was more important: It was to unie the
Protestant princes in the defeuce of their common cause against Rome
and the overwhelming tyranny of Spain, at this period the terror of

The choice of young Sidney to fill this situation, is the clearest

evidence of his distinguished character—and indeed his successful
termination of the embassy confirms it.
" Dr. Zouch observes ¢ The Queen’s own penetration and discemn-
ment had promoted him to this appointment. It is remarked of this
Princess, that in the choice of her ambassadors, she had a regard not
only to the talents, but even to the figure and person of those to whom
she consigned the administration of her affairs abroad.’

Our young ambassador has given a full narrative of his em in
an official letter to Walsingham, and it will be considered us a splen-
did testimony of political address and maturity of genius, very far
above his years. }f: extorted unqualified approbation from Burleigh,
the jealous rival of his uncle Leicester. After describing his inter-
views with the emperor, and the rest of the imperial family, he pro-
ceeds thus : —

‘The rest of the daies that I lay there I informed myseif as wellas
1 coold of such particularities as I received in my instructions; as
1 of the Emperor’s disposition; and his brethren; 2 by whose ad-

* In opposition, perbaps, to her sister’s Philip; for Sidaey’s father bad given
him this nl:::e to l::ter ary’s fondness for her husband. 4 ¥
10
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vice he is directed; S When it is likely he sheuld marry ; 4 What
Princes in Germany are most affected to him; 5 Inwhatstate he is
left for révenews; 6 What good agreements there is betwixt him
and his brethren; 7 And what partage they have. In these thin,

I shall at my return more largely declare. The Emperor is holy
(wholly) by his inclination given to the warres, few of wotdes, sullain
of disposition, very secrete and resolute, nothing the mannets his
father had in winninge men in his behaviour, bat yet constant in
keeping them : and such a ene, as, though he premise not much out-
wardly, but as the Latins say, afiguid in recesou ; his brether Ear-
nest much lyke him in disposition, bur, that he is more frunke, and
forward, which perchance the necessity of his fortune argues him
to be: both extremely Spianiolated.” p. 93.

These are some of the mysteries of diplomacy ; high matters; which
serve to prove (if proof were necessary) thet an ambassador i af
ages, is, as some one has coarsely said, a privileged spy.

Siduey had not yet attained his twenty-fifth year, wien he was
known to- the mast eminent persomages in . Wilkam the
First, Prince of Orange, emphatically described him ¢ as one of the
ripest and greatest Counsellors of State at that day in Europe. The
cotrespondence between these two great men turned on the political
state of Europe, and we have to regret its loss.

Sidpey must indeed have been the extraordimary character which
history records; since he could even extort admmation from Don
Juan of Austrta, the ish viceroy in the Netherfands: 2 man
haughty with military fame, and whose banner floated wih m
. inscription of Extermination to the Protestant faith. Dr. Zouch
thus gives his character :

¢ Nothing could be more discordant than this man, and the En-
glish ambassador. At first he looked with contempt on his youth,
and with all the insolence of national pride, scarcely deemed him
worthy of his notice. Yet such are the sharms of intrinsic merit; so
attractive the beauty of genuine excellence, that we fmd the haughty
and imperious Spaniard struck, as it were, with reverential awe, st
the view of pre-eminent goodness, and contributing a just and invo-
lantery applause to the fine talents, ard high endowiments of our
ancient countryman.’

Here, however, we find the fault, which prevails éwoughout this
work ; an indistmctress of description, whiek oses itself, m what we
tmay term, the volability of the pen. Hud the author freed himself
from some of this redundance of language, he might have foundleisure
to give us the fact to which he alluded: We recollect what Philip of
Spaiu, Bo admirer of hereties, declared on the death of Sidney, that
¢ England had lost in one moment, what she might not produce in
an age!

. Siduey dastinguished himself as the advocate of his father, agaiast
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a faction who had drawn up articles of impeachment on his adminis-
fration in Ireland; his father was reinstated in the Queen’s favour.
But the fervent spirit of Siduey, in every thing which touched his ro-
mantic feelings of honour, hadnearly involved him in an open quarrel
with the Earl of Ormond. He chose to be sullenly silent when the
Earl addressed him. But the Earl conducted himself more nobly,
by saying, ¢ he would accept no | from a gentleman, who is
bound by nature to defend his father'’s cause, and who is furnished
with so many virtues as he knows Mr. Philip to be.

When Elizabeth’s proposed marriage with the Duke of Anjou di-
vided the nation into two parties, Sidney was foremost among the
strennous opposers of that mischievous design. He addressed a
letter to her Majesty, which Hume has justly characterised for
its elegance, and its forcible reasoning. head of the French
faction (for even in better times, France found a faction among the
dissolute and the te part of the nation) was the Earl of Ox-
ford, a man of ruined fortune, and blasted reputation. Some alter-
cation ensued, in which the Earl scornfully called Sidney ‘a puppy!’
A challenge passed between them, but the Queen interposed. pﬁer
argument must have mortified the haughgaspirit of Sidney—it tum-
ed on the difference in degree between Earls and Gentlemen ; and
‘ how the Gentleman’s neglect of the Nobility taught the Peasant
to insult both.”  Sidney, with adroit flattery, converted the
of her Majesty to its own confutation, by appealing to her, who ¢ had
willed that her Sovereignty should be guided by the same laws, as
her people.—The Earl of Oxford was a great lord, yet he wes no
lord over him—and therefore the difference of degrees between
Freemen, could not challenge ahy other homage, than precedency.”
The Queen was not displeased with this elevated strain from her
knight—Sidney, however, incapable of submission, retived from
Court. Some of these particulars may be found in the narrative of
Fulke Greville; they are not detailed in Dr. Zouch.

In his retreat at Wilton, the seat of his brother-in-law, the Earl of
Pembroke, he planned his ¢ Arcadia, and on the panuels of one
of the apartments several of its scenes were painted. ¢ The De-
fence of Poetry’ was the more perfect fruit of those happy and con-
templative days.

had often seriously exhorted his young friend not to imi-
tate his royal mistress in her preference of a life of celibacy. In
1583, Sidney married the dmngﬁrt:r of Walsingham, whom Jonson

tes in one of his Epigrams. He was also knighted, an
honour which, like all others, the Queen ¢ bestowed with frugality
and choice.’ .

Sidney had not yet obtained, what he seems to have long desired
—some splendid occasion to manifest his heroic disposition. When
Sir Francis Drake returned from his first expedition, the novelty of
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his discoveries, and perhaps the treasures he poured into the
Queen’s coffers, inflamed the nation.  Foreiguers, indeed, considered
Drake as the greatest pirate that ever infested the seas; but in Eng-
land, he was admired as a new Columbus. Shakspeare alludes to
this temporary passion of the times :

“ Some to the wars to try their fortune there;

“ Some to discover Islands far away.”

Two Gentlemen of Verona.

Weary of inaction, and inspired by a romantic fancy of founding
a new jempire of his own, of which Sir Fulke Greville has given a
most extraordinary account, Sidney secretly planned with e,
to join him in his second expedition. Dr. Zouch tells but half his
tale : Sir Fulke Greville has supplied many curious particulars.
After giving a sketch of this wild design, he details the shrewd in-
ventions which Sidney condescended to practise, to reach Plymouth,
¢ overshooting Walsingham in his ownbow ;’ and hisbold contrivance
to intercept the Queen’s messenger, by employing two soldiers in
disguise, to take his letters from hin : nor would he leave Plymouth
till the Queen dispatched a Peer to command his immediate return.
These and other facts, which Dr. Zouch seems purposely to conceal
in his perpetual panegyric, are surely of importance ; they let usa
little into the character of Sidney—his sullen conduct to the Earl of
Ormond ; his letter to his father’s steward, threatening his life, on 2
rash supposition thathe betrayed his correspondence; his virulent de-
fence of his uncle; all these were the sins of his youth : his infirmity
was rashness and impetuosity of temper.

An honour, less ambiguous than a West India expedition, was
reserved for Sidney. His friends abroad named him as a com-
petitor for the elective Crown of Poland, in 1585. That character
must approach to excellence, which could create a ﬂparty among dis-
tant foreigners, uninfluenced by corruption, to ofter a crown to an

Enﬂish knight !

‘The Queen, however, one historian writes, was ¢ jealous of losing
the jewel of her times,” and another, that ¢ she was jealous that any
of her subjects should be kings.” I will not allow, said Elizabeth,
that my sheep shall be marked with a strangers mark ; nor that they
follow the wﬁistle of a foreign shepherd!

The Queen opened a fairer field of honour in appomting Sidney to
the government of Flushing, having resolved to assist the Protestant
inhabitants of the Netherlands against Spanish oppression. His un-
cle Leicester, who afterwards disappomnted England and her allies,
by his want of wisdom and military skill, followed, with an army.
On this intercourse of the English with the Flemish, Dr. Zouch ap-
positely observes, from Camden, that ¢ the English, which of all the
northern nations had been the least drinkers, leamed by these Ne-
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therlend Wars, to drown themselves with immoderate drinking, and
by drinking to other’s health, to impair their own.” A philosophi-
cal antaquery may discover, in our continental wars, the origin of ma-
ny of our worst customs, and not a few of our vices,

In this first, and last campaign, of the young hero, he marked his
short career, by enterprise and invention—combining these ardens
military qualities with that penetration and prudence which form a
greatgeneral.  Before he entered into action, he warmed his soldiers

a patriotic address; he revived the ancient discipline of order and
ilence in his march ; and when he was treacherously invited to take
Gravelin, he only ventured asmall detachment of his army, by which
means, the rest were saved. He was the soldier’s friend, and remu-
nerated them, in proportion to their merits, out of his private fortune.

In the hope, but scarcely having yet attained to the pride, of mili-
tary fame, fell the Marcellus of his country and his age ! In a skir-
mish before Zu ‘ 30 impetuous that it became a proverbial ex-
pression among the Belgian soldiers to denote a most severe and ar-
dent conflict,’ Sidney, having one horse shot under him, and moust-
ing a second, rushed forward to recover Lord Willoughby, surroun-
ded by the enemy. He succeeded, and continued the fight till he
was wounded by a bullet in the left knee. .

The most beautiful event in his life, was his death ; from the mo-

ment he was wounded, and thirsty with excess of bleeding, when he
turned away the water from bis own lips, to give it to a dying sol-
dier, with these words, ¢ Thy necessity is still greater than mime !
to his last hour, he marked the grandeur, and the tenderness of his
nature.
Dr. Zouch informs us that “ an ode which was com by him
on the nature of his wound, discovered a mind perfectly serene and
alm” We wish our author had been satisfied with baving informed
us of this fact ; but he proceeds with a strange and superfiuous apo-
logy fora dying poet composing an ode. )
¢ These efforts of his expiring muse will not surely subject him to
censere and repiroach. It is impiossible to suggest that they were
disfigured by any sentiments of rashness and impiety. They were
exercised on a subject of the most serious nature, on a wound which
was likely to terminate in death.’

TlmEngmph is a fair specimen of the literary merits of this
work; the author is never satisfied with telling all he knows—for he
seems oppressed by a flux of phrases. It is a ridiculous anxiety, to
he alarmed for the piety of his hero, in writing a death-bed ode.
Were not the odes ofP' David composed by the same feelings, under
the mflueiace of the most trying occasions ?

_ Other particulars are recorded of his death, which give a most
urteresting picture of his heroism, his philosophy, and his religion.
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The night before he died, feaning upon s pillow jn his had, he
wrete a short, but pathetic, note 0 2 ; and am toa
divine, in elegant Latin, which, ¢ for is pithiness of matter, was pre-
sented to the queen.—He conva-‘sz:mthe immmaﬁt‘y&f t soul,
and compared the conjectures of the pagan philosophy wa trusths
of revelation.  On the day he died, he affixed a codicil to his wall ;
and called for music, and particularly for the ode which has made
Dr. Zouch so uneasy, ‘to procure repose to his disordeved frame.’
With the same dignified composure he bade adien to his brather ;
and exhorted him to cherish his friends ; ¢ their faith to me may as-
sure you that they are homest.’ Hemadeanextmpo:;rnyerbd‘ore
his death—a circumstance which renews the Doetor's uncasimess.
He conjures up a question, whichhemnnothy,wmmnﬁ‘phlic
mhigllie:;’ybyalayman.’ ‘We are not henceto conclude,” he writes,
¢ that Sidney professed a religion peculiar to himself; nor that he
derived any sspgular sentiments from Languet; 8c.’—by. which means
wo are farnished with a page of articles that we are not to conclude
shout, :
Of the interminable narrative of Sidney’s death, written by Mr.
George Giffard, a preacher of the times, we should have been thank-
ful to Dr. Zouch had he taken the pains $o have read and not prin-
pdi;:‘sl‘:uttodlé eyes of an antiquary, there is vomething magical
in a MS.

We regret to find that the last moments of Sidney were disturbed
" by the mis-directed piety of this Mr. Giffard, who never ¢eased ‘ pro-
ving to him by testimonies and infallible reasons out of the scriptures’
every thing that came into his head. When Sidney was in the last
agony, (says the M S.) and all natural heat and life were almost utterly
gone out of him ; that his understanding had failed, and that it was to
ﬁ ﬁ;;oopeakarymntohim——‘dmitwﬂnﬂtheaforsﬂd

r. Gi made a long speech, and required the expiring Sidnsy to
“ hold up his hand,” which we d:ough?}?c could scarce have moved.

Documents of this kind are more fanatic than historical; apd more -

tedious than fanatic.

The manes of Sidney received every honour, public and private, do-
mestic and foreign. Never died an Englishman 8o universally lamen-
ted. All the world remembered him but his own family—and no
monument was raised to his name. Men like Sidney, imdeed, build
their own monuments; yet we cannot admit that considerations of
gn_s nature furnish a legitimate plea for the parsimony of their

eirs.

Such was Sir Philip Sidney. But was this singular character ex-
empt from the frailties of human nature? If we rely on Dr. Zouch,
we shall not discover any; if we trust to Lord ORFORD, we shall
K:rcelve litle else. 'The truth is, that had Sidpey lived, he might

ve grown up to that ideal greatness which the world adored in
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iny; bet he died early-noé without soine ervors of youwth

fame wab msewe' muture tham his life, which, indeed, was but the
pavation fos & splenlid cme. We discern that futwre greutness
we may use the expression) in the noble termination of kis
cameew, ruthey thaw in the reee w:l’:‘:nf;lllym The li
Siduey would hees beew 2 finey suby padegynic of a Phmy,
than for the Mography of o Plutwch; ks fame was sufficient for
the one, wiile his aetions were 100 few for the other.

It mey be weful to notiew some of the swpersions of Lord Ox-
FORD on our favourite character.

‘He died with the rashness of » volunteer,” says he, ‘after having:
lived to write with the sang froid and prolixity of Mademoiselle
Scudery,” and he quotes the observation of Queen Elimabeth oa
Essen—Weo shall bim knock’d o’ the head, like that rash fel-
low Sidney” On the doy Siddey received his fatal wound, it ap-
peoars thet cheerving the massha) of the lightly armed, he threw
o&'—hscti.a,mdy,-pemfhgto% ’s aceount,
‘to veMure without any isequahtie. p.143. Dy. Zouch bas not
the occasion of this act, which we see was a mere heroic bra-
which sober erities Mite ourselves do not presumie to compre-

Dr. Zouch bas inade an ingestions observation on the defect
of owr military mstitutions in the sixteenth century, at page 396, but
he bas not defended his hero from this acemsation of rashness.  Yet
thin may still Be done; for the valéur of Sidney weas founded on fa-

lom, like thert of marty other eminent military characters. il
Laoe HI. used vo suy, that every bullet had its billet; and that drs
was the opimion of Sidney, a by what he affirmed after he had
received his wound, “that God did send the bullet, and commranded
it to stryke him.” The system of fatalism must not be disc
smong owr heroey; and it will sufficiently defend Sidney, from ¢ the
rashtvess’ attributed to him by one who was ne hero imself.

When Lond Otford apologised i his seeond edition for Maving
past- by Sidacy’s  Derence o Porray, he acknowledged ¢ that
he had forgotten it; a proof,” he adds, ‘that I at least did not think
. llllgmty 'Sdncyh”h%h:hgaﬂ uh&:cquinld."tm'fhis
s mere malignity. S had diligently read the best Latin und
Italiam commentaries on  Aristotie’s Poetics, and these be has ifus-
trated with the most corvect taste and the most besutiful imagery.
ll,ty':la!wontoﬂove; and the lerminous order of criticism is embeilished

the graces of poetry.

Fhe ARcADIA 15 a posthumous and unfinished work, and was
composed, as he himself tells his sister, ¢in loose sheets of paper,
most of it in your prescnee, the rest by direets set unto yow, as fast
as they were dome.’ ¢ For severer eyes,” e adds, €it is not; hemg
but & wifle, and triffingly handled.’ It was his earnest request on
his death-bed, that the Arcadia should be destroyed. The Countess
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of Pembroke collected and published the fugitive leaves, and with 2
sisterly fondness called themn “The Countess of Pembroke’s Ar-
eadiu-.” Such is the history of a work, whlchdlegalhntryofctm-
cism should have spered.

Of this romance Dr. Zouch hungenaclmousandcopmw-
count; it was read with avidity and delight in an age when pageants
andpastora]swerefamxlmtod:eeye and the ear; even m the pre-
sent times, congenial fancy can kindle over Arcadian scenery; and a
poet never dies, whlledlerelxvesanoﬂxerpoetofhumhon

Arr. VIII. The Crodabda% of the Jewish Erodus, defended
against some Remarks of rd Gibbon, Esq. and the Edin-
- burgh Reviewers. By the Rev. W. Cockburn, A. M. Christian
Advocate in the University of Cambridge, late Pellow of St.
John’s College, and Morning Preacher at Woburn Chapel. pp.
98. cr. 8vo. London. Hatchard, 1809.

WE shall be always ready to defend the cause of Revelation owr-
selves, and to encourage the defence of it by others. We
shall not however permit every raw recruit to place himself in the
ranks at pleasure, much less to lead others into battle. The. theolo-

combatant must have other requisites besides his own ¢ dira cu-
pido.” It is the sensible advice of St. Paul, to ‘take to ourselves
the whole armoyg of God. We would therefore advise Mr. Cock-
bum to get his ‘helmet,” <sword,” and ‘shield’ from the proper ar-
moury, before he ventures to sustain the ¢ fiery darts’ of the enemy of
the faith.

Mr. C. undertakes to refute an insinuation of Giibbon against the
truth of the Mosaick History; and at the same time, to satisfy the
doubts of the Edinburgh Reviewers, who are said to have adopted
the objection of the Historian, and added to its foroe by stating it
anew In terms of their owa.

¢ The contemporaries of Moses andJoshua,’ says Mr. Gibbon ¢ had
beheld with careless indifference the most amazing miracles: under
the pressure of every calamity the belief of those miracles has preser-
ved the Jews of a later period from the universal contagion, of idol-
atry ; and in contradiction to every known principle of the human
mind, that singular people seems to have yielded a stronger, and

ore ready assent to the traditions of their remote ancestors than
to the evidence of their own senses.’

But how has Mr. C. performed his task? Unluckily he has writ-
ten an introductory chapter, and laid down certain preliminary princi-

ples which he wishes us to regard as necessary to the due investigation
of the main question. His principles however are at war with the
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sabject, as W€ states 3¢ himself ffom the Ol Testament. * What is
more extrs , e does not seem to be aware of the contradic-
tion, but fakists alternately on the one and the other, till the reader is
bewildered together with the writer. -

Who tould imagine that the advocate for the truth of the miracles
fecotded i the Mosaick History, would begin with such observations
an these,—that the Exodus took place, ¢ if at all,” a long while ago,—
thet men were then very igtiorant in comparison with the fortunate
and enbghtened cognoscenti who flourish in the nineteenth century,—
that therefore they were inadequate judges of physical events, and
that the common ebbing and flowing of the tide might be regarded
by the Israelites as a miraculous event, &c. &c. Having thus degra-
ded the people whose history he undertakes to defend, his next step
is to degrade the Divine Wisdom. The folowers of Moses were, it
seents, 50 devoid of modern science (indeed it does not appear that
they were at any time furnished with Institutions and Lecturers in
Natural Philosophry) that even real mrracles might have no more
eﬁ:.tc:fon them than common physical occurrences. ¢ Something
mi ous appears to have been done; but we are so little capable
of judging, and so hable to be deceived, that we cannot determine
whether 7t were 50 or not” p. 8. And from this sort of reasoning it
would a , that the miracles attending the deliverance from Egypt,
were of or no use:—they made scarcely any impression upon
the mind, and were therefore wasted upon a people who wanted ca-
pacity o judge of them. Hence Providence is represented as making
#hsard demovstrations of wisdom and power, as offending even against
an Hebrew Proverb, and casting pearls before swine.

¥t i fortunate that Mr. C. now ends his reflections, and takes up
the Exodus, as it is related by Moses. 'Here at length he is correct.
Indéad he cannot be otherwise : for such is the inherent and invinci-
ble tttnth of the History, that while he follows it chapter by chapter,
and verse by verse, he 1s compelled to be right. Now then we fmd,
not cnly that the miracles were real, but that they were known and
acknowledged to be such. ¢ Moses exhibits stupendous proofs of
supemataral power,” and the people, struck with awe, ¢ implicitly
obey every te command issued by this favoured oracle of heaven.’
p- 12. He adduces a number of instances to prove the point at issue,
m mfers from them that ¢ the miracles were not beheld with

mdiffefence.” p. 13. On the contrary, they were witnessed
with bumiliation, and amazement ; and the consequence was immedi-
ate obedience to the servant of God. But amidst this conclusion,
what becomes of Mr. Cs preliminary principles? While he refutes
G. he unawares refutes himself; for assuredly, they who could not
ish patural from miraculous events, were not precisely the
upohn whom miracles can be supposed to have had the striking

effects which he describes. B
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It would have been well if Mr. C. had cantented himself with ex-
tracting the plain truth from the scriptures; but no part of his book
is safe from the intrusion of his spruce philosopby. He ought to have
rested in the conclusion which the History so strongly supports, that
the offences committed hy the Isruelites, fully confessed as they are,
and occurring through a considerable space of time, are not numer-
rous; and that occasional relapses into idolatry might naturally be
expected from a people bred m Egypt, the sink of polytheism, not-
withstanding the miracles displayed before their eyes, and acknow-

by themselves, at themoment, as proofs of diviue power. But,
fearing lest he should have conceded too much, he shews a great
inclination to demonstrate that the idolatry of the Israelites was not
idolatry, but an innocent, civil sort of thing, meant perhaps as a com-
pliment to the true God !
~ These strange sentiments occur in his relation of the behaviour of
the Israelites while Moses continued in the Mount. 'They made the
¢ molten calf}’ ascrill)aed to it tl;l:'l delivera;ﬁle from Egypt, mtge incul:'-
red the guilt of idolatry,—a guilt re y charged on them by
Moses agnl:iﬂdne succeeding prophets. pel;lul: Mr. C. imagines that the
¢ God of Moses’ was still the object of their reverence : and to make
this good, he widens his position, and informs us, that neither in this
nor any other instance of image worship, does it appear ° that the
Israelites, or any other adorers of images, intended to pay homage to
the particular piece of mechanism, but to some invisibf: i')elty:'ﬁ)m
they conceived to delight in such a residence.” p. 22. With-this con-
trivance he covers the t image worship of the Romish church.
¢ We cannot call this im among the Roman Catholics”—p. 25.
Is Mr. C. serious! He may quote some Encyck:{‘vedia in his favour,
(and we are sorry to see him relying upon such authority) but it would
have been better if he had remembered the homilies of his church.
Our reformess spoke another language. On the worship of images
they have bestowed the same appellation which we find in the Pro-
phets. The philosophy of Mr. C. may be shocked; but they have
called it downright ido{atry.

We could point out other instances of the same crude and injudi-
cious mode of interpretation—but we have said enough. Less than
this however we could not say. Itisindeed no trivial matter. Mr.
C. chooses to write on the Bible in his character of ¢ Christian Advo-
cate’ iu one of our universities; and we must take the liberty of re-
minding him of the consequences which may arise from hasty and
unsound publications like the present. Some young reader will pro-
bably feef: want of conviction from his reasoning, and attribute to
the scriptures a deficiency which belongs only to Mr. C. Those
indeed who are acquainted with the minds of youth well know how
quick they are in detecting failures, and how wcompetent to form
sound conclusions for themselves.




1809. Curran’s Speeches. g3

We would adviee him too (nor is this an unimportant point to a
in ‘Mr. C’s situation) to Jook with more caution to his style.
e is fond of words better adapted to poetry than prose. His sen-
tences are harsh and rugged, and his notion of sustaning a metaphor
is not the most correct. ¢ If when the Old Serpent, the foe of man,
pricks them to iniquity, and bites them to blaspheme, instead of yiel-
dmg themselves a willing prey to death, they would turn, like the Is-
raelites, their penitent eyes on him who was lifted up on high, like
the brazen serpent in the wilderness,” &c.

One word yet remains on that part of Mr. C’s tract which relates
to the Edinburgh Reviewers. Ig: begins with protesting that he
“smcerely believes them to be Christians.” They have scarcely made
their bow in acknowledgment of so unexpected a compliment, when
he turns round, and charges them with the ¢light manner in which
they sometimes treat sacred subjects.” He applies this to the point
in question, and quotes the support which they have given to the
¢ and Improper paragraph of Mr. Gibbon.” We are infor-
med too, that they have left the objection without one word in reply,
or in dmimution of the difficulty; that they have given an increased
currency to this piece of scepticism, weakened perhaps the religion
of some, and ‘ raed doubts to the prejudice of revelation which did
not previously exist.” p. 93. Is Mr. C. in his senses? Or does he

his readers blind to his self-contradictions? Can he consci-
entiously affirm of those to whom he attributes so merked an hostility
to revelation, that he ¢ sincerely believes them to be Christians ¥ No;
let Mr. C. choose his ground, and maintain it, if he can: but let
him not trim between two parties. Let him retract his charge, or
his iment. It may indeed be cénvenient to him to parry, in
this double mammer, the blow which his terror makes formidable :
but the world will know what to think of & man who inveighs against
nfidelity, m support of his own character and station, and who is
ready to sooth literary wrath at the expense of the cause of which
he steps forth as the advocate.

Axt. IX. Speeches of the Right Honourable Jokn Philpot Cur-
rar, Master of the Rolls in Ireland, on the late very Interesting
State Trials. pp. 475.8vo. Dublin, J. Stockdale and Sons.
London, Mawman, 1808. :

title of this volume does not convey an accurate idea of its
contents. ‘There are but six speeches of Mr. Curran on trials

for state crimes, ‘the remainder of the volume being occupied with
his speeches on various cases, which, though of a different descrip-
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tion, attracted much of . the public attention; and with some of his
most celebrated speeches in the Irish House of Commons. Itis of-
fered to the public without the sanction of his authority; but we are
disposed ta consider it, with some important exeeptions, as a report,
on the general accuracy of which it is not unsafe to rely. The editor
is probably a member of the same learned profession with Mr. Cur-»
ran: if we may judge from the preface, he is a man of some literary
attainments ; and his esteem of his hero, his admiration of his talents,
and the attachment which he professes to his political opinions, all of
which feelings border on the excessive, must have prompted him to
every exertion in the construction of the monument he has attempted
b Bouamentary speeches, hough b deficient in pas.
e Parliamentary speeches, though by no means deficient an pas-
sages which the admirers of Mr. Curran will delight to quote as
happy mstances of the peculiarities of his manner, seem to be the
least correct; in preparing for the press his addresses in the Courts
of Law, a greater degree of industry has evidently been exerted. We
think it right to take the earliest opportunity of making our readers
acquainted with a work that has obtained, as might be expected, a
very extensive circulation, and acquired much celebrity, among a
large portion of our fellow subjects.
‘We entertain the greatest possible doubt of the prudence of this
blication, whether regarded in its consequences to the reputation
E?Mr. Curran, or to that of the literature and good taste of the
cpuntry which considers him as one of its most distinguished orna-
ments: and are very strongly inclined to think that the editor would
have acted more wisely in taking a hint fram the modesly of the
Qrator’s genius (Preface iii) which, undervaluing its own produc-
tions, prevented him from revising and correcting the work, and
"risking his character, in the eyes of posterity, on the popularity and
applause he has acquired from his contemporaries; than in submit-
ting the. justuess of his claims to those honouss, to the cool discus-
sion of the closet, and to an unavoidable comparison with those rules
and examples, by which the judgment of his fellow subjects in this
island must necessarily be influenced. The wreath which many a
melting congregation has bound round the brows of an admired pul-
it orator, has often been untwined by the rude and vulgar hand of

is own printer. . S
In every great convulsion which agitates a free ngtion, they who
espouse the cause inimical to that of the existing government, are

furnished with a variety of expedients for acquiring the shouts and
huzzas of the multitude; but when the fury o? the moment has
away, and some enemy, ar some friend more cruel than the fiencest
eneny, attempts to record the verba fugacia, by which this tempest
appeared to be excited, an appeal is m:ge to a tribunal, of which the
decrees are by no means so likely to be favourable to the permanea-
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of their reputation, as the opinions of those who listened to their
me, or estimpted its merits from its temporary effects. We
sre anxious not to be misunderstoed. Far be it from us to suy, that
nothing will be found in this volume to justify Mr. Curran’s preten-
sions to the high jon which he has earned : it contains enough
to satisfy every cands :undintz!ligentmhdﬁmh'nmdowmenm are of
no ordinary degree: but comparing our own impressions, after
rusing it, with those we entertained when we judged of him onlypl;
the space which he fills in the eyes of his countrymen, we should deal
unfaisly by the public, were we not to repeat our conviction that it
will not contribute to exalt his own individual character, or convey a
very flattering opinion of the refinement and Literary taste of his na-
tive countsy.

Whatever defects may be found in the effusions of Mr. Cur-
m’sdnm nature, it is evident, is chargeable with few of them.
She has y fulfilied her part. She has gifted him with a mind
npidi ingenious, and full of resources, ever awake, m&eever active;

y capable of comprebending and exhausting subject to
ch its powers may be directed: his genius enables h’nn',::en-
force by argument, his memory to illustrate and adorn, and the
glowing language, of which he is an eminent master, either to con-
ceal the weakness, or to increase the strength of the topic under his

We were much pleased with the ingenuity, and tone of proud and
calm indignation in his speech for Mr. Hevey, in an action for an as-
sault and false imprisonment, against Major Sirr. His allusion to
the dastinction betwixt a representation of general indiscriminate sor-
row, snd a tale in which our sympathy is concentrated in the mise-
ries of one individual victim, we suspect to be borrowed from the
110th paper of the Adventurer. The passage, which will be found
at pp. 355, &o. is too long for our purpose; but we cannot avoid no-
ticng a circumstance quite wﬁntelﬁgigl.:eto us, that, aided by the
eloguence of Mr. Curran, never more powerfully exerted, and ex-
hibiting an _outrage which no English heart can think of without
horror, the Plamtiff obtained, from the Jury, a verdict only for £150.

The following passage in his speech for Mr. Hamilton Rowan,
who was tried and convicted for a libel, is no unfavourable specimen
of Mr. Curran’s impressive style of eloquence. The sentiment we
premise, is from Cowper, as is also some part of the language ; and
mdeed, it strikes us that the ground work of Mr. Curran’s most im-
passioned passages is frequently laid by other writers, though he cer-
tainly has the merit of amplifying and adorning what he condescends
1o adopt.

¢Do you think it wise or humane at this moment to insult them,
by sticking up in a pillory the man who dared to stand forth as their
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advocate? I put it to your oaths; do you think, that a blessing of
that kind, that avictory obtained by justice over bigotry and oppres-
sion, should have a stigma cast upon it by en ignominious sentence
upon men bold and honest enough to prapose that measure ? to pro-
pose the redeeming of religion from. the abuses of the church, the
reclaiming of thre¢ millions of men from bondage, and giving
liberty to all who had a right to demand it; giving, I say, in the so
much censured words of this lpa.per, giving « Universal Emancipa-
tion!” I speak in the spirit of the British law, which makes liberty
commensurate with and inseparable from British soil; which pro-
claims even to the stranger and the sojourner, the moment he sets
his foot upon British earth, that the ground on which he treads is
holy, and consecrated by the gemius of Universal Emancipation.
No matter in what language his doom may have been pronounced ;—
no matter what complexion incompatible with freedom, an Indian
or an African sun may have burnt upon him ;—no matter in what
disastrous battle his liberty may have been cloven down j~—no mat-
ter with what solemnities he may have been devated upon the altar
of Slavery; the first moment he touches the sacred soil of Britain,
the altar and the God sink, together in the dust; his soul walks
abroad in her own majesty; his body swells beyond the measure
of his chains, that burst from around him, and he stands redeemed,
regenerated, and disenthralled, by the irresistible Genius of Uni-
versal Emancipation.

We think that the application of the image in the concluding sen-
tence of the same speech has been borrowed, though we canmot say
from whom : it has considerable merit.

¢I will not relinquisb the confidence that this day will be the pe-

riod of his sufferings ; and, however mercilessly he has been hitherto

ursued, that your verdict will send him home to the arms of his

amily, and the wishes of his country. But if, which heaven for-
bid, it hath still been unfortunately determined, that because he
has not bent to power and authority, because he would not bow
down before the golden calf and worship it, he is to be bound and
cast into the furnace; I do trust in God, that there is a redeeming
spirit in the constitution, which will be seen to walk with the suf-
ferer through the flames, and to preserve him unhurt by the con-
‘flagration.’

This tribute we willingly pay to the genius of Mr. Curren; and
here our praises must terminate : the effects of all these gifts are mour
opinion clearly lessened, and many of their most striking beauties de-
based, by deformities nearly as prominent as his talents themselves.

We must, in the first place, profess our inability to imagine that
he ever should have attained the rank of an impressive speaker in Par-
liament; in our House of Commons we are certain he never could.
We have already said that his Parliamentary speeches have been
published with less care than his addresses and arguments in Courts
of Law; but thereports of them to be found in this compilation, im-~

.
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t they be, bear out the opision we have expressed.
WMWA@,MIMP“M( x) never rises in his
place without the wig and band of the . He does not, with
the eagle eye of a statesman, take in the whole bearing of a difficalt
problem of leglation, snd pursue it through its remotest ramifica-
tions; but contemplating it as a mere party man, and confining his
views to the ambition of triumphing mn that individual debate, he

- considers it as a text on which he may display his own dexterity, or
gall, and vex, and harrass his political opponents; with little success
we should imagine, unless their nerves were composed of materials
of thé most inconvenient imritability. This is not the portion of his
public life on which this ingenious orator can be disposed to look
back with peeuliar complacency. He is always anxious to be either
indignent or witty; but his reseutmest is nothing more than the
peevish imitation of dissppointed ambition, and his wit evaporates,
or is lost, in the mass of hyperbolical with which 1t is en-
cumbered. . The following passage, it is likely, is not set down as it
was delivered by Mr. Curran; but no beauty of diction or manner
could have made the idea it contains folerable in the mouth of a
leading member of the English House of Commons. Our readers
will observe that he is treating of the well known Commercial Reso-
lutions between this country and Ireland, proposed during Mr. Pitt’s
long administration,

<Y will suppose then, sir, that an old friend that you loved, just
recovering a disease in which he had been wasted almost to
death, should prevail upon you to take the trouble of buying him a
borse for the establishment of his health; and I the more freely
presume to represent you for a moment in an office so little corres-
ponding with the dignity of your station, from a consciousness that
my fancy cannot put you in any {)lace to which you will not be fol.
lowed by my utmost respect. will, therefore, suppose that you
send for an horse-jockey, who does not come himself, but sends his
foreman:

¢ Says the foreman, “sir, I know what you want; my master has
an horse that will exactly match your friend ; he has descended from
Rabelais’ famous Johanmes Cabullus, that got & doctor of physic’s
degree from the college of Rheims; but your friend must pay his
price. My master knows he has no money at present, and will
therefaore accept his‘note for the amount of what he shall be abie to
earn while he lives, allowing him, however, such a moderate subsis-
tence asmay prevent him from perishing. If youare satisfied I will
step for the horse and bring him instantly, with the bridle and sad-
dle, which you shall have into the bargain.” But friend, say you,
are you sure that you are authorized to make this bargain ! ¢ What,
sir,” cries the foreman, ¢« would you doubt my honour! Sir, I can
find three hundred gentlemen who never saw me before, and yet
have gone bail for me at the first view of my face. Besides, sir, you
have a greater pledge; my honour, sir, my renown is at stake.”
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Wel, sir, you agree, the note is passed ; the forenian leaves you, and
returns without the horse. What, sir! whoré is the horse ? « Why,
in truth, sir,”” answers he, « I am sorry for this little disappointment,
but my mistress has takeh a fancy to the harse, so your friend cannot
- have him. But we have a nice little mare that will metch him bes.
ter, as to the saddle he must do without that, for little master insists
on keeping it ; however, your friend has been so poor a fellow that
he must have too thick a skin to be much fretted by riding bare~
backed; besides, the mare is so low that his feet will reach the groand
when he rides her; and still further to accommodate him, my mas-
ter insists on having a chain locked to her feet, of which lock my
master is to have a key to lock or unlock as he pleases, and your
friend shall also have a key so formed that he cannot unlock the
chaimy but with which he may double-lock it if he thinks fit.”

‘What, sirvah, do you thiak I'll betray my dld frfend to such a
fraud ? « Why really, siry you are impertinent, and your friend is too
peevish ; *twas only the other day that he charged my master with
having stolen his cloak, and grew angry, and got a ferrule and spike
to his staff. Why, sir, you see how good-humouredly my master
gave back the cloak. Sir, my master scorns to break his word, and
sodo I; sir, my character is your security. Now, as to the mare,
you are too hasty in objecting to her, for I am not sure that you can

et her; all T ask of {ou now is to wait a few hours here in the
street, that I may try if something may notbe done; butlet me sa
one word to you in confidence : -

I am to get two guineas if I can bring your friend to be satisfied
with what we can do for him ; now if you assist me in this, you shall
have half the money; for to tell you the truth, if I fail in my under-
taking, I shall either be discharged entirely, or degraded to my for-
mer place of helper in the stable.”

. Throughout the whole work we were struck with the prodigious
inferiority of Mr. Curran’s judgment and good sense, when contras-
ted with the brilliancy of his fancy : the disappointments we experi-
enced in the most splendid passages of his lqnﬁ;leadh:gs, are all to
be traced to his taste, which is vitiated and false to an excess, of
which the cold-blooded critics, in this part of the empire, will find it
difficult to form a’conception. The prevailing passion of his mind
is a love of the ambitious and extravegant in senument, and imagery,
and language. His is not the prowess of a serious combatant, but
the venality of a prizefighter. Forgetting the precept of Quinctilian,
sentertiarum in senatu, et concionum, et privatorum conciliorum
servabit discrimina ; vitam ex differentia personarum, locorum tem-
porumque mutabit ; alias ad docendum, alias ad mozendum adhi-
bebit artes; his oratory is invariably the same; whether analyst
the provisions of an Act of Parliament, or defending his Cli
against a prosecution for High Treason; whether addressing hanself
to a court composed of a small aumber of well educated men, or to
a Jury of Irish rustics in the hearing of an Irishauditory, Mr, Corran
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i otil & declaimer. What would be thought, for example, of the
unﬂég‘t;:ﬂ Counsel, who should commence an argument in
our of Exchequer, on a mere question, as to the interpretation
of a ¢laitse in a statute, n the following words? He remarks ¢the
dead silence into which the public is frowned, by authority, on this
sad occasion;—that is, of inquiring whether a certam warrant was
zncﬁdned by the enactment of the statute! and he then proceeds
us:

¢I am glad of this factitious dumbness ; for if murmurs dared to
become audible, my voice would be too feeble to drown them ; but
when'all is hushed—when hature sleeps—

Cum quics mortalibus egris,

the weakest voice is heard—the shepherd’s whistle shoots acroes
the listening darkness of the interminable heath, and gives notice
that the wolf is upon his walk, and the same gloom and stillness that
tempt the monster to come abroad, facilitate the communication of
the warning to beware. Yes, through that silence the voice shall be
heard ; yes, through that silence the shepherd shall be put upon his

uard ; yes, through that silence shall the felon savage be chased
mto the toil. Yes, my lords, I feel myself cheered and impressed
by the composed and dignified attention with which I see you are
disposed to hear me on the most important question that has ever
been subjected to your consideration; the most important to the
dearest rights of the human being ; the most deeply interesting and
animating that cap beat in bis heart, or burn upan his Tﬁ;‘" Oh!
how recreating is it to feel that occasions may arise in which the soul
of man may reassume her pretensions ; in which she hears the vaice
of nature whisper to her, 08 homini sublime dedi calumgue sueri ; in
which even I can look u# with calm security to the court, and down
with the most profound contempt upon the reptile I mean to tread
upon ! I say, reptile ; because, when the proudest man in society
becomes sothe dupe of his childish malice, as to wish to inflict on
the object of his vengeance the poison of his sting; to do a reptile’s
work, he must shrink into a reptile’s dimemsion; and so shrunk, the
only way to assail him is to tread upon him.’ .

The following ebullition, when it is remembered that it forms part
of what professes to be 2 legal argument to the Court, in arest of
Judgment, founded on certain supposed nullities in the verdict, is
equally out of place.

. ¢ You,’ meaning my Lords the Judges, ¢ are standing on the scanty
isthmus that divides the great ocean of duration; on one side of the
past, on the other of the future: a ground, that while you yet hear
me, is washed from beneath our feet. Let me remind you, my lords,
while your determination is yet in your power, dum versatur adhuc
intra fuemesralia Vesta,that on that ocean of future you must set your
judgment afloat. And future ages will assume the same authority,
which you have assumed ; posterity feel the same emotions which

VOL. I. NO. 1. 12 .
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you lrye felt, when your little hearts have beaten, and yous infant
eyep have averflowed, at reading the sad history of the sufferings of
a Rusgel or a Sidney.’ .

" [The conclusion of Mr. Curran’s gpeech was marked by another

burst of applause, similar to.those which accompanied his former
exertions in this cause. ]

Had such a tirede been delivered in Westminstes Hall, we think
# more than probable that the learned Counsel would have beem
secommended to the care af his {ch,lefﬂ ami, and hig admirers to-
the parental charge of the Marshal. ,

it be one of the first praises of an orator that the figyres he uses-
are never sought after, but always rise from the subject, 1t cannot be
bestowed on Mr. Curran, nor will it probably be claimed by him.
He does not consider an image as an auxiliary or ornament to the
subject he is examining ; in his estimation, his argument, whatever it
be, is only a nicke in which the picture may conveniently be
He never resists the temptation of a glaring figure, however remote
and fantastic the resemblance to the subject with which it is destined:
to be assimilated, and however it may disturb the cwrent of the sen-
timents naturally suggested to the mind of his auditors or his own. As
spon as it appears, he is ready to begin the pyrsuit, and ix evidentlv
more delighted with the boisterpus applauses of the grooms and
jockies wha witness the dexterity of hus chase after this bewitching
which leads him from . himaself, than by the sober

tion of the knight* who remains at the goal. The evils of this are
incalculable both to the cause and the pleader. Our attention is irre-
sistibly withdrawn from the cause we are called upon to decide, and
fixed on an object foreign to its merits. From the same unhappy
propensity, his images, even when they chance to bé natural and sut-
able, are almost always pushed to extremes. Mr. Curran never states
an argument in its great and leading points, or sketches a picture by
its characteristic features, leaving the mind of his auditor to supply
the deficiencies, if he thinks it wosth his while to supply them. Fol-
lowing the example of the psinter at Antwerp, s0 mucz admired
Pallet, who m depicting a beggar thought it necessary faithfully to
represent one of Eis most disgusting insignia, Mr. Curran without
mercy brings directly to the eye every circumstance, however minute
dud disgustng. ' ~

¢ The concluding years of the last of the Stewarts he describes as
that memorable period when the devoted benches of public justice
were filled by some of those foundlings of fostune, who,overwhelmed
in the torrent of corruption at an early period, lay at the bottom like
drowned bodies, while soundness or sanity remained in them ; but
at length, becoming buoyant by putrefaction, they rose as they rotted,

* Satis est equitem miki plaudere.

. e A e e
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il floatod to the serface of the palluted streatn, where tliey were
drifted along, the objects of terror, and contagion, and sbomination.’
On this mmage, from which every eye recoils with and
abhotrénce, Mr. Curran has a distempered plessure to fﬁ“ He
in therefore presents it t6 us in @ passage, evidently meant to be
:j ent and irresstible, but which to us appears the perfection of
: n and extravagance.
¢I speak of what your own eyes have seen day after day during the
course of this commission from the box where you are now sitting;
the number of horrid miscreants who avowed upon their oaths that
they had come from the very seat of government—from the castle,
-where they had been worked upon, by the fear of death and the kopes
of compénmtion, to give evidence againet dioke fellows, that the
wmild and wholesome couneils of this government are holden over
these eatwcombe of living desth, where the wittch that is buried &
aoam, lies till his heart has time to foster and dissolve, and is them
dug up a witness.

s this fancy, or is it fact? Have you not seen him, after his resur-
rection from that tomb, after having been dug out of the region of
death and corruption, make his apxearance upon the table, the liv-
ing image of life and of death, and the supreme arbiter of both?
Have you riot marked, when he entered, how the stormy wave of the
multitade retired =t kis' approach? Have you not marked how the
huinan heart Bowéd & the sapronincy of his power, in the andis.
sembled hormge of deferentiad hotror? How his glance, like the

ing of howven, seesed to sive 1 body of the accused, and
mark is forthe grave, while his veice warned the devoted wresch of
woe and death; a death which ne innsceuce can escape, no st
elude, no force resist, no antidotc prevent j—there wasan antidote
—a juror’s oath—but even that adamantine chain, that bound the
integrity of man to the throne of eternal justice, is solved and melted
in the breath that issues from the informer’s mouth; conscience
swings from her mooring, and the appalled and #ffrighted juror con-
sults ‘his own sdfety in the surrender of the victim.
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