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OPINION: Dede’s political cartoon makes light of the current endowment situation. SEE PAGE 7
SPORTS: Vanderbilt rallies then holds on to defeat Alabama for second straight win. SEE PAGE 8
Slant Editor Brendan
Alviani explains the
planning process
behind Thursday’s
issue of The Huslter.
See page 6

HAZING
Hazing accepted
among on campus
despite investigation.
by KELLY JONES
Senior Reporter

Two
Interfraternity
Council
fraternities are currently under
investigation for hazing pledges,
according to Director of Greek Life
Kristin Torrey. But many students
remain undisturbed by its presence on
campus.
According to the Office of Greek Life,
hazing includes any activity that subjects
members to harassment, ridicule,
intimidation, physical exhaustion,
abuse or mental distress.
Past examples include compulsory

cleanings in Towers suites and forcing
students to watch movies after drinking
two liters of soda without a bathroom
break.
Though stigmas from rumors,
movies and television often give the
impression that hazing solely exists in
Greek organizations, the prevalence
and severity of hazing on campus often
gets blown out proportion, according
to senior Andrew Wong, former IFC
president. He also said different degrees
of hazing exist, pointing out that if a
pledge remains in a chapter’s house past
midnight, it is considered hazing, even if
he is just talking to a brother.
According to Associate Dean of
Students Steve Caldwell, hazing is not
exclusive to fraternities and sororities.
He said honoraries, club sports teams
and service organizations have also
been found guilty of hazing practices.

Both Greek and non-Greek students
said they understand the different types
of hazing and that for the most part is
not a problem on campus.
“Hazing is part of joining a fraternity.
If I joined one, I would expect to be
succumbed to it,” said non-Greek firstyear student Anthony Steil.
“I don’t think hazing is an issue on
Vandy’s campus. While there have been
cases where it gets out of control, the
majority of hazing within fraternities
center around doing annoying errands
or driving people around,” said
sophomore Ellie Zantzinger. “Safe
hazing is OK but dangerous hazing is
bullying and unacceptable.”
The students interviewed said they
believed hazing served as a bonding
experience within organizations.
“While hazing exists on a variety of
Please see HAZING, page 3

More students living on
campus despite recession
by JOSLIN WOODS
News Reporter

There will be a decrease in the
number of seniors granted offcampus housing for the current
school year as Vanderbilt
gradually works toward its
50-year-old goal of making the
university a residential campus.
Although
Vanderbilt
plans to eventually house all
undergraduate students on

campus, current economic
situations prevent renovations
and new construction projects.
Currently, more than 20
percent of the senior class
resides off campus, said Jason
Jakubowski, director of housing
and residential education.
According to Jakubowski,
the number of seniors living in
off-campus accommodations
will naturally decrease simply
Please see HOUSING, page 4
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The Village at Vanderbilt apartment complex is one off-campus housing options for students.

Infamous gossip site shuts down
by SAMANTHA SMITH
Senior Reporter

Vanderbilt students awoke
Thursday morning wondering
if
JuicyCampus.com,
a
controversial gossip Web site,
was truly shutting down after
an intensive public relations
campaign
announced
its
closing.
But Thursday morning the

site remained live, leaving some
students disappointed. At press
time, however, the site was
inaccessible.
“I had heard about the closing
Wednesday night,” said senior
Chet Polson. “I was so happy to
hear that such a bad idea was
done with.”
Polson was not alone.
Vanderbilt Student Government
President Joseph Williams, who

helped sponsor the “We are
Vanderbilt” initiative opposing
the site in spring 2008, also said
he hopes that the site will close
soon.
“Juicy Campus died out (at
Vanderbilt) a while ago and its
closing will be nothing but a
remembrance of the frustration
it caused … It’s a fad that faded
for upperclassmen,” Williams
said.

Senior Courtney Williams,
another organizer of “We are
Vanderbilt,” said she thinks the
Web site’s closing will have a
positive effect on campus.
“(Juicy
Campus)
was
destructive to the student
morale and allowed people to
express negative comments in a
cowardly manner. It did nothing
but perpetuate hate, anger and
Please see JUICY CAMPUS, page 3

Lambda fears
effects of state
adoption bill

SAM KIM / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Lambda sponsored a seminar on lobbying, especially state level, during February. Lobbying 101 was held at the K.C. Potter Center, behind the Community Partnership House.
by MADELEINE ENGLIS
News Reporter

A Tennessee state legislator
proposed a bill last week
that Vanderbilt’s Lambda
association, which advocates
for gay interests on campus,
feels discriminates against
members of the community.
On Jan. 29, Sen. Paul
Stanley of Memphis filed a
bill that may effectively ban
gay adoption. Although the
word “gay” or any reference to
homosexual persons was not
explicitly stated, many feel that
the subtext was clear. The bill
proposed by the state Senate
“prohibits any individual who
is cohabitating in a sexual
relationship outside of a
marriage that is valid under
the constitution and law of this
state from adopting a minor.”
In response to this pending
legislation, the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer
and Intersex community at
Vanderbilt plans to protest
as proactively as possible,
according to Klint Peebles,
the president of Lambda.
In particular, Lambda will
be
attending
Tennessee
Equality Project’s fifth annual
Advancing Equality Day on
the Hill, an event that will
take place on Feb. 17 and will
allow students in the LGBTQI
community and straight allies
to meet with state lawmakers.
But despite the potential
political impact the event
could have on the LGBTQI
community in Tennessee,
Peebles said the issue is not
being publicized well on
campus.
“Vanderbilt is not advertising
Equality Day on the Hill, but
I can assure you Lambda is
doing a lot,” said Peebles.
For the most part the
student body does not actively

reject the LGBTQI community,
according to Peebles.
“(There is) no personal or
institutional evidence (to
demonstrate discrimination)
but I do feel like there needs
to be more awareness, more
participation,” Peebles said.
This lack of participation
could be attributed to the lack
of publicity and visibility of
LGBTQI pride and expression.
“Some LGBTQI events are
publicized, but most of the time
you hear about stuff through
word of mouth,” said junior
Ben Grimwood, a member of
Lambda.
Despite a tone of student
apathy toward the LGBTQI
community, both Grimwood
and Peebles said they feel
supported and accepted by the
administration.
Within the past year
Vanderbilt
has
released
a
nondiscrimination
statement
that
includes
nondiscrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation.
The nondiscrimination law in
Tennessee, however, does not
protect people on the basis
of sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression.
Vanderbilt’s commitment
to nondiscrimination has
extended beyond just a
written statement. In 2008, the
Office of the Dean of Students
enacted a safe zone program.
The program is designed to
train and educate individuals
about how to deal with the
unique set of issues members
of the LGBTQI community
are confronted with. Staff
members, resident advisers
and VUceptors are required to
complete a safe zone training
session.
Other improvements made
for
Vanderbilt’s
LGBTQI
community include a new
Please see LGBTQI, page 4

NEWS INSIDE: VISAGE’s unique study abroad, service and learning program wins prestigous award. SEE PAGE 5
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East Side Scooters is giving
away a Buddy 50 scooter on
Wednesday Feb. 25.
Look on the back page of
today’s paper to learn about
your chance to win!
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TRENTON, N.J. (AP)—Even a 10-foot inflatable rat has free speech
rights in New Jersey, the state’s Supreme Court ruled Thursday.
In a case that pitted an International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers union local against a central Jersey town, the high court
ruled unanimously that the rodent is protected speech under the
First Amendment.
“The township’s elimination of an entire medium of expression
without a readily available alternative renders the ordinance
overbroad,” Justice John E. Wallace Jr. wrote for the court.
The super-sized rat, sitting on its hind legs and bearing fangs, is a
national symbol used by organized labor to signal a labor dispute.
It had been blown up and displayed at a 2005 labor event in
Lawrence Township until police enforced a law that bans banners,
streamers and inflatable signs, except those announcing grand
openings.
A labor official was fined $1,00 plus $33 court costs.

Iowa City police say man showed up
drunk to serve jail-time sentence
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP)—Authorities say an Iowa City man may not
have picked the best time to get loaded when he showed up drunk
to serve a public intoxication sentence.
Now he faces another charge.
Police say the 19-year-old showed up at the Johnson County Jail
on Tuesday to serve his three-day sentence and officials smelled
alcohol on his breath.
Court records say tests showed the man had a blood-alcohol
content of 0.101 percent when he arrived at the jail.
A court date on the new charge hasn’t been set.
Court records say the man pleaded guilty to public intoxication in
May 2008 and was convicted of public intoxication second-offense
last December.

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP)—Colorado police say a man with
too much “Star Trek” on his mind used a sword modeled after the
weapon carried by Klingon warriors to demand money from two
convenience stores.
Investigators say the man took an unknown amount of cash from
a 7-Eleven store Wednesday but left empty-handed when he tried
to rob another store about 25 minutes later.
Police Lt. David Whitlock says no one was injured.
The StarTrek.com Web site says the double-pointed sword used
by the Klingons on “Star Trek” is crescent-shaped and about a yard
long. Police did not specify what material it was made of.
No one has been charged in the incident.

Teacher’s penny pinching pays off
in $2M gift in final act of kindness
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FRIDAY, FEB. 6
• Gamma Day
Support the Sigma Lambda Gamma sorority in their last day of Gamma Week, a week of
sorority-sponsored events to raise awareness of diversity. The last event, Gamma Day, takes
place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Rand Terrace.

• The Blair String Quartet

Come to the Steve and Judy Recital Hall at the Blair School of Music to watch Vanderbilt
students perform Felix Mendelssohn’s quartet and Beethoven’s quartet. The performance starts
at 8 p.m. and is free to the public.

SATURDAY, FEB. 7
• “Cabaret”

See the award-winning musical and support a good cause. The Saturday night show’s profits
support Broadway Cares and Equity Fighting AIDS. The performance starts at 8 p.m. in Ingram
Hall. Tickets are free, but donations are encouraged.

• WRVU live broadcast from The Commons

The Vanderbilt radio station will broadcast live from the Fireside Lounge on The Commons from
9 p.m. to 11 p.m.

SUNDAY, FEB. 8
• Rhythm and Roots presents “Through the Walls”

The Rhythm and Roots performance company will present dramatic and creative interpretations
of influential historic and personal events in their latest performance. They will perform at 4
p.m. in Langford Auditorium. Tickets are $6.

SNAPSHOT

LIFE IS A ‘CABARET’

Man robs Colo. convenience store with
Star Trek warrior double-pointed sword

CLEVELAND (AP)—A penny-pinching math teacher who never earned
more than $40,000 per year in salary has left $2 million to her Ohio
alma mater.
Laura Bickimer died in April at age 93 after making plans to leave
the bulk of her estate to Baldwin-Wallace College near Cleveland.
She graduated from the school in 1936 with a 4.0 average.
Bickimer, who never married, retired from teaching in 1972 and
lived out her life in a nursing home. Years ago, she wrote in an
alumni questionnaire that she preferred washing her clothes in an
old-fashioned wringer and tried each day to perform some act of
kindness.
Bickimer never earned more than $40,000 in annual salary,
but inherited wealth from family. The school will name a $50,000
scholarship after her.

The Hustler is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, Columbia Scholastic Press Association,
College Newspaper Business and
Advertising Managers, Southern
University Newspapers and the
Southeastern Journalism Conference and is an associate member of
the Associated Press.

THIS WEEKEND
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Vanderbilt Off-Broadway’s opened its production of “Cabaret.” Group members auditioned in the fall and has practiced throughout the
year to prepare for the annual show. Proceeds from Saturday night’s performance will benefit Broadway Cares and Equity Fighting AIDS.

PHOTOof theWEEK
The photographers who cover campus for student media are
working hard to capture images of life at Vanderbilt.
This image was selected as the Photo of the Week.
Check here next Friday to see another standout student photo.

CLEVELAND (AP)—Police in Cleveland say a man called 911 because
he felt he was in danger — then asked the dispatcher to hold on
while he made a drug deal.
Police Lt. Thomas Stacho said Tuesday that Alejandro Melendez
was arrested after the call and was charged with possessing
cocaine.
Police said Melendez called 911 late Saturday and reported that
two men with guns were watching him.
Police records show he hung up, so the dispatcher called back.
Melendez answered and asked the dispatcher to hold on, but the
dispatcher could still hear what was being said.
A voice can be heard on the recording of the call saying: “What
you need? A 10-pack? You need a 10-pack? All right.” Police say “10pack” is slang for a bundle of heroin.
The dispatcher called police, who found Melendez at the location
he gave, had the dispatcher call his cell phone again, and said they
found cocaine in his trousers.

Australian customs officials catch
traveler with live pigeons in his pants
SYDNEY (AP)—An Australian traveler was caught with two live
pigeons stuffed in his pants following a trip to the Middle East,
customs officials said Tuesday.
The 23-year-old man was searched after authorities discovered
two eggs in a vitamin container in his luggage, said Richard
Janeczko, national investigations manager for the Customs Service
They found the pigeons wrapped in padded envelopes and
held to each of the man’s legs with a pair of tights, according to a
statement released by the agency. Officials also seized seeds in his
money belt and an undeclared eggplant.
The alleged bird smuggler, who arrived in Melbourne on Sunday
on a flight from Dubai, was being questioned.
Australia has very strict quarantine regulations on the
importation of wildlife, plants and food to protect health,
agriculture and the environment of the isolated island nation.
Charges of wildlife smuggling — which carry a maximum
penalty of 10 years imprisonment and a fine of 110,000 Australian
dollars ($70,430) — could be brought against the man.

Carly Bigi returns to The Commons on a Vandy Van.
ZAC HARDY and CHRIS PHARE strobed a
Vandy Van stop at night to capture freshmen
returning to The Commons. This lighting enabled
them to photograph images that would be
impossible with a standard flash. Peter Parker
couldn’t have done it.

Student photographers interested in joining the staff
are invited to the next meeting at
4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 10, in Sarratt 130.
Brought to you by the Commodore Yearbook.
Order your yearbook at VanderbiltCommodore.com
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HAZING: Greek life hotline
maintained to provide outlet
From HAZING, page 1

levels, some not so pleasant,
I think that frat boys look out
for each other and grow closer
from their experiences,” said
a sophomore woman, who
asked to remain anonymous
because she is heavily involved
within the Greek community.
Despite this belief, the IFC
has a zero tolerance policy on
hazing. When an issue arises,
they look at each investigation
case by case.
“Every year we have several
cases of hazing,” Wong
said. “However, hazing is
ambiguous and some cases
are more or less severe than
others. So our punishments
for fraternities found guilty

of hazing differ. While social
probation is a common
punishment, we also like
to think outside of the box
and incorporate learning
programs in which fraternities
can internally learn a lesson
while also benefiting the
community, as well.”
Two fraternities have been
removed from campus in the
past five years, according to
Torrey. She said one of those
was because the chapter was
found guilty of hazing.
Steps have been taken by
both the IFC as well as the
Office of Greek Life to prevent
hazing in the future. In order
to review and reinforce
expectations,
fraternity

members now sign an antihazing statement twice a year.
They also attend programs
that explain the boundaries of
hazing. In addition, the Office
of Greek Life encourages the
use of the hazing hotline (343STOP) for those who believe
hazing is a taking place on
campus.
“(The hotline) was set up
so that hazing incidents could
be anonymously reported to
the university by anyone who
knew of suspicious behavior
occurring in the community,”
said Director of Greek Life
Kristin Torrey. “It is important
for everyone in the Vanderbilt
community to be a part of the
solution. Don’t be a bystander.

If you see something, (then)
say something and do
something about it. Do not
just sit back and allow hazing
to occur.”
Though new programs
were created to promote the
wellbeing of new members,
students question whether
they will be effective.
“I think a lot of these new
programs aren’t going to be
successful because of what
goes on behind closed doors,”
said junior Alex Barry.
“(The new programs) may
in fact be dangerous, because
students will be more secretive
and less willing to seek help if
need be,” Zantzinger said. ■
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JUICY CAMPUS: Bandas glad to see site go
From JUICY CAMPUS, page 1

negative stereotypes. Now with its
closing, students can confront the
underlying issues in a more direct and
mature manner, hopefully bettering
the campus atmosphere,” Williams
said.
Associate Provost and Dean of
Students Mark Bandas, also involved
in the “We are Vanderbilt” effort, had
one thing to say about the Web site’s
closing.
“The Web site was despicable,” he
said. “It was malicious by design. It
advised its clients that posts were 100
percent anonymous, that the site did
not store any information that could
be used to identify clients … Good
riddance.”
According to the Web site’s official
blog, the current economic crisis has
crippled the Web site by reducing
online ad revenue and depleting the
venture capital funding.
“Juicy Campus’s exponential growth

outpaced our ability to muster the
resources needed to survive this
economic downturn, and as a result,
we are closing down the site,” founder
and CEO Matt Ivester said in the
farewell blog post.
“It sucks that people use it for
disparaging remarks, but it is still an
interesting freedom of speech issue,”
said sophomore Parker Gould.
It remains unclear whether or not
news of the Web site’s demise was a
publicity stunt or hoax. Nevertheless,
students say their opinions of the site
will not change.
“I don’t go on there much. I don’t
think it promotes good conversation,
and I’m glad it’s closing,” said firstyear student Luck Bellet.
“It’s tough to find a silver lining in
the recession, but if there is one, this is
it,” Williams said. ■
Chelsey Feldman contributed reporting
to this article.

LAUREN FONDRIEST / The Vanderbilt Hustler

As part of the “We are Vanderbilt” campaign in protest of Juicy Campus in
spring 2008, students signed a pledge against the gossip Web site.
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HOUSING: Students disagree with on-campus mandate
From HOUSING, page 1
because of decreasing class sizes.
“The class of 2009 — the fourth
largest class in Vanderbilt history —
will graduate, further reducing the
number of upperclass students. As a
consequence, the difference between
undergraduate enrollment and spaces
on campus will be smaller,” said
Jakubowski.
This difference will also shrink
because the class of 2012 is more than
100 students smaller than the class of
2011.
Associate Provost for Enrollment
and Dean of Admissions Douglas
Christiansen said the small size of
the class of 2012 was done by design
because of the limited number of
spaces available on The Commons.

“I expect the class size for the entering
class in fall 2009 to be approximately
the same size, roughly at 1570,” said
Christiansen. Vanderbilt’s goal of
becoming a residential campus is not
a new initiative. The idea dates back to
1959 when the Board of Trust created
a residential requirement to make all
undergraduate students live on campus
unless they live with their families in
Davidson County.
The transition to making Vanderbilt
a residential campus comes with many
benefits backed by research done
on higher education, according to
Jakubowski.
“Living on campus maximizes
opportunities for social, cultural and
extracurricular involvement. That
kind of involvement furthers student

LGBTQI:
jump head
goes here

development,” he said. Students who
live on campus have also been shown
to be more satisfied with their college
experience than their peers who live off
campus, and residential students tend
to graduate at higher rates than nonresidential students, he added.
There are still many students, though,
who do not see the benefit of having to
remain on campus for all four years of
college.
“It is an arbitrary limitation that
doesn’t serve any good besides to make
housing more money,” said senior
David Winjum.
Many students complain about not
having the ability to live off campus
because of a lack of desirable oncampus accommodations.
“If they had enough on-campus

housing that is more adult-like then I
would be fine with living on campus,
but they have juniors living in Kissam,
which is outlandish,” said junior
Kathryn Goggins.
Housing, therefore, plans to renovate
parts of the current housing system in
order to improve accommodations,
Jakubowski said. Future renovation
plans are currently put on halt,
however, due to the country’s economic
situation.
“Vanderbilt would like to house all
undergraduates on campus, and with
the completion of The Commons we are
very close to that goal. To provide space
for the remaining undergraduates
would require new construction.
However, current economic conditions
preclude that for the time being,”

Jakubowski said.
Despite plans to improve residential
accommodations, many students still
believe living off campus should be
a privilege for students, particularly
upperclassmen.
“I think it is OK that freshmen and
sophomores live on campus, but older
students should have the option to
live off-campus, mainly because they
start looking for jobs and internships
outside of Vanderbilt,” said sophomore
Samantha Duncan.
Any Vanderbilt student entering
their fourth year of study or greater is
able to request off-campus housing for
the following school year by submitting
their online housing application
and an additional online off-campus
request. ■

First-years save room for ‘fourth meal’

From LGBTQI, page 1

office (the K.C. Potter Center), a new
advisory board and a staff of trained
professionals, as well as increased
funding.
A renewed focus on transgender
housing and a more visible LGBTQI
community has also emerged on
campus. Each year, the number of
students who are members of LGBTQIrelated student organizations increases,
according to Peebles.
“This year we have more first-year
students and more vocal allies then
ever before,” Peebles said.
Peebles also stressed the importance
of students being able to feel safe to
express themselves both on and off
campus, which legislation such as the
current bill in the Tennessee Senate
would hinder.
“If students feel like they can’t
express who they are then how can we
be expected to learn from each other?”
he said. ■

ZAC HARDY / The Vanderbilt Hustler

First-year students take advantage of their four-meal-a-day meal plan by purchasing “fourth meals” at the 24-hour Common Grounds.
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Endowments decline by 16.5
percent during economic crunch
by EVE ATTERMANN
Managing Editor

Contrary to some published
reports,
Vanderbilt’s
endowment decreased by a
comparatively small amount of
16.5 percent.
According to a press release
from the Vanderbilt News
Service, the endowment shrunk
from $3.5 billion last June to
$2.9 billion.
The loss was smaller than the
22.9 percent decline reported
by the 435 respondents of an
endowment survey conducted
by the National Association of
College and University Business
Officers. Vice Chancellor for
Public Affairs Beth Fortune said
it was due to strategic decisions
about certain investments.
“It owes a great deal of

credit to Vice Chancellor of
Investments Mathew Wright,
who manages the endowment,
and the leadership of Chancellor
Zeppos,” said Fortune. “It shows
that Vanderbilt is in a solid
and stable position compared
to many other colleges in the
country.”
The endowment funds about
5 percent of the university’s
annual operations. Costcutting measures have been
adapted by the university,
among them a halt to new
construction products and
most departments reducing
their budgets to preserve
cash. “It is still a time to be
prudent and to carefully make
decisions,” Fortune said.
Earlier reports from The
Tennessean estimated the loss
of the endowment to be at

ECONOMIC $TRUGGLES

Senior Reporter

around a billion dollars, almost
twice as much as the actual
amount. “We knew it wasn’t
going to be anywhere near
what was previously reported,”
Fortune said. ■

Expelled student sues Vanderbilt
by HANNAH TWILLMAN
News Editor

In an ongoing lawsuit,
a former student is suing
Vanderbilt
University
for
$75,000 on the grounds that
the Honor Council proceedings
that resulted in his expulsion
were unfair.
The plaintiff was expelled after
being found guilty of a violation
of the school’s Honor Code in
two separate hearings.
According to the lawsuit
filed on Jan. 28, the plaintiff
was brought before the Honor
Council Jan. 16, 2008 for
receiving unauthorized aid on a
physics test he took the previous
semester.
His professor had reported
him to the Honor Council for
copying the answers to the test
from a student sitting at the same
table. The plaintiff had answered
13 out of 15 multiple-choice

questions on the exam the same
way as the neighboring student,
who had a different version
of the test. Only two of the 15
questions on the plaintiff ’s exam
were answered correctly.
The first Honor Council
hearing found the plaintiff
guilty of the violation with a
vote of 10-2. According to the
student handbook, three “not
guilty” votes are required to
find a defendant not guilty of a
violation.
The plaintiff appealed the
ruling and was granted a new
hearing by the Appellate Review
Board, which ruled that there
were procedural irregularities
during the first hearing.
The second hearing was held
on Aug. 20, 2008 with a new
presiding officer. The new officer
had reviewed the details of the
first hearing and discussed the
results with a faculty member
prior to the hearing. The

plaintiff was again found guilty
by the Honor Council and was
sentenced to a failing grade in
the physics class and permanent
expulsion from Vanderbilt.
After this ruling, the plaintiff
again petitioned for an appeal.
The Appellate Review Board,
however, did not grant the
appeal and ruled on Nov. 20,
2008 that it would uphold the
Honor Council’s decision.
The lawsuit claims the plaintiff
did not copy another student’s
answers during the exam and
that he is innocent of all of
the Honor Council charges.
The suit claims damages both
compensatory and punitive,
citing loss of future wages and
$40,000 paid per year for tuition
as well as other claims.
Since the suit is ongoing, the
Office of the General Counsel
as well as the president of the
Honor Council were unable to
comment on the case. ■
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The Vanderbilt Initiative
for Scholarship and Global
Engagement was recognized for
its unique approach to studying
abroad from the Institute
of International Education
and NASPA, a professional
association for student affairs
administrators.
VISAGE received a bronze
NASPA Excellence Award
in the category “Careers,
Academic Support, ServiceLearning, Community Service
and Related” for combining
educational study abroad as
well as community service
opportunities. Vanderbilt also
received an honorable mention
in the study abroad category
of the IIE’s annual Andrew
Heiskell Awards for Innovation
in International Education.
The program officially started
in spring 2008. In its second
year, about 40 students are
involved.
According to Professor
of History Marshall Eakin,
the faculty director of the
Nicaragua program, planning
for the program began in
2006 when Assistant Provost
for International Affairs Joel
Harrington formed a committee
to develop a study abroad
program that combined both
service and
learning.

photo courtesy of ALLIE MORRIS

Professors Marshall Eakin (left) and Waldir
Sepulveda (right) dig weeds from a field in
the outskirts of Managua, Nicaragua.
“This has been a collaborative
effort from the beginning,”
Eakin said.
VISAGE offers students
a
yearlong
learning
experience that begins with
a spring semester course in
preparation for a four-week
summer
service
project
abroad. In the fall semester,
students engage in a seminar,
capstone research project and
community service work in
Nashville.
Students
said
they
appreciated the extended
experience.
Junior
Clair
Birkhauser went to Managua,
Nicaragua last year as part
of the VISAGE program
that focuses on “Family,
Community and Social
Justice.” She said the
semester course before
the group’s departure
helped her to understand
the political, economic
and social structure
of the country before
she even arrived.
“VISAGE requires
its participants to take
this class so that one
can become immersed in the
culture upon their arrival, or at

the very least be an informed
tourist, rather than a typical
tourist,” Birkhauser said.
“You spend an entire
semester learning about the
country’s history and culture
before you even go there,
which for me really gave the
experience more meaning,”
said senior Annie Freyman,
who also went to the Managua
site last year. “Standing in
the rundown city center of
Managua, I could appreciate
and understand what had
brought the people to this
state. I was more intellectually
and emotionally involved in
what I was seeing.”
“Each VISAGE site is
exploring, overall, the same
issues of global citizenship and
social justice,” said Director of
the Global Education Office
Ara Pachmayer.
The summer 2009 sites
are located in South Africa,
Costa Rica and Nicaragua.
Faculty directors work with
students on specific themes
geared toward the different
locations.
According to Pachmayer,
students
and
faculty
evolve their research and
local community service
depending on the summer
experience. This spring, the
faculty directors intend to
work closely with Hands
On Nashville, among other
programs.
“On the most basic level, I
hope that this combination
of service and academics
will make (students) take a
hard look at their own values,
worldview and life — to
become aware of who they
are, and who they are not.
I hope the experience will
be transformative for them,”
Eakin said. ■
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VISAGE awarded for
innovation
by LAUREN KOENIG

Turn to the Hustler Fridays for more
of this series on how economic
conditions are affecting Vanderbilt
students now and in the future.
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The Vanderbilt Hustler and Versus
are GREAT ways to reach the Vandy
Community three times a week. We
have GREAT rates for registered
student organizations and
campus departments.
Please let us help you promote and
publicize your group and events so that
they may be as successful as possible.
Please also consider advertising in your
student newspaper to celebrate special
occasions/honors/people in your group.
Please call our Student Media Advertising
office (322-4237) or stop by the Advertising
Office (Sarratt 130) to reserve your ad today!
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Don’t buy Adoption ban discriminates Could
everyone
American
EDITORIAL

AI MEE S OB HA N I
Columnist

Some people might recall learning about
the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act, an economic
maneuver that damaged international trade
during the Great Depression. For some reason,
House Democrats have decided to ignore the
legacy of Smoot-Hawley and have developed
their own version: the “Buy American” plan.
Under the “Buy American” plan,
infrastructure projects commissioned by the
stimulus bill (whenever that actually passes)
would be required to use iron and steel made
in the U.S. In other words, the plan is a thinlyveiled protectionist measure, which, as shown
in the 1930s, has the potential to make the
current economic downturn even worse.
When Smoot-Hawley was enacted in 1930,
it had a catastrophic effect on international
trade. In response to the high import taxes
brought on by the bill, other countries raised
their tariffs on American goods. All this tariffraising resulted in world trade dropping by 66
percent during the first five years of the Great
Depression.
To be fair, the “Buy American” plan is not
as far-reaching as the 1930 debacle, which
raised tariffs on 20,000 imported goods to
preposterous levels. “Buy American” would
only affect steel and iron, and according to the
Peterson Institute for International Economics,
could potentially create 1,000 new jobs in the
steel industry.
The problem is “Buy American” could result
in a loss of 65,000 jobs across the country. If I did
my math right, that means the plan will result in
negative 64,000 jobs — not exactly a promising
statistic. A study performed by the Alliance for
American Manufacturing, however, claimed
“Buy American” could potentially result in a
net gain of 77,000 jobs. Personally, I prefer to
believe the more depressing statistics provided
by the Peterson Institute because the Alliance
for American Manufacturing is probably a tad
more biased given the fact they would benefit
from “Buy American.”
Additionally, the “Buy American” provision
sends the wrong message to the international
community. The provision is obviously tinged
with protectionism, something the European
Union and Canada have picked up on, which is
why they sent letters to Congress condemning
the measure. The European Union threatened
to retaliate against any protectionist actions
taken by the U.S., which won’t help anyone.
It almost makes sense why no House
Republicans voted for the stimulus plan. A
provision like “Buy American” could potentially
cause a lot of harm and could cancel out
anything good the stimulus plan has to offer.
What’s ironic is that the Democrats, who are
usually viewed as more competent on economic
issues, proposed the “Buy American” plan.
Smoot-Hawley was an idea that contributed to
the perception that Republicans are “worse”
at fixing the economy. If the “Buy American”
plan passes and the economy fails to recover
anytime soon, the Democrats could soon be
seen as the party that doesn’t know anything
about economics or history, which doesn’t
bode well for any Democrats up for reelection
in 2010.
Personally, I support using American
products, but I think companies should have
a choice whether or not to use them. Without
any choice in the matter, people might start
believing the United States has a governmentdirected economy.
President Barack Obama has promised to
reconsider some parts of the “Buy American”
plan since it has produced such a backlash in
the international community. Hopefully, he
will live up to the promise so at the very least
he won’t be comparable to good old Herbert
Hoover.
—Aimee Sobhani is a sophomore in the College
of Arts and Science. She can be reached at
aimee.f.sobhani@vanderbilt.edu.

Sen. Paul Stanley recently proposed legislation
that “prohibits any individual who is cohabitating
in a sexual relationship outside of marriage that
is valid under the constitution and law of this
state from adopting a minor.” This of course does
not target homosexual families specifically, but
it is obvious that such familial units would be
affected by the ban. In one sense, the idea is not
outrageous. It is logical to believe married couples
might provide a more supportive background in
which to mature, but do studies demonstrate
this?
That is not as simple a question as it first
appears. The Spanish Forum for the Family and
the Institute for Family Policy both report that
same-sex parents correlate to increases in low
self-esteem, drug use and promiscuity in the
adopted children. Of course, both organizations
are conservative and promote traditional “family”
values, so their studies are prone to political bias.
Furthermore, since the study was only released

An important message
from The Slant editor
For those of you who missed the general campus
uproar, there was a fake edition of The Hustler on
Feb. 5 with the headline “Goodbye Greek Life.” For
those who read it, here is some more information.
As we confessed in The Verdict, the Slant was
responsible for the prank. After our last issue, we
had to switch printers and the day of the week
on which we are coming out. (We’re going to be
coming out on Thursdays now.) Since change was
in the air anyway, we decided to do something
dramatic. After a staff member tossed out the
prospect of a fake Hustler, the ideas started flowing
and The Huslter was born.
We chose the “Goodbye Greek” angle because
we felt it was outrageous enough to catch
everyone’s eyes but not too ridiculous for most
people to immediately ignore. And as several
Greek community members I spoke to pointed
out, there is a real fear on campus for something
like this to happen. All we had to do was carefully
play on the Greek community’s fears and we’d
have widespread panic.
To be honest, here was how I envisioned it:
People pick up copies, freak out for five to 10
minutes, catch onto it and then everyone laughs
hysterically. For the campus as a whole, it would
cause controversy for about one day. That’s
roughly how it turned out. However, I did receive
a ton of stories about how different people reacted
to The Huslter:
“My dorm was up in arms this morning. Femme
chaos.”
“Friend saw sorority girls crying”
“You guys got me at first with the newspaper …
until I read ‘Thes Lant’ on the Rites of Spring line-up.”
“A girl in my Russian class is calling her dad to
talk about transferring.”
“There was audible shrieking in Branscomb and
I even saw one girl in Starbucks crying.”

ADDITIONAL CONTACTS

President Joseph Williams
Vanderbilt Student Government
5009 Station B
joseph.williams@vanderbilt.edu
Sarratt 355
(615) 322-8742

So who knew ahead of time? Well, first I got
permission from Chris Carroll, the head of
Vanderbilt Students Communications. He just
insisted that the Slant needed to be more honest
than the last fake Hustler (see the “Remembering
‘Gee Dead’” article in yesterday’s fake Hustler).
Next, I got The Hustler templates from Matt
Radford, the talented designer behind The Hustler
and Versus. Finally, I approached and received
articles from a few renegade Hustler staff writers.
Other than that, no one outside of our staff knew
ahead of time — including Sydney Wilmer, the
editor-in-chief of The Hustler.
Since The Huslter is technically a satirical
edition of the Slant, many people have been
asking me what is “real” in it. The interviews with
Wyatt and Fabiani were real; they partly knew
what was happening. All the Friday Spice news
blurbs are true; we rewrote them and attributed
them to the APA to avoid infringing the copyright
of the Associated Press. The crossword puzzle is
solvable, even if the Sudoku isn’t. The “Gee Dead”
article is accurate. (Well, as far as I can tell — I
wasn’t on campus when this happened, either).
Everything else is fabricated. Also, for a fun time,
try figuring out how many clues we provided; I
count around 20.
That’s all, folks. I’d like to take a moment to
thank everyone for their kind words and the lack
of death threats; I have received more than enough
compliments on this issue to completely swell my
ego. Thanks for your thanks.
As a final plug, feel free to stop by the Slant
meetings on Tuesday nights at 8 p.m. in Buttrick
312 or visit us online at http://theslant.net.
Brendan Alviani
Junior
Peabody College

I drink and smoke pot everyday and I’ve refused an offer of alcohol or
drugs in the past month! What does that say about the 20 percent
of Vanderbilt that hasn’t refused an offer in the past month?

What is on your mind? The Rant is
your place to anonymously sound off
on any issue you want. Send in your
rants with the subject “Rant” to:
opinion.vanderbilt@gmail.com.

Senior Class Fund — Are you seriously going to guilt trip me and
say that I owe Vanderbilt? I have given Vanderbilt $200,000 over
the past four years. I don’t owe Vanderbilt a penny, at least not
until my $40,000 in debt is paid off.
Just because I went to a Catholic school doesn’t mean I’m a virgin.
I’m tired of hearing about your sexual conquests. Stop making
everything a contest!
Vending machines are pointless if they don’t take the card.

Compiled by Thomas Shattuck

OPINION POLIC Y
The Vanderbilt Hustler opinion page aims to stimulate discussion in the
Vanderbilt community. In that spirit, columnists, guest columnists and authors of
letters to the editor are expected to provide logical argument to back their views.
Unreasonable arguments, arguments in bad faith or arguments in vain between
columnists have no place in the Hustler and will not be published. The Hustler
welcomes reader viewpoints and offers three methods of expression: letters to the
editor, guest columns and feedback on InsideVandy.com.
Letters must be submitted either in person by the author to the Hustler office
or via e-mail to opinion.vanderbilt@gmail.com. Letters via e-mail must come from

Your voice doesn’t stop here.
The Vanderbilt Hustler encourages
its readers to voice their opinions on
legislative issues. The following students and legislators represent
the Vanderbilt community.

in Spanish, it’s hard for the average Tennessean
to look it over in any depth.
Furthermore, the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption
Institute commissioned a report by Jeanne
Howard on the subject of same-sex adoption that
contradicts the Spanish study. It reported “against
a backdrop of increasing public acceptance, social
science research concludes that children reared
by gay and lesbian couples fare comparably to
children raised by heterosexuals.” The report also
notes that many adoption groups hinder samesex adoption because of personal beliefs or the
misconception that in their respective state, it is
in fact illegal.
Between confusion in adoption agencies and
the differing views promoted in various studies,
the adoption ban comes at a bad time. There is
just not enough data to support such a proposal.
If anything, it would be most reasonable to wait
until more studies have been undertaken and the
results have verified.

U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-4944
(615) 736-5129

a Vanderbilt e-mail address where the identity of the sender is clear. With rare
exception, all letters must be received by 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday or Sunday.
The editor reserves the right to edit and condense submissions for length as well
as clarity.
Lengthy letters that focus on an issue affecting students might be considered
for a guest column at the editor’s discretion.
All submissions become the property of the Hustler and must conform to the
legal standards of Vanderbilt Student Communications, of which the Hustler is a
division.

U.S. Sen. Bob Corker
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3344
(615) 279-9488

Rep. Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Rep.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4311
(615) 736-5295

Rep. Brenda Gilmore
Tenn. District 54
P.O. Box 281934
Nashville, TN 37228
(615) 876-3665

like
Obama?

JUS T IN POY T HRE S S
Columnist

Simple answer: no. As shocking as this may
be for people in the lowest tax bracket and
all the press, this will never be the reality.
But supporters of President Barack Obama,
or Obamaniacs, should not lose heart.
I have a friend back home who actually
claims he dislikes Brett Favre, and mind
you, this was before he moved to the Jets.
Still more unbelievable, I recently overheard
somebody say she did not find root beer
floats utterly delicious. So there will always
be detractors. Except about roo tbeer floats,
I was just joking about that one. That would
just be ridiculous.
There are a lot of fundamental differences
dividing this country, which make it difficult
to move forward in compromise. So to
smooth the transition, I plan on constructing
a platform of action in three parts that newly
elected Obama could follow, which pretty
much everyone could agree upon. The first
step is for him to issue an executive order
regarding the legality of abortion. Ha ha, just
joking again. Seriously, the first step should
be obvious enough: fix the economy.
Now you may at first scoff at this idea,
believing that doing so would be about as
easy as finding a Malaysian student in a Greek
house. But to be fair, you would probably be
equally hard-pressed to find any engineering
students. Also, the solution is fairly simple:
return to the gold standard. Time and again,
big government has gobbled up taxpayer
dollars like a blue collar Southerner takes
down chicken wings on Super Bowl Sunday.
And the benefit is never seen.
Allow me to offer a few examples. You may
recall a government-generated initiative
to “bail out” the economy costing $700
billion dollars. I don’t know about you, but
I have a hard time conceptualizing $1,000.
Heck, for that kind of money, we might as
well buy Africa and try starting over. I have
yet to understand how salvaging broken
banks and car companies helps me as the
consumer. Do you know what happens when
the Fed “lowers the rate”? This means the
government buys bonds from the banks so
more money will be available to lend and
interest drops. Where does the government
get its money to buy bonds? It creates it out
of thin air. Sound fishy? That’s because it is
pure inflation, ripping down the value of the
dollar.
While inflation can have some positives,
it creates a false sense of prosperity, leading
people to believe the economy is better than it
actually is. In the end, prices rise as well, and
the economy inevitably swings downward
to compensate for the false security people
felt. When America switched away from the
Gold Standard, in 1913, an item that cost
$100 would now cost over $2,150. What if —
crazy idea here — we allowed prices and the
success of our businesses to be dictated by
supply and demand? Right now, Obama and
Congress are considering a “Buy American”
initiative, which would force consumers
to buy American steel and set back our
globalized economy at least five years.
Hyperinflation is around the corner, but
there’s still time to settle in for a few years
of government-free belt-tightening that will
establish our country for stability and future
prosperity.

—Justin Poythress is a senior in the College
of Arts and Science. He can be reached at
j.poythress.com.

CORRECTION POLIC Y
Accuracy is our profession. As the “Voice of Vanderbilt,” we are committed
to ensuring our work is fair and accurate. Errors of substance will be corrected. With very rare exception, these corrections will be listed on Page 2.
Bring corrections to the Hustler office in Sarratt 130 or e-mail us at hustler.
newseditor@gmail.com. You may also report them by telephone to the news
line at (615) 322-2424.

Sen. Douglas Henry Jr.
Tenn. District 21
11 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0021
(615) 741-2380

Councilmember Keith Durbin
Metro District 18
1704 Sweetbriar Avenue
Nashville, TN 37212
(615) 673-4210
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It is impossible for death to beget life
T H O M AS SH AT TU C K
Opinion Editor

Child soldiers are frequently used as
a symbol of what is inherently wrong or
at least dangerous about waging war.
There seems to be a general consensus
that the use of children is in fact
ethically questionable. United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
Article 38, says, “State parties shall take
all feasible measures to ensure that
persons who have not attained the age
of 15 years do not take a direct part
in hostilities.” Judging by the photos
of young African children carrying
Kalashnikovs, it seems safe to say the
UNCRC may not always be followed, at
least not to the letter.

Of course, the military use of children
is not the only threat war poses. Combat
in this context bears a sense of lethality
and it seems obvious that death in the
fundamental state is antithetical to life.
That is to say, war brings imminent
death to both aggressors. The lives of
humans, soldiers and civilians alike are
therefore equated in value to what one
hopes to achieve. In the vast majority
of cases, wars are fought for resources
(water, food, land) or ideologies and
sometimes both.
In the case of the former, the initiator
is operating under the assumption that
the resources he, she or they desire are
worth killing for and more importantly
worth dying for. Most rational beings
normally would not attempt to balance
the value of a human life and an

acre of land — this is not the sort of
accounting you get by attaining your
CPA. Furthermore, when put in this
form (exaggerated as it might be), most
people say a human life should not be
bartered like a bushel of corn.
So when presenting resources as a
justification for warfare, it is imperative
that there is a clear link between
the death of soldiers and greater
potential for life for those who survive
them. That is to say, the resources
gained in combat are essential to
the continuance of a state, regime
or region; the inhabitants would die
without them. In this context, you are
no longer trading lives for food (water,
whatnot), but trading lives for future
lives. Death, like with phoenix, will
lead to life. You’re justifying present

actions with the future, a tactic familiar
to the Bolsheviks circa 1916.
But of course, the Bolsheviks weren’t
fighting for resources, at least not
directly. To them, famine was a symbol,
drought a metaphor; they fought for
ideological purposes. They were under
the belief that their ideas were so vastly
important (and correct) that if others
had to die for them, so be it. This stands
in stark contrast to previous Russian
revolutionary groups, not only in
ideology but also in sheer brutality.
In more modern terms, to wage war
in the name of an idea (or belief) is
to say you are so right, so correct that
others should die for it. Not only is
this conceited, it is dangerous. To be
right consistently in all situations at
all times is not feasible. Who is willing

— Thomas Shattuck is a sophomore
in the School of Engineering. He can
be reached at thomas.w.shattuck@
vanderbilt.edu.

March will be better

EDITORIAL CARTOON

K AT HE RINE MILLE R
Columnist

MERYEM DEDE / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Annoyed?
Need to rant?
Have an issue you’d like to voice your opinion on?
Email the Opinion Page at
opinion.vanderbilt@gmail.com

to let strangers die for their mistakes?
I don’t mean tactical errors but true
conceptual and ethical failures. To
let people die for unwarranted or
misrepresented ideals is criminal.
This is not to say wars should not
be fought. That is not to say there are
not situations where resources or
beliefs are truly that valuable. What
it is to say is that in the past century,
very few armed conflicts could indeed
be justified. So in the end, you need to
ask one question, just one: “Why do we
fight?”

February blows.
James Harrison has finished Fight Clubbing
that Cardinals safety, midterms have started
lumbering in from left field, Nashville’s weather
went on a cocaine bender and nobody pays their
taxes anymore.
The redemptive elixir of “pitchers and catchers
report” has yet to be uttered, but those words
only exist as February’s singular saving grace.
Well, Valentine’s Day, if you’re like that. The
economy continues its sad, slow decline into the
Greatest Depression, taking Vanderbilt and the
job market right with it.
February Sweeps — one-third of America’s
finest period of sexy ludicrousness — died with
the digital television transfer and the perennial
plague of “American Idol.” The networks
exported sweeps and all its escapist gaiety to
March. We have the Oscars, but Heath Ledger’s
posthumous victory should sufficiently ice that
down. “The Pink Panther 2” opens this week,
and somewhere Peter Sellers weeps.
It’s rat’s alley where the dead men lost their
bones, y’all. That’s February.
But March waits for us. March loves us.
The triumvirate of spring break, St. Patrick’s
Day and March Madness wait on the other
side of the glass. Like Kanye said, we know our
destination, we’re just not there.
Spring break’s triumph can never be
overstated — it is college, after all, and after the
academic Hell week that precedes spring break,

we will all wind sprint out of here zombie-style.
Spring break, however, signals the arrival of the
top-notch spring weather here. Nashville’s not
exactly a frozen tundra, but nothing can top the
weightless, Southern rock glory of the weather in
September and April here. Nothing.
Well, maybe St. Patrick’s Day. It offers us the
one remaining day of true celebration for an
ethnic stereotype with endless opportunity for
both poor decisions and goofiness.
And permitting Facebook redeems itself by
not outsourcing the bracket system to CBS,
March Madness promises awesome. Even
awesomer? The prequel to March Madness: the
2009 ACC tournament. Duke, Wake, Clemson
and UNC will square off in a glorious tribute to
the Carolinas, and basketball will consume all
other life concerns not relating to the opening of
“The Watchmen,” as it should.
(Also, dark horse candidate: The Ides of March.
Greatest tardiness note ever from high school,
“T.C. was overcome by the Ides of March and
could not attend first period.” Brilliance.)
President Barack Obama says we need to
dust ourselves off, remake America. Maybe we
just need to wait a little while, endure, let the
winter of financial discontent give way to a little
sunshine, or at the very least some escapism.
Don’t worry, March is our month. We’ll come
back, you’ll see.
— Katherine Miller is a junior in the College
of Arts & Science. She can be reached at
katherine.m.miller@vanderbilt.edu.

THE STRENGTH TO HEAL

and learn lessons in courage.
The pride you’ll feel in being a doctor increases dramatically when you care for our
Soldiers and their Families. Courage is contagious. Our Health Professions Scholarship
Program (HPSP) helps you reach your goal by providing full tuition, money towards books
and lab fees, a $20,000 sign-on bonus, plus a monthly stipend of more than $1,900.
To learn more about the U.S. Army Health Care Team, call Staff Sgt. Daniel Reyna at
877-358-9590, email daniel.reyna@usarec.army.mil, or visit
healthcare.goarmy.com/info/mchpsp1.
©2009. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.
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Top Five Vanderbilt
Recruitments of 2009

by david shochat
Sports Reporter

Coming off of Vanderbilt’s best season in decades and first bowl win since 1955, the incoming football recruiting class is by far the best in Commodore history.
With such depth in the class, choosing a top five was no easy task, but these players are the best of 2009 when looking at their other offers, instant impact for
the program and overall talent. Check out InsideVandy.com for a podcast discussing the class. Photos of the players are courtesy of Rivals.com and Scout.com.

Recruiting ends
with 17 new
Commodores
by Mike Kranzler

1.

Sports Reporter

Name

Wesley Johnson

Size

6 feet 5 inches 248 lbs

40-yard dash

5.03

School

Montgomery Bell Academy (Nashville,TN)

Position

Offensive tackle

Why you should be excited he is a Commodore: Great programs are built in the trenches, so getting a lineman of Johnson’s caliber is huge
for Vanderbilt. Johnson is a local guy who chose Vanderbilt over offers from Auburn, Duke, Georgia Tech and Kentucky. While he needs to
gain some weight, Johnson’s technique is great for a young prospect, and he has great feet and agility. If Johnson were 30 to 40 pounds
heavier, he would probably have been one of the top linemen in the southeast. Rivals.com rated Wesley as the 28th-best offensive tackle
prospect in the country and the seventh-best player in Tennessee.

2.

Name

Brady Brown

Size

6 feet 5 inches, 200 lbs

40-yard dash

4.55

School

Argyle (Argyle,TX)

Position

Wide receiver

Why you should be excited he is a Commodore: There aren’t many wide receivers in the country with Brown’s size and speed.
Brown should see playing time next year for the Commodores, especially in the red zone. He has great hands, good agility and runs
exceptionally well for his size. Look for Brown to be a key addition to a greatly upgraded wide receiving corps next season for the
Commodores, as Brown will accompany Terrance Jeffers, John Cole and Jamie Graham. Brown chose Vanderbilt over offers from
Kansas, Nebraska, Stanford, Auburn, Virginia, Duke, Iowa and Purdue. Rivals.com rates Brown as the 58th-best wide receiver in the
country and the 61st-best player in Texas.

3.

Name

Trey Wilson

Size

5 feet 11 inches, 182 pounds

40-yard dash

4.4

School

Evangel Christian Academy (Shreveport,LA)

Position

Cornerback

Why you should be excited he is a Commodore: With the departure of D.J. Moore to the NFL draft, as well as Reshard Langford
and Jared Fagan to graduation, defensive backs were one of the top priorities for the Vanderbilt staff. Wilson is a player who will be
asked to come in and play right away next year. He should compete with Casey Hayward to replace Moore and will at least be on
the two-deep. Wilson chose Vanderbilt over offers from Stanford, Northwestern, Texas Christian University and Nebraska. Rivals.com
rates Wilson the 50th-best corner in the nation and the 25th-best player in the state of Louisiana.

4.

Name

Wesley Tate

Size

6 feet 2 inches, 210 pounds

40-yard dash

4.5

School

Pope John Paul II (Henderson, TN)

Position

Running back

Why you should be excited he is a Commodore: Tate is the younger brother of former Vanderbilt target Golden Tate, who now
stars at wide receiver for Notre Dame. Tate gives Vanderbilt a running back with a combination of size, strength, speed and agility. He
should see playing time next year as a complement to Jared Hawkins. Tate chose Vanderbilt over offers from Georgia Tech, Stanford,
Purdue and strong interest from Notre Dame. While Rivals.com only rates him as the 70th-best running back in the country, Tate
should be a very solid contributor for the Commodores for years to come.

5.

Name

Warren Norman

Size

5 feet 10 inches, 188 pounds

40-yard dash

4.4

School

Chamblee (Stone Mountain, GA)

Position

Running back

Why you should be excited he is a Commodore: Norman like Tate should help Vanderbilt’s struggling offense sooner than later.
Norman is a home-run-hitting running back who can break the big play. He is very strong and fast for his size and could even
play wide receiver or defensive back for the Commodores if needed. Norman chose Vanderbilt over an offer from Georgia Tech
and interest from some other major Southeastern Conference programs. According to Rivals.com, he is the country’s 36th-best allpurpose back and was rated the 56th-best player in the state of Georgia.

scout.com

rivals.com

rivals.com

scout.com

As National Signing Day came to a close, Vanderbilt
coach Bobby Johnson announced his staff’s stellar
17-player recruiting class at a Wednesday afternoon
press conference at McGugin Athletic Center.
“It’s always a big day for football coaches,” Johnson
said. “It’s sort of the end of the process of bringing in
another freshman class, and we’re excited about the
class that we signed up today.”
Joining the fold in the fall will be wide receiver
Brady Brown; offensive linemen Mylon Brown,
Justin Cabbagestalk and Wesley Johnson; defensive
backs Eddie Foster, Jay Fullam, Javon Marshall,
Eric Samuels and Trey Wilson; quarterback Charlie
Goro; tight end Mason Johnston; defensive ends
Walker May and Thad McHaney; linebacker Blake
Southerland; and running backs Warren Norman,
Zac Stacy and Wesley Tate.
The only glaring omission from this class is
defensive tackle Darrius McMullin, who committed
to the Commodores in June but did not manage to
qualify academically.
“We’re looking for the best players, but those
players must have the ability to do the academics
here at Vanderbilt and stay in school,” Johnson said.
Looking at the numbers, it is evident some
positions were targeted much more heavily than
others.
“Defensive backs, offensive linemen and running
backs were high priorities for us,” Johnson said.
With the running backs especially, the coaching
staff feels confident they have found three great
players with the potential to contribute early.
“We probably didn’t need three tailbacks, but we
had the opportunity to sign three very good ones, so
we took advantage of it,” Johnson said.
Tate in particular will be an interesting player
to watch, as many insiders feel that the younger
brother of former Commodore target and current
Notre Dame star Golden Tate has the potential to be
an excellent featured back in Vanderbilt’s offensive
system.
The Commodores will also welcome a Parade
Magazine All-American in Goro, who led his team
to a state championship as a senior and also won a
state title in track as a junior.
“We didn’t know he was going to be that decorated,
to tell you the truth,” Johnson said. “It was a great
honor for him, but also a great honor for us to have a
recruit who was named to the Parade All-American
team.”
While this is Johnson’s highest-rated recruiting
class, according to the main scouting services, he
pays little attention to those rankings.
The Rivals and Scout networks rate recruits in
terms of stars, but it’s their potential for growth that’s
most important to Johnson.
“It’s how many stars we get out of them when they
get here,” he said. “I think all of them have five-star
(the highest ranking) capabilities.”
But Johnson is just relieved for the process to be
coming to a close for this recruiting cycle.
“I can’t tell you how many letters have been
written, and film has been watched, and games have
been attended, and it’s just a good feeling when you
put all that work in and you get a guy that you really
like,” he said. “We really like all of these guys.” ■

rivals.com

Vanderbilt Women’s tennis dominates at home
women fall
out of first
by alex helman

Sports Reporter

by david rutz
Sports Editor
No. 20 Vanderbilt fell out of first place in the
Southeastern Conference Thursday night with a 66-61
loss at Mississippi State.
The Commodores (17-6, 6-2), hampered by 27
turnovers, trailed nearly the entire game en route to their
fifth road loss and had their three-game winning streak
snapped.
After trailing by as many as 12 in the second half,
Vanderbilt took a brief 42-41 lead after a 3-pointer by
junior guard Lauren Lueders with 9:41 to play, capping
a 12-1 run.
The Bulldogs (17-6, 4-4) took the lead back on the next
possession with a pair of free throws and never trailed
after that. With the win, Mississippi State also snapped a
five-game losing streak against Vanderbilt.
Senior forward Christina Wirth led Vanderbilt with 16
points, while junior guard Merideth Marsh added 13.
Vanderbilt is on the road again Sunday against
Kentucky. The teams tip off at noon. ■

The No. 15 Vanderbilt women’s tennis
team secured another victory yesterday
against the Middle Tennessee State Blue
Raiders at home with a decisive 6-1
victory in match play.
Junior Catherine Newman defeated
MTSU’s Andrea Herrera by a large margin
(6-1, 6-1) at the No. 1 singles position.
“It feels good to be playing, because
I haven’t been playing for a couple of
weeks,” Newman said after the match.
She wasn’t the only one feeling good
Thursday, as the rest of the young
squad put on an impressive show.
Senior Courtney Ulery dominated in her
match, winning handily (6-2,6-2), while
freshmen Chelsea Preeg (6-3, 6-3) and
Heather Steinbauer (6-3, 6-1) also won in
straight sets. Coming from behind in her
first set, junior Hannah Blatt (6-4, 6-4)
fought hard to win to close out the night.
Vanderbilt’s sole loss of the day came by
way of an exciting tiebreaker between
freshman Erica Robertson and MTSU’s
Alexandra Dachos. It was Erica’s first
match as a Commodore.

“It was a little bit difficult,” Robertson
said. “It all comes down to executing.
It just didn’t happen the way I wanted
tonight.”
Despite the disappointing loss,
Robertson showed promise, and she
along with the rest of the team are looking
forward to building on yesterday’s
success.
“We’re good, we’re young,” Newman
said. “As the season goes on, we’re going
to get better and better. We’re a little
inexperienced with having four freshmen
on the team, but the more matches we
play, the better we’re going to be.”
Coach Geoff Macdonald agrees.
“I thought it was a great experience. It
was good for them to get a match under
their belts,” Macdonald said. “I thought
MTSU fought really well and (is) well
-coached.”
Vanderbilt goes to the National Team
Indoors next week before returning home
against Yale on Feb. 21.
“We’re going to work on conditioning,
and we’ve got a lot of these matches
videotaped, so early on you take players
and show them what they’re doing well
and what can be improved,” he said. ■

francis simpson / The Vanderbilt Hustler

Catherine Newman hits a backhand during her match against MTSU’s
Andrea Herrera Thursday. Newman routed Herrera in straight sets, 6-1, 6-1.
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conversation
with

MERIDETH MARSH
Sports Reporter

Vanderbilt Hustler: Looking at the remaining Southeastern
Conference schedule, how important are these last few
games leading into postseason play?
Merideth Marsh: Once you get into SEC play, you have to prepare
yourself for every game, no matter if it is home or away, in
order to play your best. Especially with us — how we were
picked preseason to win the SEC — we’ve gained the respect
of the other SEC schools, and we almost have a target on our
backs.
VH: Has the team’s current ranking of No. 20 in the AP National
poll affected your playing mentality?
MM: Every game we step out on the court and play, we have to
expect that there are opposing players that are going to have
the best games of their careers. We have to build off of our
strengths and go from there. We need to continue to work on
our weaknesses, while building momentum.
VH: You beat the then-No. 7 ranked Tennessee Vols at home in
early January. How did the outcome of that game affect the
team’s attitude and confidence?
MM: Looking at the Tennessee game, it was one of the best games
we’ve played. We were really hyped and excited to play them,
and we played great all around. It lets us know that we can
beat a really good team when we’re together. The Tennessee
game gave us a lot of confidence, and we know that we can

Commodores
notch second
straight win
by BRIAN LINHARES
Sports Reporter

At Memorial Gymnasium on
Thursday night, Alabama guard
Anthony Brock scored a careerhigh 15, hitting five of his six
attempts from beyond the arc.
“They had some guys have
career nights,” said Vanderbilt
coach Kevin Stallings.
But for the Crimson Tide, it
wasn’t enough.
Thanks to two critical free
throws by junior point guard
Jermaine Beal, Vanderbilt
emerged victorious for the
second straight contest, rallying
and then holding on to defeat
Alabama 79-74 and improving
its overall mark to 14-8, 3-5 in
the Southeastern Conference.
Sophomore A.J. Ogilvy and Beal
both scored a game-high 20
points to pace the Commodores.
Beal hit two free throws with
17.4 seconds remaining to put
Vanderbilt up by a safe margin
and the Commodores held
on from there. Vanderbilt had
missed its previous four free
throws but shot well from the
floor the entire game.
“(Vanderbilt) did a nice job
executing their offense, using
Ogilvy,” said Alabama coach
Phillip Pearson. “With Beal, we
did not get to the 3-point shooter
when we needed to.”
After a 14-14 start, Alabama
outscored Vanderbilt 29-23
to take a six-point lead into
intermission. The visiting Tide
shot 50 percent from the field in
the opening period and 4-7 from
long range.
A lay-up by Alabama forward
JaMychal Green extended the
lead to 47-40 two minutes into

the second half.
Over the next 11 minutes,
the Commodores outscored
Alabama 30-12 to take what
appeared to be a commanding
70-59 lead.
“The difference in the game
was the run Vanderbilt had early
in the second half,” Pearson said.
“We did a great job in the
second half of picking up our
intensity,” Ogilvy said.
Over the stretch, Beal added
11 points on the strength of three
made from beyond the arc. With
redshirt junior George Drake
out after suffering a hip injury in
Wednesday’s workout, the Texan
ensured the Commodores would
not miss a beat. He played all 40
minutes.
“I knew, since George wasn’t
playing, the rotation was going to
change,” Beal said.
Brock ensured his Tide would
not miss much, either, helping
Alabama nearly pull off a
stunning comeback. The junior
college transfer from Arkansas
combined with forward Anthony
Steele to hit four 3-pointers,
helping to bring Alabama within
striking range, 76-74, at the three
minute mark.
The Commodores held on
despite repeated close calls
by Alabama. Brock and Steele
failed to convert on several
opportunities.
“We cut it to a 2-point game,
but we didn’t get what we needed
to get,” Pearson said.
The Commodores conclude
the brief home stand with
Mississippi on Saturday at
noon, before they head east to
take on Bruce Pearl’s Tennessee
Volunteers in Knoxville on
Valentine’s Day. ■

MM: She’s been focusing on our mentality and staying focused.
There are two things that Coach always talks about: You can’t
coach hustle and you can’t coach effort. We’re not the biggest
team or the most talented team, but we’re going to beat
teams because of our effort and our hard work. We’ve been
trying to leave everything out on the court this season. When
we’re working together and playing with heart, no one’s
going to be able to beat us.

VH: With no SEC conference losses at
home to date this season, would you
say that the team has an advantage
when playing at Memorial?
MM: All of our losses have come on the road
except for one. We’re still in that transition,
trying to win on the road, it’s hard to win on
the road in conference games. We do have an
advantage playing at home. For me, Memorial
Gym is my favorite place to play out of any
gym I’ve ever played in.

VH: Would you pinpoint your greatest basketball strength
as more of a mental asset or a physical asset?
MM: I have pretty high basketball IQ; I understand the game a
lot like the coach does. I’m a fundamentally sound, old school
player. I try to outsmart my opponents, and I’ll do anything
that the team needs me to do.

VH: With a solid balance of upperclassmen and
underclassmen on this season’s squad, how is
the team able to work together?
MM: We only have two seniors on our team, and
we have a bunch of sophomores that play and
a bunch of juniors that play. We’ve all played
together for a while; we don’t expect teams
to look at us as a big threat. We still believe
that teams don’t respect us fully, despite our
ranking.

VH: From your freshman year to your junior year, how have
you noticed your role changing?
MM: My role on the team has really changed a lot since I’ve
come to Vanderbilt. I came in as a point guard, and now
I’m more of a shooting guard. I’ve had to learn how to lead
without the ball, and my teammates have supported me
while I’ve transitioned. I really enjoy the role that I play.

VH: How would you describe the team’s play overall this season?
MM: We still have a few kinks, but we’re doing a lot better with
our offense and defense. Our focus this year has really been
VH: What has coach (Melanie) Balcomb been
defense, and in the games where we’re doing really well, our
focusing on during practices and games late
into the season?
FRANCIS SIMPSON / The Vanderbilt Hustler offense is happening because of our defense. ■

Messaging
Phone Sale!
Spend less. Message more.

Plus, get a 10% student discount.
On monthly access on calling plans $39.99 or higher.

Samsung Gleam™
Compact music phone
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive

19

$

99

$69.99 2-yr. price – $50
mail-in rebate debit card.

LG enV® 2
Texting machine

Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive

OUR LOWEST PRICE!

49

$

99

BlackBerry® Pearl™
8130 Smartphone
Pocket powerhouse
$
99

19

Buy any phone $19.99 or higher

GET 3 FREE!

LG Voyager™
Sleek multitasker

Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive

79

$

99

$129.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate
debit card. Requires a Nationwide Plan.

BlackBerry Pearl 8130: $119.99 2-yr.
price – $100 mail-in rebate debit card.
Each requires a voice plan with email
feature, or email plan.

$99.99 2-yr. price – $50
mail-in rebate debit card.

All phones require new 2-yr. activation.

Get Unlimited Messaging to Anyone on Any Network in America.
On Nationwide Select Plans starting at $59.99 monthly access. With a new 1- or 2-yr. Agmt. (Activation fees, taxes & other charges apply.)*
Messaging not available everywhere in Nationwide Area.

Call more people. Use zero minutes.
Alltel is now part of Verizon Wireless, creating America’s Largest
Mobile to Mobile Calling Family. Over 80 million strong.

Call 1.888.VZW.4BIZ

Click verizonwireless.com/getdiscount

Visit any store

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES Open 7 days a week.
COLUMBIA 375 S. James Campbell Blvd.
931-381-0898
DICKSON 100 Lowe’s Dr. 615-446-2355
FRANKLIN 420 Cool Springs Blvd. 615-771-6448
Cool Springs Galleria 615-771-7971
GALLATIN 1152 Nashville Pike 615-452-7800

HENDERSONVILLE 223 Indian Lake Blvd.
615-822-1128
LEBANON 1424 W. Main St. 615-443-2355
MADISON 1915 Gallatin Pike 615-859-2355
MT. JULIET 401 S. Mt. Juliet Rd. 615-773-1900
Visit the Verizon Wireless
Store inside one of the area’s
Circuit City locations

MURFREESBORO 580 N. Thompson Ln.
615-896-2355
NASHVILLE 4044 Hillsboro Pike 615-385-1910
6800 Charlotte Pike 615-353-2112
SMYRNA 480 Sam Ridley Pkwy. W. 615-355-6560
BUSINESS CUSTOMERS

1-800-899-4249

*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 9.5% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/line/mo. & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888);
gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 6%–27% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35.
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A.J. Ogilvy (4) shoots over Alabama’s Justin Knox (40) at Memorial Gym Thursday night.
Ogilvy scored 20 points and grabbed 12 rebounds to help Vanderbilt to a 79-74 victory.
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Junior point guard Merideth Marsh has been a major spark for the 20th-ranked women’s basketball team, showing not only an
ability to beat defenders off the dribble but also to shoot impressively from long range. She spoke with the Vanderbilt Hustler
about the remainder of the schedule, her changing role as an upperclassman and how she’s an “old school” player.

beat really good teams when
we play at that level.

Interview by Meghan Rose

Friday, February 6, 2009

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line & other charges. Certain Alltel customers not joining
Verizon Wireless. Mobile to Mobile available to Verizon Wireless customers now; most Alltel customers Feb. 17, see alltel.com for updates & eligibility. Offers and coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere.
Device capabilities: Add’l charges & conditions apply. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Voyager is a trademark of Plantronics, Inc. used under license by Verizon Wireless. Limited-time offers.
While supplies last. Network details and coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. © 2009 Verizon Wireless.
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the back page
Hustler and Versus can be
read online at InsideVandy.com

Who sees this ad?

11,500 students
and many faculty/staff,
parents and alumni

Click the gold Hustler/Versus button
at the bottom right of the home page

SUDOKU: To solve, fill in the blanks so the
numbers 1-9 appear just once in each
horizontal row, vertical column and 3x3 box.
1/4/09 SOLUTIONS

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM

Feb. 6

brought to you by

CONTEST: East Side Scooters will be giving away one
Buddy 50 scooter (valued at $2,000) to one current
Vanderbilt undergraduate or graduate student. To enter, find
“Scamper the Scooter Squirrel,” who will be hidden in every
Vanderbilt Hustler and Vanderbilt Versus from now until Feb.
23, complete that issue’s entry form and turn it in. There are
two places where you can turn in entry forms: on The Wall
(11 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Wednesdays Feb. 11 & 18) or at East
Side Scooters (718 Gallatin Ave., from now until Feb. 24).
Entry forms received on The Wall count once, and entry forms
received at East Side Scooters count five times. Students can
only turn in entry forms for themselves and in person at East Side
Scooters. One entry form per issue date per student allowed.
The scooter will be given away on Wednesday Feb. 25, 2009.

____________________________________
Name
____________________________________
Vanderbilt e-mail address
____________________________________
Contact number
____________________________________
Page number Scamper the Scooter Squirrel was found on

VERSUS and THE VANDERBILT HUSTLER
are excited to announce your chance to

your very own

Buddy 50 Scooter
from East Side Scooters

(valued at $2,000) and a Scooter Safety Class (courtesy of LearnToRide.org)

1. Find Scamper the Scooter
Squirrel hidden somewhere in
this issue.

2. Fill out the entry form on
the back page of this issue.

HERE’S HOW:

3. Turn in the entry form either by dropping it
off on The Wall (11 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Wednesdays
Feb. 11 & 18) or anytime during business hours at
East Side Scooters (718 Gallatin Ave., from now
until Feb. 24). Entry forms received on The Wall
count once, and entry forms received at East Side
Scooters count ﬁve times.

The scooter will be given away on

Wednesday, February 25
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718 Gallatin Ave. • 226-1100 • www.eastsidescooters.com
Open Tuesday to Friday from 11-6 and Saturday from 11-4
LearnToRide.org

Over 35,000 unique visitors
and hundreds of thousands
of ad impressions each month.

