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Although Andrew Wilson 
graduated two years ago 
and is now embarking on a 
career in academic medicine, 
he maintains strong ties to 
Vanderbilt as a Young Alumni 
Trustee.

Wilson was elected to the 
Board of Trust as a senior 
and currently serves on the 
Audit and Academic Programs 
committees.

Wilson is in the process of 
completing an M.D./M.B.A. 
program at Baylor College of 
Medicine. 

“On my most ambitious days, 
I tell people I would like to be 
a dean of a medical school. 
… I will say, however, that 
my experience on the board 
has made it clearly evident 
how important business 
skills are to be a good doctor 
in a complicated healthcare 
system,” said Wilson.

Wilson will rotate through all 
of the committees throughout 
his four-year term. 

“It is a fantastic system in 
which we get to appreciate and 
contribute to the many aspects 
of the Vanderbilt community,” 
he said.

In addition to belonging to 
several honor societies, Wilson 
served as the treasurer for 
Alternative Spring Break, as vice 
president of the Interfraternity 
Council and was a member 
of Vanderbuddies, Vanderbilt 
Students Volunteering for 

Science and Squirrel Camp.
Wilson cites his involvement 

in Dance Marathon as one 
of his best experiences at 
Vanderbilt. 

“� ere’s something about 
having a conglomerate of 
willing volunteers (students 
and faculty) and even Video 
Game Vince from across the 
hall all having fun for a good 
cause,” he said. “It shows you 
the character and culture of 
our university.”

As a morale captain, Wilson 
said he had the excuse “to meet 
some of the most extraordinary 
people I didn’t see in my usual 
routine. I was also freakishly 
good at riding the mechanical 
bull.”

Wilson has some important 
advice for current students. 

“As old-fashioned as it 
sounds, make sure you write 
down important phone 
numbers and make copies 
of electronic documents. … 
Second, regardless of what any 
professor says, Wikipedia is a 
completely respectable source 
of information,” he said.

Most importantly, Wilson 
encourages students to “do 
what is right, even when you 
are tired, even when you don’t 
want to, even when it is the 
hard thing to do.” ■

BOT Member 
Andrew Wilson: From 
mechanical bull to 
medical school
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The Hustler’s project pro� ling
members of the Board of Trust
continues with Andrew Wilson.
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Commodore Nation is being urged to begin 
the mobilization for a trip to a postseason 
bowl appearance by the football team. 

Vanderbilt Athletics has partnered with 
Total Sports Travel, a company that has 
arranged travel packages and bowl game 
activities for Southeastern Conference 
teams for 24 years, to make bowl travel 
arrangements.

Fans and alumni are encouraged to start 
planning to attend the bowl game right 
now and to be prepared to act once the 
Commodores know where and when they 
will play.

Vanderbilt became bowl eligible by beating 
Kentucky last Saturday night in Lexington, 
Ky. 

“� e win over Kentucky to become bowl 
eligible was particularly special, and a bowl 
game is a great way to end your time here,” 
said senior Marty Pendleton. 

� e win practically guarantees a bowl berth, 
and a victory Saturday against the University 
of Tennessee or the following week at Wake 
Forest will make the Commodores a lock for 
the postseason.

It has been more than a quarter century 
since the black and gold visited a bowl, and 
many students are excited. 

“I’m very excited they made it this far, I 
knew it was possible,” said senior Cassaundra 
Carter. 

“I don’t care where it is, I’m going,” said 
senior Ashley Morgan. 

� ose who are interested should go to the 
Total Sports Travel Web site at

http://www.totalsportstravel.com to sign 
up for future information. � ere is no cost or 
obligation to sign up for information.

Information will continue to be updated as 
it comes available on the o�  cial Web site at

h t t p : / / w w w . v u c o m m o d o r e s . c o m /
bowlbandwagon. ■

Tara Welytok and VUCommodores.com 
contributed to this story. 

Athletics plans for bowl

by LAUREN KOENIG
News Contributor

by KOBI ANKUMAH
News Contributor

STAN JONES / VU Media Relations

Redshirt freshman Larry Smith, freshman Casey Hayward and junior Greg Billinger celebrate after Saturday’s 
victory over Kentucky. The Commodores are eligible for a bowl for the � rst time in over two decades.

VANDERBILT’S POSSIBLE BOWL BIDS

1. AT&T
COTTON BOWL CLASSIC
Dallas, TX
Jan. 2, 2009

2. PETROSUN
INDEPENDENCE BOWL
Shreveport, LA
Dec. 28, 2008

3. AUTOZONE LIBERTY BOWL
Memphis, TN
Jan. 2, 2009

4. GAYLORD HOTELS
MUSIC CITY BOWL
Nashville, TN
Dec. 31, 2009

5. PAPAJOHNS.COM BOWL
Birmingham, AL
Dec. 29, 2008

6. CHICK-FIL-A BOWL
Atlanta, GA
Dec. 31, 2008

7. ALLSTATE SUGAR BOWL
New Orleans, LA
Jan. 2, 2009

8. OUTBACK BOWL
Tampa, FL
Jan. 1, 2009

9. CAPITAL ONE BOWL
Orlando FL
Jan. 1, 2009

“Music City, U.S.A.” is a great 
place to live to catch live acts 
around town, but for a student 
illegally downloading music, it’s 
a di� erent story.

Last school year, 23 Vanderbilt 
students received subpoenas 
to answer for allegedly illegally 
downloading music. Since 2006, 
a total of 96 subpoenas have been 
served, according to Sal Ortega, 
Vanderbilt’s Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act expert.

� at’s pretty much the 
impetus for a new Commons 
seminar for � rst-year students.  
“Stealing In Music City” will give 
students a chance to formulate 
their own systems of a legal, 
cheap way of distributing digital 
music while having artists and 
labels compensated.

Director of the Music 

Library Holling Smith-Borne 
and Education and Outreach 
Librarian Sara Manus developed 
the class after the Recording 
Industry Association of America 
sued several college students 
(including Vanderbilt students) 
for illegally downloading music.

“� e impact that I would like 
to have on the students taking 
the course is to increase their 
ability to critically think about 
the issue of music copyright 
and for them to look at it from 
a variety of perspectives,” said 
Smith-Borne. “It’s easy to look at 
P2P (peer-to-peer) � le sharing 
from a consumer perspective but 
what about the music industry 
professional, or the artist, or the 
lyricist?”

First-year student Sarah Barr 
was attracted to the class for 
various reasons.

“I write and perform music, so 
I am fascinated with the entire 

music industry,” said Barr. “I’ve 
never had any experience with 
copyright laws or dealing with 
music from the piracy side so 
I came into this class to gain 
knowledge and to hear di� erent 
perspectives.”

� e class will also have a list 
of speakers a� ected by illegal 
downloading, such as Alice 
Randall, the only African-
American woman to ever 
write a No.1 country song; Tim 
Dubois, a Grammy nominated 
songwriter and clinical professor 
of management at the Owen 
Graduate School; and Randall 
Foster, licensing and business 
development manager of Naxos 
of America.

For more information, check 
out the Common Place Web site 
for a complete description of the 
class and class time. ■

Lily Chen contributed to this 
story.

1. Backup all data on your computer. Turn o�  
the power and unplug the cord.

2. Defrost, clean and unplug refrigerators.

3. Unplug all other appliances, including 
televisions and alarm clocks.

4. Set thermostat midway between “warm” 
and “cool” settings.

5. Move bed away from wall if directly below 
a window or next to a vent.

6. Remove � sh and clean out aquariums.

7. Take out the trash and recycling.

8. Do not leave belongings on the � oor, and 
move all valuables away from windows.

9. Close and lock your windows, leaving the 
blinds open.

10. Turn o�  all lights and lock the door,
taking the key with you.

Once a room has been 
vacated for break, residential 
sta�  members will complete 
safety inspections and check for 
potential hazards. No searches 
of rooms will be conducted, but 
any visible policy violations can 
be documented.

During break, maintenance 
sta�  and housekeeping 
personnel will be working in 
dorm rooms. � e beds must be 
moved away from air handling 
units, appliances and plumbing 
� xtures in order for work crews 
to easily access them. Blinds 
should be left open especially 
in ground level rooms, as VUPD 
will be making random checks 
to search for movement inside 
empty rooms. ■

AC ADEMICS

First-year seminar offers 
chance to stop music piracy

C AMPUS LIVING

Housing advises students 
before Thanksgiving Break

by KOBI ANKUMAH
News Contributor by ETHEL MICKEY

News Contributor

7. Take out the trash and recycling.

8. Do not leave belongings on the � oor, and 

9. Close and lock your windows, leaving the 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Big Jim Slade — The Rutledge

Nashville rockers and old friends Big Jim Slade are bringing their 

layered harmonies, big guitar riffs and catchy melodies to the 

Rutledge tonight. The quartet has been together for over a decade 

and promises a good show. ($5, 8 p.m., 18+)

Steeldrivers — Station Inn

The Steeldrivers are a bunch of soulful bluegrass musicians who 

released their self-titled debut album this past January. Come hear 

their modern blend of country, bluegrass and soul that Vince Gill 

has called “an incredible combination.” ($12, 9 p.m.,)

The Levees — Douglas Corner Cafe

Louisiana natives The Levees are known around Nashville for their 

energetic show, dynamic vocals and unique blend of southern 

gospel, blues, country and rock ’n’ roll. (Price TBA, 9 p.m.)

Zac Brown Band with Her and Kings Country — 

Exit/In

The Zac Brown Band is a pack of southern rockers hailing from 

Atlanta, whose quirky and skilled songwriting and layered 

bluegrass instrumentation and harmonies are sure to make for a 

dynamic show. ($10, 9 p.m.)

Justin Thompson — F. Scott’s Restaurant and Jazz  

Bar
Jazz/pop musician and winner of Nashville’s “Starving Artist 

Award,” Justin Thompson recently released “Brand New Same Old 

Obsessions,” an album full of original love songs that he penned 

and performed. (Free, 7:30 p.m.)

Carl Stewart and More — B.B. King’s Blues Club 

and Restaurant

Carl Stewart and the B.B. Kingsmen, a three piece jazz and blues 

band, will provide a relaxing soundtrack to your meal at one of 

the coolest restaurants downtown. ($5-10, 4:30 p.m., 152 Second 

Ave. North)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Vanderbilt Chamber Orchestra Concert — Blair 

School of Music

Robin Fountain will be conducting the Vanderbilt Chamber Orchestra 

as they play the world premiere of Pastoral concerto by Michael Alec 

Rose. Peter Sheppard Skaerved will be accompanying as the solo 

violinist. (Free, 8 p.m., 2400 Blakemore Ave.)

Gabriel Kelley and the Reins — Douglas Corner 

Cafe
Although they may describe themselves as “Alternative Folk,” 

Gabriel Kelley and the Reins go for a blend of modern country music 

and the lyrical sensibility of folk music. Lilly Hiatt, The Spring Tree 

and Producer’s Chair with Teddy Gentry will also be playing. (Free, 

8:30 p.m., 2106 A Eighth Ave. South)

The King Khan and BBQ Show — Exit/In

King Khan and BBQ (a.k.a. Mark Sultan) have been working together 

for years and have created a bit of a following for their crazy, messy 

punk sound. If you thought two men couldn’t make as much noise as 

fi ve men, prepare to be proved wrong. ($10, 9 p.m.) 

The Subdudes  — 3rd and Lindsley

These New Orleans natives play a mix of blues, Southern rock and 

a dash of Cajun music to create their own rapturous opus. Their 

recent album, “Miracle Mule,” was fi nally released after an eight-

year hiatus. ($20, 8 p.m.) 

Robert Earl Keen — Ryman Auditorium

Robert Earl Keen’s following spans many crowds – country fans, folk 

fans, college radio stations and alternative country fans. However 

his Texas brand of country will please anyone’s ears. ($30, 7:30 

p.m., 116 Fifth Ave. North)

Justin Rosolino CD release show — The Mercy 

Lounge 

Justin Rosolino is celebrating the release of his latest album, 

“Wonderlust.” He’s been on a bit of a hiatus since his last release in 

1999, but he’s come back only better and he brought friends like 

Dave Barnes, Matt Wertz and Matt Rollings. ($11, 9 p.m.) 

Gypsy Hombres — 12 South Taproom and Grill

The Gypsy Hombres play a rather eclectic set with jazz, swing 

and classic bluegrass and country tunes. Enjoy their high-energy 

performances all while enjoying great food and drinks. (Free, 8 

p.m., 2318 12th Ave. South)

PLACES TO GO, PEOPLE TO SEE

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21

The Storm Kings — 12 South Taproom and Grill

Influenced by artists ra
nging from Genesis to Miles Davis, The 

Storm Kings have a unique sound all their own. Experimental 

and progressive, The Storm Kings is a band for the modern music 

listener. (Free, 10 p.m., 2312 12th Ave. South)

Debbie Ritter — Bourbon Street Blues and 

Boogie Bar

Debbie Ritter and her jammin’ band, 4-40 Blues, put on a high-

energy show full of fire and passion. Her music spans traditional 

blues and contemporary R&B and jazz, with sound that is 

simultaneously eclectic and classic. (Tickets TBA, 9 p.m., 220 

Printer’s Alley)

Steve Leslie and friends — The Listening Room 

Cafe 
In support of his sophomore album “CORE,” Steve Leslie is 

bringing his talented guitar stylings to Nashvillle’s Listening Room 

Cafe. Steve has performed with artists in
cluding Bernie Worrell 

(of P-Funk), Stephanie Eulinberg (Kid Rock) and Al Pitrelli (Alice 

Cooper). (Tickets TBA, 9 p.m., 209 10th Ave. South)

Ruth McGinnis — Davis-Kidd Booksellers

Author and recording artist Ruth McGinnis works to inspire 

through her music, urging listeners to bring their aspirations to 

life. Her music with a message is influenced by both her musical 

training at Julliard and her many years of experience as a 

personal trainer and wellness professional.  (Free, 7 p.m., 2121 

Green Hills Village Drive)

Shelly Fairchild and The People with Stacie 

Collins featuring Caddle — 3rd and Lindsley

Shelly Fairchild released her first r
ecord with Columbia Records 

in May 2005. Having shared the stage with country favorites 

including Martina McBride, Rascal Flatts and Keith Urban, 

Fairchild is an artist to watch in the country scene. ($10, 7 

p.m.)

David Tanner and Honky Tonk-Arama — Robert’s 

Western World

Head to Robert’s Western World to see what all the hype is 

about. This authentic venue favors old-school country and a 

casual, friendly atmosphere. Artists performing include David 

Tanner and Honky Tonk-Arama, The Don Kelley Band, and Heath 

Haynes and 4 Ballers. (Free, 11 p.m., 416 Broadway)

The Regulars

THE RUTLEDGE

410 Fourth Ave. S. 37201

782-6858

MERCY LOUNGE/CANNERY 

BALLROOM

1 Cannery Row 37203

251-3020

BLUEBIRD CAFE

4104 Hillsboro Road 37215

383-1461

EXIT/IN

2208 Elliston Place 37203

321-3340

STATION INN

402 12th Ave. S. 37203

255-3307

THE BASEMENT

1604 Eighth Ave. S. 37203

254-1604

F. SCOTT’S RESTAURANT AND 

JAZZ BAR

2210 Crestmoor Road 37215

269-5861

SCHERMERHORN SYMPHONY 

CENTER

1 Symphony Place 37201

687-6500

3RD AND LINDSLEY

818 Third Ave. S. 37210

259-9891

CAFE COCO

210 Louise Ave. 37203

321-2626
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Saying Grace without it be-

ing awkward? See how on 

page 6. 

Seeking “Solace” 

from the new Bond? 

Keep looking on page 

3. 

Why you should know Santogold 

(check out page 4).

She’s doing more 

than singing duets 

with Will Ferrell in the 

bathroom. Check out 

our interview with 

the up-and-coming 

songstress on page 7.
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MORE THAN

70%
OF VU UNDERGRADS
reported NOT using  
tobacco in the last year.

*The Great American Smokeout is November 20. 

*
Alcohol, Tobacco

Office of

Other Drug Prevention

Big 3 carmakers beg for $25 billion as 
aid stalls in reluctant Congress
WASHINGTON (AP)—Detroit’s Big Three automakers pleaded with 
a reluctant Congress Tuesday for a $25 billion lifeline to save the 
once-proud titans of U.S. industry, pointedly warning of a national 
economic catastrophe should they collapse.

Millions of layoff s would follow their demise, they said, as 
damaging eff ects rippled across an already-faltering economy.

But the new rescue plan appeared stalled on Capitol Hill, 
opposed by the Bush administration and Republicans in Congress 
who don’t want to dip into the Treasury Department’s $700 billion 
fi nancial bailout program to come up with the $25 billion in loans.

“Our industry ... needs a bridge to span the fi nancial chasm that 
has opened up before us,” General Motors Corp. CEO Rick Wagoner 
told the Senate Banking Committee. He blamed the industry’s 
predicament not on management failures but on the deepening 
global fi nancial crisis.

And Robert Nardelli, CEO of Chrysler LLC, told the panel the 
bailout would be “the least costly alternative” when compared with 
damage from bankruptcy.

Ex-Clinton official Holder is Obama’s 
top choice for attorney general
WASHINGTON (AP)—Eric Holder, formerly second in charge at the 
Justice Department, is President-elect Barack Obama’s top choice 
to become attorney general, an Obama offi  cial and people close to 
the matter said Tuesday.

Holder’s selection would mark Obama’s fi rst step toward fi lling 
his Cabinet, and he would become the nation’s fi rst black attorney 
general if confi rmed by the Senate.

Obama would be putting a career prosecutor at the helm of a 
department beset by low morale and internal investigations. He 
has called on the Justice Department to be immune from political 
infl uence from Congress and the White House.

“Internally, there is a morale problem the likes of which I have 
never seen before,” Holder said in an interview late last year. 
“Externally, there is a crisis of confi dence that the nation has with 
regard to the department.”

A member of Obama’s foreign policy working group, Holder also 
would be called on to help close the Guantanamo Bay military 
prison, as Obama has promised to do, and prosecute terrorism 
suspects.

Aruba police pursue new evidence in 
Holloway case 3 years removed
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP)—A new witness has come forward in 
the 2005 disappearance of American teenager Natalee Holloway 
in Aruba, and prosecutors said Tuesday they are seeking more 
evidence against the only remaining suspect.

A woman told Dutch police this month that Joran van der Sloot 
confessed to her years ago that he was involved in Holloway’s 
disappearance, according to Ann Angela, a spokeswoman for the 
Aruba Prosecutors’ Offi  ce.

But the Dutch Caribbean island’s chief prosecutor said authorities 
still lack proof they need to convict Van der Sloot, who has been 
arrested twice and released for lack of evidence.

“After three years of investigating, it is very, very diffi  cult to fi nd 
that evidence,” prosecutor Hans Mos told The Associated Press. “We 
have to be realistic.”

Holloway, an 18-year-old from Mountain Brook, Alabama, was 
last seen in May 2005 leaving a bar in the Aruban capital Oranjestad 
with Van der Sloot on the fi nal night of a high school graduation 
trip to the island. Extensive searches have found no trace of her.

Ark. seizes 21 more children from 
evangelist’s group compound
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP)—State offi  cials on Tuesday took into protective 
custody 21 children associated with an evangelical group whose 
founder faces federal child sex charges.

The children, all younger than 18 and part of the Tony Alamo 
Christian Ministries, were taken while custody hearings were 
being held for six girls seized during a September raid of Alamo’s 
compound in Fouke, in southwest Arkansas. The court must decide 
whether the girls should be returned to their parents or remain in 
state care.

Authorities took three children into custody Tuesday at the 
courthouse in Texarkana, 130 miles southwest of Little Rock. Police 
seized the other 18 children from two vans during a traffi  c stop, 
said Julie Munsell, a spokeswoman for the state Department of 
Human Services. She said she didn’t know why the children were in 
the vans or where they were headed, and she declined to elaborate 
on the court order, which cites allegations of neglect and physical 
abuse as the reason for the seizures.

On Monday, a 14-year-old girl taken by the state during the 
September raid testifi ed that Alamo molested her, counted a 
number of young girls as his wives, and coached her and others to 
say they weren’t touched improperly or beaten.

Memphis soldier killed in Iraq 
helicopter crash near Mosul
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)—Two soldiers, including one from Tennessee, 
were killed when a U.S. military helicopter made a “hard landing” 
after hitting wires in the northern Iraqi city of Mosul.

The U.S. military said the OH-58 Kiowa Warrior helicopter went 
down at about 6:10 p.m. Saturday in the eastern part of the city. The 
military also said that “the incident appears to be combat-unrelated 
and there was no enemy contact in the area.”

Killed were Army Chief Warrant Offi  cer 3 Donald V. Clark, 37, 
of Memphis, Tenn., and Army Chief Warrant Offi  cer 2 Christian P. 
Humphreys, 28, of Fallon, Nev.

Both were assigned to the 6th Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regiment, 
Task Force 49, U.S. Army Alaska, Fort Wainwright, Alaska.

Army spokesman Lt. Col. Jonathan Allen told the Anchorage Daily 
News that Clark and Humphreys were the only two on board the 
helicopter and no one else was killed or injured. The Army did not 
say which of the two pilots was fl ying when the crash occurred.

Clark joined the Army in February 1992 and was assigned to Fort 
Wainwright in November 2006. Humphreys joined the Army in June 
1998 and was assigned to Fort Wainwright in April. Both deployed 
to Iraq in July, Allen said.

Including Clark, 89 service members from Tennessee have been 
killed in Iraq, according to an Associated Press count. Nine service 
members from Tennessee have been killed in Afghanistan.

OLIVER WOLFE / The Vanderbilt Hustler
The Blair School of Music put on its annual opera last weekend.  “Street Scene” garnered positive reviews over its weekend run.

‘STREET SCENE’ CAST BEGS FOR SPOTLIGHT

compiled by HANNAH TWILLMAN

The multitude of issues at work with the results of Prop 8, and the ensuing 
responses from both sides, really cannot be contained to just one statement, 
so let’s slice and dice on what everybody else is chatting up about it:

There was a protest rally in Nashville today, and Mike Warren attended (his 
report will be in next week’s Torch and online in a few days). Althouse have 
had lengthy discussions about Prop 8 regarding black voters and Mormons 
over the past few days. Ed Morrissey argues the black lists and attacks on the 
Mormons may not aid future referendums.

For more blog entries, go to InsideVandy.com

Prop 8: A few threads of discussion worth noting
Submitted by Katherine Miller on 11-15-08 at 5:01 p.m.

TODAY

HIGH 52, LOW 36
Sunny

THURSDAY

HIGH 47, LOW 28
Sunny
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Join your Junior Student Alumni Board for the

JUNIOR 
NETWORKING

LUNCH
Looking for a way to network that doesn’t involve 
suits and resumés? Connect with VU alumni and 

find out where your VU degree can take you. 
Attire is business casual. Attendance is limited, 

so reserve your spot now!

Sunday, December 7
1 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Maggiano’s on West End
Brought to you by your 2010 Student Alumni Board.

For your reservation or for information, contact Christina at
christina.m.barnes@vanderbilt.edu or 2-2044.

The
Vanderbilt

Hustler

‘Freakonomics’ author 
explores di� erent thinking

In a sold-out event, over 
800 students, faculty and 
members of the community 
gathered Tuesday night to hear 
journalist and author Stephen 
Dubner apply economic 
analysis to many unique social 
phenomenon. 

Dubner explored the 
“Hidden Side of Everything” 
as he shared stories from the 
anticipated sequel to his 
New York Times best-seller, 
“Freakonomics.” 

“It’s all about incentives and 
how people respond to them,” 
said Dubner throughout the 
night, as he explored several 
historical events. 

Using examples such as the 

decline in student test scores 
during the 20th century and 
hospitals’ concern of hand 
washing hygiene, Dubner 
reminded the audience that 
though behavior change is 
bene� cial to society, that type 
of change is the hardest to 
come by. 

Instead, Dubner reasoned 
that it was “technology that 
always came to solve those 
problems.” 

A journalist by trait, Dubner 
explained how he partnered 
with economist Steven Levitt in 
order to “tell stories” instead of 
explain economics in technical 
and erudite terms. 

“� e language of economics 
is sometimes bland and 
boring,” joked Dubner during 

his lecture. Instead, he relayed 
anecdotal references in order 
to explain concepts such as 
negative externalities and 
utility maximization. 

“We thought he would be 
a very interesting speaker for 
the university,” said senior 
Nick Williams, a member 
of the Vanderbilt Speakers 
Committee. “He also is in a 
good position, because of the 
economy, to talk to about real 
time events that are happening 
right now.” 

“Basically, he taught us 
to think outside the box if 
we want to enact change,” 
said sophomore Quentin 
Harmon. “Overall, it was a very 
interesting lecture.”■

AC ADEMICS

by JUDY WANG
Academics Specialist

Sketching it out

Senior Eli Branson sketches a costume design for a costuming class off ered through the theater 
department. Students can get hands-on experience in many diff erent aspects of theater production. 

OLIVER WOLFE / The Vanderbilt Hustler
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careers.bloomberg.com

THE INTERSECTION 
OF FINANCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY
Bloomberg is interviewing 
Financial Application Engineer
Bloomberg’s Research and Development department is seeking 
individuals with diverse backgrounds in engineering, mathematics 
and science to design and build the next generation of financial 
applications. Move the markets, join Bloomberg R&D.

INFO SESSIONS
Date: Thursday, November 20th, 2008
Session #1:  10:00am-12:00pm
Session #2:  3:30pm -5:30pm
Location:  Saratt 325

ON CAMPUS INTERVIEWS
Date: Friday, November 21st, 2008 8:30am-4:30pm
Location: Career Center
Apply via careerlink to be considered for an interview slot.

Bloomberg is a proud 
Equal Opportunity Employer.  
©2008 Bloomberg L.P.  
All rights reserved. 
31978445 1108



www.insidevandy.com      The Vanderbilt Hustler       Wednesday, November 19, 2008      5 

The Student Alumni Board serves to enrich YOUR experience at Vanderbilt 
through events which further class building and connecting with Vanderbilt alumni!

Be on the lookout for these events:

Sophomore Slam Dunk Tailgate 11/20
Admiral's Room in Memorial Gym 5:30-6:30pm

Junior Networking Lunch 12/7
More details to come!

Congratulations to the recently selected
Class of 2012 Student Alumni Board!

President
Meghana Chalasani

Committee Members
John Chen

Tim Duckworth
Cherie Fathy

Kristen McCabe

Tessa McLain
Travis Meyer

Mary Lamar Washburne
Alison Weiner

In accordance with Vanderbilt 
Student Government Executive 
Vice President Wyatt Smith’s 
Letter to the Editor, plans for a 
transformation of OASIS are in 
place.

According to Smith, changes to 
OASIS have been proposed and 
have been debated since former 
VSG President Cara Bilotta was 
in o�  ce. Bilotta had met with 
the consulting � rm hired by the 
O�  ce of the Provost in order 
to relay students’ feedback on 
what features they wanted to be 
included in OASIS. 

“Students have voiced desires 
for drop-down menus of courses, 
search by professor functions, a 
more workable and easy to use 

interface. All of these things are 
going to come with some time,” 
said Smith.

As Smith explained, OASIS is 
interconnected with many other 
databases, research systems 
and developmental computer 
programs around campus 
much like a maze. In order to 
completely replace OASIS, a 
new system would need to be 
able to link into this maze, and 
whatever system is used must 
be custom built for Vanderbilt.

“As of now, we’ve moved 
beyond just getting feedback. 
� e step right now is that a 
replacement system is being 
designed in a custom way for 
the university,” Smith said. “It’s 
an update that’s planned but 
not yet scheduled.” 

In addition, the O�  ce of the 

Provost has also hired Director 
of Enrollment Management and 
Information Systems Lori Shipley 
to supervise the implementation 
and development of the new 
system. 

“It’s good to see that the 
administration is � nally 
prioritizing OASIS reform by 
getting a project manager 
working full-time on a new 
course registration,” said VSG 
President Joseph Williams. “� e 
level of communication between 
administration o�  ces and the 
student voice has been good, 
and they’re asking us at all levels 
what things we want improved. 
Although we understand it is a 
long process due to IT systems, 
we’re looking forward to a new 
system being implemented as 
soon as possible.” ■

LEADERSHIP

OASIS changes in 
beginning stages

by LILY CHEN
Leadership Specialist

Blair School
of Music:

Training the 
next Yo-Yo Ma at 

Vanderbilt?
Freshman Blake Johnson practices the cello at 
Blair on Tuesday. The school off ers classes and 
lessons for a variety of instruments, even for 
non-Blair students.

OLIVER WOLFE / The Vanderbilt Hustler
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CHECK OUT
www.InsideVandy.com
InsideVandy 
is Vanderbilt’s 
online student 
news source.
Here you will find breaking news 

from around campus delivered in a 

variety of formats including videos, 

slideshows and podcasts, all powered 

by The Vanderbilt Hustler. Stop by 

www.InsideVandy.com often to keep 

in touch with what’s going on in the 

Vanderbilt community.
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The Vanderbilt Student Communications Board of Directors is seeking applications 
for the following Student Media Leadership positions:

 The Vanderbilt Hustler/InsideVandy.com
Division Head (Spring 2009 Academic Semester)

Versus
Division Head (Spring 2009 Academic Semester)

Applications are due Thursday, December 4 at Noon.
Division Head Applications are available at www.vscmedia.org

Elections will be held during the VSC Board of Directors meeting at 
3 p.m., Monday, December 8 in Sarratt 189.

Elections 
Spring 2009 Student Media Leader Elections

2214 Elliston Place (1 Block from Campus) 615.321.8828

www.HotYogaNashville.com

COOLEST THING IN FITNESS!

Work for
the hustler

Call:
615.322.2424

stop by:
sarratt 130

e-mail:
michael.r.warren@vanderbilt.edu

This week, members of 
Zeta Beta Tau fraternity 
began their fall philanthropy 
event, “Get on the Ball.”  

The event entails 
rolling a 6-foot beach ball 
throughout the campus 
while getting as many 
people as possible sign it. 
With each signature, local 
businesses, friends and 
families have pledged to 
donate a few cents. Students 
are also welcome to donate 
money to the change jar. 

At the end of the week, 

Zeta Beta Tau will give 100 
percent of the proceeds 
to the Monroe Carell Jr. 
Children’s Hospital located 
at Vanderbilt Medical 
Center. 

“Get on the Ball” has been 
in existence for three years 
and has seen remarkable 
results. 

“Our success is due to all 
the brothers who volunteer 
a few hours of their time 
to roll the ball around 
campus,” said Community 
Service and Philanthropy 
Chair junior Nick Williams. 
“Last year, we raised 
roughly $2,380 from nearly 
5,000 signatures.” 

The gigantic ball can be 
found on the Wall. However, 
Zeta Beta Tau will also 
bring it to various places 
on campus and to the 
basketball games tonight 
and Thursday night. ■

greek scene

Zeta Beta Tau rolls into philanthropy
Children’s 
Hospital aided 
by fraternity’s 
annual project

oliver wolfe / The vanderbilt Hustler
Sophomore Nate Horadam signs ZBT’s Children Hospital ball on Monday.  for every signature on the ball, money would be donated to vanderbilt University’s Children’s Hospital.

by kelly joNes
News Contributor



OPINION POLIC Y

ADDITIONAL CONTAC TS

CORREC TION POLIC Y
Accuracy is our profession. As the “Voice of Vanderbilt,” we are committed 

to ensuring our work is fair and accurate. Errors of substance will be cor-
rected. With very rare exception, these corrections will be listed on Page 2.

Bring corrections to the Hustler offi  ce in Sarratt 130 or e-mail us at editor@
vanderbilthustler.com. You may also report them by telephone to the news line 
at (615) 322-2424.

The Vanderbilt Hustler opinion page aims to stimulate discussion in the 
Vanderbilt community. In that spirit, columnists, guest columnists and authors of 
letters to the editor are expected to provide logical argument to back their views. 
Unreasonable arguments, arguments in bad faith or arguments in vain between 
columnists have no place in the Hustler and will not be published. The Hustler 
welcomes reader viewpoints and off ers three methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on InsideVandy.com.

Letters must be submitted either in person by the author to the Hustler offi  ce 
or via e-mail to opinion.vanderbilt@gmail.com. Letters via e-mail must come from 

a Vanderbilt e-mail address where the identity of the sender is clear. With rare 
exception, all letters must be received by 1 p.m. on Tuesday, Thursday or Sunday. 
The editor reserves the right to edit and condense submissions for length as well 
as clarity.

Lengthy letters that focus on an issue aff ecting students might be considered 
for a guest column at the editor’s discretion.

All submissions become the property of the Hustler and must conform to the 
legal standards of Vanderbilt Student Communications, of which the Hustler is a 
division.

OPINION
EDITORIAL

Your voice doesn’t stop here. 
The Vanderbilt Hustler encourages
its readers to voice their opinions on
legislative issues. The following  stu-
dents and legislators represent
the Vanderbilt community.

President Joseph Williams
Vanderbilt Student Government
5009 Station B
joseph.williams@vanderbilt.edu
Sarratt 355
(615) 322-8742

U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-4944
(615) 736-5129

U.S. Sen. Bob Corker
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3344
(615) 279-9488

Rep. Jim Cooper
U.S. House of Rep.
Washington, DC 20515
(202) 225-4311
(615) 736-5295

Rep. Brenda Gilmore
Tenn. District 54
P.O. Box 281934
Nashville, TN 37228
(615) 876-3665

Sen. Douglas Henry Jr.
Tenn. District 21
11 Legislative Plaza
Nashville, TN 37243-0021
(615) 741-2380

Councilmember Keith Durbin
Metro District 18
1704 Sweetbriar Avenue
Nashville, TN 37212
(615) 673-4210
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� e holiday season is just around the corner. 
Symptoms are popping up all around us. Stores, 
in the eagerness to atone for several months 
of a tanking economy, have pulled out all the 
stops and are already sucking in consumers left 
and right with shiny red and green colors. 

If there’s one thing that makes the bitterly 
cold days that start while it’s still dark a little 
more bearable, it’s some seasonal decorations. 
And let’s be honest, we could all use a little bit 
of a pick-me-up these days. All the girls on 
campus have just enjoyed their � rst full day 
of continual judgment shrouded by doubt 
and insecurity this past weekend. Apparently, 
according to some Hustler sorority advice, 
if your collective out� t is under $500, then 
you’re not � t for any self-respecting group of 
super� cial friends. 

After a highly divisive election stretch, 
we need something to bond over, like 
� anksgiving. � anksgiving is the culmination 
of the American spirit: football, gluttonous 
eating and oppression of native minorities. 
But the true satisfaction of � anksgiving 
comes from not having to give gifts. You know 
the time for that is right around the corner, 
and it’s more than likely around that time I’ll 
have another pointless article about “good gift 
ideas,” which would in reality equate to the gift 
of teenage pregnancy. But for now, the focus is 
just on gathering around family, spending time 
together and passing out in the afternoon. Few 
times can match the nationwide family focus of 
� anksgiving and Christmas. 

I feel tradition and holiday ritual are vital 
during these times: � ere’s no need to tamper 
with perfection. If your family doesn’t have 
strong traditions, then I imagine this is very 
depressing. I would suggest it is time to take 
matters into your own hands: try starting up 
some of 
your own 
t r a d i t i o n s 
that are not 
too intricate 
but are at the 
same time 
unique. For 
e x a m p l e , 
do a turkey 
t r e a s u r e
hunt, where 
bits of the 
turkey are 
h i d d e n
throughout 
various nooks of the house. It makes the meal 
that much more ful� lling when you eat it o�  the 
� oor. Alternatively, instead of eating pumpkin 
pie or helping a charity, try throwing pies at the 
homeless. Or you could just � nd a new family 
that knows how to be American. � e beauty of 
tradition is there are no surprises. Everyone has 
been assigned an understood role. Each girl 
has her own special � anksgiving or Christmas 
dish she is responsible for cooking and each 
guy has his own chair, bean bag or couch he 
must guard and occupy for the duration of 
the day. Another trait that adds to the glory of 
� anksgiving is that despite the di�  culty of 
leaving vacation behind, there are only a few 
weeks of agonizingly stressful study before the 
next mini-vacation begins. 

So gather up some courage and throw out 
the pumpkin that has caused bacteria to begin 
spreading over your carpet and start trying to 
� nd out what in the world a cornucopia looks 
like and why anyone would get one. 

—Justin Poythress is a senior in Peabody 
College. He can be reached at j.poythress@
vanderbilt.edu.

J U S T I N  P O Y T H R E S S
Columnist

Spreading 
holiday 
cheer

To the Editor:
I recall my freshman year as a proud Stape 2 

resident, witnessing the 30 or so women on my 
hall anxiously running in and out of the bathroom 
where there was better lighting to view the � nal 
product of their make up and even I felt the anxiety 
of ensuring that your 
out� t was unique, stylish 
and expensive from head 
to toe. For almost a week, 
I was forced to hear 
the women on my hall 
complain over and over 
about their uncertainty of 
their out� ts before they 
stepped out onto Greek 
Row to make their rounds. 
It was then that I initially 
witnessed the underlying 
super� cialities that 
exist within the rush 
process, and my mind was further molded when 
I heard various horror stories from the rushees 
themselves, which I will not repeat for I was not 
personally there to witness these stories unfold. 
It was not until I read, “ … despite what Greek 
Life is telling you, it does matter what you wear,” 
and the recommendation to “ … pick out the 
most expensive pair of jeans that you own, or at 
least the most recognizable brand” in this past 
Friday’s Hustler that I realized how blatantly true 
these stories of the rush process were and shook 
my head that this was publicly admitted in our 
campus newspaper as if it was OK rather than 
shameful.

My sorority prides itself on the character 
of its women and what she can bring to our 
organization and how she can better our chapter. 
Daddy’s income or the latest Citizen’s or Rock and 
Republic jeans she may be donning will neither 
work tirelessly to raise money for the chapter’s 

philanthropy, develop a 
substantial program that 
will bene� t the Vanderbilt 
community nor will they 
represent your sorority with 
dignity. Instead, it is the 
woman wearing the designer 
clothing who is so focused 
who will. It is disappointing 
and disheartening as a Greek 
member that as we encroach 
on 2009, women continue 
to judge one another on 
super� cial intangibles that 
do not, I will repeat, do not 

matter. It is those who deem these super� cial 
intangibles as an important factor who continue 
to make them matter.

I encourage women to evaluate what is 
important. By focusing on “the most recognizable 
brand” of jeans she may own, you will blind 
yourself from focusing on the most hardworking, 
ambitious brand of person who will better 
your chapter, Greek Life and the Vanderbilt 
community. 

Brittany Simmons
Junior
College of Arts and Science

There’s more to it

Vanderbilt Dining and Rand Dining Center have 
perhaps realized their greatest achievement.

� e Tuesday dinner menu of tortellini and salad 
bar, colloquially known as “Tortellini Tuesday,” 
has transformed Rand dinner into a weekly 
phenomenon. Students from all parts of campus, 
including freshmen tired 
of Commons Center fare, 
make their way toward 
Rand for the hot Italian 
treat of a meal.

� ere are, of course, 
some setbacks. Even 
when four stations are 
open, lines are long and 
move relatively slowly. 
� ose students old 
enough to remember 
Cohen’s pasta nights on 
Peabody campus will be 
quick to note that Rand has less variety in meat 
choices. � e to-go containers are often too � imsy 
for such a substantial dish.

Nevertheless, the crowds of diners speak for 
themselves. � e magnitude of students who 
are willing to stand in long lines for a taste 
of some uncommon dining hall food clearly 
indicates that Tortellini Tuesday is a winner. � e 
employees cooking behind the glass are patient 
and professional. � e weekly schedule ensures 
the good eats do not become redundant (as many 
argue even the best of the Commons food can 
become).

Most importantly, however, is that the food itself 

is great. � e marinara and alfredo sauces, chopped 
chicken and garlic options, and the seemingly 
endless amounts of tasty tortellini means that 
dinner at Rand is back again.

� e problem with dinner on campus in the past 
has been the lack of what brings students together 

at lunchtime. With Rand as 
a central place on campus, 
students and faculty often 
gather for lunch meetings or 
just to enjoy a break during 
the day. Discussions of all 
di� erent topics between all 
sorts of students occur. � e 
transformation of Rand, with 
the addition of Chef James 
Bistro and other restaurants, 
has only enhanced the dining 
hall as a place of social and 
intellectual interaction. � e 

Commons Center provides another of these places, 
particularly for Peabody students and freshmen, 
and a new, exciting dinner menu has translated 
that success to the evening hours as well.

Tortellini Tuesdays has been a part of making 
Rand cool for dinner again, perhaps if only for 
Tuesdays. Still, this means more students, rather 
than heading o�  to other quality, if decentralized, 
restaurants for dinner, are coming to eat in a 
place that, by its very location, fosters community 
involvement. � is is an aspect of living at 
Vanderbilt (and not just on � e Commons) we 
can all hope to make better in the coming years. 
— Michael Warren

Tortellini Tuesday 
dinners at Rand rule

As the year progresses, the days get shorter 
and the temperature begins to drop. Some 
people describe it as wonderful — they claim 
to enjoy the seasons. I, however, do not. I, by 
nature, resist change, but sometimes even my 
whims must be subdued for the greater good.

� ese days we all seem to be caught up in 
such an elusive concept of the necessity of 
change. “Yes we can” has shifted from a slogan 
to mantra; people who barely exercise are 
now hell-bent on marching in protest. Protest 
what? At this point, it hardly matters, but does 
it really serve the greater good as it purports? 
� at is to say, does change in general entail 
an improvement in the human condition? Of 
course, it is incorrect to say change necessitates 
anything more than change; it is optimistic, if 
not foolish to expect much else.

� at’s the primary ideological con� ict of 
our time: change versus the status quo. � is 
con� ict has become mired in its own self-
righteous intent, failing to form any sensible 
kind of dialectic synthesis. Furthermore, as 
long thought is striated on class boundaries, it 
seems unlikely any kind of signi� cant, lasting 
agreement will be made. It would tragic if it 
was not intentional — we have chosen to bury 
ourselves through our own vanity.

It’s rather simple. Di� erences over various 
types of policy have risen frequently through 
the course of history — both in remote past 
as well as in signi� cantly more recent times. 
Normally, there is a discussion, congressional 
debates and the ilk, but now being in opposition 
has become synonymous with being unethical, 
immoral or unintelligent. � ese ad hominem 
arguments are what make any discourse 
di�  cult, if not impossible.

I would not argue for homogeneity. People 
should maintain their political and corporate 
a�  liations; they serve a purpose in their 
own right. � ose who live in rural counties 
and urban centers will have opposing 
views. It’s natural. Furthermore, di� erences 
in thought generate new ideas through 
the aforementioned ideological con� ict. 
Homogeneity, in other words, would decimate 
the rise of modern thought. An outcome that 
would be best avoided, though in the current 
social atmosphere, it might be postulated as 
a positive end. � at’s the crux of the problem: 
Di� erences are now sought out and eliminated 
instead of being accepted.

� is leaves the question as to how this 
synthesis can be accomplished. As of now, the 
current two-party system de� es any form of 
acceptance. It is more e�  cacious to remove 
the theorized enemy than compromise. 
Admittedly, compromise at times is necessary, 
but rarely is it seriously desired. Both John 
McCain and Barack Obama talked about their 
ability to reach across the aisle, but this is more 
a statement of pragmatism than any interest in 
adaptation. Now that Democrats have assumed 
a non-negligible majority in Congress, what 
little hopes for an understanding have been 
dashed. Liberals have hailed this as an 
important breakthrough, while conservatives 
have lamented what they see as a threat to their 
ideals.

� is is pure madness. It is unreasonable to 
assume your viewpoint will survive. In fact, it 
is dangerous even to believe it should. Beliefs 
are not � xed intangible entities, they are meant 
to change, evolve and eventually adapt to the 
present reality. No matter the social inertia, 
things will change, hopefully for the better.

—� omas Shattuck is a sophomore in the 
School of Engineering. He can be reached at 
thomas.w.shattuck@vanderbilt.edu

T H O M A S  S H AT T U C K
Opinion Editor

Differing 
views are 
necessary

If your family 
doesn’t have strong 
traditions, then I 
imagine this is very 
depressing. I would 
suggest it is time to 
take matters into 
your own hands. 

The magnitude of students 
who are willing to stand in 
long lines for a taste of some 
uncommon dining hall food 
clearly indicates that Tortelli-
ni Tuesday is a winner. 

It is disappointing and dis-
heartening as a Greek mem-
ber that as we encroach on 
2009, women continue to 
judge one another on super-
fi cial intangibles that do not, 
I will repeat, do not matter. 

Annoyed? Need to rant? 
Have an issue you’d like to 

voice your opinion on?

Email the Opinion Page at 
opinion.vanderbilt@gmail.com
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Hustler and Versus can be
read online at InsideVandy.com

Click the gold Hustler/Versus button
at the bottom right of the home page

WHO SEES THIS AD?

11,500 STUDENTS 
and many faculty/staff, 

parents and alumni

Gear up  
for game day
WITH V CAST MUSIC, RINGBACK TONES & MORE. 

NEW!
Motorola Rapture™ VU30
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive
Vanishing touch-sensitive 
external controls
> NEW! Dashboard capable — scroll 

through your favorite multimedia links!

> External music controls

$9999
$149.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

NEW!
Motorola Krave™ ZN4
Verizon Wireless 3G Exclusive
Our first 3G touch-screen flip
> NEW! Visual Voice Mail 

>  Get V CAST Music with Rhapsody 
(subscription, wireless and PC downloads)

$14999
$199.99 2-yr. price – $50 mail-in rebate debit card.

Official Wireless Provider  
of Vanderbilt Athletics

ANTIOCH 5325 Hickory Hollow Ln. 615-731-1055
BRENTWOOD Maryland Farms 615-832-2355
COLUMBIA 375 S. James Campbell Blvd.

931-381-0898
DICKSON 100 Lowe’s Dr. 615-446-2355
FRANKLIN 420 Cool Springs Blvd. 615-771-6448

Cool Springs Galleria 615-771-7971

GALLATIN 1152 Nashville Pike 615-452-7800
HENDERSONVILLE 223 Indian Lake Blvd.

615-822-1128
LEBANON 1424 W. Main St. 615-443-2355
MADISON 1915 Gallatin Pike 615-859-2355
MT. JULIET 401 S. Mt. Juliet Rd. 615-773-1900

MURFREESBORO 580 N. Thompson Ln.
615-896-2355

NASHVILLE 4044 Hillsboro Pike 615-385-1910
NEW!  6800 Charlotte Pike 615-353-2112
SMYRNA 480 Sam Ridley Pkwy. W. 615-355-6560

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES Open 7 days a week. Technicians available at select locations.

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS 
1-800-899-4249

Visit the Verizon Wireless  
Store inside one of the area’s  
Circuit City locations

Call 1.888.VZW.4BIZ (899.4249)     Click verizonwireless.com/getdiscount      Visit any store

*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of  11.4% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 85¢ Administrative/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 
1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 6% - 27% to your bill.  Activation fee/line: $35.

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee, and other charges. Device capabilities:  Add’l charges & conditions apply. 
V CAST phone & add’l charges req’d for V CAST service.  Offers & coverage, varying by service, not available everywhere. Network details & coverage maps at vzw.com. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 wks & expires in 12 
months. © 2008 Verizon Wireless  GUG

Switch to America’s Most Reliable Wireless Network.®

Plus, get a 10% student and 19% faculty and staff discount.
On monthly access on calling plans $39.99 or higher.

Tomorrow night
in The Commons, 6-8 p.m.
FREE LIVE MUSIC AND FOOD!

Nashville in Our Living Room
p r e s e n t s

butterfly boucher
andCody Bender

11/17/08 SolutioNS

11/17/08 SolutioNS

SuDoKu: to solve, fill in the 
blanks so the numbers 1-9 
appear just once in each 
horizontal row, vertical 
column and 3x3 box.

CRoSSWoRD
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SEC POWER RANKINGS
Compiled by Geo�  Hutchinson

1. Florida 
9-1 (7-1 SEC) 
The Gators have been 
playing like the best team 
in the nation and get the 
chance to back up this 
statement against Ala-
bama in the Southeastern 
Conference Championship 
in three weeks.

2. Alabama 
11-0 (7-0)
Alabama’s great defense 
and special teams domi-
nated Mississippi State 
Saturday night. Next on 
the line for the Tide is end-
ing the six-game losing 
streak to rival Auburn.

3. Georgia 
9-2 (6-2)
The Bulldogs have been 
looking like a rather aver-
age team recently, as they 
barely defeated Kentucky 
and Auburn the past 
couple of weeks.

4. LSU 
7-3 (3-3)
It took 37 unanswered 
points in the second half 
for the Tigers to put away 
lowly Troy at home on 
Saturday.

5. Vanderbilt 
6-4 (4-3)
It took 26 years, but the 
Commodores are � nally 
bowl eligible. Now, the 
team needs to � nish o�  
the season strongly to 
improve their postseason 
bowl game.

6. Ole Miss 
6-4 (3-3)
The Rebels are bowl eli-
gible and are on a roll right 
now as they have won 
their last three games. 
Plus, they  were the team 
that handed Florida its 
only loss.

7. South Carolina 
7-4 (4-4)
The Gamecocks were the 
latest victims of the Gators 
with their 56-6 loss to 
Florida in The Swamp on 
Saturday, the worst loss 
of coach Steve Spurrier’s 
storied career.

8. Kentucky 
6-5 (2-5)
The Wildcats have a bye 
this weekend before 
they go to Tennessee on 
Phil Fulmer Appreciation 
Day and try to beat the 
Volunteers for the � rst 
time since 1984.

9. Arkansas 
4-6 (1-5)
The Razorbacks have 
played much better lately 
compared to the start of 
the season. However, they 
must win their last two 
games to � nish the season 
bowl eligible, which is a 
pretty tall order.

10. Auburn 
5-6 (2-5)
Auburn’s o� ense has 
improved of late. However, 
its chance for postseason 
play comes down to a 
showdown in the Iron 
Bowl against undefeated 
rival Alabama, and a win 
doesn’t seem too likely for 
War Eagle.

11. Mississippi State 
3-7 (1-5)
The Bulldogs have 
regressed this year after 
being the surprise team of 
the conference last season. 

12. Tennessee 
3-7 (1-5)
Things are going so badly 
for the Volunteers that 
they are slashing free food 
vouchers for their ushers. 
The question is, will they 
show up to play against 
Vanderbilt on Saturday?

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Vanderbilt vs. Eastern Kentucky

The No. 12 Vanderbilt women’s basket-
ball team plays tonight in Memorial 

Gymnasium at 7 p.m. against Eastern 
Kentucky. The Commodores (2-0) have 

been led thus far by senior Christina 
Wirth, who has averaged 17.5 points a 

game in her fi nal college campaign.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Vanderbilt vs. Illinois

The men’s basketball team has its fi rst 
match-up of the season with a major 

conference team in Illinois (2-0) tomor-
row at Memorial. The Big 10 school 
reached the national championship 

game in 2005. Vanderbilt (1-0) and the 
Illini tip off  tomorrow at 7 p.m.

� e early signing period for several 
college sports has ended, and the 
Commodores have received National 
Letters of Intent from athletes in 
several sports.

A National Letter of Intent signi� es 
a binding commitment between 
an athlete and a university, and it 
can only be nulli� ed under special 
circumstances (such as a head coach 
leaving the program). � is signing 
period lasts until today, which means 
the baseball team will soon announce 
their recruiting class.

Men’s basketball only received 
an LOI from one recruit, Gallatin’s 
John Jenkins, who has been verbally 
committed to the Commodores since 
December. However, he has seen his 
stock skyrocket up recruiting boards 
since his commitment and subsequent 
standout performance at the NBA 
Players Association Top 100 Camp. 
Possibly the best pure shooter in the 
class, the 6-foot-4-inch Jenkins is the 
No. 8 shooting guard in the country.

� e women’s basketball team did 
not have any surprises either, but 
Elan Brown, Ti� any Clarke, Stephanie 
Holzer and Gabby Smith all honored 

their verbal commitments and signed 
their LOIs. From Atlanta, Brown was 
named a Fifth-Team Sporting News 
All-American in 2008, and was also a 
club teammate of Clarke’s. Holzer and 
Smith are stars on two of the nation’s 
best high school teams.

Men’s golf announced the signing 
of two Chattanooga recruits from rival 
high schools. Ryan � ornton has led 
� e Baylor School to three straight 
state championships, while Will Snipes 
of � e McCallie School was named the 
area’s Player of the Year. Snipes is also 
a classmate of Commodore football 
recruit Jay Fullam.

Men’s tennis will also welcome two 
new home-schooled recruits. At 6-foot-
4-inches, Sam Wells is ranked No. 
95 by Tennisrecruiting.net. � e Boca 
Raton product even defeated current 
Commodore Charlie Jones in the 
National Clay Court Championships 
last summer. Local product Ryan 
Lipman will also join the fold in the 
fall, and is ranked No. 5 in the nation 
by Tennisrecruiting.net with a 74-12 
overall record.

Recruits can continue to verbally 
commit to Vanderbilt whenever they 
please, but the next signing period 
will be football’s National Signing Day, 
which occurs on Feb. 4. ■

For some reason, the sun seemed to 
shine a little brighter Sunday morning 
as it rose over Vanderbilt Stadium. 
For some reason, the readily available 
umbrellas were put back into storage 
that morning — after all, there would 
be no rain on this parade. For some 
reason, the giant cloud that had 
consumed, had haunted, had defeated 
Vanderbilt football for the past quarter 
century was forced out with the dawn 
of this monumental, new day. 

� e Commodores had become 
bowl eligible, and what a beautiful day 
it was.

To put this accomplishment in 
perspective, one only needs to look 
at how far the world — let alone 
Commodore sports — has come in 26 
years. In 1982, a gallon of gas could 
have been sold at the dollar store, Cal 
Ripken Jr. started the � rst of his 2,632 
consecutive Major League Baseball 
games and has since been retired for 
seven years, and — perhaps scariest of 
all — two of my aunts were still in high 
school. Yeesh. 

Even so, nothing could quite sum up 
the yards Vanderbilt traveled to get back 
on track like their program-altering 
performance against Kentucky. In the 
past, Vanderbilt would have folded, 
� nding some � ckle way to fumble the 
game away. In the past, Vanderbilt 
would have walked away the prey 
instead of the predator. In the past, 
Vanderbilt would have lost. 

Saturday, however, may have been 
— as Zac Efron would say — the start of 
something new for the Commodores. 
Behind the jaw-dropping skills of 
star corner D.J. Moore, the will of 
embattled redshirt senior quarterback 
Chris Nickson and, perhaps most 
importantly, the con� dence of coach 
Bobby Johnson, the Commodores 
can � nally close the door on a much-
maligned chapter in their history. 

Looking back on it though, maybe 
we’re better for it. Maybe the sourness 
of the past makes this accomplishment 
all the sweeter. Maybe the hunger for a 
bowl game makes this one taste all the 
better. Either way, this much is true:

� e Vanderbilt Commodores are 
bowl eligible.

What a beautiful day it is. ■

The Class of 2009 has seen it 
all in our time at Vanderbilt, from 
Chancellor Gordon Gee’s defection 
to the implementation of The 
Commons.

But one of the most satisfying 
moments of our college careers came 
on Saturday night as the Commodores 
finally ended 26 years of futility by 
wrapping up their first bowl berth 
since 1982. The Commodores have 
come achingly close over the last 
three seasons, and it is fitting that this 
senior class will get the opportunity 
to close out their college careers in 
style.

As freshmen, the Commodores 
rode Jay Cutler’s arm to a 4-0 start, 
only to lose to Middle Tennessee 
State on a blocked field goal. The 
only other win that the team could 
muster was a season-ending victory 
in Knoxville, knocking UT out of bowl 
contention but also leaving us just 
one win short of our own invitation.

Our sophomore year saw us 

scratch together four wins and come 
oh-so-close in several other games. 
A potential game-winning field goal 
fell just short against Arkansas, and 
a full-on meltdown led to a loss to 
an inferior Ole Miss team. We beat 
a ranked Georgia team on the road, 
but could not generate any sort of 
consistency in 2006.

As juniors, we struggled under 
the weight of high expectations. 
We fumbled in the red zone on the 
potentially game-winning drive 
against Georgia and watched them 
dance on our midfield logo. The 
Commodores upset South Carolina 
over fall break but again fell just one 
game short.

Finally, our persistence has paid 
off with victory No. 6. Many fans 
feared these were “the same old 
Commodores” who would choke 
under the pressure of getting that 
sixth victory, but this team has 
proven everyone wrong in achieving 
something that has not been done 
since before we were all born.

And now more than ever, it really is 
Good to Be Gold. ■

STAN JONES / VU Media Relations
Vanderbilt co-captains George Smith (88), Reshard Langford (33) and Brad Vierling (60) have seen the football 
program rise from a doormat to national prominence during their time with the Commodores.

STAN JONES / VU Media Relations
Commodore fans who trekked to Lexington saw a Vanderbilt victory that clinched the team’s � rst bowl eligibility 
since 1982. The sourness of the past 26 years makes this season all the more sweet, David Namm writes.

by MIKE KRANZLER
Sports Contributor

by DAVID NAMM
Sports Contributor

Seniors will go 
out in fi tting style

Vanderbilt program 
has turned the corner

Commodore sports 
� nish recruiting period

by MIKE KRANZLER
Sports Contributor

CHRIS PHARE/ The Vanderbilt Hustler
   Jessica Mooney

ZAC HARDY/ The Vanderbilt Hustler
   Lance Goulbourne

                           VANDERBILT BASKETBALL 
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