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NOTE ON SPANISH USAGE 

 

 All translations are the author�s, unless otherwise noted.  For longer passages, the 

exact words in Spanish are found in the footnotes.  I have generally employed using both 

last names, as is customary in Spanish: the first last name is that of the father and the 

second is that of the mother.  However, following Colombian usage, I sometimes use 

only one last name for certain authors and public figures while consistently using both for 

others�this should not cause confusion among readers, Colombian or otherwise.  Also, 

references to Colombia�s two traditional political parties, the Liberal and Conservative, 

are capitalized; when referring in general to liberal and conservative ideas, lower case is 

employed. 
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